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PREFACE. 

rilHE present volume contains the results of some re- 
-^ searches into the folklore of the Greek-speaking parts 
of Macedonia, carried on in 1900-1 by the author under the 
auspices of the Electors to the Prendergast Studentship and 
of the Governing Body of Emmanuel College. The materials 
thus derived from oral tradition have, in some cases, been sup- 
plemented from local publications. Among the latter, special 
mention must be made of the two excellent booklets on the 
antiquities and folklore of Liakkovikia, by A D. Gousios, a 
native schoolmaster, fre(}uently quoted in the following pages. 
The peasant almanacks have also yielded a few additional 
sayings concerning the months. 

The writer has not been content with a bare record of 

Dreams, magic terrors, spells of mighty power. 
Witches, and ghosts who rove at midnight hour, 

but, induced by the example of his betters, has undertaken 
some tentative flights to Zululand, Yungnulgra, Zamboanga, 
the Seranglao and Gorong archipelagoes, and other resorts 
now fashionable among folklorists. Ancient History and 
modem, the Old World and the New have been laid under 
contribution, to the limited extent of the authors reading, 
with the result that many a nursery rhyme, shorn of all its 
'familiar simplicity, has been 

Started at home and hunted in the dark 
To Gaul, to Greece, and into Noah's ark. 
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For these spiritual excursions into the vast unknown, the 
author is chiefly indebted to the guidance of Mr Tylor's and 
Mr Frazer 8 monumental works, to some of Mr Andrew Lang s 
essays, and to various other authorities mentioned in the foot- 
notes. His thanks are also due to his forerunners in the 
pursuit of Modern Greek folklore, and more particularly to 
Mr Tozer, Herr Bernhard Schmidt, MM. Georgeakis et Pineau, 
Sir Rennell Rodd and others whose labours it has been his 
modest ambition to supplement. In conclusion, it is the 
author's pleasant duty to acknowledge his obligations to the 
readers of the Cambridge University Press, whose conscientious 
and intelligent revision of the proofs has saved hhn from many 
a slip. 

G. F. A. 

Emmanuel College, 

Cambridge. 

March 25, 1903. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE FOLKLORIST IN MACEDONIA. 

H^ In the Near East, as elsewhere, Western civilization is doing 
its wonted work of reducing all racial and individual character- 
istics to a level of dull uniformity. The process, however, is 
much slower in Macedonia than it is in countries like Egypt, 
Greece, or Roumania. The mountainous character of the 
province, the backward state of commerce, lack of security, and 
the conspicuous absence of means of communication obstruct 
the progress of foreign influence. The same causes keep the 
various districts, and their inhabitants, separated from each 
other. To these impediments are further added the barriers 
of language, creed, and race, all tending to foster that luxuriant 
wealth of superstitious growth, which makes glad the heart 
of the folklorist. 

These features, naturally, are less prominent in the cosmo- 
politan cities on the coast than in the interior of the country, 
and in the interior, again, they are less prominent now than 
they were some years ago. The materials which I collected at 
Salonica and Cavalla were mostly gleaned from the peasants, 
who resort to those centres from the environs for commercial or 
religious purposes, and only in very few cases from native 
citizens. The Khans, or inns, in which these villagers stop, 
may.be said to constitute the sole parts of the cities worth 
exploring, and the exploration is neither an easy nor a pleasant 
task. My real harvest was gathered in the thoroughly provin- 
cial towns of Serres and Melenik, the townships of Demir 
Hissar and Nigrita, and the villages adjacent thereto ; as well 
as in places of lesser note, such as Vassilika and Sochos in the 

A. p. 1 



2 Macedonian Folklore 

Chalcidic Trident, the settlements in its three prongs, Provista 
in the valley of the Struma, Pravi in the neighbourhood of 
Philippi, and some of the country around, and to the south of, 
Drama. In all and sundry of these districts I found abundance 
of the things of which I was in quest, and more than I could 
possibly gather within the time allowed by circumstances. 

At Serres I was chiefly beholden for my materials to an 
aged and half-blind nurse, whose acquaintance I made through 
the kind offices of certain Greek ladies, the old woman's 
quondam charges. Kyra Tassio was a rich mine of fairy-lore, 
and though she would insist on going at a rate more in keeping 
with the pace of a motor- car than with the speed of an ordinary 
human hand, I succeeded in filling several note-books from her 
dictation, only to find on examination that a great many of her 
tales had already been substantially reproduced by Hahn, while 
some of the rest were not worth reproducing at all. Still, 
out of the heap of dross, several nuggets of pure gold were 
secured: enough to satisfy the ambition of a moderately 
sanguine explorer. 

M. Tzikopoulos, a learned professor of that town, was good 
enough to assist me in the elucidation of the stories obtained 
from Kyra Tassio and other ancient sources, and to him I am 
also indebted for much valuable information on the dialect of 
the district, as well as for a number of notes on the language 
and customs of South- Western Macedonia, the part of the 
country from which he hailed.* I am all the more grateful to 
M. Tzikopoulos because he made no secret of his hearty con- 
tempt for my pursuits. Philology was his particular hobby, 
and, in proportion as he loved his own hobby, he scorned the 
hobbies of other men. Old wives' tales had no charm for 
M. Tzikopoulos. " It is all nonsense and sheer waste of time," 
he assured me solemnly on more occasions than one, and yet he 
never refused to be questioned. 

M. Zographides of Melenik was another genial old teacher 

1 For my introduction to this gentleman I am indebted to the courtesy of 
M. P. N. Papageorgiou, the well-known scholar and archaeologist, whose 
sympathetic interest in my work will always remain as one of the most pleasant 
xeminiscences of my tour. 
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to whose lessons and friendly guidance I owe much. Unlike 
M. Tzikopoulos, this authority was conveniently eclectic in his 
tastes, and his heart was impartially open to all kinds of 
knowledge, from Anthropology to Demonology, and from Philo- 
logy to Phrenology, provided the subject ended in -ology. It 
is true that he also professed the learned man's contempt for 
popular superstition ; but, being of a more tolerant disposition, 
he waived his prejudice, and saw no objection to cross-examining 
his wife and all the old ladies of the neighbourhood on my 
behalf His exertions and those of other local gentlemen were 
crowned with success, as the results amply prove. 

At Melenik I was doomed to a second disappointment at 
the hands of an aged story-teller. Fame described her as a 
walking Arabian Nights Entertainments in a complete and 
unexpurgated edition. But, when weighed in the balance, she 
was found sadly wanting, and the few things which I lured out 
of her reluctant mouth had to be expurgated to a point of total 
annihilation. A third female — a renowned witch — on whom I 
had been led to build high hopes, showed her diabolical wicked- 
ness by dying a short time before my arrival. 

These failures shook my faith in old women — of the fair 
sex, at all events. But the fortune that favours the folklorist 
enabled me, before leaving Melenik, to fall in with an old 
woman of the opposite sex. Kyr Liatsos, though a mere 
bearded man, was, from the student's point of view, worth at 
least a dozen ordinary old dames rolled into one. 

I found him in his workshop, sitting cross-legged on a rush 
mat, with his baggy breeches well-tucked between the knees. 
Though the owner of broad acres in the vicinity of the town, he 
was compelled, by the memory of past experiences at the hands 
of Bulgarian brigands, and by the fear of similar treatment in 
the future, to ply the needle and ell for a livelihood. In short, 
Kyr Liatsos was a tailor. But, like the Great Mel — his col- 
league of Evan Harrington fame — he was an individual far 
above his station. This became patent from the manner in 
which he received and entertained me. Nothing could be 
more generous, kindly, philosophical, eccentric, and unsartorial 
than his behaviour towards the strange collector of nonsense. 

1—2 
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A glance through a pair of brass-rimmed spectacles, un- 
stably poised on an honestly red nose, satisfied Kyr Liatsos 
that his visitor had not called for so commonplace an object as 
a pair of trousers. With remarkable -mental agility he adjusted 
himself to these new circumstances. The fur-coat, on which he 
was engaged at the moment of my entrance, flew to the other 
end of the shop, one of the apprentices was despatched for a 
bottle of arrack and tobacco, and in two minutes Kyr Liatsos 
was a tailor transformed. 

There being no chairs in the establishment we reclined, my 
guide and I, d la Grecque on the rush mats which covered the 
floor. I produced my note-books, and my host, after a short, 
and somewhat irrelevant preface concerning the political state 
of Europe, the bloodthirsty cruelty of the Macedonian Com- 
mittee, and the insatiable rapacity of the tax-gatherers,, 
plunged into the serious business of the day. It is true that 
his discourse was often interrupted by allusions to matters 
foreign to the subject in hand, and still more often by impre- 
cations and shoes addressed to the apprentices, who preferred 
to listen to their master s tales rather than do his work. Yet, 
in spite of these digressions, Kyr Liatsos never missed or 
tangled the threads of his narrative. 

Meanwhile his wife arrived, and after having given vent to 
some natural astonishment at her lord's novel occupation, she 
collapsed into a corner. Her protests, at first muttered in an 
audible aside, grew fainter and fainter, and at last I thought, 
she had fallen asleep. On looking up, however, I discovered 
that she merely stood spell-bound by her gifted husband's 
eloquence. It was only when the latter got up and began to 
romp about the room, that she felt it her duty to express her 
strong disapprobation of the proceedings. This she did in the 
following terms: 

'* Art thou not ashamed of thyself, O my husband ? Thou 
dancest and makest merry, and thy poor brother has been dead 
scarcely a month.'' 

Thereupon I perceived that Kyr Liatsos actually wore 
round his fez a black crape band which had not yet had time 
to turn green. I sympathized with the lady for an instant. 
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But the next moment I was completely reassured by her 
husband's retort: 

" Mind thy own business, O woman ! " he answered, gi'avely, 
but without interrupting his waltz, " and I know how to mind 
mine. It is not for unseemly joy that I dance ; but in order 
to show this gentleman the steps of our country dance. My 
motive is scientific. But women cannot comprehend such 
things." 

Having delivered this severe rebuke Kyr Liatsos resumed 
his seat, his pipe and his story. 

Soon after happened something which illustrated even more 
vividly the close resemblance between Kyr Liatsos and the 
Great Mel. A customer was announced: a big Turk, who 
wanted to see Master on business. 

"Business and Turks be damned!" was the emphatic and 
highly uncommercial answer, accompanied by a well-aimed 
shoe at the head of a truant apprentice. 

I insisted that Kyr Liatsos should not neglect his interests 
on my account, and said that I should be extremely sorry if he 
lost any money through his hospitality. 

"Nonsense, sir!" he thundered back, "What is money, 
when compared with the satisfaction of conversing with a man 
like you ? " 

I attempted to bow my thanks for the compliment as 
gracefully as my attitude on the floor permitted. 

It was dark ere I left Kyr Liatsos's cobweb-festooned 
establishment. On my way out I nearly fell over a crowd of 
small Melenikiotes, who, having been apprised of the fact that 
there were glorious doings in the shop, had gathered outside 
the door and were eagerly, though timidly, listening through 
its numerous interstices. 

All my subsequent experiences at Melenik pale beside this 
ever-memorable interview with her Great Tailor. 

My visit to Petritz, though exceedingly fruitful in other 
respects, proved comparatively barren of results so far as my 
special object of research was concerned. I found the district 
in an unsettled condition, and the Turkish authorities, partly 
from genuine fear lest I should come to grief and partly from 
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an equally lively apprehension that I might spy the nakedness 
of the land and the wretchedness thereof, allowed me little 
liberty for folklore. To interview people would have meant 
getting them into trouble, and to be seen taking notes would 
have resulted in getting into trouble mysel£ All my enquiries 
had, therefore, to be conducted with the utmost secrecy and all 
my writing to be done with curtains drawn closely. 

For this unsuccess I was richly compensated at Nigrita. 
In that township I had the privilege of being the guest of 
a wealthy weaver, whose looms furnished employment to a 
considerable number of hands. His workmen were easily 
induced to dictate to me scores of the songs with which they 
beguiled the tedium of their daylong toil, while many others 
were likewise pressed into the service of Ethnology. So that 
when I departed I had several note-books filled with multi- 
farious information on men and things. In this place I also 
had an opportunity of assisting at a local dance in the * middle- 
space ' (/lea-ox&pi') of the village. But my readers will be spared 
the description of a function which is infinitely more interesting 
in real life than on paper. 

The thing which impressed me most deeply throughout my 
tour was the astonishing facility with which the people entered 
into the spirit of the enterprise. That I was the first person 
who had ever explored the country with the avowed purpose of 
picking up old wives' tales and superstitions was evident from 
the surprise and incredulity with which my first questions were 
everywhere received by the peasants. Yet no sooner were their 
fears of being the victims of a practical joke dispelled than they 
evinced the shrewdest comprehension of the nature and value 
of the work. In this I could not help thinking that the 
Macedonian folk presented a most flattering contrast to the 
rural population of western lands. Like the latter they are 
naturally shy of divulging their cherished beliefs to a stranger ; 
but it is not difficult to overcome their shjmess. A little tact 
in most cases and a little silver in some are sufficient to loosen 
their tongues. 

Another and more formidable obstacle was the suspicion 
that my curiosity was prompted by sinister motives. The 
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Christians in Turkey are so frequently harassed by the 
authorities on account of their national aspirations and political 
sympathies that a new-comer is always an object of mistrust. 
Every stranger is a detective until he has proved himself to 
be an honest man. For all these reasons it is imperative to 
approach the humble folk through their betters; those who 
are free from superstition themselves, and at the same time are 
enlightened enough to appreciate the importance of the study of 
superstition and courteous enough to exert their influence on 
the student's behalf To people of this class I seldom appealed 
in vain. Their native urbanity, quickened by the Greek's love 
for the Englishman, made them always ready to place their 
services at my disposal.^ On one occasion alone I failed, and 
my failure deserves to be recorded as a warning to others. It 
shows how the work is not to be done. 

It happened in a small village on the eastern coast of the 
Chalcidic Peninsula. I had been informed that two old 
women, who dwelt in a certain cottage, were considered the 
greatest living authorities on funeral laments. Confident in 
my own powers of persuasion, I neglected to secure the support 
of a local magnate ; but I forthwith proceeded to the abode of 
the Muses, note-book in hand, and explained to them the 
object of my visit. As soon as the meaning of my errand 
broke on their intelligence, their kindly faces assumed the 
aspect of the Eumenides in pursuit of a matricide : 

"What!" they exclaimed both in one voice, "You good-for- 
nothing ! You vagabond ! You want to hold us up to ridicule 
all over the world ? Is that what you mean, eh ?" 

I assured them that nothing was further from my thoughts. 
But my words had no other effect than to intensify the old 
dames' choler, and I found it advisable to beat a hasty and 
undignified retreat. As I fled, my ears continued ringing with 
the shrill accents and angry expletives of the enraged menads. 

^ Want of space renders it impossible to give a complete list of all the 
individuals who have obliged me with their aid. But I should be wanting in 
common gratitude if I forbore to mention M. Athenaeos, an official of the 
Ottoman Regie at Cavalla, who spared no pains in persuading the peasants, who 
worked in the tobacco-stores, to disclose their treasures to me. 
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I did not repeat the experiment. 

Great part of my material was collected during late summer 
and early autumn, in the open fields and vineyards, whenever 
the relative absence of brigandage and agitation rendered that 
possible, and on the roads while travelling from one place to 
another. On the latter occasions my fellow-travellers, and 
more especially my muleteers, were made to supply me with 
information. Very often the songs with which they cheered 
the way were at the conclusion of the journey dictated to me. 

But my best work was done by the cottage fireside. During 
the long evenings of winter it is the custom for families to 
meet and spend the time in social companionship (vrj^ripc). 
The women in these reunions generally keep their hands 
busy knitting, and, of course, their tongues gossiping. The 
men smoke and discuss politics. Now and again the work 
is laid aside, the debate is adjourned, and they all listen 
attentively to the tale which some ancient dame is telling for 
the benefit of the youngsters. On special occasions, such as 
the eves of saints' days, these gatherings assume an entirely 
festive character. No work is done, but the time is devoted to 
stories, riddles and songs, hence known as * Sitting-up Songs * 
(KadcaTi/cd), 

The old Klephtic ballads are also still sung not only on the 
mountains but in the fields and plains, and in all places where 
the ear of the police cannot reach. Nay, at feasts and fairs, 
and wherever Greeks are gathered together, a round or two of 
the " bell-mouthed glass " is enough to make them cast fear to 
the winds and give musical expression to their patriotic feelings. 
Even in the towns on the coast, where serenades and love-ditties 
are so much in vogue and the Turkish commissaries of police 
so much in evidence, the epic is not forgotten. At Cavalla 
I met one evening an Epirot highlander, who invited me to 
a tavern and promised to regale me with " such songs as had 
never been heard before." He fulfilled his promise to the 
letter. When all the habitues were gone, the shutters were 
put up, and the lights, for the fear of the Turks, were turned 
down, my friend cleared his throat and commenced one of the 
wildest and most thrilling melodies that has ever assailed my 



The Folklorist in Macedonia 9 

ear. By little and little his enthusiasm got the better of his 
discretion ; his voice rose and swelled until the grimy apart- 
ment was peopled with the shades of heroes, the dark corners 
were illuminated with the splendour of heroic deeds, and the 
dirty tavern was transformed into a romantic battle-field on 
which Freedom met and overcame Tyranny. It was a pathetic 
scene, notwithstanding its grotesqueness. The tavern-keeper 
and his servant were the only hearers besides myself Through 
the dim light of the apartment I could see their eyes glittering 
with the sort of fire which has ere now kindled revolutions 
and changed the map of South- Eastern Europe. A deep sigh 
was the only applause which greeted the end of the song; but 
the bard felt richly rewarded. He had relieved his own over- 
burdened heart and had also succeeded in stirring the hearts of 
his audience. He emptied his glass and departed with a brief 
" Good night." 

Of the blind minstrels who once were so popular through- 
out the, Greek world I found few remnants in Macedonia. The 
tribe has fallen on evil days. Civilization and barbarism have 
proved alike fatal to its existence, and its few representatives 
eke out a precarious livelihood by singing the products of their 
rustic muse at village fairs and weddings. Barba Sterios, 
whom I described elsewhere,* seems to have been in very truth 
the last of the Macedonian minstrels. 

From such sources are drawn most of the materials out of 
which the present work has been compiled.* Even where the 
information is not quite new, I venture to hope that it may be 
found useful as a corroboration or correction at first hand of the 
experiences already recorded by others. It is not to be pre- 
sumed that this volume exhausts the wealth of Macedonian 
folklore. It only represents the harvest gathered by one 
individual of limited means within a limited space of time. 



^ Songs of Modem Greece, pp. 5 foil. 

3 A great many of the tales and songs collected had to be excluded either 
because they were too well known or because they lay beyond the scope of the 
present volume. At some future date I may have an opportunity of publishing 
a selection from them. 
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Another student with greater resources at his command might 
find an aftermath well worth the trouble of gleaning. 

Such a student, however, must be one not unwilling to face 
hardship and danger. He must also be one prepared to look 
upon brigands chiefly in the light of auxiliaries to the excite- 
ment of rough travel, and upon Turkish Government oflScials 
as interesting psychological phenomena. These qualifications, 
a Colt revolver, a Turkish fez, a small medicine chest, a 
moderate stock of humour, and a plentiful stock of insect- 
killing powder are among the absolutely indispensable items 
of the complete Macedonian traveller's outfit. A kodak may 
or may not prove useful ; but in either case it will have to be 
smuggled into the country or imported on the clear under- 
standing that it is not an infernal machine — a point on which 
the Custom House authorities are slow to be convinced, unless 
argument is reinforced by bakshish. Note-books and maps are 
to be used only in the dark, figuratively speaking ; for a sight 
of those suspicious articles may earn the traveller the reputation 
of a secret political agent, — one dealing in "treasons, stratagems, 
and spoils" — and lead to the awkward consequences which such 
a reputation usually entails, including a rapid march under 
escort to the nearest sea- port. The escort will indeed be 
described in official parlance as a guard of honour, and the 
expulsion as a signal proof of the Sultan's solicitude for the 
traveller's safety ; but these polite euphemisms will not alter 
the situation to any appreciable extent. 



CHAPTER 11. 



THE FOLK-CALENDAR AND THE SEASONS. 

Time among the peasantry of Macedonia is measured not 
80 much by the conventional calendar as by the labours and 
festivals which are proper to the various seasons of the year. 
Seed-time, harvest, and vintage ; the Feast of St George, or the 
bonfires of St John — these are some of the landmarks in the 
peasant's life. In most cases the Roman designations of the 
months, meaningless to Greek ears, have been corrupted into 
forms to which popular ingenuity has readily assigned a 
plausible derivation ; in others they have been replaced by 
names descriptive of the occupations which form the principal 
feature of every month ; while a third class of months is known 
by the name of the greatest saint whose feast occurs during 
each one of them. These characteristic appellations lend to the 
folk-calendar a variety and freshness of colour such as one 
would vainly seek in the artificial almanacks of more highly 
cultured communities; a possible exception to this rule being 
offered only by the picturesque nomenclature of the Dutch 
months, and by the short-lived, because artificial, return to 
Nature initiated by the French during their Revolution. 

There are wise saws attached to each month; some con- 
taining the fruit of past experience, others a shrewd forecast of 
the future. Many of these products of rustic lore are from 
time to time inserted in the cheap publications — Kazamias — of 
Constantinople and Athens, which in some respects correspond 
to our own Old Moore^s Almanack. Many more are to be 
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culled in the country districts directly from the peasants 
themselves. But, whether they are embodied in halfpenny 
pamphlets or flourish freely in the open fields, these sayings 
have their roots deep in the soil of popular conviction. The 
weather is, of course, the theme upon which the village sage 
mostly loves to exercise his wisdom ; for it is upon the weather 
that the well-being of both herdsman and husbandman chiefly 
depends. Several specimens of Macedonian weather-lore will 
be found in the following pages. As a general rule they are in 
verse, terse and concise as behoves the utterances of a popular 
oracle. On the other hand, it must be confessed, these com- 
positions sometimes exhibit all the insensibility to rhyme from 
which suffer the illiterate everywhere. Most of these adages 
are as widely known in Southern Greece as in the Greek- 
speaking parts of Macedonia. 

The Four Seasons, 

The traditional division of the year into four seasons is 
recognized by the popular muse in the following distich: 

TpeU firjve^ elv rj "Avoi^t kol rpet? to KdKoKalpr 
T/06t9 elvai TO HivoTTcopo^ /cal Tp€L^ ^apv<; X€tfi(Sva<;, 

" Three months are Spring, and three Summer ; 
Three are Autumn, and three keen Winter." 

^ i,q, ipdivSTTtapop. 



CHAPTER III. 

JANUARY, FEBRUARY AND MARCH. 

The first month of the year is known as the 'Breeder' 
{Tei^vdpr)^), the corruption of the name (from 'lavovdpco^) 
having suggested a meaning according well with the main 
characteristic of the month ; for it is at this time of year that 
cattle are wont to breed (yevvovv). It is also called the 'Great* 
or 'Long Month' (MeydXo^ or Tpavo^ fifjva^\ in contradistinc- 
tion to February ; and the 'Pruner* (KXaSeur?;?). It is good to 
prune and trim trees and vines in this month, regardless of all 
other considerations : 

Tevvdprj firjva KXdSeve, <f>€yydpc firjv ^erd^D^;. 

"In January look thy plants to prune. 
And heed thou not the progress of the moon." 

The force of the injunction will be fully appreciated by 
those who know how deep and universal is the importance 
attributed to the moon by the popular mind. 

An omen is drawn from the observation of the weather 
on the Epiphany: 

Xapd '9 rd ^dora rd (rreyvd /cat rrj AafiTTprj /3p€fi€vr). 

**A dry Epiphany and dripping Easter-tide 
Betoken joy and plenty through the country-side." 

This is the reverse of our English adages " A green Yule 
makes a fat churchyard," "January fair, the Lord have 
mercy!" and other pessimistic proverbs well known to weather- 
lorists.^ 

1 See R. Inwards, Weather Lore, pp. 10 foil. ; The Book of Bays, ed. by 
R. Chambers, vol. i. p. 22. 
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A piece of culinary advice is conveyed by these rhymes : 

n^TTa, Kcrrra rov Fewdfyif, 
YioKKOpa TOV 'AXavfiptf. 
''In JaDuaiy make of hen thj pie, 
And leave the cock to fat until July." 

Fdyruary. 

February (^efipovapio*;) has had its name turned into 
^Xefidprf^;, which, according to the folk-etymologist, means the 

* Vein-sweller,* because during this month the veins (ihXeffe^) of 
the earth are swollen with water — an idea also expressed by our 
own folk appellation of the month : February fill-dyke. The 
same idea is embodied in the ominous saw : 

'O ^Xe/Saprj^i ^Xe^Se? dvouyei xal iropTai^ a^aXvaet. 
"February opens many a vein and closes many a door," 
that is, it is the cause of many a death. 

But, notwithstanding his ferocity, February still is the 
forerunner of the blissful time in store for us: 

^Xeffdprjf; ktj av <l>'X€/3i^r), 

KaXoxaipiah fivpi^ei. 

Ma ai/ SaxTT) koX KaKidxTrj^ 

Meo-' '9 TO ^toi/t 6d fiat; x^^V' 
"February, though the veins he swell, 
Still of spring and summer will he smell ; 
But if perchance he wrathful grows, 
He*ll bury us beneath the snows." 

February is likewise called Mi/cp6<; firjva^ or Kouro-o- 
<l>\€l3apo^, that is, * Little Month * or * Lame February.'* 

On Feb. 2nd is celebrated the feast of the Purification of 
the Virgin (r^? ^TTrairavrr^si), our Candlemas Day. The 
weather which prevails on that day is expected to last forty 
days — a period which occurs constantly in modern Greek 

^ The word Kovrads * lame * is by some identified with the Albanian Koutzi 

* little,' as in the word Eoatzo-Ylach, where it is said to mean Little WaUach, 
in contradistinction to the Great Wallachs of the mediaeval MeyaXopXaxta 
(Thessaly). The usual translation is *lame' or 'lisping,' an epithet referring 
to the pronunciation of the Wallachs. These derivations are given under all 
possible reservations and should not be taken for more than they are worth. 
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prognostications concerning the weather and is also familiar 
in the folklore of most European countries. The superstition 
attached to this day is also common. Sir Thomas Browne, 
in his Vulgar Errors, quotes a Latin distich expressive of a 
parallel belief: 

Si sol splendescat Maria purificjante, 

Major erit glacies post festum quam fuit ante ; 

which is well reproduced in the homely Scottish rhyme: 

If Candlemass day be dry and fair, 
The half o' winter's to come and mair. 
If Candlemass day be wet and foul, 
The half o' winter's gane at Yule.^ 

Another Scotch proverb refers distinctly to the "forty days." 

Saint Swithin's day, gin ye do rain, 
For forty days it will remain ; 
Saint Swithin's day, an ye be fair, 
For forty days 't will rain nae mair.^ 

Gay also alludes to the superstition in his Trivia : 

How, if on Swithin's feast the welkin lowers. 
And ev'ry penthouse streams with hasty showers. 
Twice twenty days shall clouds their fleeces drain. 
And wash the pavement with incessant rain.^ 

Similar beliefs are still entertained by our own folk with 
regard to other days about this time of year, such as the 
12th of January; the 13th (St Hilary's); the 22nd (St 
Vincent's); and the 25th (St Pauls) of the same month*; 
while the idea of the quarantaine (in the old sense of the word) 
occurs in some French rhymes concerning St Medard's Day 
(July 8) and the Day of Saints Gervais and Protais (June 19).*^ 

^ R, Inwards, Weather Lore, p. 20 ; The Book of Days, vol. i. p. 214. 
2 R. Inwards, Weather Lore, pp. 37, 38 ; The Book of Bays, vol. i. p. 672. 
» Bk I. 183-6. 

^ On the last mentioned day the learned writer in The Book of Bays 
(vol. I. p. 167) as well as R. Inwards (Weather Lore, pp. 15 foil.) should be 
consulted by those interested in the subject. 
' S'il pleut le jour de Saint M^dard, 

II pleut quarante jours plus tard; 
S'il pleut le jour de Saint Gervais et de Saint Protais, 
II pleut quarante jours apr^s. 

The Book of Bays, vol. n. p. 63. 
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March, 

^Airb Ma/9Ti7 KoXoKalpi ktj air Avyovaro ^et/Aoii/a?. 

"Summer sets in with March and Winter with August," 

emphatically declares the popular proverb. In accordance with 
this observation omens are especially looked for at this season 
of the awakening of Nature. The sight of a lamb, for instance, 
is a sign that he who has seen one first will be excessively fond 
of sleep during the summer, the animal being regarded as a 
symbol of sloth. The opposite conclusion is drawn from the 
sight of a sprightly and restless kid. 

During the first three days of the month the peasants, and 
more particularly their wives and daughters, rise early in the 
morning and hurry to the fields, vying with each other which of 
them will be the first to hear "the herald melodies of spring." 
The call of the cuckoo is anxiously expected, and lucky is he or she 
who hears it first. Parties are formed and repair to the fields 
on purpose and, as soon as it is heard, they gather wild berries 
and bring them home. The voice of the bird is accepted as an 
assurance that gloomy winter with its frosts and snows has 
departed, and with it has disappeared the necessity of keeping 
indoors — a necessity peculiarly distasteful to the southern 
temperament. Spring with its congenial freedom is close at 
hand. The trees begin to blossom and to burst into bud, 
impelled thereto by the soft south-easterly breeze hence known 
as the * tree-sweller ' (o (f>ov(TKoS€VTpLT7j^). This is the glad 
message which the cuckoo brings to the Macedonian. The 
ancients regarded the appearance of the bird with similar 
feelings, as is shown by Hesiods words: "When the cuckoo 
begins to cry cuckoo ! amidst the foliage of the oak and fills 

the hearts of men over the boundless earth with joy "^ 

However, the modern sage warns us not to be premature in 
our rejoicings ; for euw; kovkko^; he Kapec rrjv avoi^L " One 
cuckoo does not make a spring,*' another sentiment which finds 
its prototype in antiquity .^ 

1 W. and D. 486-7. 

*-' Cp. the ancient proverb fila xeXtSwv fop oit Trotet. Arist. Eth. N, i. 7, 15» 
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The very anticipations which make the farmer and the 
shepherd rejoice are, nevertheless, a source of grief to those 
whose livelihood depends on the duration of *'keen winter." 
Charcoal-burners hate the cuckoo whose notes announce the 
approach of fine weather. Mischievous urchins turn this cir- 
cumstance to account and delight in teasing the unfortunate 
charcoal-burners by shouting cuckoo! ctwkoo! after them. 

The bird is also credited with a malicious sense of humour, 
and in order to escape from its ridicule some of the peasants 
avoid partaking of too sumptuous a breakfast during the 
spring. 

The cuckoo, viewed from another standpoint, is considered 
an emblem of dreary desolation, a sentiment which finds ex- 
pression in the popular saying cfjueive kovkko<;, *' lonely as a 
cuckoo." It is further said of one who has wasted much money 
on a profitless enterprise that "he has paid for a cuckoo the 
price of a nightingale " — top KoarLaev 6 kovkko<; drfSovc, Such 
is the penalty which the cuckoo has to pay for its popularity.^ 

The Russians also regard the cuckoo as "a type of the 
orphan state." But nevertheless they, in common with most 
Slavonic races, look upon it with much respect.^ Our own 
country-folk are not indifferent to the appearance of the cuckoo, 
a.s the following rhymes, heard in Lancashire, testify : 

"The cuckoo struts in April, 
Sings in May, 
Flies away 
First cock of hay."^ 

The mournful notes of the bird known as gyon are likewise 
heard with pleasure and for a similar reason. But of all the 

^ The game of Hide and Seek (t6 kpv</>t6) is also known by the name cuck 
(ira/^ov/te rd koi^jc), from the ciy nsed by the hiding children. This may be worth 
noting by students of cuckoo-customs. It has already been conjectured that the 
game in question is perhaps related to a custom of hunting the cuckoo. See 
Animal Superstitions and Totemism^ by N. W. Thomas, in Folklore^ vol. xi. 
p. 260, n. 1. 

2 Balston, Songs of the Russian People^ pp. 214 foil. 

' For other English rhymes and the omens drawn from the call of the 
bird when first heard, etc. see B. Inwards, Weather Lore^ pp. 30, 164; The 
Book of Days, vol. i. pp. 629 foil. 

A. F. 2 
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forerunners of the vernal season none is greeted with greater 
joy than the swallow. In Macedonia, as in Southern Greece, 
the return of the bird is hailed with hearty enthusiasm. Its 
building under the eaves, or on the rafters of a house is 
welcomed as an omen of wealth, and it is believed that he 
who destroys its nest will be punished with freckles on his 
face and hands. On the first of March the boys are in the 
habit of constructing a wooden image of the bird, revolving on 
a pivot, which they adorn with flowers, and with it in their 
hands they go round the houses in groups a-gooding, that is 
singing a song of congratulations in return for which they receive 
various gifts: The following is a specimen of the Swallow-song 
in use among the inhabitants of Liakkovikia, a village in south- 
eastern Macedonia : 



The Swallow-Song, 

The swallow is coming from across the black sea. 
It has crossed the sea for us and founded a fortress. 
It has sat and sung in the middle of March's court. 

"0 March, my goodly March, and thou dreadful February, 
How far hast thou travelled to learn thy letters? 
Letters royal, such as children learn? 

"The schoolmaster has sent us that thou mayest give us five eggs. 
And if thou hast not five eggs, give us the clucking hen. 
To lay eggs and brood over them and draw her chickens after her." 

March is come : he is welcome ; 

The blossoms burst forth, the land is filled with scent. 

Out with fleas and bugs, in with health and joy ! ^ 

The allusion to fleas and bugs, irrelevant as it may seem, is 
of considerable interest to the folklorist. Both insects appear 
again and again in the Macedonian spring and summer cere- 
monies, and we shall have an opportunity of returning to them 
more than once in the sequel. 

The custom of going about with the swallow existed among 

^ The original is given in A. A. TovaLov^ *'H Kara r6 IldTTatov Xcipa,* p. 43. 
Por variants see Songs of Modem Greece, p. 174 ; Passow, Nos. 306-308. 
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the ancient Greeks (;^€\t8oi//fetz/ : wyeipetv rfi ^eX^Soi/t), and 
one of the swallow-songs popular in antiquity has fortunately 
come down to us.^ But the Romans also received the "har- 
binger of spring" with cordial hospitality,* and so did the 
Teutons and the old Slavonians. The latter looked upon the 
bird's early arrival as a promise of an abundant harvest, and 
upon its presence among them as a safeguard against fire and 
lightning, and they supposed the robbing of its nest to bring 
down " terrible evils on the head of the robber."' Indeed the 
springtime customs of the modern Russians are very much like 
those prevalent in Macedonia. The first of March is by tradition 
set apart for the reception of the Spring. Morning excursions 
into the fields are in great vogue. The wooden image of the 
swallow finds a parallel in their clay image of the lark, and the 
swallow-song in similar compositions sung in honour of Vesna, 
the vernal season, or of Lada, the vernal goddess of love and 
fertility.* 

On the same day the Macedonian mothers tie round their 
children's wrists a skein consisting of red and white yarn, 
twisted together and called after the month (o fjudprrj^;, or 97 
^dpra). The children at the sight of a swallow throw this 
thread to the bird, as an offering, or place it under a stone. A 
few days after they lift the stone and, if they find beneath it a 
swarin of ants, they anticipate a healthy and prosperous year ; 
the reverse, should the thread lie deserted. The explanation of 
this custom must perhaps be sought in some forgotten notion of 
a sympathetic relation between the skein and the child which 
wore it. A parallel is offered by the practice of some of the 
natives of New South Wales who placed the tooth extracted 
from the gums of a lad under the bark of a tree, and " if the 
ants ran over it, the natives believed that the boy would suffer 
from a disease of the mouth."' The presence of the ants is in 

1 Athen. viii. 360 b. 

* Fallimur? an veris praenuntia venit hirundo? Ovid, Fast. ii. 853. 

8. 4 Balston, Songs of the Russian People, pp. 211-214. Cp. the Suffolk 
sayings about the robin, * * You must not take robin's eggs ; if you do, you will 
get your legs broken," **It is unlucky to kill a robin," etc., The Book of Days, 
Tol. I. p. 678. 

• F. Bonney, quoted by J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, vol. i. p. 60. 

2—2 
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Macedonia interpreted symbolically as indicating " health and 
abundance " ; but the custom bears a strong general analogy to 
the one cited above. Our explanation derives additional support 
from another custom which seems to be based on a similar 
idea. 

The first drawn tooth is kept by the child for a while care- 
fully and then is thrown on the roof, accompanied with this 
invocation of the crow : 

Na, Kovpovva //-', kokkoXo 
Kal So9 fiov (TiSepipio, 
Na po/cavi^co ra kovkklol, 
Na rpdy^to Tra^LfjudSc. 

"0 dear crow, here is a tooth of bone, 
Take it and give me a tooth of iron instead. 
That I may be able to chew beans 
And to crunch dry biscuits." 

Now, the practice of disposing of a child's first tooth in a 
more or less mysterious way is well-nigh universal, and so is the 
formula which accompanies the action. The closest parallel 
to the Macedonian custom is, strangely enough, presented by 
the natives of the Seranglao and Gorong archipelagoes, where 
the tooth is thrown on the roof. The South Slavonians teach 
their children to throw the tooth into a dark comer and say,. 
" Mouse, mouse, there is a bone tooth ; give me an iron tooth 
instead." The words, it will be seen, are almost identical with 
those used by the Macedonian children, but the animal appealed 
to is, as in the majority of such cases, a mouse or rat, owing ta 
the firmness and excellence by which the teeth of these rodents 
are distinguished. The practice in these cases is explained on the 
doctrine of the sympathy which continues to subsist between the 
extracted tooth and its former owner.^ This idea connects the 
Macedonian custom with the swallow custom already discussed, 
and the appeal to the crow is probably due to an adaptation 
of the tooth-ceremony to some child's crow-song correspond- 
ing to the swallow-song, a hypothesis which becomes more thaa 

1 J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, vol. i. pp. 52, 63. 
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probable when we consider that such a song (Kopcopcafia) was 
actually known in antiquity and is mentioned by Athenaeus^ 
in connection with the swallow-song (xeXtSoviafia). In both 
cases we find the bird appealed to as a bringer of good luck 
generally, and in both cases something connected with the child 
is thrown to it: a skein to the swallow, a tooth to the crow. 
The motive in both seems to be to draw upon the child 
a blessing through the sympathetic agency of things which 
belonged to it. 

The first three days of March are known by the name of 
Drymiais (ApvfMiai^), Daring those days the peasants refrain 
from washing clothes and from bathing. They do not prune 
their trees nor do they plant ; for they believe that the trees 
will at once wither. The same belief holds with regard to the 
last three days and all Wednesdays and Fridays of the month. 
As a proof that those days are unlucky, especially for gardening 
purposes, they advise you to try the following experiment: 
Take seven twigs, strip them of their leaves, mark them each 
with the name of a day of the week, and then put them in a 
jug filled with water. If you examine them a few days later, 
you will find that they have all put forth new leaves, except 
those marked with the names of the fatal days.^ 

In some parts of Macedonia the superstition prevails that a 
priest should not divulge to his parishioners on which day of 
the week will be the first of March, or he will lose his wife. 
The origin of this belief is enveloped in obscurity, the usual 
attribute of folk-beliefs. It may possibly have arisen in an 
effort on the part of the Church to prevent the people from 
continuing the pagan rites customary on this day. In any case, 
it is not devoid of interest as a historic survival from times 
when village communes were so ignorant as to depend entirely 
on their pastors for information regarding days and seasons. 

The Macedonian peasants, partial as they are to March, are 
not blind to his defects. The bitterness of March winds has 
earned the month the nickname of the * Flayer' (TSapTi]^), 

1 Athen. vni. 359. 

3 We shall speak on this subject at greater length in dealing with the same 
superstition in the chapter on August. 
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His mutability of mood and addiction to sudden changes are 
emphasized by numerous sayings: 

'O Mapny? d)? to yioj fjua to ylro^dei, 
ft)9 TO Ppdhv TO ^pofidei, 

"Sir March before midday 
With frost the lamb will slay ; 
But, ere the sun doth sink, 
With heat he makes it stink." 
Again, 

Ma/3T779 €Vi KoX 'xdtSta KCLVei ' 
IIoTe /cXaieCy iroTe yeXdei. 

" March, like a baby spoilt, is full of whims : 
At times he cries, at times with fun he brims." 

Our own peasants, d propos of the inconstancy of March 
weather, observe : " March comes in like a lamb, and goes out 
like a lion."^ The reverse is also supposed to be true. 

His apparently unaccountable transitions from a fine to 
a foul temper are explained by the Macedonians on the 
hypothesis that March has two wives, one of whom is young 
and fair, gay and laughter- loving ; the other old and ugly, 
morose and peevish. When he looks at the former, he smiles 
with pleasure; when at the latter, he frowns in anger. 

The appetizing effect of March's chilly blasts is described as 
the month's excessive greediness : 

Md/OT779 TrePTeyidfMaTO^ 
KaJ irdXi ireivao'/j.evo^, 

" March never, never has his fill ; 
Meals five a day : he's hungry still." 

The sun of March is supposed to be fatal to a girl's 
complexion : 

'Oird'X^eL Koprjv aKpLJSij, 

Tov MdpTTj 7]\io^ firjv Trj St^. 

"Who has a daughter fair 
Of March's sun beware." 

1 E. Inwards, Weather Lore, p. 24. Cp. **If the old year goes out like a 
lion, the new year will come in like a lamb," ib, p. 5. 
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A red and white thread worn round the wrist is supposed 
to act as a charm and to preserve a damsel from the rays 
of March's sun. 

To revert from the ornamental to the useful, the folk-sage 
counsels his friends in didactic fifteen-syllable verse : 

Toj/ yiaprrj ^v\a (f)v\ay€' firjv Kay^rj^ rd iraKovKLa, 

" In the month of March save thy firewood, and do not bum up thy 
stakes.'' 



The same idea is implied in another saw, rather too 
Hogarthian for translation : 

Ma/3T779 6p0oj(e<rT7f<; xal iraXovKOKavrri^, 

It would not be amiss to conclude the delinquencies of this 
eccentric month with the Macedonian version of a legend 
familiar to students of our own North-country weather-lore. 
It is said that there was once a poor old woman, and she had 
an only goat, which she had preserved most anxiously through 
a long and severe winter. At the end of March, deceived by 
an exceptionally fine day, she ventured to let her goat out 
to graze, and, in the exuberance of her joy, she defied March 
by snapping her fingers at him and exclaiming in derision, 
"pritz March, I fear thee no longer!" But alas! her self- 
congratulation was premature. March, exasperated by the 
insult, determined to punish the old lady and to this end he 
borrowed three days from his neighbour April. During this 
new lease of life he brought about so keen a frost, that the 
poor old woman's goat was starved to death. Another form 
of the same story, prevalent at Liakkovikia, allots to the old 
woman three kids, and adds that not only the kids but their 
mistress also were frozen to death on a spot outside the village, 
to this day called The old woman's leap (TJ79 yprjd<; to irrjhrjfjLa)} 

^ A. A. Vowlov, *'H Kara to na77aio»' Xc6pa,' p. 44. 
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This story will bring to most readers' minds the old Scotch 
rhyme of 

The Borrowing Days, 

March borrowed from Aperill 
Three days and they were ill. 
The first began wi' wind and weet, 
The next come in with snaw and sleet, 
The third was sic a bitter freeze, 
It froze the birds' claws to the trees. 

A variant of this rhyme alludes to " three hoggs upon a 
hill." March for the purpose of " garring them dee," borrowed 
three days "from Aperill," and tried the "wind and weet" etc. 
However the sheep, one is glad to hear, survived the ordeal, for 
it is related that 

When the three were past and gane, 

The three silly hoggs came hirpling hame.^ 



^ The first version I had from the lips of an old Scotchman, and it differs 
slightly from the text of the Newcastle Leader^ reproduced in St Jameses Gazette, 
April 2, 1901, whence comes the latter variant given above. For other versions 
see R. Inwards, Weather Lore, pp. 27 foil. 

Several interesting details concerning this mysterious loan and the kindred 
superstition of the Faoilteach, or the first days of February, borrowed by that 
month from January, are to be found in The Book of Days, vol. i. p. 448. 



CHAPTER IV. 

EASTERTIDE. 

It is perhaps more than a coincidence, and at all events 
quite appropriate, that the great Christian feast of the Resurrec- 
tion — redemption and universal renovation — should fall at 
that time of year when Nature herself awakening hears 

The new -creating word, and starts to life. 

In every heightened form, from pain and death 

For ever free.^ 

This coincidence reveals itself in many curious customs con- 
nected with the festival, and enables us to interpret several 
popular practices which otherwise would be unintelligible. 
In fact, we most probably have here one of the numerous 
instances of old pagan observances surviving beneath the 
tolerant cloak of Christianity — the past peeping through the 
mask of the present. It is a thesis no longer in need of 
demonstration that the new religion, wherever it has penetrated, 
from the shores of Crete to those of Iceland, has everywhere 
displayed a far-seeing eagerness to enlist in its service what 
might assist its own propagation in existing belief and prac- 
tice. Macedonia forms no exception to this general rule. 

The heathen festival on which Easter was grafted in Greek- 
speaking countries most likely was the Lesser Eleusinia, the 
return of Persephone, which symbolised the resurrection of 
Nature and which the ancient Hellenes celebrated about this 

^ Thomson's Seasons, 
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time of year. The modern Macedonians are, of course, utterly 
unconscious of any incongruity between the creed which they 
profess and the customs which they observe. To the peasant, 
Easter is simply a season of rejoicing. If he were pressed for 
the reason of his joy, he would probably be unable to give a 
clear answer, or, if he gave one, red eggs and roasted lambs 
would be found to play as important a part in his conception 
of the festival as the religious ceremonies which accompany and 
sanctify the proceedings. His view is vividly expressed in the 
children's rhymes which are often heard in Macedonia at this 
season : 

Hore vdp0* ij JIa<T')(^a\Ldy 

Me rd KOKKiva r av^d. 

Me T dpvovSc '9 Tov ra/Sd, etc. 

" Oh, when will Easter come, bringing with her red eggs, a lamb in a 
tray, etc.'' 

The Easter festivities are ushered in by a long period of 
strict abstinence known as the Great Forty-Day Fast (17 MeydXr) 
Xapa/coa-TTj — Lent). The two Sundays before Lent are re- 
spectively called Meat-Sunday ('AiroKped) and Cheese-Sunday 
(TvpLvrj), The week between them answers to the Carnival 
of Western Christendom, and during it, in the big towns on 
the coast the usual merriment is heightened by masquerades 
(Kappa/SdXca or fiaaKapdSe^), a custom which, as the name 
implies, has been borrowed from Italy and is not to be confused 
with similar observances prevalent in the interior of the 
country at other times of the year. It also corresponds with 
the Russian Mdslyanitsa, or Butter- Week. Cheese-Sunday is 
made the occasion of many interesting observances. Before 
proceeding to a description of these, however, it may be well 
to note some points of resemblance between the new and the 
old celebrations. 

The modern Western Carnival has been traced to the 
ancient Roman Saturnalia, and this parallelism has led folk- 
lorists to conjecture that Lent also may be the descendant 
"under a thin disguise, of a period of temperance which was 
annually observed, from superstitious motives, by Italian 
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farmers long before the Christian era."* Should this hypo- 
thesis be established, then the Eastern Meat- Week might 
likewise be ascribed to the old Cronia, which was the Greek 
counterpart of the Saturnalia. The Eastern Lent might 
further be compared with the fast which preceded the celebra- 
tion of the mysteries of Eleusis, in commemoration of Demeter's 
long abstinence from food during her search for her lost 
daughter. But precise identification is hardly possible owing to 
the slightness of the evidence at our comms(.nd. What is 
absolutely certain is the fact that abstinence from food and 
from the gratification of all other appetites was and still is 
practised by various races at seed-time "for the purpose of 
thereby promoting the growth of the crops/** a kind of charm, 
acting through the sympathetic connection which is supposed 
to exist between the sower and the seed. 



Cheese- Sunday {KvptaKT) t?}? Tvpivrj^), 

The boys of each village rise early in the morning and, 
divided into several parties, go forth collecting bundles of fire- 
wood, which they pile up on the tops of the heights and hills 
in the neighbourhood. These preparations completed, they 
amuse themselves during the rest of the day by throwing 
stones with a sling, each shot accompanied with these mys- 
terious words : " Whithersoever this arrow hies, may the flea 
follow in its track" (ott* irdrj rj crar/LTa kj) 6 yjrv\Xo<; KaTairohi)? 
In some districts of Macedonia these slings are replaced by 
actual cross-bows generally constructed of a fragment of a 
barrel-hoop, which is passed through a hole at the end of a 
stock. The missile, — a long nail as a rule — laid in the groove 
of the stock, is propelled by a string drawn tight across the 
bow and held fast by a catch, which is nailed to the stock, 
acting as a sort of trigger. At nightfall the bonfires built up 
in the morning are kindled, and the boys jump over them. 

^ J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, vol. m. p. 146. 

2 Ih. vol. n. pp. 209 foil. 

^ A. A. FouWov, *'H Kara to Uaryyaiov Xc6pa,' p. 41. 



28 Macedonian Folklore 

Identical customs are observed in several Slavonic countries. 
" In some parts of Russia," says Ralston, " the end or death of 
winter is celebrated on the last day of the Butter- Week, by the 
burning of ' the straw Mujik ' — a heap of straw, to which each 
of the participators in the ceremony contributes his portion." 
In Bulgaria "during the whole week, the children amuse them- 
selves by shooting with bows and arrows, a custom which... is 
supposed, by some imaginative writers, to have referred in 
olden times to the victory obtained by the sunbeams — the 
arrows of the far-darting Apollo — over the forces of cold and 
darkness."^ 

The custom of kindling bonfires on the first Sunday in Lent 
and of throwing missiles into the air prevails in many parts of 
Western Europe. In Swabia the arrows and stones are replaced 
by thin round pieces of wood. In all these cases of pagan 
survival* the bonfires are built by boys on the crests of moun- 
tains and hills as in Macedonia. Whether the Greeks of this 
province have borrowed the pastime of stone and arrow shooting 
from their Slav neighbours or have inherited it from their own 
remote ancestors,' it would be difficult to say. But in any 
case it is an interesting relic of bygone times. Apart from any 
symbolical or ritual significance which may or may not lurk 
in the practice, the use of the sling and the bow by the 
Macedonian boys at play is instructive as a conspicuous 
instance of a custom outliving in the form of a game the 
serious business of which it originally was only an imitation. 
Toy bows and slings are extremely popular among boys all 
over Europe at certain times of the year, and keeping up, as 
they do, the memory of a warlike art now extinct, are regarded 
by ethnologists as sportive survivals of ancient culture, if not 
of ancient cult.* The bonfires and the flea will reappear in 
connection with the Midsummer festivities. 



1 Ealston, Songs Qf the Russian People^ p. 210. 

2 J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, vol. ni. pp. 238 foil. 

3 In ancient times the Eaunians in Asia Minor, who regarded themselves as 
being of Cretan origin, used to turn out armed, ** hitting the air with their 
spears and saying that they were expelling the foreign gods." Hdt. i. 172. 

* Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. i. p. 73. 
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In the evening of Cheese-Sunday it is the custom for the 
younger members of the community to call on their elder 
relatives, godfathers and godmothers, in order to beg forgiveness 
for their trespasses and beseech their blessing. Women, for some 
reason or other, take with them a cake, an orange or a lemon 
as a propitiatory offering to those on whom they call. The sym- 
bolic meaning of these gifts, if they ever had one, has long since 
gone the way of all tradition. It may be worth while, however, 
to recall that this amiable act of duty was once in vogue among 
our own folk also. On the mid Sunday of Lent it was the 
custom to go a-mothering, that is to pay a formal visit to one's 
parents, especially the female one, and to take to them some 
slight gift, such as a cake or a trinket. Whence the day itself 
was named Mothering Sunday.^ The similarity between the 
old English and the modem Macedonian practice is well 
illustrated by Herrick*s lines to Dianeme: 

lie to thee a simnelP bring, 
'Gainst thou go'st a-mothering ; 
So that, when she blesseth thee. 
Half that blessing thou'lt give me.^ 

The analogy extends to the festivity peculiar to the day. 
At supper-time a tripod is set near the hearth, or in the middle 
of the room, and upon it is placed a wooden or copper tray 
(acvi). Round the table thus extemporized sit the members 
of the family cross-legged, with the chief of the household at 
the head. The repast is as sumptuous as befits the eve of a 
long fast, and a cake forms one of the most conspicuous items 
on the menu. Before they commence eating the younger 
members of the family kneel to their elders {kclvovv or /3d^ovv 
fierdvoia) and obtain absolution, after which performance the 
banquet begins. 

When the plates are removed there follows an amusing game 
called 'Gaping' (xciaKa) and corresponding to our Christmas 
game of Bob-cherry or Bobbing Apple. A long thread is tied 

1 The Book of Days, vol. i. p. 336. 
' i.q. Lent-Cake. 
' Hesperides 685. 
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ToO Aa^dpov, 

The Feast of Lazarus is also in some districts made the 
occasion of song and rejoicing. At Nigrita, for example, on 
that day girls and boys go about the streets singing and dancing 
and collecting presents — a form of begging known to the 
ancients by the name of dry€pfjL6<;, and to our own peasants as 
going a-corning, gooding, and so forth. The dancers are called 
Aa^aplvat^, and their songs Aa^apiavd or Aa^apLcoTVKa (sc. 
rpayovSia), Most of these compositions have been handed 
down from mother to daughter for ages, and unfortunately 
have suffered much in transmission. I give below some of the 
least mutilated fragments which I was enabled to pick up. 
As the reader will see, the subject of the song is for the most 
part adapted to the circumstances of the person to whom it is 
addressed. 



To a damsel betrothed. 

no)9 irai}^^ 6 Tovpfco^ t aXoyo Krj 6 ^pdr/KOf; to Kapd/Sv 
*'ET<r' Tra/fet k eva<i vecovTa-cKO^ fik rrjv Ka\rjv aTTCO^^et. 
'2 rd yovaTd rrjv eiracpve, '9 Ta fidrva rrjv ^cKovae, 
'S rd fidrta, \ rd fiaro^vWa kt) dvdfieaa '9 rd ^pxiSta. 

"As the Turk dallies with his steed and the Frank with his ship, 
Even so dallies a youth with his fair one. 
He will take her on his knees and kiss her on the eyes, 
On the eyes, on the eyelids, and between the eyebrows." 

II. 

To a love-lorn youth. 

Kel V dyaira^;, Xe^evrri fi\ arelXe yvpeylre, 

2TetX.€ Trjv dhep^rj aov irpo^evrjTLaaa. 

K/} dv he aov Bcoaovv, irdXi avpe fiova')(p^, 

^Avi^a '9 TO TTTfydBt ktj dpyoXdfirjae, 

Na fjLa^(0')(Tovv KOireXKai^ 0X0 €fiop<l>aL<;, 

HdpO^ KoX iceivrj ttov 0e\, K€Lprj V dyaira*;. 
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K\€^' rriVy Xe/Sevrrf fi, #e\€^* rrfv, /c\€^' rtfv iripBixa, 
Xvp* TTjv *9 ra Kop^ovkoyia^ V rk yjrrjXct fiovvd, 
Ke? TToi) \a\ovv t drjSovva Kol t aypta ttovXm. 

** Where thy love dwells, my brave youth, thither send and ask. 
Send thy sister as a match-maker. 
And if they give her not to thee, go thyself. 
Go up to the fountain and set to wooing. 
That maidens passing flEdr may be gathered there, 
That amongst them may also come she whom thou lovest. 
Then carry her off, my brave youth, carry her off, carry off the pretty 

partridge, 
Take her to the hills, to the high mountain-peaks, 
Where the nightingales and the wild birds sing." 

III. 

To a newly-married woman. 

BovfoCSa ^ /a', Tt Tpaveveaai, Kal aepvei,^ to Kafidpv ; 
To 7rft)9 vd firjv Tpaveveofiac koI aepv<o to Kafidpi, ; 
^^Erfd) \a) dvTpa /3a<rc\€a koI ireOepbv d^ivrrf^ 
Kal iredepcL ^aaiXiaaa Kal '70) ffaaiXoirovXa. 

^'My dear little bride, wherefore dost thou draw thyself up, and hold 

thy head high?' 
* How can I but draw myself up and hold my head high ? 
I have a king for a husband and a lord for a father-in-law, 
My mother-in-law is a queen, and a princess I.''' 

IV. 

To a young mother. 

TAdva V* ak '^(dpae. o Oeo^ Ta Svo irepiaTepovSca, 
Mdva fi\ vd Ta irepiKoXfj^ Kvpco p^ vd tov So^d^rjf;, 
Na 'xaip'qaai, '9 to yd/jLo T979, v dWaf?;9 '9 ttj x^P^ '^^' 
Na St^9 fcy Vo TOV K6p<f>o T179 irepilKLa vd yvpi^ovv, 
HepSUca, Xpuo-oTrepSt/ca, XP^^^ p^aXap^aTevta. 

^ This word is new to me, bat I take it to be a synonym of Kop4>opo^ta, 
'hill-tops.' 

3 A synonym of the dim. vvifHiv^a, * a dear little bride,* from the Bulgarian 
60210, * bride.* 

A. P. 3 
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** Mother to whom God has given this pair of tender dovelets, 
Mother dear, pray for them and praise the Lord for them. 
Mayest thou rejoice at her marriage, dress for her wedding; 
Mayest thou witness a flock of young partridges encircling her bosom, 
Young partridges, golden partridges, partridges of purest gold." 



The enterprising lover. 

''Eva? XelSevTt)^ koI vreXrj^ /cal 'vd ^^lo iraWrjKapi 
Me Ta?9 fia'^alpatf; TrepTrarel, rij x^P^ (jyo/Sepi^ei,' 
Tif %a>/)a i<f>ol3€pi^e xal tov<; KoT^afjLirao'rjSe^' 
" red Bo pi! re rrj KdKovSd p,ov, ytd So pH re r^ KaXrj pov, 
Na (fyKLda-OD OTriria irerpwrd koX aKoKac^ pappapevun^;, 
Na (f>KLda<o Koi r dX&vi puov \ ttjv aKpa rrj daXdaaa, 
Nd KOOKivi^co pLoKapM vd iriffyr puipyapLTdpL, 
K17 Vo rd Koa/civla-para vd hiv rfj*; Aa^apLvai^" 

"A brave youth, a noble gallant lad. 

Is strolling armed with knives and threatening the village ; 

He threatened the village and its notables thus : 
•*Come, give my fair love to me, come give up my fair one. 

That I may build a stone palace with marble stairs. 

That I may build my threshing-floor on the shore of the sea. 

To sift gold, and let pearls drop beneath. 

And of the sifbings give a share to the Maids of Lazarus.' " 

At Liakkovikia the same custom prevails on the morning 
of Palm Sunday (KvpiaKr) r&v ^attov). As the congregation 
streams out of church, the girls of the village form parties 
of threes and fours and, each holding a gold-embroidered 
handkerchief or two, go about singing outside each house 
songs appropriate to the age and condition of the occupants. 
The carol is accompanied by more or less elegant contortions 
of the body and vigorous wavings of the handkerchiefs. The 
songstresses are known as Batarpai^ or *Palm Maids' and 
their carols as ^atriKa} 

^ A. A. VovffioVf **H Kara to nay7a(oi' Xupa,* p. 45. 
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Holy Week (MeydXrf ^^SofMoBa), 

Holy Thursday (MeydKrf Ilec^Tiy). In some districts on 
this day, as well as on Lady Day (March 25th), the people 
are in the habit of hanging from the balconies and the windows 
of their houses red kerchiefs or sashes. On this day also the 
Paschal eggs are dyed. The peasant mother takes the first 
coloured egg and with it crosses (Biaaravpcovu) her child's face 
and neck, saying : Kokkivo adv r avyo, Kal yepo adv rrj irirpa, 
that is, " Mayest thou grow red as is this egg, and strong as a 
stone." This egg is then placed near the icon of the Panaghia 
and is left there until the following year, when a new one takes 
its place. The red colour of the Easter eggs and of the kerchiefs 
mentioned above is explained by folklorists as referring to the 
brightness of spring. On this day they also make a kind of 
cakes, called from their shape "turtle-doves" (ScKoxrovpai^), 
with a clove or a grain of pepper doing duty as an eye. 

Good Friday {MeydXrj Tlapaa/cevij). On this day the 
peasants eschew all kinds of food prepared with vinegar, 
because, they say, it was on this day that the Jews moistened 
our Lord's lips with vinegar. 

Holy Saturday {MeydXo Xd^Paro), They are careful not 
to wash their heads, lest their hair should turn grey. 

Easter Sunday (riacr^^a, Haa'xaXidy or Aapnrprj, "Bright"). 
This last name corresponds to the Russian Svyetlaya and may 
be compared with our own Easter,^ both of which appellations 
suggest brightness. The Resurrection is celebrated twice. 
First at a midnight mass on the eve (UpcoTrj ^AvdaraaisiX and 
again about mid-day on Easter Day {^evrkpa 'Ai/ao-rao-t?). 
The first is also called KaXo? A0709, or the "Good Word." 
The gospel for the day is read out in the churchyard beneath the 
star-bespangled sky and is immediately followed by the hymn 
beginning with the words " Christ is risen " (Xpto-riJ? dveamrj), 
in which the whole congregation joins. The announcement 

^ A. -Sax. Edstre, O.H.G. Ostara, a goddess of light or spring, in honour of 
whom a festival was celebrated in April, whence this month was called Easter- 
mdndth. Dr Annandale's Diet, s.v, 

3—2 
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of the "good word" is greeted with loud peals of fire-arms 
and with the sound of bells or the wood gongs {arniavrpd) still 
in use in some parts of the country. In the midst of this uproar 
the priest holds up a lighted candle and calls on the congregation 
to " Come and receive light " (Aeure Xdffere c^w?). The faithful 
obey the summons with great alacrity. There is an onrush at 
the priest, and those who get near him first kindle their candles 
at the very fountain-head of light ; the less fortunate, or less 
muscular, ones have to be content with illumination at second 
hand.^ But the result from a purely aesthetic point of view is 
the same. The dark night is suddenly lighted up with hundreds 
of small flickering flames, trembling in the hands of people 
anxious to escape from the fire-arms, squibs, and crackers, which 
boom and hiss in dangerous proximity all round them. 

On the tapers secured at the cost of so much exertion, not 
unattended by some risk to life and limb, is set a propor- 
tionally high value. The miraculous powers attributed to 
these Easter tapers may be compared to those which were 
ascribed to the Candlemas candles in Catholic times in 
England.^ The women, on their return from church, use 
these tapers for the purpose of burning the bugs, in the pious 
hope that they will thus get rid of them for ever — a custom 
which agrees well with the extermination of fleas : the avowed 
object of the Macedonian bonfires. 

The ceremony of " receiving light " is, of course, symbolical, 
and true believers entertain no doubt that the light is the light 
of Christ. Sceptical students, however, have long since arrived 
at the conclusion that here again we are confronted by a survival 
of paganism : that the " new light " is only a cousin german to 
the " new fire " and to the bonfires, customary at this time of 
year in many widely severed lands, and that the real remote 

^ So far as my own experience goes, I am unable to confirm Mr Frazer's 
impious suspicion " that the matches which bear the name of Lucifer have some 
share in the sudden illumination " (The Golden Bought vol. m. p. 247). The 
people are too unenlightened to venture on such illicit methods of illumination, 
and far too economical to waste a match, when there are so many candles 
burning close at hand. 

^ For some verses setting forth these wonderful virtues see The Book of 
Days, vol. i. p. 213. 
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meaning of all these kindlings is to procure heat and sunshine 
for the crops by means of magical ceremonies^ — the destruction 
of noxious vermin being a later development. The keeping of 
the fire alive throughout the Paschal Week, which is the 
practice in several parts of Macedonia, forms another proof 
of the underlying notion. To make the case stronger, in some 
districts of the country until quite recently the people indulged 
in the annual cremation of a straw 'Judas' — an effigy which 
finds its counterpart in many quarters and which is interpreted 
as a representative of the old tree-spirit or spirit of vegetation." 
To return to the service. 

The congregation having lighted their tapers turn towards 
the church and find the doors closed. They knock upon them 
chanting in chorus : " Lift the gates, O ye rulers of ours, and 
ye eternal gates be lifted ; for there will enter Christ, the King 
of glory ! " To this a voice from within answers : " Who is this 
King of glory ? " Those without reply : " He is a Lord strong 
and powerful. He is a Lord mighty in war!"' Thereupon 
the doors are thrown open, and the congregation troop into the 
building, where the service is resumed. 

The words " Christ is risen " are the signal for breaking the 
long fast of Lent, and many take to church a red egg and 
a bun which, as soon as the words are uttered, they devour 
with pardonable eagerness. After service the peasant mothers 
secretly place under their children's pillows red eggs, and 
when the little ones wake in the morning, they are told 
that this is a present brought in the dead of night by 
Paschalia, a female personification of Easter, just as English 
children believe, or used to believe, that the stocking which 

1 J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bought vol. in. pp. 245 foil. 

* lb. p. 314. The castom still survives in a vigorous form at Therapia, the 
fashionable summer resort of Constantinople. The natives of that suburb are 
in the habit of burning on Good Friday a number of ' Jews ' made of cast-off 
clothes stuffed with straw. The Daily Chronicle of May 2, 1902, contains a 
graphic description of the custom by its Constantinople correspondent. 

' ***ApaT€ inJXof ol &pxorres -^ixwv Koi iir&pOirre iri^Xai aZc^ytat, elffekeOtrerai yap 6 
^affiXeits ttjs Sdfi/f Xpiffrds.'* " Tff euros 6 /3o<riXej>s ttJs 8^97? ; " *' Ei^ptos xparaibs 
Kal dwardst Ki^piof Urxvpbs h iro\4fjufi,** A. A. Tovalov, *'H Kara t6 Udyyaiou X(u/)a/ 
p. 46. 
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is hung from the bedpost on Christmas Eve is filled by Santa 
Glaus. 

To the second service, which takes place in the day-time, 
the people go with lighted tapers, and when it is over, the 
congregation embrace, forgiving and forgetting mutual offences, 
and salute each other with the formula: ''Christ is risen," 
to which the answer is "He is risen indeed!" (AX7jd&<i 
aviarrj), and this continues to be the regular form of greeting 
until Ascension Day. The Easter feast lasts three days, during 
which visits are exchanged, the visitors being presented with 
a red egg. The pi^e de resistance of the Easter banquet is 
a lamb roasted whole {a^axTdpt). Indeed so indispensable 
is this item, that it has given rise to a proverb, liaa'xaXi'Ci 
Xfijpl? apvl he* yiverat, " Easter without a lamb is a thing that 
cannot be," applied to those whose ambition exceeds their 
means. 

On Easter Tuesday the people resort to the open country, 
where the girls dance and the youths amuse themselves by 
shooting at the mark {arjiidhC), wrestling {irakavfia), jumping 
(TTTjh'qfiaX running (rpi^ifw), the throwing of heavy stones 
{pixvovv Tf) irerpa) and similar sports, all possible successors 
to the old Greek games. 

A favourite song at Easter is one beginning as follows : 

^HpOe TO Miya Sd/3/3aTOy fipff" rj MeydXrj Jle<f>T7) 
*Hp^e K fj AafjLirpoKvpiaKTj fie rbv /ca\o tov \6yo. 
'H fjidv* dWd^ec top vyto k rj dtep(f>ri top ^(ovei,, 
Top fciv' TO ^^vcrofoui/apo, ^pvcro fiaXafMaTepio, 
Kal KLPTfaav koX irdripap pcl irdp pd fieTcCKd^ovp. 



"Holy Saturday is come and Holy Thursday too, 
The Bright Sunday is also come with the Good Word. 
A mother dresses her son and his sister girds him, 
She girds him with a gold girdle, a girdle of pure gold. 
They set out to participate in the sacrament, etc." 

The sequel is only a variant of the gruesome story published 
elsewhere.^ 

^ See Songs of Modem Greece, p. 184, **The Excommunicated." 
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In some places, as Serres, the fire is not allowed to go out 
through the Paschal Week (AiaKaiPi^aifio^ €0So/id^\ which is 
considered as one day. 

First Sunday after Easter, or St Thomases Day (rod %<ofia). 

This Sunday is also celebrated with great ecJM. After 
morning service the villagers go out to an open space where 
the sports are to be held. At Nigrita the favourite spot is on 
the sloping banks of a watercourse (Xa/c/co?). To that place 
may early in the forenoon be seen repairing a miscellaneous 
crowd of country folk in festive mood and attire. A group 
of some twenty or thirty maids, with snow-white kerchiefs 
over their heads, leads the procession, singing various songs, 
among which the following is perhaps the most popular : 

'H ^apovhih ^^iPLa)TL<raa Aevripa fiepa KLvrjae 
Na Trdrj yta ^arjfjLO'x^oiyfia, ^crrj/jLO'XfOfia, iraro'xayfia, 
Kal aKeTrapvih Sep IX^;^e, /jlov *Xax^ t dpyvpo raairty 
Kal Kpovec fiid Kal tcpovet Svo, Kal Kpovet rpeU Kal reaaape^, 
Kal ireae r dariii6')((M>p,a Kal aKeiraae rrj MapovScd, 
'9iXrj XaXLraav Ifiya^e, "XaXlraa fij aKiae ra ^ovvd, 
Na 7ra9 *<? t^ fjbdva fi ^'^vvfjua, vcL (^ovKaXLai^ t^9 aiXal^y 
Na arpoDa rov Ka^ioxa '* 

"Maroudia, a maid of Achinos,^ set out on a Monday 
To go for silver-earth, flooring-earth.^ 
She took not a common spade, but took a silver spade. 
She strikes once, she strikes twice, she strikes three and four times, 
And there fell the silver-earth and covered up Maroudia. 
She sent forth a shrill cry: *My voice, rend the mountains 
And carry to my mother a message to sweep the courts clean, 
To spread the carpet '" 

The song is not of a very high order as poetry, yet it is 
interesting as referring to an everyday occupation of the 
women of the district. 

^ A village close to the lake of the same name not far from Nigrita. 

* A kind of hard earth with which the inhabitants smear the floors of their 
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Having reached the rendezvous, the damsels disperse and 
pick from the stones in the torrent-bed a kind of moss locally 
known as ^xo, and with it they dye their finger-tips and 
palms. In this excursion they are usually escorted by a 
cavalcade of young men, and, while they are busy embellishing 
their hands, their cavaliers run races. In the meantime the 
sports are in full swing. The prizes given to the winners vary 
according to the different events. Thus, for instance, the 
winner at running gets a lamb or a kid. He slings it across 
his shoulders and, preceded by an ear-rending band of drums 
{vToovXta) and pipes (^ovppdSe^), leads the crowd away; the 
damsels follow dancing and singing. This event comes off in 
the morning. After lunch take place wrestling matches, the 
combatants being stripped to the waist. The prize for this 
event is likewise a lamb or kid, and the victor is greeted with 
loud rolling of drums, shrill screaming of pipes, firing of pistols 
and flint-locks, and promiscuous shouting and cheering from 
the crowd. These somewhat discordant noises gradually sub- 
side into song, and dancing ensues. 

This is only a local festival, but on the 2nd of May, I was 
told, there are held international games in which join wrestlers 
from as far as Sirpa, a village fifteen minutes' walk from 
Nigrita. The prizes on that occasion are on a proportionally 
larger scale, a bull or an ox being awarded to the first winner, 
and a * yearling goat ' {^rjXi&pc) to the second best. 

The Feast of Rovsa. 

On the feast of Mid-Pentecost (Mea-oTrevTrjKoari]), that 
is on the twenty-fifth day after Easter, occurs a ceremony 
which has for its object the warding off of scarlatina (ko/c- 
Kcviraa). At Melenik it is called Rousa or Rosa, a designation 
which some of the natives derive from the crimson colour of 
the eruption, accompanying the fever ; but which may possibly 
be a remnant of the old Roman Rosalia or Feast of the Roses, 
Before entering upon a description of the rite as performed 
at the present day in Macedonia, it will be well to glance 
at the history of the festival in some other parts of the Greek 
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world. The name of the Roman festival (VovaaKia) is pre- 
served among the peasants of the Peloponnesus, though it is 
no longer applied to a feast of roses. It is the common 
designation of a Feast of the Dead held on the Saturday 
before Whit-Sunday. This transference of the name, according 
to some authorities,^ points to a closer relation of the modern 
observance to the ancient Greek Feast of Flowers (^AvO€aTi]pca) 
— a three days' festival of Dionysos, in the month of Anthe- 
sterion, that is about the end of February and beginning of 
March — which also was in a large measure a Feast of the 
Dead. 

Colonel Leake, writing at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, records some interesting details concerning the feast 
at Parga. "They (viz. the customs) were collected on the 
1st of May, and the seven days following, when there was a 
festival (iravrjyvpt) at the expense of Venice, which was called 
the Rosalia (17 'PcjadXia). On the eighth day, the 'Vaxra- 
Xi&rac, or keepers of the feast of Rosalia, had a sham fight 
{irXaa-rdp w6\€/Jbov\ of two parties dressed, one as Italians, 
the other as Turks. The latter were made prisoners and 
carried before the Proveditore, who dismissed them with a 
present. It was customary for the Proveditore on this occasion 
to pardon an exile or criminal for whom the archons might 
intercede." 2 

The festival as performed at Melenik has nothing to do 
either with the dead or with customs and criminals. Its aim 
is purely sanitary, and it is exclusively confined to children 
of both sexes. The children rise betimes and assemble in a 
place fixed upon on the eve. Three girls are deputed to go 
round to three difierent houses and beg at each of them a 
small quantity of flour, which they bring to the meeting-place. 
This flour is handed to a girl who must bear a name unique 
in the neighbourhood. She sifts it with a sieve which she 
holds behind her back, then kneads it and forms it into 

1 See the views of Prof. Politis summarised in Mr Rennell Rodd*s The 
Customs and Lore of Modem Greece t p. 139. 

2 Leake, Travels in Northern Greece^ vol. i. p. 624. Note II. to Cli. V. 
On Parga. 
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ring-shaped cakes (KoXovpca), which are baked in a small 
toy-oven built for the nonce. While this is doing, the rest 
of the girls and boys of the party run round to other houses 
in the neighbourhood and collect flour, butter, honey, sesame- 
oil, etc. Out of these materials the eldest among them make 
a number of little rolls, which are baked in an ordinary public 
oven, and cook other viands. When all is ready, boys and 
girls sit down to a banquet, followed by songs and dancing. 
Towards evening the party breaks up, and the children disperse 
to their several homes. 

The ring-shaped cakes, which were made by the girl of the 
unique name and baked in the specially built little oven, are 
divided among them and are hung up to dry behind a door. 
Whenever anyone of the children who participated in the fSte 
is attacked by scarlatina, or any kindred disease, a piece of 
these cakes is pounded and sprinkled over the skin, which 
is previously smeared with molten sugar, honey, or sesame-oil. 
This is supposed to be an infallible cure. 

In certain other districts the rite has been simplified. The 
children go round begging flour, oil, etc., and out of these 
ingredients a pie (irovydraa) is made in each house separately. 
The children partake of it singing. 

Though I have noticed at some length the possible con- 
nection of the festival with the Rosalia, I am inclined to 
think that the Melenikiote interpretation is most likely correct. 
In that case the Scarlet Fever is by the Macedonians personified 
under the name of 'Tovaa, or the 'Red Woman' — a personi- 
fication highly probable in itself,* and rendered especially so by 
the circumstance that the same disease is personified by the 
Persians in the shape of Al — a " blushing maid, with locks of 
flame and cheeks all rosy red."' 

^ Parallel personifications of diseases wiU be noticed in the sequel 
2 Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. p. 295. 



CHAPTER V. 

APRIL, MAY, AND JUNE. 

The First of April (UpayTaTrptXid) is in some parts of 
Macedonia, as in most parts of Europe, believed to authorize 
harmless fibs, and many practical jokes are played on that day 
by the Macedonian wags. 

The sheep are shorn in this month, and for days together 
the air is filled with the plaintive voices of lambs unable to 
recognize their close-cropped dams, and by the impatient 
bleatings of ewes unable to understand why their offspring 
keep aloof. The shearing of sheep is especially associated with 
the feast of St George, of which more anon. 

Weather-lore also has something to say about April: 
'AirpiXv^y Mai79 /covrd to Oepo^y " April and May — harvest is 
drawing near," and 'S r&v d/jLapTco\a>p rf) %(o/)a rov MaioTrptXo 
XLovi^ei, "In the land of sinners it snows through April and 
May."^ 

April is also known among the peasants as *St George's 

Month ' ( AyLoyecjpyirr}^), from the feast of that saint on the 

23rd. St George is a very popular saint. Even the brigands 

regard him as their patron and, after a successful coup, they 

generally assign a share of their booty to him, in the form of 

offerings to his church or image. It is a somewhat strange 

manifestation of piety ; yet the feelings by which it is dictated 

are no less sincere and genuine than were those which prompted 

the ancients to give a tenth of the enemy's spoil to the god 

who had helped them to win the victory, and perhaps it is quite 

as acceptable as any Te Deum. Besides, the St George of folk 

^ For EngUsh folk-sayings concerning April weather see The Book of Days, 
Tol. I. p. 456 ; B. Inwards, Weather Lore, p. 28. 
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imagination is hardly the St George of the Church. Tradition 
has invested his character with attributes and embellished his 
career with achievements which would have surprised the old 
gentleman considerably. Readers of Percy's Reliques will re- 
member the romantic ballad^ in which St George is described 
as the son of an English lord, borne away in infancy by " the 
weird Lady of the woods," and all the other incidents woven 
round his attractive personality. The Macedonian peasant also 
has many a quaint story to tell of his favourite saint. 

The song given below was dictated to the writer by a 
peasant girl of Sochos. From this composition it appears that 
St George is regarded as a kind of mediaeval knight on horse- 
back, armed in the orthodox fashion, and as the bearer of gifts 
to those who are fortunate enough to win his favour. 

ToO "Ai* Vea>pyq to rpar/ovSi, 

""At Ved)pyrj KajSaWdprj 
Me <nra6l koI fie Kovrdpi, 
Ao9 fie TO KXeihaKL aov 
N' dvoi^o) TO fiaTCLKL aov [?] 
Na itw TL e%€t9 yAaa^ 
"'ZcTapi, KpcOdpi, 
^TTvpl fiapyapcTapL,*' 
"Ao9 TTJ vv(f>7j KaaTava 
Kal Tov f^afiirpb /capvScay 
Kal TTJ KdXrj fjua^ ireOepd 
'OXo^pvo-a /xavTTjXia, 
Kal Th iratBcct /covTvXca,** 

I. Ballad of St George. 

"St George, knight of the sword and spear, 

Give me thy little key that I may open thy little eye, [?] 

And see what thou carriest within." 
"Wheat and barley, and grains of pearl." 
"Give to the bride chestnuts and to the groom walnuts, 

To our dear mother-in-law kerchiefs of pure gold, 

And to the children pencils." 

1 The Birth of St George, 
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In another ballad sung, like the above, on the saint's feast, 
St George plays rather an unchivalrous r6le. I will give here 
only the translation, as the text, which I took down at Nigrita, 
is merely a variant of a song already published in Passow's 
collection (No. 587V 

II. Ballad of St George, 

" A young Turk, the king's own grandson, falls in love with 
a Christian maid and wishes to make her his. He desires her ; 
but she desires him not. She runs away, placing hills and 
mountains between her pursuer and herself. In the way 
which she goes, she finds St George sitting at a deserted little 
chapel. 

' My lord St George, great be thy name ! I beseech thee hide 
me this instant. Oh save me from the hands of the Turk !' 

The marble walls were rent asunder, and the maid entered. 

At that very moment, lo ! the Turk arrived before St 
George. 'My lord St George, great be thy name! The maid 
whom thou keepest here, I beseech thee give her to me. I 
will bring thee cartloads of candles, cartloads of frankincense, 

^ On comparing my version with Passow's again I find that the former, 
thongh by no means perfect, is not only fnUer than Passow's bat presents so 
many points of difference that it may be worth while to insert it : 

"Eva fUKpb TovpK6firov\Of toO /SairiXea dyydi'i, 

Micb *Pw/A|;oiroO\* dydiniffe Kal OOiei vd rrj vdpxi, 

Til 0i\ei, 64* top ^Aet. 

IlcUpvei rd 6pTf dfirrpoard koX rd ^owd Vd vUrta. 

'2 t6 BpbfJLO bvov TrdawCf 's rd dp6fio voO rraaivei, 

BpUrK* rbv "AX Tewpyrj Koffovprav ai fud * prjfioKKXrjaovSa* 

""Ai* Tecapy d<p4vTri /a', fieydXo Tuvofjud <rou, 

AMf T^iv Capa Kpi^rpe fie V* rd Toi^pKiKa rd x^pta*" 

Tcb fidp/Aopa patarriKav k rj xdprj /Airaivei pAffo., 

NA K^i b TovpKos 7rp6</>Ta(r€ fnrpwrrd *s rbv "AX Tewpyrj' 

""At" Teutpy d<f>4vT7i /a*, /teyaXo Ttavo/JM <rou, 

AM] T^i Koprj VcSxcts 3w, 60i(a vd pA tti ScStrys, 

Qd <f>4p* dfjM^i rb Kcply dpd^t, rb dvpudfjLa 

Kal 's rd ^ov^aKorbiiapa dd KOV^aXu rb Xadi, 

'S rij viffTi (Tov 6d ^aifynarQ Kal Teupyrj Tuivofw, fxov.** 

Td fidpfULpa pat<m\Kav k ri Kbprj PyrJKC 6^u), 

Til *ir7jp b ToOpKos k f</>vy€. 
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and oil will I bring tbee in big buffalo-skins. I will also be 
christened into thy faith, and my name shall be George/ 

The marble walls were rent asunder, and the maid came 
forth. The Turk seized her and sped away." 

The poet does not say whether the young Turk fulfilled his 
vow ; but one would not be sorry to hear that he did not. 



May, 

Sicker this morrow, no longer ago, 
I saw a shoal of shepheards outgo 
With singing, and shouting, and jolly cheer. 

ShephearcPs CaleTider, 

The First of May (JlptoTOfmia) is spent " in dance and song 
and game and jest." Parties are formed " to fetchen home 
May" {va TTidaovv rov Marj) and go to picnic in the plains 
and meadows. The youths weave wreaths of wild flowers and 
of sprays of the fragrant tree called after the day Protomma, 
and hang them outside the doors of their sweethearts, accord- 
ing to the common European custom which is explained by 
folklorists as due to the belief in the fertilising power of the 
tree-spirit.^ Similar garlands adorn the lintels, beams, and 
windows of each cottage and are allowed to remain there until 
they are quite dry, when they are burnt.^ 

One of the flowers gathered on this day is picked out by 
the girls for purposes of divination on the subject which is 
uppermost in maids* minds the world over. This privileged 
blossom is the humble daisy, in Macedonia called pappas. 
They pluck its white petals one by one, repeating the familiar 
" He loves me ; he loves me not " (M' ayaira, Se' fi dyairay 
Some of these blossoms are dried, to be used in winter as 
medicine against coughs. 



1 J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, vol. i. p. 195. 
3 Cp. G. Georgeakis et L^on Pineau, Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos ^ p. 301. 
' A. A. TovffloVf *'H icori t6 Uayyaiov Xtopa,* p. 46. Cp. Memoirs of the 
American Folk-Lore Society , yoI. iy. pp. 44, 45. 
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Among the many songs sung on this occasion the following 
is a great favourite: 

Too pa V Maiy? /c r/ " kvoL^i,^ 
Tdpa TO /eaXoKaipiy 
Toipa K'p 6 ^ivo^ ^ovkeTai 
'2 rov TOiro rov vd irdrj. 

"Now is May and Spring, 
Now is the fine weather, 
Now the stranger bethinks himself 
To return to his native land." 

To these simple verses the country girls will dance for 
hours, repeating them again and again. 

Another song, which I heard at Melenik, impressed me with 
its simple sentimentality. An enthusiast might even venture 
to claim for it a place beside Anacreon's sweet ode, beginning 
with the words Su fiev <f>L\r) x^XiSdv, 

^eXiBovdfci fjbov yXvfcOf 
Baaavtafievo^ iroifiai ^y(o, 
*fl yXvfco fiov ;^€\a8oi/a, 
Tt)? y\vKeLa<; avyrj<; drjSovi, 
ll€pLKa\& ae Trerafe, 
Xvpe K7j dXKov KoX ^era^e* 
"fl^ OdpOfj Koi TO irovTu fwvy 
"tid fi aKova-Tf rif (fxavq fiov ; 

" tloi<rav, irovXl fi, roaov Katpo, 
2e KapTcpova aap top T/oe\Xo;" 
" "H/tai/ '9 rh oprj, \ rd ^ovpd, 
Miaa \ rd Kpova-raWa vepd, 
^Jifiap fieaa '9 rfj^ SpoadSyq, 
*2 Tov Malov T^9 irpaaipdhri^r 

"My sweet little swallow, 
See how wretched I am, 

my dear swallow. 
Sweet Mom's nightingale, 

1 pray thee fly. 

Go abroad and ask : 

Oh will my own bird ever come. 

Will she ever listen to my voice? 
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'Where wert thou, my own bird, this long while, 

And I waiting for thee like one demented?' 
'I dwelt in the mountains and in the hills, 

Amidst the crystal springs. 

I dwelt amidst the cooling dews. 

In May's green plantations.'" 

A third ballad, dealing with the balmy beauties of May, 
was dictated to me by a native of the isle of Thasos : 

Ei/a TTouXi OaXaaaivo k €va ttovXI fiovvijaio* 

^covd^ei TO OaXaa-aivo koI Xeei to fiovvija-co' 

"Tt fie <l)(ovd^€t^, fip* dBep^i, kol ri fie irapayyiXvei^ ;** 

**2u/oe, irovki fi\ \ tov totto fiov, avpe \ ri) yvvaiKci fiov** 

"Fft) /cap7€p& T^i/ "Kvot^iy TOV Mar], to KoXoKaipi, 

NA fiTTOVfiirovKidaovv Tct fiovvd, vd a/cidxrovv Ta Xay/cdBuiy 

Na fiyovv ol BXa;^06 ^ \ Ta fiovvdy k 17 'SXd-)(ri^ '9 Ta Xay/cdBuiy 

Na irdpa) to TOv<f>^Ki fiov vd fiy& vd Kw^fytfao), 

K.al vavpco Ttfv dydirr} fiov vd tt] yXvKO^CXrjaa)*' 

" There was a bird of the sea and a bird of the hills. 

The bird of the sea calls, and the bird of the hills replies : 

* Wherefore dost thou call me, brother, what is thy command ? * 

*Go, my dear bird, to my native land, go to my wife.' 

*I am waiting for Spring, for May, for the fine weather, 

For the mountains to burst into bud, for the forests to grow shady, 

For the shepherds to come forth on the hills, and the shepherdesses 

into the woods, 
That I may take my musket and go forth a-hunting, 
That I may find my beloved and give her a sweet kiss.'" 

It will be noticed that the conventional metaphor of the 
birds is dropped towards the end of the song, and the speaker 
resumes his human character and tastes.* 

As an instance of the perfect abandon, which characterizes 
the May Day festivities of the modern Greeks, may be mentioned 
a custom which until quite recently prevailed in the island of 

^ BXdxot fti^d 6Xdx]}S) * shepherds ' and ' shepherdesses.* The name Wallach 
is commonly applied to all people leading a pastoral life, whether of Wallachian 
nationality or not, and points to the nomadic character of this mysterious 
tribe. 

'^ For English May-Songs ancient and modem, see The Booh of Days, 
vol. I. p. 646. 
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Syra in the Aegean. In the evening of that day the women 
used to go down to the shore en masse and wash their feet 
in the sea. Crowds of admiring males witnessed the per- 
formance, which was accompanied by much laughter and 
good-humoured horse-play. The custom may have originated 
in some solemn ceremony of propitiation of the sea-nymphs, if 
not of Aphrodite herself. The May festivities all over Europe 
are permeated with symbolical allusions to fertility, and such 
an appeal to the spirits of the water would harmonize well 
with the analogous appeals to the tree-spirits, exemplified by 
the wreaths already mentioned. The divinings by the flower 
petals are also obviously connected with a similar idea. 

There are several saws expressing popular opinion on the 
character of this month : 'O Mai;? <^x^^ ''"' ovofia /cy 'ATrptXiy? 
rd \ov\ov8iay "May enjoys the fame, but April brings forth 
the flowers.'* Weather-lore pronounces : Mar)^ afipexo^, 'xpovid 
€vTvxt'0'f^€vr), " A rainless May portends a prosperous year."^ The 
serenity of May is, however, occasionally disturbed by hail- 
storms. The folk muse turns this untoward circumstance to 
account : 

'Ai/Ttt V/067r€ 8ev l)S/0€;^e, top Mar] ^aXa{f(oi/6t. 

" When it should it did not even rain ; in May it hails," 

a proverb applied to those who display inopportune energy or 
liberality. 

An equivalent to our saying : 

Change not a clout 
Till May be out,2 

is offered by the Macedonian commandment : M^i; ^aXa^pcoi/i?? 
t6 Kopfil <T oaov 6 "EXu/ATTo? elpac da-irpia-fievo^, "Do not 
lighten your body so long as Mount Olympus is clad in white," 
an advice the prosaic import of which is redeemed by the poetic 
form of the expression. 

^ This espeoiallj applies to the vines, v. infra September. 
* For a variety of saws concemingj May see R. Inwards, Weather Lore^ 
pp. 31 foU. 

A. P. 4 
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it signifies that great obstacles lie in the way of his or her 
happiness, and so forth. 

An allusion to this form of divination is to be found in 
a popular love-couplet which I heard at Salonica : 

"¥iva /eofifidri fiaka/Ma 0a pi^to \ to TrriydSi, 

Na teaOapeyjrrj to V€p6, vd SiS Troto? Od fie irdpy. 

"A lump of gold shall I drop into the well, 
That the water may grow clear, and I may see who my husband is to be." 

On the same evening takes pl^e another ceremony with a 
similar end in view. Water is drawn from a well into a jug, in 
perfect silence (/Sou^So or dfilXrjTo vepo)} Into it is thrown the 
white of an egg, and then it is left out in the open air through 
the night. The shapes which the egg assumes are examined 
on the following morning and interpreted in the same way as 
those of the lead. In Russia a parallel custom prevails on 
Christmas Eve ; but, instead of lead or egg, the material used 
is molten wax. The sinful professions of the *wax-melter' 
(fC7jpoxvr7)<;) and the ' lead-melter ' (fioXvfiSoxvrv^) ^r© ^^^ 
unknown to the islanders of the Aegean.'* 

Of like spells we find many traces both in England and in 
Scotland. The * Wake of Freya ' still survives as a memory, 
if not as an actual practice.' Bums in a note to Hallowe'en 
gives an interesting description of the custom as it prevailed 
in Scotland in his day,* while Keats has immortalized a kindred 
superstition in his beautiful poem, The Eve of St Agnes : 
They told her how, upon St Agnes's Eve 
Young virgins might have visions of delight, 
And soft adorings from their loves receive 
Upon the honey'd middle of the night, 
If ceremonies due they did aright* 

1 This water is also oaUed &\a\oPf see Ducange, Glossarium ad scriptores 
mediae et infimae Graecitatis, 8. v. tMorpava. 

2 W. H. D. Rouse, * Folklore from the Southern Sporades ' in Folk-Lore, 
June, 1899, p. 152. Most of these methods of divination are common to many 
parts of the Greek East ; see a few notes on AeKridaifioulai koX "OpKoi in the 
'^EBviKov 'Ilfi€po\6yiov' ^aplvov H. BperoO, Paris, 1866, pp. 219-— 220; G. 
Georgeakis et L6on Pineau, Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos, pp. 307 — 308. 

' G. Borrow, Lavengro, ch. xx. * N. 10. 

• VI. For a full description of this superstition see The Book of Bays, vol. i. 
p. 140. 
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Likewise Poor Robins Almanack for 1770 tells us how 

On St Mark's Eve, at twelve o'clock, 
The fair maid will watch her smock. 
To find her husband in the dark. 
By praying imto Good St Mark^ 

But all the above modes of divination are in Macedonia 
eclipsed by the picturesque rite which lends to the feast of the 
Baptist its popular designation. This is the rite known 
throughout the Greek world as o /eXijSopa^y and it well deserves 
a chapter to itself. It is perhaps the most interesting form of 
hydromancy which can be directly associated with the Mid- 
summer ceremonies prevalent all over Europe and regarded 
by folklorists as having for their object the promotion of 
fertility. The step from a rite of propitiation to one of divina- 
tion is but a short one. Even after the idea had been abandoned 
that the ceremonies in question operated to bring about the 
desired eflFect, the wish to obtain an omen as to the future of 
individuals, especially on matters matrimonial, might well have 
continued to be cherished. "It is thus that magic dwindles 
into divination."* 

*0 KXiJSoi/a?.' 

In Macedonia the ceremony, or pastime — for, like most of 
these rites, it has long been shorn of its serious character* — 
is performed as follows. 

On the eve of the day young people of both sexes, — for 
this is a social spell, — and not unfrequently married men and 
women also, fix upon a certain spot where the performance is 
to be held. Then a child is sent round to collect from the 
members of the party different * tokens ' {a-rj/ndSia), consisting 

1 Quoted in The Book of Days, vol. i. p. 650. 

2 J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bought vol. ii. p. 129. 

' The name is a modernized form of the ancient KXijiibv, an omen contained 
in a word, whence KXridovi^Wj to give an omeny etc. The peasants, however, 
regard it as connected with the verb KkeMvu, to lock, and this opinion has 
given rise to some of the terms employed above. 

^ Indeed nkiibovai sometimes is used as a synonym for a frivolous sport, in 
which any nonsense is permissible. Hence the popular saying, ^*airrb. *i rbv 
Kkiihova pd ra irjs (or pd ra irouX^<r|;s) " conveying pretty nearly the same 
meaning as our **tell that to the marines." 
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of rings, beads, buttons, or anything that the participators in 
the ceremony are in the habit of wearing about their persons. 
To each of these tokens is attached a flower, or a sprig of 
basil, and then they are all cast into a jug or pitcher, which 
is also crowned with flowers, especially with basil and the 
blossom of a creeping plant, resembling the honeysuckle and 
from its association with the rite called Kkriiova^i or St John's 
Flower (ToC "Kl Tiawri to \ov\ovhi)} In some districts a gigantic 
cucumber, or an onion, is cast in along with the tokens. The 
vessel is then carried to the fountain, the spout (<rov\7]vdpi) of 
which is likewise decorated in a manner recalling the well- 
flowering and tap-dressing customs once popular in England.' 
The maid who bears the vessel must not utter a single word, 
and if spoken to she must not answer. Having filled the pitcher, 
she carries it back in silence. A red kerchief is spread over 
its mouth and fastened round the edges with a ribbon, or a 
string, and a padlock (KkeiSayvid). The last mentioned article 
seems to be due partly to the mistaken etymology of the name 
fe\riSova<; (unless, indeed, the etymology has been suggested by 
the article), and partly no doubt to the mystic significance 
attributed by popular superstition to a lock.' This part of 
the ceremony is known as the 'locking* (to KXeiScofia) and 
in some places, as Nigrita, for example, where the silence rule 
is not observed, the action is accompanied by the following 
song, sung by a chorus of maidens both on the way to the 
fountain and round it, while the pitcher is filling: 

To KXelStofia* 

Via vd KXeiSooaovfirf tovv xXeiSovva 

1 Cp. the plants nsed for purposes of diviDation on St John's Day in other 
countries, such as the Ciuri di S, Giuvanni in Sicily and St John's wort 
in Prussia. J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, vol. ii. p. 129. 

2 The Book of Days, vol. i. p. 819. 

3 On the use of locks and knots as impediments to sorcery, see J. G. Frazer, 
The Golden Bough, vol. i. pp. 400 foil. 

* This song was taken down by a maid of Nigrita at my request. She could 
only just write and so she unconsciously reproduced in her spelling the local 
pronunciation, which I have endeavoured to retain in the above copy. 
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Me T ' AlyiavpLOv rovv teXeiSovva. 

Uoio^ <rrf (f>vTi]yfri], iroLo^ <rq iroTiarf (bis) 

Ky fiapadxav ret XovkovSca a ; 

Tpd firj <f)VTT]'sltT], yp*d fitf TroTiai] 

K17 fiapdOxav ret XovXovSia fi, 

^ovfjuirj fi\ Tt) 0v — , t^ 0vyaT€pa a 

"AXXovv veio va firjv Trf Sdajf^. (bis) 

Aovxrjvd /ii\ ^7© rffv dppa/3(oviaa (bis) 

M' €vav ^ovpyapov rftXeTny (bis) 

Me €vav irdx ^^ ^tXta irpo^ara, 

Ta rpaKoaia Sa/jLoXtBia, 



The locking of the vessel. 

Come together, oh be ye gathered together, 

That we may lock the pitcher 

With St John's flower. 
"Who planted thee? Who watered thee, 

And thy blossoms are faded?" 
"An old woman planted me, an old woman watered me, 

Therefore my blossoms are faded." 
" Thomae, dear Thomae,. thy daughter 

Give her not to another youth." 
"0 Doukena, dear Doukena, I have betrothed her 

To a Bulgarian gentleman. 

To the one who owns a thousand sheep. 

And three hundred heifers ! " 

The pitcher, thus prepared, is exposed " to the light of 
the stars " ('9 ttjv d(rTpo<l>€yyidy or '9 to ^darepo), or is placed 
under a rose-tree, where it remains during the night. Early 
next morning it is taken indoors and set in the corner of a 
room. In the afternoon of the festal day the young people 
assemble once more round the pitcher and proceed to * unlock ' 
it, accompanying the action with a variation of the same song : 

To ^efcXeiScofia. 

Tict vet ^7jKX€iSd}aovfi7j Tovv KXeiBovva, etc. 
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The unlocking of the vessel. 

Come together, oh be ye gathered together, 
That we may unlock the pitcher, etc. 

A little boy, the most guileless-looking that can be found, 
is appointed to lift oflf the kerchief, which is then thrown over 
his face, and thus blindfolded ('9 tA TVif>\d) he dips his right 
hand into the pitcher. While the boy is doing this, one of the 
bystanders cries out : " We open the vessel. May good luck 
issue forth!" (^Avolrfovfie top /e\i]Sova, vk jSyfj to xaXoppi^iKO f)} 
Then the boy draws out the first token, singing 

Tivoif^ (rqfidhi kj) up iffyf}, 

Na irar) '9 rd Xippa^ fi oKav rd Kokd, 

"Whose token comes forth. 
May they go to Serres and enjoy all manner of happiness." 

The owner of this first token is cheered by the others and 
congratulated on his or her good luck. Then each of the 
company by turns or some one, generally an old woman well 
versed in Luck-lore, recites or improvises a couplet as each 
token is being drawn. In some districts, in lieu of couplets, 
they propound riddles.' In either case the saying is considered 
as foreshadowing the future of the person to whom the token 
belongs. As may be imagined, all the predictions are not 
equally pleasing. Some of them are grotesque and sometimes 
even such as a more cultured audience would pronounce coarse. 
These give rise to many sallies of rustic wit at one another's 
expense. 

The cucumber is drawn out last and eaten. Then the real 
broad farce begins. The tokens are flung back into the pitcher, 
and the company give free play to their sense of fun in the way 
of sayings which, when the circle is exclusively confined to 
married women, are neither meant nor meet for male ears. 
The festival generally ends with dancing and singing. 

^ For other formulae customary at the opening of the jug elsewhere, see 
Bemhard ^ Schmidt, Lieder verschiedenen Inhalts, No. 63 ; Passow, Disticha, 
No. 86. 

^ A collection of both these kinds of folk literature wiU be found at the end 
of the volume. 
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A performance essentially similar to the Greek K\r)hova^t 
though wanting in many of its picturesque details, is popular 
among the Russians. "At the Christmas festival a table is 
covered with a cloth, and on it is set a dish or bowl containing 
water. The young people drop rings or other trinkets into the 
dish, which is afterwards covered with a cloth, and then the 
Podhlyudnuiya Songs commence. At the end of each song one 
of the trinkets is drawn at random, and its owner deduces an 
omen from the nature of the words which have just been sung."^ 

Bonfires. 

Another important feature of the feast are the bonfires 
{(f>(0TLa2s;y kindled on the eve. It is the custom for boys to leap 
through the flames. This is called ' leaping the fleas ' (tttjSovp 
T0U9 yjrvXXov^), that is leaping over the fire which is supposed to 
burn and exterminate these enemies to the peace of southerners. 
The same custom exists in some parts of Russia where "fires 
are lighted on St John's night and people jump through them 
themselves, and drive their cattle through them."' St John's 
fires are also common throughout the Roman Catholic world 
both in Europe and in South America, and the belief prevails 
that the flames cannot hurt those who jump through them. 
They survived until very late days in Ireland. Ralston remarks 
that these festivals, bonfires, etc. connected with St John are 
" of thoroughly heathenish origin."* The justice of this remark 
is proved by the antiquity of the custom, which certainly dates 
from pre-Christian times. We read in the Old Testament* that 
King Manasseh "caused his children to pass through the fire 
in the valley of the son of Hinnom." We also possess Ovid's 
testimony that the practice was popular among the ancient 
Romans : 

Certe ego transilui positas ter in ordine flammas.^ 

^ Balaton, Songs of the Russian PeoplCt p. 197. 

^ At Polygyros, in the Chalcidio Peninsula, these bonfires are known as 
vapaKafivol, 

3 lb. p. 240. * 16. p. 241. 

» 2 Chron. xxxiii. 6. « Ovid. Fast. iv. 656. 
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In fact leaping through the flames played a prominent part in the 
festival of Pales (Palilia), held on April 21st. " Similarly at the 
time of our Christmas, bonfires were kindled by the Norsemen in 
honour of Thor and Odin, and it was an old Scotch custom to 
light * a Candlemas Bleeze ' on February 2, possibly connected 
with the old Italian rites of Februatio."^ Thus far the Eve.' 

On the day itself in some parts of Macedonia the peasants 
are in the habit of festooning their cottages and girding their 
own waists with wreaths of the " St John's Flower " as a charm 
against various diseases. The village maidens boil the blossoms 
and wash their hair with the elixir extracted therefrom, in the 
same hope which prompts the use of eatix toniques to their 
sisters of the West.* 

1 G. H. Hallam's edition of The Fasti of Ovid, note on iv. 655. 

^ For descriptions of the St John's festivities in certain islands of the Aegean, 
see W. H. D. House, * Folklore from the Southern Sporades ' in Folk-Lore, June 
1899, pp. 178-9 ; G. G^orgeakis et L6on Pineau, Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos, pp. 
304 foil., and references to authorities for the custom in other parts of Greece. 

In England also the St John's celebrations were very popular in olden 
times, the bonfire being made out of contributions collected for the purpose. 
On the superstitious notions about St John's Eve, prevalent in England 
and Ireland, and other interesting particulars, see The Book of Days, voL i. 
pp. 814 foil. Frazer associates these midsummer rites with the ancient 
ceremonies the object of which was to foster the growth of vegetation, one of 
them being the Feast of Adonis, familiar to classical scholars through the 
Fifteenth IdyU of Theocritus: see The Golden Bough, vol. ii. pp. 115 foil. 

^ On * magic plants,' and more especially St John's wort, culled on this day, 
see J. G. Frazer, i&. vol. ni. pp. 328 foil. 



CHAPTER VI. 

JULY TO DECEMBER. 

July. 

This month is known to the peajsant as the * Thresher' 
('AXfi)i;«rT)79, 'AXa>i/T7;9, or 'WxovdpTj^), as the threshing of 
com begins in, it : 

*AX(ovdpr)^ T aXa>vi^€it 
Krj AvyovoTo^ to ^e'X&pi^ei. 
" July threshes it ; but August winnows it.*' 

Another popular proverb declares 

"Erort Tc5;^€« TO XivdpL 
N' avOfi TOP 'AXcovdprj. 
"'Tis the wont of flax to blossom forth in July," 

the moral of which is that it is of no use fighting against the 
laws of Nature. 

A third saying contains an allusion to the grasshopper : 

T^LT^rj/ca^ iXdXr)a€, 
^avprj p&ya yvdXca-e. 

" The grasshopper has chirped ; the black grape has begim to gleam." 

The song of the grasshopper and the joys of the juice of the 
grape are here coupled together in a manner which Anacreon 
would have appreciated keenly. The Greek's attitude towards 
this ''melodious insect" has undergone less change than the 
name by which it is known. To the modern Hellene the grass- 
hopper's chirping is still a " sweet prophetic strain," and, had 
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he not ceased to believe in the Tuneful Nine and their divine 
leader, he might still exclaim with the old poet: 

*'The Muses love thy shrilly tone; 
Apollo calls thee all his own."^ 

The farmers of Macedonia out of the newly ground corn 
make a large thin cake, which they take to the village fountain 
or well. They sprinkle it with water and then distribute it 
among the bystanders, who in return wish them 'a happy 
year/ This cake is called ' Grasshopper-Cake ' (T^iT^rjpo/cXiKo), 
and is supposed to be a kind of oflfering to their favourite 
insect. The following rhymes express the insect's satisfaction 
at the sacrifice: 

*Aa)vl^€T€, depi^ere ktj ^fiipa kKIkl KciveTe, 
Kal pL^Te to \ rri Ppvcri vd TrdoD vd to irdpcHy 
Na KdTcrto vd to ^da> fia^^i) fii to, iraihtd fJLOV, 
Na iricroD va ireddvo).* 

"Thresh and mow and make a cake for me. 
Throw it into the fount that I may go and fetch it, 
And sit and eat it with my children, 
And then lay me down and die." 



AugiLSt 

Fasting and feasting are the two scales in which the modern 
Greek's existence seems alternately to balance itself. August 
begins with the Feast of the Progress of the Precious and 
Vivifying Cross ('H irpooho^ tov tljuov /cat ^coottoiov ^TavpoVy 
popularly known as Tov ^ravpov). Bonfires are the order of 
the evening. The boys jump over them shouting in vigorous, 

^ Anacreon's ode, or rather the ode which passes under Anacreon's name, to 
the Terrt^, translated by Thomas Moore. Cp. "This noise was so pleasing to the 
ear of the Ancients, that their Poets are always using it as a simile for sweet 
sounds." Liddell and Scott 8,v. and references. 

^ A. A. VoimtIov^ *'H «card to ndTyaiov Xtbpa,* p. 47. In America also, though 
in some parts the chirping of a cricket foretells sorrow, yet it is generally 
deemed unlucky to kill one. Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, 
vol. vu. p. 41. In England '* when crickets chirp unusuaUy, wet is expected.'' 
B. Inwards, Weather-Lore, p. 183. 
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but sadly unenlightening, terms : ^Xvaxcocne! irapax^ycrre! "Dig 
up ! bury ! " whom or what, they know not.^ This exclamation 
supplies the name by which the custom is known at Melenik. 
At Shatista, in Western Macedonia, the same fires are called 
JSXahapia or 'bush-fires/ and at Berat, in Albania, Trikka, 
The evening is a Meat-Feast (^AnroKpea), a preparation for, and 
a fortification against, a fortnight's fast, which again in its turn 
is a prelude to the Feast of the Repose of the Virgin ('H KoifirjarL^ 
T^9 ^eoTOKoVy popularly T^9 Havayia';). Nor do these exhaust 
the list of August celebrations. On the 23rd is held the Feast 
of the Return of the Feast of the Virgin ('A7roSo<rt9 T179 eopT^9 
Trjf; %€ot6kov) or of The Holy Merciful (T^9 *Ayca^ ''EXeovar)^), 
This day is solemnized by much dancing and singing of the 
mournful kind common in the East. The mournfulness among 
the Bulgarians of Macedonia is further deepened by the dismal 
droning of the bag-pipe — an instrument whereof the strains 
appear to delight the Bulgarian as much as the Highlander, 
in proportion as they distress all other mortals. Again, on the 
29th, the Cutting-oflf of the Precious head of St John the 
Forerunner ('H dTrorofiif t^9 Tifjiim K€<f)a\r}<; ^Icodpvov rov 
UpoSpofjMv) is made the occasion of more abstinence. 

It is in harmony with this religious gloom that August is 
considered as the precursor of winter : 

'O Avy oucTTo^ iircLTqae \ rrfp a/cpa rov %6£/£6Si/a. 

"August ha43 set his foot on Winter's edge." 

MavpLa fj pSyya diro to aTat^vKi; 
^Vd'xyiaa fj KapSch rod /capafioKVprj, 

" Ha43 the grape grown black in the cluster ? 
The ship-captain's heart has grown dark." 

In this symbolical style the man learned in weather-lore 
warns his audience that summer calms are behind and winter 
storms before us. 

^ May not these words contain a hint of "the death and resurrection of 
vegetation,'' which are said to be the ideas underlying the midsummer rites ? It 
should be noted that Tapax<*fv(a and dvax<»>v(a (or ^avax<*>y(a) are the terma 
commonly applied by the people to the burial and exhumation of the dead. 
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These pessimistic views are, however, contradicted by other 
authorities who declare : 

'O rfKio^ Tov Malov r Avyovarov to ^eyydpt. 

"May's sun is August's moon." 

Some even go so far in their enthusiastic appreciation as to 
exclaim : 

Avyovcrre, KoXi fiov firjva, vaaovv Svo <f>opal<; tov xP^^^- 

" August, my fair month, that thou wert twice a year ! " 

But this may be mere flattery. 

In any case the wise man puts his trust not in traditional 
lore but in scientific observation. A flock of wild geese flying 
inland is taken as a promise of fine weather, while rains and 
storms are prognosticated if the birds fly towards the sea.^ The 
flight of the crane was similarly considered by the ancients a 
sign of approaching winter — %ei/£aT09 &p7)v heiKvveL ofi^prjpov* 

The first twelve days of the month are closely watched, and 
the weather which prevails on each one of them is carefully 
committed to memory ; for unerring experience, assisted by a 
profound study of matters meteorological, has established the 
rule that the same kind of weather will also prevail during each 
of the succeeding twelve months. Hence these twelve days are 
designated * Month-Days ' {to, fiepofirjucay In like manner in 
England it was once a common superstition that the wind which 
blew on New Year's Eve prognosticated the character of the 
ensuing twelve months: 

If New Year's Eve night-wind blow south. 
It betokeneth warmth and growth ; 
If west, much milk, and fish in the sea ; 
If north much cold and storm there will be ; 

and so forth, in Hone's venerable verse. 

^ Cp. the English omens taken from the flight of geese. B. Inwards, 
Weather-Lore, p. 160. 

2 Hes. W. and D, 460. 

* Or have we here a survival of the classical Ufw/irjvia (rd, Thuc. v. 64) * the 
holy days of the month * ? 
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The jackdaw is the typical bird of this month : 
Ka^e irpafia \ rov Kavpo rov ktj 6 koXoio^ t6v AvyovcrTo. 
" Everything in due season, and the jackdaw in August" 

The Drymiais, 

The first three days of August, like the corresponding days 
in March already noticed, are sacred to the Drymiais (Apiffiiac^). 
Who or what these beings are is a mystery as yet unfathomed 
by folklorists. The very name is a problem which still remains 
to be solved.^ The Drymiais appear to be of two kinds : vernal 
and autumnal. During the periods of March and August, 
referred to above, no tree or vine is cut, for fear lest it should 
wither ; no one bathes in the sea, for fear that their bodies will 
swell ; and no clothes are washed, lest they should decay. To 
these days, which are observed everywhere along the coast and 
in the islands of the Aegean, the Macedonians add the last 
three days of either month as well as all the Wednesdays 
and Fridays of each.' 

According to one hypothesis the Drymiais are a species of 
nymphs, joining under one name the attributes both of the 
Hamadryads and of the Naiads of old. In Spring they are 
worshipped, or rather dreaded, as wood-nymphs ; in Autumn as 
water-nymphs. This view is strengthened to some extent by 
the following popular saying : 

'O AvyovoTTo^ ycct ra iravLa, 
Ki) 6 MdpTT)^ yia ra ^vka, 

"August is bad for linen. 
And March for trees." 

1 Coray gives the name as Apjjfifiara and derives it from dp&icTU) ' to tear/ 
while others spell it Apj^fxais and would have it from 8pvfi6s *a wood.* The 
spelling countenanced by Scarlatos the lexicographer is ApLfmiSt but Aptu/M/xara 
also is known : see G. Georgeakis et L^on Pineau Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos^ p. 309. 
In my spelling of the name I have endeavoured to conform as nearly as possible 
to the pronunciation current at Nigrita and other parts of Macedonia. On the 
superstition cp. W. H. D. Rouse, * Folklore from the Southern Sporades/ in 
Folk-Lore, June 1899, p. 179. 

* r. supra^ p. 21. 
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Another version of the same proverb, said to be current in 
the peninsula of Cassandra (ancient Pallene), is still more 
explicit : 

T' Avyovar rj ApvfjLai^ '9 Tct iravidy 

K17 rov MapTiov V ra ^v\a} 

" The Drymiais of August affect the linen, 
And those of March affect the woods." 

Some additional support for this theory may be derived 
from the custom of bathers in August to arm themselves with 
a rusty nail which, they believe, is eflScacious in preventing the 
Drymiais from coming near them. This seems to me to be a 
fair proof that the Drymiais are, at any rate, regarded by the 
popular consciousness in the light of personal beings, though the 
personification is somewhat vague. For we know from other 
sources that iron in any shape or form — nail, ring, etc. — is a 
good defence against fairies,' an idea as widely diffused as any 
in folklore: **The Oriental jinn are in such deadly terror of 
iron, that its very name is a charm against them ; and so in 
European folklore iron drives away fairies and elves, and 
destroys their power."* The old Scholiast on the xith book 
of the Odyssey, quoted by Mr Andrew Lang,* also informs us 
that iron " drives away devils and ghosts." Mr Tylor's explana- 
tion is that fairies, elves, and jinn "are essentially, it seems, 
creatures belonging to the ancient Stone Age, and the new 
metal is hateful and hurtful to them." If that be the case, the 
Drymiais (provided their title to personal existence is first 
established) must have a pretty long pedigree, and should be 
added to the number of shadowy survivals from a long-dead 
past. 

September. 

This is the * Month of the Vintage ' (JUpvyqrrj^), also called 
%ravpi(dTr)^y or 'Month of the Cross,' from the Feast of the 

1 See *Gc/)/aaf$,' by M. X. 'Iwdyvou, Athens, 1879, p. 68. This author holds 
the above theory. 

2 J. G. Campbell, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland^ p. 46. 

3 Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. i. p. 140. 
* Custom and Myth, p. 82. 
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Exaltation of the Precious Cross ('H xn^waL^; rov Tcfiiov 
Xravpov), held on the 14th. These events and the following 
two prognostications — one prospective and the other retro- 
spective — are September's chief claims to the folklorist's 
attention. 

*Ai/ iaoD^ I3pe^* o Tpvy7)Ti]f;, X«pa '9 tov rvpOKOfio, 
" If September brings rain, joy to the cheese-maker 1 " 

Mdrj^ a/3p€'^o^, Tpvyrjrrff; ')(apovfievo^» 
"A rainless May means a mirthful September," 

that is, the vintage is particularly rich if the preceding May has 
been dry. 

On September 2nd is observed the Day of St John the 
Faster (Icoawov rov NrfarevTov), so called not because he fasts 
himself — though he probably did in his time — but because he 
is the cause of fasting to others. Not only meat but also 
grapes are forbidden on this day. In return, the pious peasant 
expects the saint to protect him against fevers.^ 



October. 

October is known as the * Month of St Demetrius ' (Ayto- 
hfffjujTpLaTTjf: or simply ArjfiijTpLdTrj^), from the feast of the 
saint celebrated on the 26th, a feast famous for the number 
of weddings which enliven it, as will be noticed in our chapter 

^ The following is the form of the same superstition which prevails in 
Southern Greece : — " St John was a physician, and especially skilled in the 
cure of fevers.... When he was aware that his death was approaching, he set up 
a column, and bound to its foundations all manner of diseases with silken 
threads of various colours : fevers with a yellow thread, measles with a red one, 
and other diseases with other colours... and said, 'When I die, let whosoever is 
sick come and tie to this column a silken thread with three knots of the colour 
that his sickness takes, and say, ' Dear St John, I bind my sickness to the 
column, and do by thy favour loose it from me,' and then he will be healed."* 
Eamporoglou, Hist, Ath, in Bennell Rodd, The Customs and Lore of Modem 
Greece^ p. 167. 

A. P. 5 
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on Marriage. It is also the commencement of seed-time, 
according to the adage : 

'0;^Tft) aoapov^^ Sep CKave^, 

which may be paraphrased thus : 

" If in October you forget to sow, 
Expect a passing scanty crop to mow." 

A spell of fine weather is recognized in the saw : 

^ AyLoBrffjLrfTpidrr) 

McKpO KOXoKaLpCLKL, 

"St Demetrius' month is a second little summer." 



November, 

This month is known as the ' Sower * (^Tropia^) par excel- 
lence. Sowing is so essentially a characteristic of the season, 
and it concerns the peasant so nearly, that even religion is 
forced to enlist the prevailing spirit in its service. The Virgin, 
whose feast occurs on the 21st (Ta ^laoSia t^9 Scotokov) 
generally goes by the name of * Patroness of the Seed-time ' 
{SeairopLTiaara), Nevertheless the secular appellation of the 
month is in some parts supplanted by the religious name 
'Month of St Andrew* ('Ai/r/oea?), due to the feast of the 
Apostle on the last day of the month (^Ai 'Avrpia). The saint 
is pictured as a hoary old man with a long snowy beard, and a 
gentle, though grave, countenance. His is a typical wintry 
figure: frosty but kindly. The first snowfall is attributed to his 
influence. T* aawpiae ra yeveca r 6 '^Ai ^Avrpia^, "St Andrew has 
washed his beard white," is the poetical form in which the event 
is described by the country-folk. They also perpetrate a profane 
pun in saying, " After the feast of St Andrew everything grows 
strong*' {yarep air rov "Al ^Avrpea 6\a avrpeievovv fAi/Spea? — 
ai/S/oeZo<?]), that is, the cold grows severer, and the storms more 
frequent and fierce. 

^ The word (rtapbs is still used in the sense of * a heap of com,* as it was in 
the days of Hesiod (5re fdpis <napbv a/uirai, W, and D, 778). 
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On the 18th is held the Feast of St Plato the Martyr 
(nXarcDi/o?), whose name ingenious ignorance has transformed 
into St Plane-tree ("At UkaTavo^). This is a very important 
date in the weather-lore of the coast especially. It is said 
that this holy day witnesses all known kinds of meteorological 
vicissitude. But the weather which finally prevails at sundown 
is the one which will last through the Advent or *the Forty 
Days * (2apavTa7jfjL€po), So deeply-rooted is this belief that a 
learned farmer tried very earnestly to persuade me that the 
failure of Napoleon's Moscow campaign was due to the omens 
taken by the Russian Emperor and his counsellors from a careful 
observation of the weather on St Plane-tree's Day. " The Tsar 
on hearing of Napoleon's approach called together his Council 
of State. 

* What are we to do, gentlemen ?' asked His Majesty. 

* Wait for St Plane-tree, most serene master,' answered the 
President of the Council. 

The Tsar followed this sensible advice, and saved his 
empire." Not a bad paraphrase of Nicholas the First's 
dictum: "Generals January and February will fight for us," 
and a good example of the mythopoeic faculty of the people. 

December, 

The last two months of the year together are designated 
'Twins' (AlSvfjLoi); but December by itself rejoices in the 
name of 'Nc/coXatrrj^; or 'Month of St Nicholas,' from the 
name of the saint whose feast is held on the 6th. The same 
saint wedded to St Barbara (Dec. 4th) figures in the adage : 

NiKoXlrcray HappapLraa, fjbnrpo^ /cat Triaco 6 %€t/£G>i/a9. 

" St Nicholas and St Barbara : before, behind winter." 
The folk punster also exercises his wit at the expense of 
the most prominent saints of the month in alliterative doggerel 
of this type : 

Dec. 4. ''At Bapfidpa ^apffapdoveiy 
„ 5. ''At ^d^^a^ crapavoiveLy 
„ 6. "Ai* Nt/coXa? irapa')(<u}veLy 
„ 12. ''At XirvpiScov ^avaxdivei. 

5—2 
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"St Barbara behaves barbarously, 
St Sabbas winds us up in a shroud {(rd^vov) (of snow), 
St Nicholas buries us in the earth, 
St Spyridion exhumes us." 

He also says that after the Feast of St Spyridion the days 
begin to grow longer by one grain (ZTrvpiScov — airvpC). The 
incorrigible one further maintains that on the Feast of 
St Ignatius (^Al ^lyvdno^y Dec. 20th) the sun stands facing 
us {ar^vavreveu). The English reader, who will miss the point 
of these jokes, need not bewail the loss. 

As a general epilogue to this survey of the peasant's year, 
we may quote his opinion concerning the seasonableness and 
unseasonableness of indulging in the juice that maketh glad 
the heart of man : 

M^i/a? fie TO p. 

To /cpaal Sfc^o)? P€p6' 

M^i/a? Stj^ft)? p, 

To Kpacn fie to vepo, 

"Month with r. 
Unmixed jar ; 
Month sans r, 
A mixed jar." ^ 

It should be noted that there are only four months in 
the year "sans r," as against eight "with r,'* but the former 
are the hottest (from May to August). Hence the wisdom 
of the rule which at first sight looks somewhat whimsical. 
On the whole, it is a vast improvement on the Hesiodic 
principle of " three measures of water to one of wine,"* which 
in its severity almost verges on total abstinence. 

Popular Astronomy, 

Ere we proceed to describe the great Winter Festivities, 
it may be well to enlarge a little more on a subject closely 
connected with the weather-lore discussed in the preceding 

1 Cp. the English saying, **When there is an r in the month oysters are in 
season." 

■ Tfrff WoTOj Tpox^ciy, t6 d^ rirparov U/jl€v oCvov. W, and D, 696. 
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pages. The peasant's notions on the nature and the move- 
ments of the heavenly bodies are as curious as his ideas on 
matters sublunary. The bright starry band, which stretches 
across the sky, and which has been compared by the fancy 
of so many races to a road or way, is called by the Macedonian 
country-folk 'The Heap of corn' (Swpo?), or 'The Priest's 
Straw ' (To axvpo rod iraira). In explanation of this quaint 
appellation the following story is told : 

" There was once a village priest, who in the dead of night 
purloined some grain from a heap which lay on a farmer's 
threshing-floor, waiting to be winnowed. But as the thief 
carried his booty away, the night breeze blew the straw or 
chaflf back, and thus laid a trail by means of which the unholy 
father was easily tracked and brought to book." 

It would be equally easy to track this idea to its oriental 
source. We know that the Sjrrians, the Persians and the 
Turks give to the Galaxy the name of ' Straw Road,' likening 
it to a lane littered with bits of straw that fall from the nets 
in which they are in the habit of carrying it.^ 

The Man in the Moon of English folklore is a conception 
akin to that of the hero of the Milky Way adventure. Like 
his Eastern cousin, he also is a person detected in the act 
of gathering illicit goods, though in his case these are but 
sticks, the notion being derived from the story of the Sabbath- 
breaker in the Bible (Numb. xv. 32 foil.). Chaucer goes 
farther, and accuses him of actual theft, and by so doing 
he brings him a step nearer to the Macedonian papas, or village 
priest : 

On her brest a chorle painted ful even 
Bearing a bush of thorns on his backe, 
Which for his theft might clime so ne'r the heaven.^ 

The Greeks of the south call the Milky Way 'River 
Jordan.' 

The tendency to compare the heavenly bodies to objects 
familiar to a husbandman's mind is also displayed in the 
Macedonian names for various constellations. Thus the Great 

1 Tyler, Primitive Culture, vol. i. p. 360. 
« See The Book of Days, vol. i. p. 52. 
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Bear, just as among our own peasants, is called the ' Plough ' 
(^AXirpi), and the different parts of that implement furnish 
names for other groups of stars, such as the 'Yoke* {7iV^6^\ 
the * Plough-feet ' {tcl ' AXerpoTroSia),^ three stars in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Pleiades.* 

The constellation of the Pleiades too, known in Greece 
Proper as the *Poulia' (17 Uov\ta)/iB called by the Macedonians 
the * Clucking or Brooding Hen ' (17 KXcocrcrapidy The setting 
of this group towards the end of November is regarded as 
an oflScial announcement of the advent of winter, an idea 
embodied in the following folk-rhymes from Southern Greece : 

'S T^9 BeKaifyrd, '9 t^? S€KO)(Ta} 
'H Hovkca ffaaiXeveL 
Kal TTLaco irapajyikpei' 
Mr;T6 irovKuKL '9 to xXaSl, 
Mi;t€ yrj(t)py6<i '9 rov Kafiiro, 

or 

MrjSk raofiTrdvo'i \ rd ^ovvd, 
MrjSk yr)G)py6(; '9 Tot'9 Kdfiirov^. 

"On the seventeenth, on the eighteenth (o.s.) 
The Pleiades set 

And leave behind them the command : 
Let no bird rest on the bough 
Nor husbandman in the plain, 

or 

Nor a shepherd in the mountains, 
Nor a farmer in the plains." 

^ Op. the Homeric names d/m^a, a wain^ 'the great bear'; podrrriSt a 
ploughman^ *the conBtellation of Arcturus.* 

^ The author's primitive acquaintance with Astronomy forbids any attempt 
at more accurate identification, but he will hazard the suggestion that by the 
Hhree stars' is probably meant the belt of Orion. 

^ This modem conception of the constellation as a bird supports to a certain 
extent the suggestion that the ancient name, rXeiddes, is not derived from tX^w, 
* to sail,' but stands for ireXeiddes, * a flock of doves.' Mr Walter Leaf, in his 
edition of Homer's Iliad (xvni. 486), argues with much force in favour of this 
view, pointing out that the other names of stars mentioned by the poet are all 
derived from a pastoral or agricultural and not from a seafaring life. 
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This advice tallies exactly with old Hesiod's warning: 
"When the Pleiades, fljring from Orion's mighty strength, 
sink into the shadow-streaked sea, it is then that gales from 
all points of the sky are wont to rage: beware of having 
a boat upon the murky billows at that time of the year."* 

Consequently, great attention is paid by the peasants to 
the conditions attending the setting of this constellation, and 
from those conditions are drawn omens as to the quantity 
of the forthcoming crop and the fertility of cattle. If it sets 
in a cloudy sky, it is said to portend a rich harvest. 

The rainbow, commonly called " bow " {ho^a or Bo^apcy from 
To^ov), is known at Liakkovikia as KcpacrovXevrj, and in that 
district the belief prevails that if a male child passes beneath 
it, he turns into a girl ; if a girl, she turns into a boy.' In other 
parts of the Greek world the rainbow is called * Heaven's Girdle ' 
(^covdpL Tov oifpavoOy 

The falling of the wind towards evening is popularly ex- 
pressed : '•' He is gone to supper " (n^7€ va (fydrj). 



The New Moon, 

The new moon is observed with a view to ascertaining the 
state of the weather for the ensuing quarter. Me tL /caipo 
TTidari^/ce to ^eyyapt ; is the common expression. On this 
notion, which the Macedonian peasants share with many people 
in England — that is, that the weather changes with the moon's 
quarterings — Mr Tylor observes: "That educated people to 
whom exact weather records are accessible should still find 
satisfaction in the fanciful lunar rule, is an interesting case 
of intellectual survival."* According to the same author the 
idea is a counterpart of the tendency to associate the» growth 
and death of plants with the moon's wax and wane, and, we 

1 W. and D. 619 foU. 

* A. A. TowrloVf * 'H KarcL to Udyyaiov 'Kibpa^^ p. 77. 

* Scarlatos, * Ae^t/cdv t^s Kad' iffms 'EXXiy^wc^s 5ia\4KTov,* 8, v. do^dpi. 

* Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. p. 130. 
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might add, it belongs to the stage of culture which prevailed 
before the line was very rigidly drawn between meteorology 
and theology — to times when sky and heaven meant one and 
the same thing.* 



Eclipse of the Moon. 

An eclipse of the moon is considered by the Mohammedans 
of Macedonia, as of other parts of the East, a portent of 
bloodshed. It is met with reports of fire-arms, and the Imams 
call from the minarets the faithful to public prayers in the 
mosques. 

This recalls in a striking manner the practices of many 
savage and barbaric nations. The Indians of America, on 
seeing the phenomenon, howled and bewailed and shot at the 
sky in order to drive off the monsters which, they believed, 
were trying to devour the moon. Similar ideas and similar 
methods prevail among many African tribes. The great nations 
of Asia, such as the Hindoos and the Chinese, still cling to the 
belief in the Eclipse-monster. The latter meet it with prayers, 
like the Turks. 

But even in civilized Europe, both ancient and modern, we 
find numerous proofs of this superstition. The Romans came 
to the succour of the afflicted moon by fiinging firebrands into 
the air, by the blare of trumpets and the clang of brazen pots. 
The superstition survived through the Middle Ages into a 
very late period. France, Wales and Ireland offer many 
instances as late as the l7th century.' 

* For certain curious English superstitions regarding the moon see 
K. Inwards, Weather Lore, p. 64 ; The Book of Days^ vol. ii. p. 202 ; Memoirs 
of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. iv. pp. 121, 122. On the general 
subject concerning the supposed influence of the moon on the life of plants and 
animals see J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, vol. n. pp. 155 foil, and Note B. 
pp. 457, 458. 

2 Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. pp. 328 foil. 



CHAPTER VII. 

WINTER FESTIVITIES. 

Of Christmas' sports, the wassail bowl, 
That's tost up after fox-i'-th'-hole ; 
Of Twelfth-tide cakes, of pease and beans, 
Wherewith ye make those merry scenes. 

Hbrrick, ffesperides, 

* Solemn scenes' would have been better than 'merry 
scenes* as a description of the Macedonian Yule-tide celebra- 
tions in their entirety. 

The period of Twelve Days, from the Nativity to the 
Epiphany (AcoBefcarjfjiepo), is perhaps the most prolific in super- 
stitious lore and practice presented by the Macedonian folk- 
calendar. It is during this season that * the natural horrors 
of winter are heightened by the mysterious beings known 
and dreaded under the name of Karkantzari or Skatsantzari^ 

^ Other forms of the name, current in various parts of Greece, are koKti' 
KdttTffapos, KaXxdrirapos, XvKOKdvnrapoSt KoXriKdvTirapos etc. Some spell it with ( 
instead of 77 ; but there is little choice as both vowels are pronounced alike, and 
the spelling cannot be determined until the derivation is discovered. This last 
has for many years afiforded matter for speculation to the ingenious. The most 
plausible of all the etymologies suggested is Bemhard Schmidt's {Das Volksleben 
der NeugriecJierit pp. 142 foil.). He derives the Greek from the Albanian 
Karkandsoli, which in its turn comes from the Turkish Kara ( = black) -kond- 
jolos (=loup-garou). But he does not state whether the Turks actually call the 
monsters by that name, or whether they believe in them at aU. For details 
concerning the nature and attributes of these singular beings, as conceived by 
the Greeks of the South, see Bennell Bodd, The Customs and Lore of Modem 
Greece^ pp. 197 foil. ; W. H. D. Bouse, Folklore from the Southern Sporades in 
Folk-Lore^ June 1899, pp. 174 foil. ; G. Georgeakis et L^on Pincau, Le Folk-Lore 
de Lesbos, p. 349. The Macedonian conception is substantially the same. 



74 Mdcedonian Folklore 

These malicious fiends are wont to haunt the peasant's home 
and make his life well-nigh unbearable. The belief prevails 
that those who have a ' light ' guardian angel {ika<f>p6v ayyeXov) 
are from Christmas till Twelfth Day — when "the waters are 
blessed by the baptism" (0a(f)TL^opTac ra vepa) — transformed 
into monsters. Their nails suddenly grow to an abnormal 
length, they turn red in the face, their eyes become bloodshot 
and wild, their noses and mouths excrete. In this hideous 
guise they roam from house to house at night, knocking at 
the doors. Should they be refused admittance, they climb 
down through the chimney and terrify the inmates by pinching^ 
worrying and defiling them in their sleep. The only way to 
escape from these torturers is to seize and bind them with a 
straw-rope (yj/adoaxocvo). Those who possess no such rope, 
or do not feel equal to the task, take care to retire to their 
dwellings before dark and to close their doors hermetically, 
letting the diabolical creatures continue knocking until 

"The cock, that is the trumpet to the mom, 
Doth with his lofty and shrill-sounding throat 
Awake the god of day ; and at his warning, 



Th' extravagant and erring spirit hies 
To his confine." 

During the day the Karkantzari resume their ordinary 
human shapes. Millers for some reason or other — perhaps for 
their notorious inability to resist the insidious advice of the 
hopper, "tak* it; tak' it" — seem to be the favourite victims 
of the unclean monsters. The following characteristic tale 
throws light on the kind of treatment which millers may expect 
at the hands of the Karkantzari. 

A miller was one evening riding home from his mill, 
between two sacks of flour. Suddenly he espied a party of 
Karkantzari a little way off on the road, and, seized with fear, 
he crouched on the pack-saddle. The enemy soon caught him 
up and set about cudgelling him without mercy, though not 
without some sense of humour, accompanying each blow with 
the exclamation : " Here goes to the one sack, here to the 
other, and here to the load between. The owner where is he ?" 
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(Na K-p \ TO Va TO <f>opTc6, va Ky \ t aWo, pd ktj \ to 
'Travoryo/JLL, 6 vovKOfcvprf^ irovvai ;) 

During the period when the Karkantzari are believed to be 
loose no marriage is solemnized. 

All the three great feasts, which are included in the Twelve 
Days, are signalized by efforts towards the extinction of these 
malevolent demons. In some districts it is the custom on 
Christmas Eve *to burn' {Kaiovv) the Karkantzari. Early 
at dawn faggots of holm-oak (-Trovpvdpca) are lighted and 
cast out into the streets. In other places, notably at Melenik, 
'they scald' (fe/LtaTtfoi/i/) the Karkantzari to death on New 
Year's Eve. This is done in the following curious manner. 
The housewife prepares a number of cakes, called XaKay/ciBta 
(elsewhere XaXaytcLTai^ or XovKovfiaZesiX which she fries in a 
pan, assisted by her children. While this is going on within 
the cottage, the goodman dressed in a fur coat, wrong side out, 
stands outside the door dancing and singing: 

K^ 7(w aKavT^o^y icy av aKavT^o^* 
"KlvTe va x^vpeylrovfiT}, 
Tpaxava vh /Spe^ovfirj. 

"I am a Skantzos, even as thou art one, 
Come then, let ns dance together 
And let ns moisten the pastry." 

He continues romping and singing until he hears the hissing 
of the syrup, as it is poured over the pancakes, and then he 
opens the door and goes in. 

In other districts again faggots are collected during the 
whole of the Twelve Days and laid up by the hearth. On 
Epiphany Eve, fire is set to them in order that the Karkantzari, 
who are supposed to be lurking beneath the ashes, may perish. 
But the orthodox way of getting rid of the demons is to wait till 
the parish priest comes round followed by a verger or a boy, 
carrying a copper vessel (/jLiraKpaT^L) filled with holy water. 
In this water the priest dips a cross, decorated with sprigs 
of basil, and therewith sprinkles the rooms, chanting a canticle 
appropriate to the day. The ceremony is the coup de grdce 
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for the Karkantzari, who after this blow vanish completely, not 
to re-appear till next year. 

The Karkantzari seem to be a species of werewolves, akin 
to the Wild Boar and the Vrykolakas, to be described hereafter, 
and the name {XvKdvdpooTroLX by which they are known in some 
parts of Southern Greece, leaves little doubt that around them 
still clings a shred of the ancient belief in lycanthropy. 



Christmas Eve. 

At eveufall the village boys form parties and go about 
knocking at the doors of the cottages with sticks, shouting 
'Kolianda! Kolianda!' and receiving presents. Both the 
custom and the stick are named after this cry, which, like 
its variants to be noticed in the sequel, is an adaptation of the 
Roman and Byzantine term Kalendae} 

Incense is burnt before supper, a chief item of which is the 
cake known as ' Christ's Cake ' (Xpia-TOTrrjTTa), In Southern 
Greece it is also the custom to make on this day a special 
kind of flat loaves with a cross drawn on the top and called 
'Christ's Loaves* (KpLO'TO'slrciyfJLa), The cloth is not removed 
from the table; but everything is left as it is, in the belief 
that " Christ will come and eat " during the night. A log is 
left burning in the hearth, intended to ward ofif the Karkantzari. 
In Thessaly an old shoe is also thrown into the fire : the smoke 
and the smell of burnt leather being considered ofifensive to 
the nostrils of these fiends. 

With the custom of leaving the cloth on the table and a 
burning log in the hearth may be compared the similar ob- 
servance in Brittany and other parts of Western Europe on 
the eve of All Souls* Day, the theory in those countries being 
that the souls of the departed will come and partake of the 

^ In Southern Greece the name retains more of its original form {KdXavda) 
and is applied to the Christmas carols. The Russians also call the Christmas 
festival Kolydda, and the songs sung on Christmas Eve Kolyadki^ a word 
apparently introduced into Slavonic countries, along with the Christian religion, 
from Constantinople. 
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supper and warm themselves at the fire, while their living 
relatives are in bed.^ 

On Christmas morning, on their way back from church, 
the peasants each pick up a stone which they deposit in 
the hearth-corner (yayvid), allowing it to remain there till 
Twelfth Day, when it is thrown away. An analogous custom 
prevails on New Year's Day in some of the islands of the 
Aegean as, for instance, Chios. When the family return home 
from morning service, the father picks up a stone which he 
leaves in the yard, with the wish that the New Year may 
bring with it "as much gold as is the weight of the stone/* 
He also, on entering into the house at the head of his family, 
takes a pomegranate out of his pocket and dashes it upon the 
ground. On the symbolic significance ascribed to this fruit 
I will comment later. 



New Year*s Day, 

Far more interesting and suggestive are the customs con- 
nected with the * First of the Year ' (JipcDTO'XpovKi), or St Basil's 
Day {rod*' hi BacrtX?;). 

On the Eve every household is provided with * St Basil's 
Cake ' (Bao-tXoTri/TTa), in which is concealed a silver coin and 
a cross made of green twigs. This cake — which corresponds 
to our Ring-cakes of Twelfth Night, but in taste is very much 
like ordinary short-bread — occupies the post of honour on the 
supper table. A candle is lighted by the housewife, who also 
fumigates with frankincense first the table and then every 
part of the dwelling. This ceremony over, the family take 
their seats on cushions round the table. The father and the 
mother seize the cake between them and break it into two 
pieces, which are again subdivided by the head of the family 
into shares. The first portion is destined for St Basil, the 
Holy Virgin, or the patron saint whose icon is in the house. 
The second stands for the house itself. The third for the 
cattle and domestic animals belonging thereto. The fourth 

^ Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. n. p. 38. 
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for the inanimate property, and the rest for each member of 
the household according to age. Each portion is successively 
dipped in a cup of wine, with an appropriate preface, e.g. 
*' This is for our grandfather, St Basil" {^la rov irdinrov rov^'Pu 
Baa-i\7j)y and so forth . 

He who finds the cross or the coin in his share of the cake 
is considered lucky, and whatever he undertakes to do during 
the coming year is sure to prosper. The money is looked upon 
as sacred and is devoted to the purchase of a votive taper. The 
custom of hiding a ring, a coin, or a bean in a cake about the 
time of the New Year is prevalent in many nations, our own 
included. According to mythologists the ring represents the 
sun, hidden and, as it were, buried by wintry storms and 
clouds* — an ingenious theory, and quite as plausible as most 
mythological interpretations of custom. 

Supper over, the table is removed to a comer of the room, 
with all the remnants of the feast left upon it, that " St Basil 
may come and partake thereof." The fire is also kept up 
throughout the night. The rest of the evening is spent in 
games among which Divination holds a prominent position. 
As the household sit round the hearth, some one lays upon 
the hot cinders a pair of wild olive leaves (xap^aalXa), 
mentally allotting each of them to a youth and a maid. If 
the leaves crumple up and draw near each other, the on- 
lookers conclude that the two young people represented thereby 
love each other dearly, the reverse, if the leaves recoil apart. 
If both leaves, instead of shrinking, flare up and are utterly 
consumed, that is a sign that the couple are excessively fond of 
each other.^ This is the form of the game at Liakkovikia.' In 
other districts, in lieu of leaves, they use the buds of a cornel- 
branch (Kpavid), and name the lad and lass to each particular 

1 Ralston, Songs of the Russimi People, p. 201. 

^ A slightly different meaning is attached to the performance in Herrick's 
allusion to it : 

'<0f crackling laurel, which fore-sounds 
A plenteous harvest to your grounds." Heaperides, 

Op. Divination by nuts in England on St Mark's Eve (April 25), The Book of 
Days, vol. i. p. 550. 

' A. A. Tovalov, * 'H icoreli t6 Udyycuop X<bpa,^ p. 49. 
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pair. If either of the two buds bursts and jumps up, it is taken 
as a proof that the person for whom it stands is enamoured of 
the other. Should they both burst and jump, the feeling is 
reciprocated, the reverse being augured if the buds remain 
impassive. 

It is hardly necessary to remind the English, and still less 
the Scotch reader, of the similar charm of * burning the nuts ' 
practised in the North on the eve or vigil of All Saints* Day, 
and made classical by Bums's poem of Hallowe*en, The custom 
seems to be a relic of Roman superstition. On New Year's 
Day (Kal, Jan.) the Romans took omens from pistils of the 
saflfron plant, as Ovid, so rich in folk-lore, informs us : 

Cemis, odoratis ut luceat ignibus aether, 
Et sonet accensis sjnca Ciltssa focis?^ 

'Guesses' or *divinings' (Gadaniya) of various kinds are 
also popular among the Russians, and are especially in vogue 
during the evenings of the Twelve Days (Svyatkiy 

Maidens, not satisfied with this method of divination which, 
besides being vague, labours under the disadvantage of being 
regarded more or less in the light of a mere frivolous pastime, 
have recourse to a much more serious and convincing expedient. 
They steal a morsel of St Basil's Cake and conceal it in their 
bosom, taking good care not to be seen by any one. On going 
to bed they say " St Basil, worker of wonders, grant that what- 
ever is my destiny may appear to-night" ("Ai' BaaiXi] 6afia- 
Tovfr/i, o, TL elvai A? (I)avp diro'^^e). They then put the morsel 
under their pillow and go to sleep in the certainty of dreaming 
a true dream. 

An aged lady, and a firm believer, related to me some of 
her own early experiences in St Basil's dreamland. She had 
in her youth been engaged to be married to a man of whom 
she was extremely fond. On the Eve of St Basil's Feast she 
performed the ceremony described above. She had scarcely 
&llen asleep when her lover appeared to her, pale of face and 
sad of mien. Another youth, whom she had never seen in 

1 Ovid, Fast. i. 76. 

' Balaton, Songs of the Russian People, p. 195. 
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the flesh, stood behind her betrothed and smiled at her over 
his shoulder. Frightened at the apparition she awoke. Then 
she made the sign of the cross, whispering "far be the evil 
from here ! " {/uLaxpyd tto 'Sw), and relapsed into sleep. Where- 
upon a second vision, more dreadful than the first, visited her. 
A young man of supernatural beauty stood before her, floating 
as it were in the air at a height of some three feet from the 
ground. He was arrayed in a snow-white kilt and held a 
canary in either hand. He strangled the one bird and pre- 
sented the other to her.^ And the fair maid awoke, and, 
behold, it was a dream. But none the less her 'spirit was 
troubled' like Pharaoh's under similar circumstances. And 
well might it be. For not long after her lover died, and in 
course of time she was wooed and won by the strange youth 
who smiled at her in her sleep, and whom she recognized 
immediately on seeing him in real life. 

The superstition is well-known in England. Girls who wish 
to see their future husbands are in the habit of placing a 
piece of wedding-cake under their pillows "and extracting 
nuptial dreams therefrom," as Mr Meredith would say. 

In some parts of Macedonia, as Shatista, on New Year's Eve 
men or boys armed with bells (bibousaria) go about making 
the night hideous, presumably with a view to frightening evil 
spirits away. A similar custom in other districts prevails on 
New Year's Day itself. Early in the morning, when the church 
bells are ringing for divine service, groups of lads run up and 
down the streets with sticks or clubs in their hands and knock 
the people up, crying : " Health and joy to ye ! May St Basil 
bring plenty of wheat, plenty of barley, and plenty of children 
to ye ! " (Teid, x^P^* '^V ^ '*^^ Ba<rfc\?;? TroXXa avTapia, iroWd 
KpiOdpia, TToXkd 7rrj8ovBLa)y and persist in doing so until they 
have received a gift : rolls, nuts, dry figs etc., which they deposit 
in a basket or bag carried for the purpose. A refusal to reward 
these noisy well-wishers brings upon the inmates of the house 
the reverse of a blessing.* In some districts the sticks are 



1 This youth she knew to be the Angel of Death. 

^ Cp. the old English Shrovetide custom : *' The boys go round in small 
parties, headed by a leader, who goes up and knocks at the door, leaving his 
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replaced by green boughs of the cornel or the olive-tree, with 
which the boys touch all whom they meet, shouting, ** Soorva ! 
Soorva ! (Bulgarian for * boughs '), May I salute thee next year 
also with the soorva" Those who are thus saluted pay tribute 
in coin or kind. 

The green bough is probably an emblem of summer fruit- 
fulness and life, as contrasted with the deathly barrenness 
of winter.^ But the noises and the hunting with clubs may 
more plausibly be ascribed to the belief in the * ethereal 
materiality ' of spirits and be compared to analogous practices 
current among savage races : the Australians who " annually 

followers behind him, armed with a good stock of potsherds. When the door is 
opened the hero sings : 

A-shrovin, a-shrovin, 

I be oome a-shrovin; 

A piece of bread, a piece of cheese, 

A bit of your fat bacon, 

Or a dish of dough-nuts. 

All of your own making, etc. 

Sometimes he gets a bit of bread and cheese, and at some houses he is told to 
be gone ; in which latter case, he calls up his followers to send their missiles in 
a rattling broadside against the door." The Book of Days, vol. i. p. 239. Also 
Ash- Wednesday, ibid, 

^ Gp., however, the Scotch custom: '*0n the last night of the year they 
(the Fairies) are kept out by decorating the house with holly." J. G. Campbell, 
Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland^ p. 20. 

With these celebrations: the procession of the boys, their green boughs, 
their demand for presents, and their imprecations against those who refuse, we 
may compare the May Day festivities in Western Europe, of which Mannhardt, 
quoted by Mr Frazer, says: "These begging processions with May-trees or 
May-boughs from door to door had everywhere originally a serious and, so to 
speak, sacramental significance ; people really believed that the god of growth 
was present unseen in the bough." "In other words, the mummer was 
regarded not as an image but as an actual representative of the spirit of 
vegetation ; hence the wish expressed by the attendants on the May-rose and 
the May-tree that those who refuse them gifts of eggs, bacon, and so forth, may 
have no share in the blessing which it is in the power of the itinerant spirit 
to. bestow." The Golden Bough, vol. i. p. 212. The same, or a closely similar 
explanation might be extended to the begging or *' gooding" processions of the 
1st of March, of the Feast of Lazarus, and of Palm Sunday, already noticed, 
as well as to that of the Feast of St John (Jan. 7th) to be described in the 
sequel. They all have some of the main characteristics in common, though the 
'* bough" does not figure in all of them. 

A. F. 6 
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flows. The Highlanders also in days gone by indulged in 
mysterious water drawn over-night in solemn silence, of which 
all the members of the household drank, and with which they 
were sprinkled, in order to fortify themselves against the 
attacks of witches and demons during the ensuing year. 

Another superstitious custom belonging to this day is due 
to the belief of the Macedonians in the good or ill influence of 
the ' first foot.' He or she who enters a house first is supposed 
to bring into it good or bad luck for the whole twelvemonth. 
This belief gives rise to a curious observance. The visitor 
before crossing the threshold picks up a' stone — token of 
strength, — or a green twig — emblem of health and fruitful- 
ness, — and lays it on the hearth. He also brings with him 
some grains of salt which he casts into the flames, and then, 
squatting by the fire-side, wishes his hosts " a prosperous year, 
a plentiful crop, and many blessings" (JS.a\rj 'xpovia, KoXfj 
^aohia KoX iroXKa ayaOd). Then, as the grains of salt burst 
and crackle in the fire, he utters the following quaint formula : 
"As I am sitting, even so may sit the hen and warm the 
eggs. As this salt splits, even so may split the eggs of the 
clucking hen and the chickens come forth " C^Ott©? Kadov/juai 
yd), erai va KdOrjTac k rj opvLOa vd ^earaivrj r avyd, "Otto)? 
axd^ec avro to aXa<;, erai vd cKa^ovv xal r avyd rrj^ xXaxr- 
aaptd^ Kol vd ^yaivovv rd irovXid)? In some villages, like 
Pravi, the wish takes a slightly different form : " as many sparks 
, fly from the splitting salt, so many chickens may be hatched 
by the brooding hen." In consistency and realistic vividness it 
would not be easy to match these acts of folk symbolism. 

The salt cast into the flames may perhaps have originally 
been meant as a sacrifice to the ancestral spirits of the family, 
and may be a survival of the mica salts, offered by the Romans 
to the deified shades of the dead during the feast of the 
Parentalia,^ 

The ceremony is known as irohapKiaafia, The prosperity 
or adversity of the household through the year is attributed 
to the lucky or unlucky 'footing' {irohiaKo or TroSapvKo) of the 

^ A. A. TovffloVf **H Kara rd TLdyycuop Xtipa,^ p. 39. 
2 Ovid, Fast, n. 414. 
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visitor who was the first * to set foot ' {irohapKtaae) within the 
house. It is well for those who believe themselves cursed with 
an unlucky foot to refrain from visiting on this day. 

The idea is as old as the Book of Genesis and possibly 
derived thence. Jacob in setting forth the blessings which 
accrued to his uncle Laban since he joined his household, lays 
stress on the good luck due to him : " the Lord hath blessed 
thee since my coming " (Heb. at my foot, Sept. eVi to) irohi 
liov)} 

There is no evidence that the ancient Greeks entertained 
a like superstition, unless the epithet * fair footed ' (/caXoTrou?), 
mentioned by Suidas, is taken to mean "with good, or auspicious 
feet," an interpretation perfectly possible, but hardly sufficient 
by itself to establish the prevalence of a superstition.' 

Nor is the dread of comers of ill omen confined to this 
particular day, though, of course, the evil is most strictly 
guarded against at the beginning of the new year. The same 
omen is taken from every visitor, new-comer, guest or servant, 
throughout the year. It is especially observed in the case of 
a newly-married couple. If the man's affairs take an excep- 
tionally prosperous turn, it is said that the bride " has brought 
him good luck" {tov e^e/oe tvxvX ^^^ ^^^ is henceforth re- 
garded as a 'lucky woman* (rvxcpv or KaXoppL^LKrf). An 
analogous belief attaches to the 'first handing' (x^pifco). 
Some persons are gifted with a good hand, others with an evil 
one {KoXoppi^ifco and KaKoppi^LKo x^P^)> ^^^ ^ tradesman con- 
strues the success or failure that attends his business during 
the day into the good or evil influence of his first customer in 
the morning. Further, a sponsor is said to have an ' unlucky 
hand ' if two of the children which he has helped to christen 
die in succession. A cook is also said to possess a ' nice ' or a 
* nasty hand ' (voo-ti/jlo or avoaro X^P'') according to the quality 
of his dishes. 

1 Gen. XXX. 30. Op. ih. xxxix. 6. 

^ For an interesting account of the first-foot custom in Scotland see The 
Book of DaySf vol. i. pp. 28 foil. 
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Twelfth-Day. 
(S€o<f>dv€La or Ta ^&Ta,) 

On the Eve of the Epiphany a general cleaning is carried 
on in every house. The ashes, which accumulated in the 
hearth during the Twelve Days, are swept away and along with 
them the Karkantzari, who are believed to be hiding there. 
In the evening a special * Epiphany-Cake ' {^(OToirrjTTa), cor- 
responding to the old English Twelfth-Cake, is prepared. 
** Silly unidea'd girls " sit up all night in the fond, though not 
unromantic, hope of seeing " the heavens open " {dvotyovv Ta 
ovpdvLo), This event is expected to take place at dawn, and it 
is held that all wishes uttered at that propitious moment will 
be instantly realized. 

With this Christian superstition may be compared a 
Mohammedan practice. The followers of the Prophet on the 
27th of Ramazan observe what they call the ' Night of Power ' 
(Leil-ul-Kadr\ the night which "is worth more than a thousand 
months." That night, as well as all the four nights from the 
26th to the 29th of the month, is spent in prayer, and the 
belief prevails that at a certain, though unknown, moment 
during that night "all the requests of those who are found 
worshipping are granted"^ — a belief based on the saying of the 
Koran that, " in that night descend the angels and the spirit by 
permission of their Lord, carrying His orders in every matter. 
It is peace till the rising of the dawn."* 

One is strongly tempted by the close similarity of the two 
customs to suspect that the one is an offshoot of the other — a 
temptation rendered stronger by the proximity in which Moham- 
medans and Christians have lived in Macedonia for so many 
centuries. But this hypothesis is precluded by the fact that 
the same, or closely analogous, superstitions exist in lands 
never trodden by Mohammedan foot. In Russia the Twelve 
or, as they are there termed. Holy Evenings are by the rustic 

^ ** Odysseus,** Turkey in Europe^ p. 206. 
' The Koran, Sura xcvn. Alkctdr, 
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mind associated with all sorts of wonderful revelations : hidden 
treasures are disclosed during that period, the new-bom Divinity 
comes down from heaven and wanders about on earth, and, 
above all, at midnight on the eve of Christmas and the 
Epiphany " the heavenly doors are thrown open ; the radiant 
realms of Paradise, in which the Sun dwells, disclose their 
treasures ; the waters of springs and rivers become animated, 
turn into wine, and receive a healing efficacy; the trees put 
forth blossoms, and golden fruits ripen upon their boughs."^ 
These ideas are also common among Teutonic races. It will, 
therefore, be seen that the roots of the belief entertained by the 
Christians of Macedonia lie too deep to be directly connected 
with the similar belief held by their Mohammedan neighbours. 

The dawn of the Feast itself is in some districts hailed by 
the cries of the boys, who run about the streets shouting " Eo I 
Eo ! " After divine service the same boys go round from house 
to house singing. But the chief observance on this day is the 
one described below. 

After matins it is the custom — handed down from im- 
memorial antiquity — to thrust some one into the water : the sea 
or the river, if the village happens to be situated near one or 
the other, or, if too far from either, into a pond or a well. He 
who is singled out to play the principal part in the performance 
afterwards receives a prize for his involuntary immersion. The 
person thus distinguished can buy himself ofiF by paying a 
greater sum of money than the reward offered. He also haS 
the right to claim that the doubtful honour should be inflicted 
upon the proposer instead — a suggestion acted upon, unless the 
latter bids higher for exemption. The one who is finally 
doused, on emerging from the water sprinkles the bystanders^ 
and they all join in a banquet got up with the prize money.*-' 

This custom in Southern Greece, under the name of 'Diving 
for the cross,' is invested with a quasi-religious character, the 
cross being generally thrown into the water with much pomp 
and circumstance by the officiating priest or bishop at the close 
of morning mass. But in either case, it seems to have its 

^ Balaton, Songs of the Russian People, p. 201. 

* A. A. Tovfflovy *'H icorA to Ilayyaiov Xtbpa,* p. 40. 
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remote origin in the " healing efficacy *' and other virtues 
attributed to the waters at this time of year — an idea, like so 
many others, adopted by Christianity, but still retaining enough 
of its primitive character to guide the student to its pre- 
Christian source. It may be worth while to add that in one 
case, in Western Macedonia, I heard the well, used as the scene 
of the performance, called * the Well of the Drakos ' (to irr^ydhi 
rod ApaKov), If this was not a simple coincidence, it may be 
taken as a hint — obscure indeed, but not utterly valueless — 
that perhaps in this ceremony lurks a relic of an old human 
sacrifice to the Spirit of the Waters. 



January 7th, 

On the following day is held one of the many feasts of 
St John the Precursor and Baptist ('H avva^i^ rod UpoBpofiov 
Kal BaTrrta-Tov ^lojavvov). On that day in the villages of the 
interior is observed a custom outwardly analogous to the 
Carnival Festivities, which later in the year are popular in the 
towns on the coast and in the islands of the Aegean. 

Parties of men disguised in old clothes, or goat-skins, and 
girt with chains of bells, go about the streets making a terrific 
noise and levying blackmail. These mummers are called hahoyeri 
(fjLTrafjLTToyepoi), but, so far from conducing to merriment, their 
object seems to be to strike terror into man, woman, and child. 
This practice appears to be the descendant of manners much 
earlier than the Italian camovale, which has been grafted upon 
it in the localities brought under Frank influence. 

On this day also in some places occurs a custom identical 
with those we have already noticed as belonging to the Day of 
Lazarus and Palm-Sunday. The following details concerning 
the practice at Kataphygi, a village on the slopes of Mount 
Olympus, are culled from an interesting sketch by a native 
of the district, published in an Athenian magazine several years 
ago*. 

The choristers, corresponding to the Lazarus and Palm 

1 r. Uairayeupylovi *0i ILpobpofiiTai,* in the'Eo-rfo of April 17, 1888. 
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Maids, are here grown up males and are called from the name 
of the feast 'Precursor Men' (UpoSpo/jLiTai). Groups of these 
minstrels assemble after church in the market place, which in 
common with the rest of the village is at this time of year 
generally covered with snow. Out of the number four are 
selected to lead the groups. These are considered the best 
rhapsodes of the village, and represent the four parishes into 
which it is divided. Each of them, followed by a cortege of 
eight or ten individuals, goes round from house to house, where 
they find a table ready-spread with sweets and refreshments. 
Having partaken of the good cheer and made themselves 
thoroughly at home, they proceed to fill the skins and bottles, 
which boys carry for them, with everything that they cannot 
carry ofiF in any other way. Then, divided into two semi- 
choruses, they sing by turns songs addressed to each member 
of the family, beginning with a general panegyric on the 
hospitable house itself. The hyperbolic tone of these com- 
positions detracts nothing from their pretty nawetd. Here 
follow a few typical examples: 

I. To the house, 

'ESq> Ve Tovrrfv rrjv avKrf rrj fiapfiapoarptotAevir], 
^KS(S')(^ovv x^Xia irpofiara ical Bvo ^^tXtaSe? yiSia. 
'S Tov fcdfJLTTO rh Kare^a^av vd ra Trepi^oaKijaovv, 
Kal '9 TO l3ouv6 rave/Sa^av vd ra vepoTTOTiaovv. 
Ki) 6 fiacLKrja^ iBidfiaivev diro to rafetS/o tov. 
To fiavpo TOV /covTOKpaT€i, Kal TO fiocKO pojTdev 
" 3pe Taiofiirave, fipk TnaTiKe^ /3p€ KayKe\o<f>pvSdT€y 
To Tii/09 elv Tct TTpo^aTa t dpyvpoKOvScovaTa;" 
"T' d(l}€PTff fia^ TcL irpo^aTa t dpyvpoKovSeovdra." 
" Kal Tti/09 elvai to fiavTpl fie to 0\o)pl TrXeyfiivo ; " 
"T* d<f>€VTi] fjLa^ Kal TO fiampl fik to (fyKmpl TrXey/JbevoJ' 

Here in this marble-paved court, 

Here there are a thousand sheep and two thousand goats. 
They were driven down to the plain to browse on the grass, 
They were driven up to the hill to be watered at the springs. 
Behold, the king is passing on his return from abroad. 
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He reins iii bis steed and of the shepherd asks : 

" shepherd, tender of flocks, thou of the arched eyebrows. 

Whose are the sheep with the silver bells?" 

"My lord's are the sheep with the silver bells." 

"And whose is the fold fenced round with a fence of golden coins?'' 

"My lord's is the fold fenced round with a fence of golden coins." 



II. To the master of the house. 

*A(f>€VT1] fWV TrpCDTOTLfie KoX 7rp0i)T0Tl/X1]fl€V€y 

Hp&rd <T€ TLfjLTjaeu 6 Oecb^ k varep 6 Koafio^ o\o<;y 
Se TLfir^ae Krj 6 ^aaCkr)a<; va ira<; va <TTe<^av(oari<;, 
^KcdvcK; aT€<f>dvca Vo (fyXcopl /cat ra Ktjpta V* darj/jLL 
Kal TO aT€(f>avofidvTi]\o o\o /xapyapiTapi. 

''Oo*' aarpa Vat '9 tov ovpavo koX <f>vWa ^vai \ ra Bivrpa, 

Too*' dairp e^cc d(f>€VTrj<; fjui^;, (f>\oi)pid Kal Kapar/poaia, 

Me TO raydpL tov fiCTpa, fie tS koiXo tov pix,v€L. 

^E/xeTprja-ey ^efxeTprja-e, tov Xeiirovv TpeU ^tXtaSe?, 

Kai TTjv KoKri tov p(OTi]^€ Kal ttjv koXti tov Xeev 

" KaXi; fiov, TTotfvat TaaTrpd fia<;, Kal iroivai t« <f>Xoi)pid fia^ ; '* 

" 'E'/ft) '\€7a, d<i>€VTri fiov, va fiij fiov to po>T7;f 179, 

Kat Tcopa TTov fi€ pcoTrj^e^ 0d aoi to ^fioXoyijaeo. 

UoWol (f>i\oi fjLd<; eirecrav Kal TaKafid/JLe X«/OTft.'' 

My lord, worthy of the first honour and honoured first. 

First Heaven hath honoured thee and then the whole world. 

The King hath also honoured thee and summoned thee to be his best-man. 

Thou makest the wedding wreaths of gold, and the tapers of silver, 

And the wedding kerchief broidered with pure pearls. 

As many stars as are in the heavens and leaves upon the trees. 
So many piastres hath my lord, also florins and black ghroshes. 
He measureth them out by the bag, he throweth them away by the 

bushel. 
One day he counted them, and counted them again : three thousand 

are missing. 
He questioned his fair one. His fair one he questioneth : 
"My fair one, where are our piastres, where are our florins?" 
"I hoped, my lord, that thou wouldst not ask me. 
But since thou dost ask me, I will confess unto thee : 
We were beset by too many friends, and have squandered our fortune." 
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III. To the mistress of the house, 

Aev irpeirovv r apyvpd /co/Jbircct '9 to irpacnvo t<5 pov^o, 

Aev Trperret top a<f>€VTrf fia<; va ircU^'p fik Tr)v Koprj* 

'2 ra yovara vd T771/ /cpaTj}, \ ra fjbdrca vd rrfv X'^^^V 

" Koprf fi\ Sev elaat poSivrj, Koprj ijl, hev elaai dairpr}'^ 

"Sai/ OeXrjf; vdfiaL poSivi], adv deXrjf; vdfiac aairprf, 

Xvp€ \ rrjv ^AvrpcavovTroXi, avpe '9 t^ ^aXovLKrj, 

Kjj dr/opaae fiov 'fcoTrXaro, aepfiicoTiKo ^ovvdpi, 

Na (Tec&fjLaL, vd Xvyi^ay/juaLj vd (fyaiveovrai rd koXXtj.'^ 

Silver buttons become not a garment worn green, 

Nor does it become our lord to toy with a maid' 

To hold her on his knees, to gaze into her eyes : 

" Maid mine, thou art not rosy ; maid mine, thou art not fair." 

" An thou wouldst me be rosy ; an thou wouldst me be fair, 

Hie thee to Adrianople, hie thee to Salonika, 

And purchase me a broad Servian girdle, 

That I may swing and sway in it, and display my charms." 



IV. To a newly-married pair. 

{A fragment) 

'A77T09 ^aara r^v Trephifca Vo irdi/ay '9 rd (f>T€pd tov^ 
K' 17 irephiKa '\a%€i/ Sapad Kal paiae to (f)T€p6 rov. 

AtaXaXrjTdSe^ ifia^av '9 oXa rd fiiXaeria' 

Hoto^ €x darj/jLL aSoXo Kal <f>X(i)pOKa7rvt<r/jLivo 

Na Seo*' 6 1/6409 TTJ (l)ovvTd tov k rj Kopr) rd fjuaXXcd T779. 

An eagle carried aloft a partridge upon his wings. 

The partridge chanced to be too heavy, and his wing broke. 

They set criers in all the provinces : 

"Who owns silver pure or plated with gold (let him produce it), 

That the youth may tie therewith his tassel ^ and the maid her tresses." 

^ That is, the tassel of his cap. 
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V. Farewell, 

TLoXKa ^7rafi€ kti dirovirafie, rcopa k^ cltto a-ifid rov. 
Avae t\ d(f>€VTi] fi, Xvae rrjv dpyvprj aatCKOvka, 
Ki) av exv^ aarrpa, 809 fid^ ra, (fyXaypcd fi/rf ra Xviraaaiy 
Kj) &v e'xjj^ xdva ')(alp\e, Kepva rd TraWrfKapia. 

Interval. 

"Oo*a49 vyeial^ Toaai^ ')(apal<: KaX ^(f>€TO k^ o\o ei/a, 

Na ^Tjo-Tff; 'X^povov^ etcaro fcal irevraKoaLa <I>ft)Ta, 

Na ^Tjari^ adv rov "EXu/ztto, adv t aypto Trepto'Tepi, 

We have sung much and have done with singing. Now let us be gone. 
Loosen, my lord, loosen the strings of thy silver purse, 
And if thou hast piastres, give of them to us ; gold pieces, spare them not. 
And if thou happen'st to have a wine-jar, serve out wine to the lads.^ 

They drink, and then continue : 

As many healths (as we have drunk) so many rejoicings (may there be) 

this year and for ever, 
Mayest thou live a hundred years and five hundred Twelfth Days, 
Mayest thou live as long as Olympus, as long as the rock-pigeon. 

The goodman or his wife gives them some money at parting. 
These donations are handed over to the churchwarden of the 
parish, who as a reward for their labour invites them on the 
following day to a sumptuous banquet. In the evening a dance 
is set up in the public dancing-ground, which is thronged by 

^ On the similarity between these carols and analogous compositions once 
popular in England I have commented in a foregoing chapter. The following 
description forms an especially close parallel to the Macedonian customs 
described above: '*At Harrington, in Worcestershire, it is customary for 
children on St Thomas's Day to go round the village begging for apples, and 
singmg— 

Wassail, wassail, through the town, 

If youVe got any apples, throw them down ; 

Up with the stocking, and down with the shoe, 

If you've got no apples, money will do ; 

The jug is white and the ale is brown. 

This is the best house in the town." 
A kindred custom still surviving in England is that of the 'Advent Images' 
or going about with a * vessel-cup,' the performers being styled * vessel-cup 
singers.' The Book of Days^ vol. n. pp. 724 — 5. 
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all the inhabitants of the village. The dance is accompanied 
by various songs, among which the first place is held by the 
Ballad of Captain Stathas, a famous Klepht of Agrapha, in 
Aetolia. It runs as follows: 

'S t' ''Aypa<f>a KXaiei fita TraTraStd, ficKpif iraTraSoTrovXa, 
TIrjpav oi /c\i<f>Tat,^ top vyco, Krj aXkov vyi6 Sev ^xet. 
Tpd<f>ovv 'x^aprcd Kal Trpo/SoBovv, ypd(f>ovv x^prid xal ariXvovv 
" '2 iaiva, KaTreraiz-Sra^a, '9 oXa rd TraWrjKdpia, 
Mt; fiov %aXa<7T€ tov vyio, r aXX/)v vyio Skv ^X'^* 
Tatvrrpd^ui '9 tov ypafi/juariKOt ttcoXI '9 tov Kairerdvo, 
K17 dir&va ^arffiofidxaipo '9 oXa ra TraXXrfKdpia. 

In the town of Agrapha there weeps a priestess, the young wife of a priest ; 

For the brigands have carried off her son, and she has no other son. 

Letters are written and dispatched, letters are written and sent : 

" To thee, Captain Stathas, and all thy braves : — 

Kill ye not my son, for no other son have I. 

(I promise) breast-plates for the Secretary, and a pioli^ for the Captain, 

And a silver knife apiece for all the braves." 



The Basil 

In describing the mid-summer and mid-winter ceremonies 
of the Macedonian peasantry I have had occasion more than 
once to allude to the plant known to the ancients as ' odmum 
royal' (Sxifiov jSaaiXcKov) and now called simply * royal' 
{jSaaiXiKo*;), We have seen it employed in the decorations of 
the * divining pitcher ' in June, and in the sprinkling away of 
the dreadful Karkantzari in January. These are only two of 
the many parts which the basil plays in the peasant's life, 
religious as well as secular. Its title is not a misnomer. The 
basil is really and truly considered by the peasants as a Prince 
among plants. I know not whether it owes its sovereignty to 
the beautiful greenness of its leaves, or to the white purity of its 
diminutive blossoms, or to the sweet aroma which clings to both, 
even after they are dry and to all appearance dead. However 

^ This is a word the meaning of which I neither know nor can guess. It 
may be a form of vurrdXi *a pistol,' which would balance the * breast-plates.' 
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that may be, the basil is held in very high esteem and seems 
to know it, if any faith can be placed in the poetic conceits of 
the following songs, which I heard at diflferent times in two 
diflferent parts of Macedonia. 

I. {From Melenik.) 

Bao-tXt^e fiov rpLKXcDve, firjv iroXvirpaa-Lvi^jj^, 
^Fr/w/juac TO yap6v(f>vX\.0t to irp&To to \ov\ovBiy 
Hov to (fyopovv rj €fiop<f>ai^ kji oXai^ y fjuivpofifidTrj<:, 
TJov TO (t>opel wydirri fiov avafieaa '9 to, aTTjOea. 

The Pink and the Basil, 

" My three-branched basil, bloom thou not so proudly green * 
I am the pink, first among flowers, 

Which the fair maidens and all the black-eyed ones wear, 
Which my own love wears between her breasts." 



II. {From Nigrita.) 

'O ^Svoafio^ KTi 6 ^aacXcKo^ koi to fiaKeBovrjo'c 
Td Bvo Ta Tpia fidXcovav kol Trijyacvav '9 t^ Kplai, 
VvpL^ei 6 PaaCKiKO^ koX Xeei '9 Ta XovKoviia* 
" 2ct)7raT€, ^pcDfioXoiiXovBa, fcal pj)v iroXviraiveaTe ! 
^^fyoofiaL 6 jSaaiXiKO^ 6 fioa')(pfivpcafi€vo^, 
^Kyob fivpi^o) Trpda-tvo^ Ka0ot}<; Koi aTeyviofJuevo^sy 
E7(J) pnraLvG) '9 tou9 dr/ca^fioif^ k €t9 tov iraira ra X^P^^> 
'£70) <f>iX& T^^9 €fiop(f>aL(; Kal tj}^ fiavpofifiaTOvaai^. 

The Peppermint, the Basil, and the Parsley. 

The peppermint, the basil, and the parsley, 

The two between them, and all three amongst them wrangled and went 

to judgment : 
Then turns the basil and thus addresses the (other) plants: 
** Hold your tongues, ye ill-smelling herbs, and bo ye not over-boastful : 
I am basil the musk-scented. 

I am sweetly fragrant when green and also when dry. 
I enter into the Holy Services and into the Priest's own hands. 
I kiss the fair maidens and the black-eyed ones ! " 



CHAPTER VIII. 

DIVINATION. 

Besides the guesses and divinings already discussed in con- 
nection with the Feast of St John in summer, and New Year's 
Eve in winter, there are several methods of divination which 
are not confined to any particular season of the year : the oracle 
is always open and ready to satisfy the cravings of the un- 
tutored mind with predictions certain to be fulfilled — provided 
the questioner has faith, and a moderate capacity for self- 
delusion. 

To the divination by tea, or ' cup-reading,' still remembered 
in English, and more especially in Scotch country places, cor- 
responds the Macedonian practice of divining by coflFee : One 
solitary bubble in the centre of the cup betokens that the 
person holding it possesses one staunch and faithful friend. If 
there are several bubbles forming a ring close to the edge of 
the cup, they signify that he is fickle in his affections, and that 
his heart is divided between several objects of worship.^ The 
grounds of coffee are likewise observed and variously explained 
according to the forms which they assume: If they spread 
round the cup in the shape of rivulets and streams money is 
prognosticated, and so forth. 

A memory of another, now, to the best of my knowledge, 
extinct form of divination, probably survives in the proverb : 
KCLiroio^ hev eZ^^e ttolov va fxoTtjajj xal pcoTovae to SiKavifci rov, 

^ Coffee bubbles possess a meteorological meaDing in English folk-lore, see 
R. Inwards, Weather Lore^ p. 199. In America, appropriately enough, **a group 
of bubbles on a cup of coffee signifies money," Memoirs of the American Folk- 
Lore Society t vol. iv. p. 87. 
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" Some one in want of a counsellor consulted his staff." The 
phrase seems to be a reminiscence of an old use of the wand for 
purposes similar to those of the modem 'divining rod/^ At 
any rate, the demanding advice of the staflF forcibly recalls the 
biblical passage "My people ask counsel at their stocks, and 
their staff declareth unto them."* 

"The riddles are working miracles and the sieves are 
dropping " (dafiarovpyovv ret Koaxtva kol ire<f>TOVv rj irvKvaZe^) 
is another popular saying, used to describe any unaccountable 
or sudden noise in the house. It probably alludes to the " feats 
of impulsive pots, pans, beds and chairs," spoken of by 
Mr Andrew Lang,' with, perhaps, a faint reference to coscino- 
mancy — one of the commonest of classic and mediaeval methods 
of divination. Its meaning, however, is entirely gone, and it 
remains as a mere phrase or figure of speech. 

It is with a sense of relief that one turns from the shadowy 
regions of conjecture to the realms of reality. To the methods 
of hydromancy, or divination by water, described already, 
deserves to be added the art of divining by bones — an art 
still resting upon the firm rock of credulity. The principal 
instrument used in this kind of divination is the shoulder-blade 
(a>fio7r\dTr)) of a lamb or kid, and hence the process is techni- 
cally termed omoplatoscopy. When the bone in question has 
been carefully cleansed of the meat which adheres to it, it is 
held up to the light and subjected to the expert's scrutiny : if 
its colour is a glowing red, it portends prosperity ; if white, and 
semi-transparent, it forebodes extreme poverty and misery. 
This general interpretation is supplemented and modified by 
various minor details. Thus, for example, black spots round 
the edges and only a small darkish space in the middle are 
omens of impending disaster. A white transparent line running 
across from end to end indicates a journey. Black veins fore- 

1 See A. Lang, Custom and Myth, pp. 180-196. 

2 Hosea iv. 12. 

3 Cock Lane and Common Sense, p. 31. 

The case from Mr Graham Dalyell's Darker Superstitions of Scotland, quoted 
hy the same author (ib, p. 123) where '* The sive and the wecht dancit throw 
the hous " is particularly in point. 
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shadow discord and war. A hollow or a tumour on the surface 
is a sign of serious calamity, such as dangerous illness or even 
death. The same rules apply to the examination of a fowl's 
breast-bone (aTrjOdpi), which the folk from its shape fantasti- 
cally call * saddle' (aa/idpc) or * camel' {/cafirjXa). For instance, 
if it is clear and pale with only the three corners shaded, it 
augurs great happiness to the owner. For this purpose a hen 
or cock is specially kept in the villager's poultry yard, and 
after it has been immolated and cooked, the breast-bone is 
extracted, and some modern Calchas sets to work " to look for 
the luck of the household " (vd Scovfie tov airtTLov to rvxj^po). 

Omoplatoscopy chiefly flourishes among the shepherds of 
Western Macedonia, and is also extensively cultivated in 
Albania.* But, as folklorists are aware, this quaint art — ^a 
relic of ancient haruspication — is by no means confined to the 
Balkan Peninsula. At one time it must have been spread far 
and wide through Europe ; for we still find survivals of it both 
on the continent and in the British Isles. In England it is 
very appropriately termed "reading the speal-bone (speal = 
espaule * shoulder ')." It is related to the old Chinese divination 
by the cracks of a tortoise-shell on the fire. It is very popular 
in Tartary, and on the discovery of the New World the North- 
American Indians were found to be familiar with it. They 
"would put in the fire a certain flat bone of a porcupine 
and judge from its colour if the porcupine hunt would be 
successful."^ 

The prevalence of this method of divination in lands and 
races so remote as, say, Ireland and China, suggests the problem 
which so frequently confronts the student of custom : Is it due 
to transmission from one country to another, or is it a case of 
independent production ? If the former, when and how and by 
whom was it transplanted, and did it first see the light in 
the East or in the West ? It is perhaps the difficulty, not to 
say the impossibility, of giving a satisfactory answer to these 
questions that usually induces folklorists to adopt the view of 
spontaneous and independent development, though in many 

^ Tozer, Researches in the Highlands of Turkey , vol. i. p. 331. 
2 Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. i. p. 124. 

A. F. 7 
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cases — and this is one of them — it is not quite clear why difiFerent 
nations should have hit upon exactly identical modes of action. 

Another custom connected with a fowl's skeleton ought 
perhaps to be mentioned here, though it is a mere game and 
bears only a distant relation to divination. This is the pastime 
known as Yadis, or 'Remembrance/^ The * merry-thought * 
or, as it is still called in some parts of England and Ireland, 
* wishing-bone ' of the fowl is picked out, and two persons take 
hold of it, each gripping one arm with his little finger and 
tugging until the fork has snapped. From that moment the 
two parties are careful not to accept anj^ object handed by one 
to the other, without saying " Yadis" He who is the first 
to forget forfeits something agreed upon beforehand. It is 
a wager, or rather a trial of rival memories. 

Several other superstitions of a kindred nature may be 
noticed in this connection. 

A flickering flame in the fire, or an upright excrescence in 
a burning candle, is interpreted as predicting the arrival of a 
guest, whose stature is judged by the length of the flame or 
excrescence. This mode of divination by the fire is not un- 
known in England. Mrs Elizabeth Berry, for instance, " noted 
a supernatural tendency in her parlour fire to bum all on 
one side," and she very shrewdly concluded that a wedding 
approached the house — a conclusion fully justified by the 
event, as readers of Mr Meredith's Richard Feverel will 
remember.'^ 

If in carving bread a thin slice drops out of the loaf, it 
is supposed to indicate the return of a friend or relative from 
foreign parts.* The same intimation is conveyed by bubbles in 
coflFee, or by the accidental fall of a piece of soap on the floor. 

If one drains a glass of the contents of which some one else 
has partaken, he will learn the secrets of the latter. 

^ Persian yady * memory. ' 

^ Fires and candles also prognosticate changes in the weather in English 
folklore ; see R. Inwards, Weather Lcyre, p. 197. 

3 In America '* if you drop a slice of bread with the battered side up, it is 
a sign of a visitor.*' Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. iv. p. 89 ; 
see also pp. 90 foil. 
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If two persons wipe their hands on the same towel at the 
same time, they will soon quarrel.^ A similar rupture attends 
the act of receiving a tablet of soap directly from another 
person's hand. To avoid sad consequences people are careful 
to lay the soap down, instead of handing it to each other 
straightway. 

If two persons raise their glasses to their lips simultaneously, 
they are destined to die on the same day. 

If a shoe is accidentally turned toes upwgg-d, it is im- 
mediately set right, lest its owner should die. For this is the 
position of a dead man's feet. 

Lying in bed with the head towards the west is also a 
posture to be avoided, as it resembles the position of the corpse 
when lying in state. 

For a similar reason three lights in a room constitute a fatal 
sign, as they recall the three candles burning beside the corpse 
before the funeral.* 

Likewise it is unlucky to be measured, for it suggests the 
taking of one's measurements for the construction of one's coffin.* 

To sit with the face resting in one's hands portends the 
loss of one's mother, or, as the peasants strangely put it, 
•* You will devour your own mother's bones ! " {Oii <f>a^ ra 
KOKKoXa T^9 /jbdvvaf; aov). Sitting with the fingers interlocked 
is likewise an evil omen. For both attitudes are typical of a 
state of woe.* 

If one's girdle becomes loosened, it means that some woman 
enceinte belonging to the family has just been deHvered. This 
is undoubtedly an instance of divination derived from sym- 
pathetic or imitative magic. A girdle loosened accidentally is. 
construed into an omen of an easy delivery. In olden times, 
most probably the girdle was deliberately loosened in order to 

^ Cp. similar superstition in Pennsylvania, Memoirs of the American Folk- 
Lore Society, vol. iv. p. 136. 

^ In America also *' Three lamps or candles burned close together mean 
death." lb, p. 126. 

* Cp. the American superstition "If an infant be measured, it will die 
before its growing time is over." lb. p. 25. 

* Cp. G. Georgeakis et L6on Pineau, Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos, p. 336. 

7—2 
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bring about this effect. Conversely, we are told, " the physical 
obstacle or impediment of a knot on a cord would create a 
corresponding obstacle or impediment in the body of the 
woman," ^ Perhaps a similar idea underlies the ancient Greek 
expression ^(ovnv Xveiv ' to unloose the girdle/ applied to Artemis 
in her character of patroness of women in travail. 

If one's leg grows numb, he must spit three times upon it, 
that the stifiFness may go to a female relative in an interesting 
condition and accelerate her delivery. 

If the thread gets tangled in sewing, that suggests that the 
garment on which it is employed will bring health and prosperity 
to the person who is to wear it (0d to (fyopeajf fjue xapa or fie 
vyeia), the influence of the tangled thread being akin to that 
of a knot, with which we shall become more familiar in the 
course of this treatise. 

If the hem of a garment turns up on the back, the wearer 
is destined to get a new one soon,'* an omen resting on the 
notion that a coat worn wrong side out brings luck to the owner 
and protects him against sorcery (Se rov inavovv ra fidryeca). 

When one puts on a new dress, it is the custom to wish 
him joy of it : "May you wear it with health "' (Na to x^PV^' 
Na TO <\>ope<Tri<i fie ^yeiay etc.). Like wishes are oflFered on the 
purchase of anything new, the building of a new house, etc.* 

At the end of a meal, or after having partaken of any re- 
freshment, it is polite for the host to wish his guest " with 
health " (Me tjj^ vyeiac^ aa^;). 

If a visitor finds the people on whom he calls at table, it is 
a sign that his mother-in-law will be fond of him, a blessing as 
great as it is rare. 

That he will be loved by his mother-in-law, or that he will 



1 For an exhaustive dissertation on Knots at Childbirth, see J. G. Frazer, 
The Golden Bough, vol. i. pp. 392 foU. 

2 The same superstition exists in America, Memoirs of the American Folk- 
Lore Society, vol. iv. p. 142. 

» Cp. a similar custom among the Celts : J. G. Campbell, Superstitions of the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland, p. 231. 

^ The Arabs also on these occasions wish the owner that his possession may 
prove 'prosperous' (mabrook). 
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become a priest, is also prognosticated of one who likes to eat 
the crust of bread. 

If one, while eating, leaves a small bit inadvertently, it is 
said that some member of the family is hungry. But if he 
leaves it purposely, he is made to eat it, or else he will lose his 
sweetheart. 

If something is broken, two more things will follow, that 
the number of the Trinity may be completed {eyive ayia 
TpidSay Such an accident is considered as appeasing Nemesis, 
and some housewives console themselves with the reflection 
that the *ill luck* (yovpaov^ca) has spent itself, and greater 
evils have been averted. Others, of a more pessimistic turn, 
however, look upon it as a forerunner of more serious calamities, 
and cross themselves while despondently muttering " may it 
turn out well ! *' (ok /caXo va fia^ fiyfj !). 

Eventide observances. 

Sweeping after dark is bad, as it sweeps away the 'prosperity' 
of the household (ja fnrepeKeTt rov (tttltcov). The same super- 
stition exists in some of the islands of the Aegean,^ and other 
parts of Greece, as well as in many other countries, including 
America." Nor is it advisable to give water out of the house 
after sunset (clfia ^aa-iXe-^ri 6 fjKtos;). If pressed, one must 
pour out into a cup some of the contents of the pitcher before 
giving it away. The same restriction applies to leaven (irpo^vfii). 
Vinegar also is not to be drawn after dark.* 

Salt or a sieve must not on any account be lent out of the 
house at any time of day or night. It is believed that along 
with these articles will depart the prosperity of the family. 

^ Likewise in America it is held that ** if there is a death there will be three 
deaths in the family within a short time,'' and **if you break something, you 
wiU break two other things," Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society , vol. iv. 
pp. 130, 134. 

« W. H. D. House, * Folklore from the Southern Sporades,' in Folk-Lore^ 
June, 1899, p. 181. 

3 Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. iv. pp. 82, 147. 

^ For similar superstitions in Southern Greece, see Bennell Kodd, The 
Ctistoms and Lore of Modem Greece ^ p. 166. 
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In Lesbos onions, salt and matches are the articles forbidden 
to be given out of the house after sunset.^ 

It is interesting and instructive to compare with these 
«ome superstitions prevailing in the Highlands of Scotland : 

"A sieve should not be allowed out of the house after dark, 
and no meal, unless it be sprinkled with salt. Otherwise, the 
Fairies may, by means of them, take the substance out of the 
whole farm produce/'^ 

On certain days of the year also the Scotch forbore giving 
fire out of the house. On Beltane and Lammas especially, 
**' it should not be given, even to a neighbour whose fire had gone 
out. It would give him the means of taking the substance or 
benefit (toradh) from the cows."* 

The reason alleged for the Celt's custom corresponds with 
the Macedonian expression that these articles, if allowed out 
of the house, " will take away the prosperity of the family." 
The prohibition concerning the loan of a sieve may more 
particularly be accounted for by the belief that a sieve forms 
a strong safeguard against evil spirits and witches. 

It is further said that you should not "eat bread," that 
is dine, at sundown. A possible explanation of this behest 
may be found in several Greek folk-songs. From these com- 
positions we learn that Charontas (Death) and his wife 
Charontissa sup at that time of the day.* 

Concerning bread, salt, etc. 

The spilling of wine is a sign of wealth ; the spilling of 
pepper betokens a quarrel. But the spilling of oil, vinegar,' or 
arrack forebodes nothing less than the ruin of the household. 

If one wilfully scatters salt upon the ground and does not 

^ G. Georgeakis et L^ou Pineau, Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos, p. 328. 

^ J. G. Campbell, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, 
p. 35. 

8 Ih. p. 234. 

* Benihard Schmidt, Lieder von Charos und der Unterwelt, Nos. 25-27. 

^ It is perhaps significant that in some parts of Greece Proper, the name 
for vinegar is the euphemistic term yXvKddi 'sweet,' instead of ^ctdi 'sour,' 
vrhieh is the ordinary word. 
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hasten to pick it up, it is believed that in the next world he 
will be doomed to pick up grains of salt with his eyelids. 
This belief exemplifies in a vivid manner the veneration 
with which salt is regarded by the people. It is looked upon 
as a ' gift of God/ and any wanton waste of it is certain to be 
punished as a sacrilege. 

Nor is the value set on salt less high elsewhere. Among 
the Scotch Highlanders and Islanders the theft of salt was 
considered an unpardonable crime to be severely punished both 
in this and in the life to come.' In America also spilling salt 
is unlucky.'^ 

A like sacredness, even in a higher degree if possible, 
attaches to bread. No crumbs are thrown out in the street. 
When the peasants shake the table-cloth, they take care that the 
crumbs shall fall into some out-of-the-way corner, where they 
can be picked up by the birds. If a piece of bread lies on the 
road, the peasant dares not tread upon it ; on the contrary, he 
stoops, picks it up and deposits it in some crevice in a wall or 
hedge, beyond the reach of profane teet. *' By the bread which 
we eat " (Ma to '>^(Ofi\ ttov rp&fie) is a usual form of emphatic 
asseveration. Abuse of an enemy often finds expression in a 
denunciation of his bread, just as of his faith QirLaTi), religious 
law (vofjLo), the parents who begot him (to yoveio), or the saints 
who protect him {to. cuyia). 

Women in kneading bread frequently draw the sign of the 
cross upon the dough, before they proceed to separate it into 
loaves. A cross is especially drawn on the first kneaded and 
baked loaf (7r/0ft)Toi|r(S//,t), which should not be given out of the 
house. It is also customary to make the sign of the cross with 
the knife on the bottom of a loaf or cake before carving it. 

The Mohammedans go even further in their veneration of 
this divine gift. They never cut bread with a knife, but * break ' 
it, explaining that it is impious to wound bread with steel. 

Similar beliefs concerning this article of food prevail among 



^ J. G. CampbeU, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, 
p. 236. 

2 Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society j vol. iv. p. 82. 
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the Slavs.^ We have all heard of the 'bread and salt* oflFerings 
of hospitality which in Slavonic lands form a chief item in the 
reception of a guest, and which even figure in the enthrone- 
ment of a new sovereign. 

A kindred superstition was entertained by races even more 
remote than the Slavs, as for example, by the Mexicans, among 
whom " It was thought that if some grains of maize fell on the 
ground, he who saw them lying there was bound to lift them, 
wherein, if he failed, he harmed the maize, which plained itself 
of him to God, saying, ' Lord, punish this man, who saw me 
fallen and raised me not again ; punish him with famine, that 
he may learn not to hold me in dishonour'."* 

This Mexican prayer of the maize expresses with remarkable 
accuracy the Macedonian peasant's feelings on the subject, and 
the motive which dictates his treatment of bread. 

Augury. 

The vast majority of the omens observed by the Macedonian 
peasantry are common to many lands besides Macedonia, and it 
will be one of the present writer's aims to point out some of 
the most remarkable instances of similarity. Many of these 
omens can easily be traced to the principle of symbolism. The 
origin of others is not quite so plain. The people themselves 
cling to their belief as a matter of tradition handed down to 
them from early times, but they are unable to account for it. 

Omens are often taken firom the people or animals one 
meets at the outset of a journey, or on going out in the 
morning. It is, for example, unlucky to encounter a priest on 
leaving one's house in the morning, or on setting forth on a 
journey. In that case it is best to postpone the expedition. 
It is worse if a priest is the first person you have seen on a 
Monday: everything will go wrong with you throughout the 
week.* The evil can only be counteracted by tying a knot in 

^ Balston, Songs of the Russian People, p. 247. 

3 Sahagun, in A. Lang's Custom and Myth, p. 20. 

^ The same superstition exists in Bassia, where it is explained by some as 
being due to the fact that a priest formerly had the right to fine his parishioners 
for non-attendance at Sunday mass. 



Divination 105 

one's handkerchief, and thus ''binding the ill chance" {hivet^ 
TO KaKo). 

A priest or monk is also considered of ill omen on board 
ship. The presence of such a passenger induces people to look 
out for foul weather.^ This superstition is shared by Italian 
and English seamen: 

" Them two covies are parsons, I allow. If so, stand by for 
foul winds," says the little sailor in a popular sea-story,'* and 
his remark would be as natural on the lips of a Mediterranean 
mariner as it is on those of the Channel sailor. 

A similar dread attaches to meeting a beardless man 
(<r7rav6<;), such men being regarded as particularly ill-omened. 
The evil character of the Beardless Man is illustrated by many 
folk-tales in which such an individual often plays the r61e of 
the villain.' 

Bed-haired people are, as among ourselves, considered ill- 
tempered, though not necessarily ill-omened. Still, * Red-hair ' 
{^av07j rpixa) is an expression to be avoided by all lovers of 
peace. On the other hand, those born with a white tuft among 
their hair are looked upon as lucky, the white tuft being 
interpreted as an omen of wealth. Those who have two 
crowns on the head (Suo Kopv<f>al<;) are destined to marry twice.* 

At Liakkovikia a child born with two crowns will rob 
someone of his fortune (^epo 0i6 0d ^drjy 

Cripples and deformed persons are called ' marked ' {a-TjfieioD' 
fiivoi) by God as a warning to others, and their society is 
eschewed. 

As in England, Scotland, America and elsewhere, so in 
Macedonia it is unlucky to turn back after having gone out of 
the house, a superstition recalling the command given to the ' man 
of God' ; "nor turn again by the same way that thou camest."* 

1 Cp. the proverb iraira iraiSlf dia^6\* irfybviy "A priest's child, the Devil's 
own grandchild." 

3 W. Clark RussePs What Cheer! 

3 See, for example, The Bet with the Beardless, in Hahn's * Contes Populaires 
Grecs,' ed. by J. Pio. Tr. by E. M. Geldart, Folk-Lore of Modem Greece, p. 60. 

* Cp. Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. rv. p. 22. 

' A. A. TovffioVf *'H Kard to na77euoi' X(6pa,' p. 76. 

^ 1 Kings xiii. 9. 
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A hare crossing one's path is regarded as peculiarly un- 
propitious, and the traveller, whether on foot or on horseback, 
must turn back. The same dread extends to rabbits and 
serpents.^ The timidity of the first two animals and the pro- 
verbial malignity of the last may satisfactorily account for the 
significance of the omen.^ 

Some Albanian tribes consider it a sin to kill a hare, or 
even to touch one that is dead. One day a friend of mine shot 
a hare on the road and gave it to one of the two Albanian 
gendarmes, who escorted us, to hold. The gendarme remarked 
that his comrade would not touch the animal for the world. 
In order to try him, we took the hare back and asked his 
comrade to hold it while we remounted. But he refused in a 
determined tone : " Lay it down on the ground, sir, we in our 
village do not touch hares!" 

The Albanians are not unique in their prejudice. The 
Namaqua of South Africa, for example, object to eating the 
hare and account for it by a curious myth, according to which 
the hare was once sent to Men by the Moon to give this 
message ; " Like as I die and rise to life again, so you also shall 
die and rise to life again," but the Hare changed the message 
as follows : " Like as I die and do not rise again, so you shall 
also die and not rise to life again."'* 

A hen crowing like a cock foretells death, and it is im- 
mediately killed. We find the same superstition among the 
Southern Greeks, the modern Albanians* and the ancient 
Romans.^ It is also preserved in an English folk-proverb : 

A whistling maid and a crowing hen 
Are hateful alike to God and men.^ 

^ Cp. J. G. Campbell, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, 
pp. 223, 254 ; Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. iv. p. 83 ; 
VII. p. 29. In Lesbos a rabbit is bad, but a serpent good to meet; see 
G. Georgeakis et L4on Pineau, Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos, p. 339. 

2 Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. p. 121. * lb. vol. i. p. 355. 

* Hahn, AVbanesische Studien, * Ter. Phormio, rv. 4, 27. 

^ W. H. D. Bouse, * Folklore from the Southern Sporades,' in Folk-Lore, 
June 1899, p. 181 n. 2. For some other rhymes on ' whistling girls and crowing 
hens ' see Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. iv. p. 138 ; for the 
omen vol. vii. p. 32. 
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The crowing of a cock before midnight is a portent of 
death, or of a change in the weather. In England also the 
crowing of a cock at an unusual hour sometimes is interpreted 
as prognosticating a change in the weather, and sometimes it is 
construed into a worse omen,^ whereas in Scotland it is regarded 
as an indication of coming news.^ In America we find that 
" a rooster crowing at odd times of the night " signifies in some 
parts death ; in other parts, if it crows in the early hours of the 
night, hasty news.' 

Death is also foreshadowed by the hooting of an owl on the 
roof of the house, or by the howling of a dog either in or near 
the house. The doleful nature of these sounds explains the 
meaning attached to them by the Macedonians as well as by 
other races,* while the unnaturalness of a crowing hen, or a 
cock crowing out of the normal time, obviously suggests that 
they forebode no good. The superstition about the howling 
dog is shared by the modem Albanians, as it was by the ancient 
Greeks: 

%eaTv\i, raX Kvve^ afjLCP avh tttoKlv d)pvovTai, 
a ^609 €P TpioSea-a-c to x^^*^^^^ ^^ rd^p^ a;^€t.^ 

In exactly the same way the ancient Scandinavians held that 
"the dogs could see Hela the death-goddess move unseen by 
men."' Modem Jews and Mohammedans share this superstition, 
believing that the dogs howl at the sight of the Angel of Death. 
Beasts are credited by savages with the power of beholding 
spirits invisible to the human eye. We find traces of the same 
belief in ancient literature. Besides the passage from Theocritus 
quoted above the reader will recall the apparition of Athene in 
Homer' and similar incidents. The belief both in the dog's 



1 Thomas Hardy, Tess of the D^Urbervilles, ch. xxxin. 

^ J. G. Campbell, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, 

267. 

3 Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. vii. pp. 81, 32. 

* lb. pp. 20, 27, 83. 

« Theocr. Id, ii. 30-31. 

• Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. ii. p. 196. 
7 Odyss. XVI. 162. 
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superhuman capacity for seeing the invisible, and in the funereal 
significance of its howl still survives among our own peasants. 

A night-bird heard in the middle of the town portends a 
pest or some serious public calamity. A similar meaning 
attaches to the notes of a golden plover in the Highlands.^ 

The screeching of the eagle-owl (jnrov<f>o<;) is especially 
considered as a portent of disaster,^ and so is the cawing of a 
crow on the housetop or chimney. Women on hearing them 
are in the habit of exclaiming " Eat thine own head ! " (Na ^a<; 

TO K€<f)d\l <t). 

The ancient Greeks seem to have entertained a like fear of 
a crow " sitting and cawing " on the roof of the house.^ Nor 
has the character of this bird improved with age. Ingratitude 
is the special vice with which the modern muse charges the 
crow : " Feed a crow that it may peck out your eyes " (Tpi^e 
Kpovva vd ae ffydX^ tcl fxaria). 

If clothes are damaged by rats, it is taken as a hint that 
there is a dishonest servant in the house.* On the other hand, 
it is a good omen to see a weasel (vv<f>iTa'a), In connection 
with this animal it is interesting to note a superstition pre- 
valent at Melenik, and possibly in other districts of Macedonia. 
Women, if, after having washed their heads with water drawn 

1 J. G. Campbell, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland^ 
p. 266. 

^ This bird both in name and in character seems to be a descendant of the 
Latin strix bubo. Cp. the epithets ignavus, profanus, fanereus^ sinister^ etc. 
applied to this bird by the Eoman writers. The same idea is embodied in 
Virgil's lines : 

Solaque culminibus ferali carmine bubo 
Saepe queri, et longas in fletum ducere voces. 

Am, IV. 462—3. 
where the note of the bird is classed among the omens which terribili monitu 
hmrijicant the wretched Dido and drive her to drowu despair in death. 

By the modern Greeks the name of the bird is also used as a contemptuous 
term, denoting a person of superlative simplicity, in the same sense as euros, 
the fuyrned owly was used by the ancient Greeks, and gull by us. Needless to 
add that the /iiroO^os has nothing but the name in common with the buphusy 
or egret, of Ornithology. 

« Hes. W, and D. 746-7. 

* In America " If rats gnaw your clothes, you will soon die," Memoirs of the 
American Folk-Lore Society ^ vol. vii. p. 30. 
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overnight, thej happen to get a headache, set it down to the 
&ct that in that water a weasel had its hce reflected as in a 
looking-glass (yua\umfK€\ and they carefully refrain from 
mentioning the animal's name, lest it should cause the clothes 
in the wardrobes to decay. 

This superstition regarding the weasel is explained by a 
legend current in Southern Greece. The name wtf^irtra, or 
kittle bride/ so the story runs, was given to the animal 
because it once was a bride, who for some forgotten reason was 
transformed into a dumb creature. Hence she is envious of 
brides and destroys their wedding dresses.^ 

A tortoise is regarded as lucky, and the killing of one as a 
sin. It is likewise sinful to turn a tortoise upside down, for 
that attitude is explained as an insult to the Deity {fioxn^dpei 
Tov deo). 

Storks, both among the Christians and the Mohammedans, 
but especially among the latter, are looked upon with a 
favourable eye, and their arrival is hailed as a sign of peace. 
The Turks call them hadjis or pilgrims, interpreting their 
annual migration to the south as a pilgrimage to Mecca, and 
beKeve that the house on which they breed is safe from plague 
and fire alike. 

Wood pigeons and turtle doves are also birds of good omen, 
and flocks of them live unmolested in the enclosures of mosques. 
Sparrows are likewise respected by the Turks, who usually leave 
holes in the walls of their houses purposely for the birds to 
build their nests. A Greek writer tells a characteristic story 
of a Turkish grandee, Tchelebi Eflfendi by name, who in ex- 
treme old age was ordered by the doctors to eat nothing but 
rice boiled in broth made of sparrows. The pious Turk 

^ Eamporoglou, Hist, Ath. in Bennell Bodd, The Customs and Lore of 
Modem Greece^ p. 163. This legend is also made to account for a wedding 
cnstom : ''Therefore, in the house where these (viz. the wedding dresses) are 
collected, sweetmeats and honey are put out to appease her, known as 'the 
necessary spoonfuls,' and a song is sung with much ceremony in which the 
weasel is invited to partake and spare the wedding array.'' In Macedonia also, 
as will be noted in due time, sweetmeats are mixed with the bridal trousseau, 
but no trace of the weasel is apparent either in the act or in the songs ac- 
companying it. 
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durst not follow this advice until the Imam of the mahallah, 
that is, the parish priest, gave him leave to do so on condition 
that for every sparrow he killed he should contribute a gold piece 
to the Imarety or Poor-house.^ 

But of all animals the luckiest is the bat, and happy is he 
who keeps a bat's bone about his person. So much so, that 
people remarkable for their luck are figuratively said to carry 
such a talisman (e^et to kokkoXo rrj^ pvxT€piSa<;), 

An insect, at Liakkovikia called a-vvepylrrf^, which in the 
summer enters the rooms and buzzes round the heads of people, 
is regarded as bringing fever (avvepyio). One must spit three 
times at it, in order to avoid its evil influence (yta vd firjv top 
avvepyiarj),^ 

A magpie chattering on the housetop predicts the coming 
of a friend or relative from abroad. Our Lancashire folk derive 
diflferent omens from this bird. According to the popular 
rhyme, if you see 

One, is sorrow, 

Two, is mirth, 

Three, is wedding, 

Four, is birth.3 

The arrival of a friend is also signified by a gad-fly alighting 
on one, and it is lucky to catch it and tie it up in the corner of 
your handkerchief. 

A cat washing its face foretells either the coming of a 
friend or approaching rain.* 

The quarrels of cats at night are also regarded as a sign 
of rain. 

1 See *'H KiovfrravTi.vc&iroKii,^ By Scarlatos D. Byzantios, Athens, 1851, 
vol. I. p. 91. 

2 A. A. Tov<fIov, **H Karh. rb Uayyawif X<^pa,' pp. 74, 86. 

For analogoas beliefs held by the Greeks and Tozkt ol Aai* Minor see 

N. W. Thomas, ' Animal SuperstitiooB,' in Folk-Lore, voL 3tii. pp. 189 foil. In 
that article (p> 190) is Eoentioned an insect es <fvyx^^P^^^^^ ^^' P^rh^ps this iB 
the ffvvtfiylrrfi of LiakkDvikm* 

'^ In a Suffolk variant the last word is given Ra death, see The Book of Dayst 
vol. I. p. 67B. The same rhjmea are applied to the erow in America, nee 
Memoirs of the American Fotk-Lore Society, toL ¥ii. p. 33* 

* Cp* English fiupetsititioua rcgurdiug oittw, II, Inwujtls, Wmihtr 
pp. 161-2. 
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It is considered unlucky to kill a cat.^ 

An excessive lowing of the cattle, or chirping of the sparrows, 
portends much rain or a snowfall.^ 

Omens from words, so far as I know, are no longer in 
fashion among the Greeks. Yet the Macedonians firmly believe 
that to prophesy good or evil is to bring it about : 

K.aXofjL€\€Ta k ep)(€Taiy 
**Keep mentioning good, and good will come." 

KaKOfieXira k epx^rai, 
"Keep mentioning evil, and evil will come." 

are two popular sayings. 



Premonitions, 

A ringing or tingling in the ears (/3ot^ovp t avria) in 
Macedonia, as in many English country districts, denotes that 
absent friends speak of you. In some places the tingling of 
the left ear is considered a sign that they speak well, the 
tingling of the right that they speak ill {ak KaTaaipvovp). In 
other places it is the reverse. The ancient Greeks held the 
same superstition.' Among the Scotch Highlanders the tingling 
is explained as denoting news of a friend's death,^ while the 
above interpretation is applied to burning ears,^ as is also the 
case in parts of England and America.' 

Choking (Trviyerai) while eating or drinking is also a sign 

^ Op. a Bimilar saperstition prevailing in America, Memoirs of the American 
Folk-Lore So€kty, voL va. p. 24. 

^ Cp* " If sparrows ehirp a great deal, wet weather will ensue," R. Inwards, 
Wt&thir Lgtc, p. 168. On cattle lb. p. 153. 

3 Lucian, DiaL Meretr, ix. 40. Ed. J. F. Beitz, vol. in. 

* In Amei-ioa also ''ringing in the ears is a sign of death," Memoirs of the 
Amefic€in Folh-Lore Society, vol. iv. p. 129. Cp. pp. 188 foil. 

B J. Q. Campbell, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, 
^. 2Se. 

on* if the foit mate's ears didn't bum by reason of the things them 
«,« . „„;4 gfyoat 'im, they ought to." W. W. Jacobs, Mani/ 
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Thirdly, it is considered as an indication of health, especially 
if the sneezer is just recovering from an illness. The formula 
appropriate in this instance is, *' Health to thee, and joy to 
thee ! " {Veid aov koX x^P"^ trov), to which some, facetiously 
inclined, add by way of a crowning happiness " — and may thy 
mother-in-law burst ! " (xal vet a-Kaa 17 iredepd aov). 

On the evening of Cheese Sunday, as has been noticed 
already, a special significance is attributed to sneezing, or at all 
events extraordinary precautions are deemed necessary, and 
the sneezer must tear oflf a piece from the front of his shirt in 
order to counteract the evil. 

Among the Turks also both the belief and the salutation 
are in great vogue, as is shown by the humorous tale ascribed 
to Nasreddin Khodja, the famous fourteenth century wit and 
sage of Persia : 

"Nasreddin Khodja commanded his disciples, when he sneezed, 
to salute him by clapping their hands and crying out : * Hair 
OUah; Khodja,' that is ' Prosperity to thee, Master ! ' Now it 
came to pass that on one of the days the bucket fell into the 
well, and Nasreddin bade his pupils climb down and pick it 
out. But they were afraid and refused to obey. So he stripped 
and requested them to bind him with the rope and let him 
gently down. Thus he descended, caught the bucket, and 
the boys were already pulling him up, when, just as he was 
drawing near the edge of the well, he chanced to sneeze. 
Whereupon they, mindful of the master s behest, let go the 
rope and, clapping their hands in high glee, cried out in 
chorus: * Haar Ollah, Khodja!' Nasreddin was precipitated 
violently into the well, bruising himself sadly against the sides. 
When he was rescued at length, he laid him down upon the 
ground and groaning with pain remarked ; ' Well, boys, it was 
not your fault, but mine ; too much honour is no good thing 
for man.'" 



of walking up and down in it. " The Greeks farther use each expressions as 
''E4>aye rbp (or ^i^a) wepLdpofio, " He has eaten a devil of a lot." Kdvei Kpj^o 
irepldpo/jLo ** It is devilish cold " etc. 

The epithet is employed in an uncomplimentary sense by Theognis : ix^alpw 
3i yvpaiKa trepldpofjiovy *' I hate a lewd woman/' 581. 
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An eighteenth century traveller records that in Guinea, 
" when a principal personage sneezed, all present fell on their 
knees, kissed the earth, clapped their hands, and wished him all 
happiness and prosperity"^ — a form of salutation identical in 
almost every particular with the one prescribed by the worthy 
Khodja. 

The superstition concerning sneezing is based on the notion 
that when sneezing an evil spirit is expelled from the body.^ 
This idea, utterly forgotten by the higher races among whom 
the salutation still exists as a survival, dimly and vaguely 
realized by the less civilized nations, is plainly shown among 
tribes in the lowest stage of intellectual development, such as 
the Zulus, the Polynesians, the aborigines of America and other 
peoples enumerated by Mr Tylor. 

The superstition, which is also known to the Hindus, the 
Hebrews, the Persians and other nations of Asia, is as ancient 
as it is wide-spread. Homer refers to it in the well-known 
line: 

ovX opaa^y o fioi vl6<; iireinape iracnv eireaaiv ;^ 

" Dost thou not see that my son has sneezed in confirmation of all that 
I have said?" 

Xenophon, clever Athenian that he was, turned the super- 
stition to excellent account at a very critical time. While he 
was addressing the assembly of the Ten Thousand, somebody 
sneezed, and the men, hearing it, with one accord paid homage 
to the god ; and Xenophon proceeded : 

'* Since, soldiers, while we were discussing means of escape, an omen 
from Zeus the Preserver has manifested itself. "* 

In addition to these authors, Aristotle,*' Petronius Arbiter,^ 
and Pliny' bear witness to the prevalence of the superstition 
among the Greeks and the Romans. ZeO awa-ov and ' Salve ' 

1 Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. i. p. 99. 

* lb, p. 97 ; A. Lang, Custom and Myth, p. 14. 
' Odyss, XYii. 545. 

^ Xen. Anab. m. ii. 9. 

* Probl, xxxvin. 7 ; epigram in AnthoL Graec. Branck's ed., vol. m. p. 95. 
« Sat, 98. 

' xxvm. 5. These references are given in Tylor, ubi stipra. 

8—2 
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were the classical equivalents for the Macedonian forms of 
salutation already quoted. 

Through the middle ages the custom has lasted on into 
modem Europe, the German salutation ' Gott hilf/ corresponding 
to the English * God bless you/ the Italian * Felicitk ' and the 
various other forms of expression current among European 
nations. The English story of the fiddler and his wife, where 
his sneeze and her hearty 'God bless you!' brought about 
the removal of the fiddle case, is conceived in exactly the 
same spirit as the tale of Nasreddin Khodja. A propos of 
these salutations Mr Tylor remarks, "The lingering survivals 
of the quaint old formulas in modern Europe seem an un- 
conscious record of the time when the explanation of sneezing 
had not yet been given over to physiology, but was still in the 
* theological stage.' " ^ 

Prophets and Prophecies. 

Of seers of the Scottish Highland type I met with no traces 
in Macedonia — the southern atmosphere is far too clear for 
mysticism of that sort. Prophets however there are, and 
though I was not fortunate enough to make the acquaintance 
of any one of them in the flesh, I was favoured with several of 
their predictions and, of course, their fulfilment. Needless to 
say that prophets are popular only among the very lowest 
ranks of the peasantry. Those who make any pretence to 
education answer one's questions with a compassionate shrug of 
the shoulders and a pantomimic tapping on the forehead, which 
expresses more eloquently than any speech what they think 
about the enquirer's mental condition. If they are sociably 
inclined, they will even hurl at him the aphorism: "All 
prophets after Christ are asses 1 " (7ra9 7rpo<l>i]T7j<; /jLerd Xpca-rov 
yaCSapo<;), 

The meaner sort, however, are not so critical, or so sceptical. 
Many a farmer possesses and often thumbs a copy of the old 
collection of prophecies which goes under the name of Agathan- 
gelus CAya0dr/y€\o<;), a gentleman who holds in the estima- 
tion of the Macedonian peasant the same high place which 

1 lb. p. 104. 
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some three and a half centuries ago was filled by Michael 
Nostradamus in the eyes of Westerners of rank. There is one 
great difference, however, between the French mystic and his 
Greek counterpart. The latter never lowers the prestige of his 
calling by attempting to prophesy whether " a black pig or a 
white pig is to be served up at dinner."^ Agathangelus 
attempts higher flights. He talks of *the blond race* {to 
^avdov 761/09) from the North driving * the sons of Hagar * out 
of Europe, and generally speaking deals with the rise and fall 
of empires and with questions of high diplomacy, entirely 
ignoring matters domestic. 

At Nigrita I also heard of several prophetic utterances 
attributed to a holy hermit of the name of Makarios who lived 
and fasted, prayed and prophesied, in the early days of the 
nineteenth century. He did not specialize in politics, as will 
appear from the following examples of his art : 

" Oeconomos, the rich and wicked steward who uses his 
trust to indulge himself and who turns the poor from his door, 
shall be lifted up by a cloud and shall be carried off to the 
clouds." The gentleman in question was actually carried off 
to the high mountain-peaks (the clouds) by a large band (a 
cloud) of Albanians, who wrecked his farm and ruined its 
master by exacting an immense ransom. 

" On the site of his big house a vineyard shall bloom, and 
sheep shall graze where his hearth stands/' This too has come 
to pass. 

The following is an oracle of high import, couched in 
befittingly obscure language: 

"The Agha shall not depart, until people have begun to eat grass. 
Then he shall go, but as poor as they.'' 

A more pithy description of the Turkish hand-to-mouth 
administration which, like Lamb's Chinaman, sets fire to the 
house in order to roast the pig, could not easily be found. 
The natives of Nigrita believe that this prophecy is destined 
to come true as the rest of Makarios's sayings have done. 

^ Garenoieres's Life of Nostradamus, prefixed to the English edition of the 
Prophecies, 1672, in The Book of Days, vol. n. p. 13. 



CHAPTER IX. 



SYMBOLISM. 



Symbolism, as we have already seen, pervades modern 
Greek life through all its branches. There is hardly a popular 
festival or ceremony which does not exhibit, in a more or less 
pronounced degree, this tendency to symbolic representation and 
interpretation. The same spirit can be discerned in the religious 
rites of the Eastern Church : every part of the sacred building 
to the minutest architectural detail; every article of use or 
ornament ; every vessel or vestment employed in divine service 
contains a meaning, often too occult for the ordinary layman's 
comprehension, but sometimes so simple as to suggest itself to 
the dullest intelligence. In like manner, birth, marriage, and 
funeral are all attended by observances which to the minds of 
the initiated convey ideas concealed from the profane vulgar. 
In many cases, however, the underlying signification is com- 
pletely lost, and can only be surmised by a laborious comparison 
of similar observances in countries where the meaning is still 
apparent. To this category belong several rites relating to 
agricultural life. Some of them are good examples of sym- 
pathetic or symbolic magic based on the principle that like 
produces like. 

In time of drought the peasants have recourse to a curious 
ceremony, which in many of its details resembles the rites 
enacted in savage lands for the purpose of making rain.' A 
poor orphan boy is adorned with ferns and flowers, and, accom- 
panied by other boys of about the same age, parades the streets, 
while women shower water and money upon him from the 

^ On this wide-spread custom see Mr Frazer's exhaustive discourse in The 
Golden Bought vol. i. pp. 81 foil. 
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windows. The boys, as they march along, sing a kind of prayer 
to the powers on high, beginning with the words : 

Bai', Pdl^ 'NTOvvTovXif 
Ky fivaipKa, xy yltivira-fca, 
Bat, fidiy etc. 

"Hail, hail, Dudul^, 
(Bring us) both maize and wheat, 
Hail, hail, etc." 

Dudul^ is the name given to the boy clothed in verdure. 
This is the form of the ceremony prevailing at Melenik, a 
Greek town surrounded by a Bulgarian-speaking rural popula- 
tion, whence the Bulgarian terms used in the song. In other 
districts of Macedonia, where the same custom exists, the words 
are Greek. At Shatista, for instance, in the south-west, the 
^ng generally sung on these occasions runs as follows : 

Tlepirepovva TrepiraTel 
Kj) tov 0€o irepiKoXel' 
"06 fiov, ^pi^e fita ^po^Vf 

MlCt ^pO^V ^CLO'lXCKI], 

"0<r dcTa'x^ua '9 ret %a>pa<^£a, 
Tocra xovraovpa \ t d/jLTriXuij* 
etc. 
"Perperuna perambulates 
And to God prays : 
*My God, send a rain, 
A right royal rai^. 

That as many (as are the) ears of com in the fields. 
So many stems (may spring) on the vines,' 
etc. 

In this alliterative composition the name of the principal 
performer {UepTrepovpa) is the only Slav word, indicating 
perhaps the origin of the custom. At Kataphygi, again, the 
Slav name, being unintelligible, has been corrupted into 
Piperia, " Pepper-tree." 

TLcirepcd, Tnirepid SpoaoKoyid, etc. 
"Piperia, dew-collecting piperia" etc.^ 

^ For similar songs, collected in other parts of Greece, see Passow, Nos. 
811—313. In one of them the name is more correctly given as Uefyirepid, 
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Both the names given above, as well as the custom which 
they designate, are to be met with in many Slavonic lands. In 
Servia the rite is performed in a manner that differs from the 
foregoing description only in one point : the part played by the 
boy among the Macedonians is there assigned to a girl who, 
clad in nothing but leaves and flowers, is conducted through 
the village, accompanied by other girls singing "Dodola Songs." 
" The people believe that by this means there will be extorted 
from the 'heavenly women' — the clouds — the rain for which 
thirsts the earth, as represented by the green-clad maiden 
Dodola."^ The same custom, with slight variations, is kept 
up in Dalmatia, where the chief performer is called Prpats, 
and his companions Prporushe, and in Bulgaria, where we 
again find a maiden undertaking the leading rdle and called 
Preperuga — the original of the second name by which the 
rite is known among the Greeks. The Wallachs also have 
turned the same name into Papeluga, and the custom among 
them is in all essentials identical with the Slav and the Greek.* 

The ceremony, now restricted within the limits of these 
countries, once prevailed in many parts of Germany, and Jacob 
Grimm has tried to identify the Dodola and Purpirouna with 
the Bavarian Wasservogel, and the Austrian Pfingstkonig, who, 
according to him, are connected with the ancient rain-preserving 
rites.* 

Of the magical ceremonies for making sunshine* there is 
no vestige in Macedonia. But a relic of some old religious 
observance still survives in a sportive custom. The children at 

^ Balston, Songs of the Russian People^ pp. 227 foil. 

^ The Vienna correspondent of the Standard (Aug. IS, 1902) reports a ghastly 
application of the principle underlying this picturesque custom from the district 
of Bogatza in Bosnia : " A peasant living in a village called Hrenovicza com- 
mitted suicide by hanging himself. Shortly afterwards a severe drought set in, 
which threatened to destroy the crops. The peasants held a council, and, 
connecting the drought with the man's suicide, resolved to open the grave and 
pour water on the corpse, in order that this might bring the longed-for rain. 
Their intentions were carried out, and the grave was then filled again, after 
prayer had been offered. The rain, however, did not come, and the villagers 
who had taken part in this curious rite have been arrested by the gendarmes.'* 

' Balston, ubi supra, 

* J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, vol. i. p. 115. 
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Melenik are in the habit of offering up a prayer to the Sun, 
that he may come out and ripen the grapes : 

*'EXa, irdirirov "HXtou/ 

Na ae Sa>aovfjL€ KOKKLva 7roSi]fjLaTa, 

NA KkcoTaa^ rh KkruxaTa! 

"Come, Grandfather Sun, 
That we may give thee red boots. 
Wherewith thou mayest kick at the vines ! '' 

There is in this form of address (" Grandfather Sun ") an 
unmistakable and undisguised ring of paganism, reminding one 
of the mythological idea of parentage still entertained by 
savages : " Yonder sun is my father ! " exclaimed the Shawnee 
chief, proudly pointing to the luminary, and the boast was 
more than an empty rhetorical figure to him.^ 

With the promised gift of '*red boots" may be compared 
similar offers in Russian folk-tales. The elder brothers on 
going away tell Emilian the fool : " Obey our wives. . . and we'll 
buy you red boots, and a red caftan, and a red shirt.*' When 
the king sends for him, the messengers say : " Go to the king. 
He will give you red boots, and a red caftan, and a red shirt."' 

Again, when it snows for the first time in the year, the 
boys hail the event with some rhymes which sound like un- 
mitigated nonsense, though they may, and most likely do, 
contain allusions impossible to verify at this time of day. The 
following is a fragment from Melenik : 

To fidpfjuapo da-irpi^ei, 

'H ydra fiayeipevei, 

'O TTOVTi/ca^ ;^opeue4, etc. 

"It snows, it snows. 
And white the flagstone grows. 
Now cooks the cat, 
And romps the rat, etc." 

^ Cp. the custom of children in classical times to address the sun "E^ex** 
ta <pOi TjXiej *Come out, dear Sun,* "when the god was overrun by a cloud,'* 
PoUuz iz. 123. 

» Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. i. p. 327. 

3 Balston, Russian Folk-Tales, pp. 263—6. 
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To return to the subject of symbolism. When the farmers 
have finished digging in the fields, they throw their spades 
up into the air and, catching them again, exclaim : " May the 
crop grow as high, as the spade has gone!"* 

The first fruit of a tree must not be eaten by a barren 
woman, but by one who has many children. The sympathetic 
influence of the woman's fecundity is too obvious to need 
explanation. An analogous belief prevails among the Bavarian 
and Austrian peasants, " who think that if you give the first 
fruit of a tree to a woman with child to eat, the tree will brings 
forth abundantly next year." ^ 

When a mother has done plaiting her daughter's braids 
she swings them thrice upwards saying: 

Ylavov TO Koplraif kcltov ra /laWid:^ 
"May the maid grow up, and her hair long below." 

On a child's name-day, which in the East is observed with 
as much ceremony as the birthday is in the West of Europe, 
it is the custom to pull the child's ear slightly upwards, wishing 
that the child ** may live and grow tall " (va Tpavey^rj), Some 
peasants entertain the ungallant notion that girls need no such 
inducement to grow : " The Devil himself makes them grow by 
pulling them up by the nose, sir," an old farmer at Provista 
assured me. 

A jug of water is emptied upon the ground after a departing 
guest, that he may speed well on his journey, " As the water's 
course is smooth and easy so may the traveller's path be" 
(o7r6i)9 Tract to vepo yX'^yopa €t<ti vk iratf /cp 6 aOpcoirosi), 

^ This is undoubtedly a survival of what some authorities caU imitative 
magic. For parallels — some of them extremely close — to this custom, see 
J. G. Frazer, The Golden Boughy vol. i. pp. 36—37. 

a lb. p. 38. 

' A. A. Towrlovy *'H Kara rb Hdyyaiov Xwpa,' p. 76. 



CHAPTER X. 



BIRTH. 



The rites and observances which precede and accompany 
the young Macedonian's entry into the world afford much that 
is of interest to the folk-lorist. When the first symptoms of his 
approach have manifested themselves, great care is taken to 
conceal the fact from the neighbours. Otherwise it is feared 
that the confinement will be attended by much suflFering, due 
to the evil influence of ill-wishers or to the evil eye. For the 
same reason the midwife is summoned in all secrecy and under 
a false pretence. During travail the water of which the patient 
drinks is medicated with a plant locally known as ' The Holy 
Virgin's Hand * (t^9 Havayta^ to X^P^)* ^^^* ^^^ some sprigs of 
it are thrown into the jug. 

This is apparently one of the many plants endowed by 
popular superstition with magic virtues against ill. Such 
plants and herbs have been known in all lands and at all 
periods of the world's history.^ Perhaps the most familiar of 
them are those in use among the Celts, such as the Mothan, 
or trailing pearlwort, and the Achlasan Challumchille, or St 
John's wort. The former protected its possessor against fire 
and the attacks of fairies ; the latter warded off fevers. * The 
Macedonian equivalent is considered a powerful safeguard 
against both dangers. 

As soon as the child is bom, the servants or the boys of the 
family hasten round to the houses of relatives and friends to 

^ See A. Lang^s essay on ' Molj and Mandragora,' in Custom and Myth^ 
pp. 143—155. 

' J. G. CampbeU, Sxtperstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland^ 
p. 49 ; Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society j vol. vn. pp. 100 foil. 
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announce the glad event and receive ' The reward of congratu- 
lation' {tcl axaprjKLa),^ The midwife then proceeds to hang 
a clove of garlic and a gold ring or a gold coin on the mother's 
hair, — ornaments which she wears till her purification, — as well 
as on the new-born baby, in order to avert the evil eye. 
A skein of red yam {yvi/jua) is also attached to the bedroom 
door, as a symbol that the evil is "bound," that is rendered 
helpless. This operation is described at Melenik as "binding the 
Armenos" {Sivovv ttjv "Apfjuemv), a word of obscure meaning, but 
evidently used in a personal sense, though who this lady is the 
people, so far as I could discover, have not the faintest idea. 
" We do this that the patient may not suffer from the Armenos " 
{yict va firjv apfieviacBj} r/ Xe^oOca). This was their answer to 
my queries. An identical practice with similar intent prevailed 
once in the Highlands of Scotland.* 

On the same day comes the priest, and with the stole round 
his neck reads a special prayer over a bowl of water (Sia^d^ei 
TO vepo), with which the patient is sprinkled every evening 
during her confinement. 

The members of the family in which there is a woman in 
child-bed make a point of retiring home before nightfall, or else 
they are fumigated. Contrariwise, no visitor is allowed to 
remain in the house after dark. If he is obliged to do so, he 
throws upon the mother and the infant a shred of his raiment, 
wishing them a peaceful night.' 

During a whole fortnight the patient is never for a single 
moment left alone, but day and night is watched either by the 
midwife or by some friends, lest she should apfieviaa-Orj, and no 
light besides the one in the room is allowed to be brought in. 
In the same way among the Celts "the first care was not to 
leave a woman alone during her confinement. A houseful of 
women gathered and watched for three days, in some places 
for eight."* 

All these precautions appear to have one object in view, 

1 Cp. the word cvperiy/cia, rci, " the reward for a thing found." 

* J. G. Campbell, ubi mpra, p. 37. 

* A. A. VovffioVy *'H Kara rb H&yyaiov Xc6pa,* p. 75. 

* J. G. Campbell, ubi supra^ p. 36. 
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namely, to prevent the Nereids (NepaiSe?) from carrying off the 
infant, or hurting its mother. In this respect the modem Greek 
nymphs correspond exactly to the mischievous fairies of the 
north. Like the latter they are very fond either of abducting 
new-bom children or substituting their own offspring in their 
stead. ^ The similarity of attributes is all the more striking 
as it can hardly be accounted for by the borrowing theory. 
Nor is it easier to explain it as being the result of independent 
growth. 

The same tendency towards child-abduction " seems to some 
extent to have been attributed to the Nymphs in old times, for 
in many epitaphs on children that died at an early age, they are 
spoken of as having been carried off by Nymphs."* Hesychius 
also describes FeXXo) as "a female demon, said by the women to 
be in the habit of carrying off new-born babes."* 

For forty days friends and relatives bring to the woman 
in child-bed pancakes (XaXayKirai^) and sweetmeats. During 
the first three nights a small table covered with a cloth is 
placed under the lamp which bums in front of the icon of the 
Panaghia. Upon this table is laid bread, salt, and pieces of 
money. On the third day a maid whose parents are both 
alive makes a honey cake, which in the evening is set upon 
the small table close to the baby's head. Upon the table is 
likewise placed a mirror ; and some gold or silver pieces or 
jewels are laid upon it or under the baby's pillow. These 
offerings are intended for the Fates (Motpai^;) who are expected 
to come during the night and bestow on the infant its destiny 
in life (fiotpdvovv or fioipd^ovv). The sweet cake is meant to 
propitiate or conciliate the Goddesses, while the mirror stands 
as a symbol of beauty, and the money and jewels suggest 
wealth. For the same reason a light is left burning all night 
to enable the Fates to find their way to the cradle. In the 
morning the midwife shares with the friends and relatives the 

* Cp. Pashley, Cretef ii. p. 216, in Tozer, Researches in the Highlands of 
Turkey f vol. n. p. 314. 

2 PreUer, Oriechfsche Mythologies i. p. 665 note, in Tozer, ubi supra, 

3 The name of this demon has been derived by some from the verb peXeTv in 
analogy with the Teutonic Frau Holda. 
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cake, which is eaten on the spot, not allowing one crumb to 
get out of the room, lest it should fall into the hands of 
enemies who could work a spell upon it. Similarly "the 
German peasant, during the days between his child's birth and 
baptism, objects to lend anything out of the house, lest witch- 
craft should be worked through it on the yet unchristened 
baby,"* — an idea of which we find many illustrations in 
Macedonia. 

The Three Fates. 

The belief in the Fates and their visit is one of the most 
deeply-rooted and most widely-spread superstitions that have 
survived from ancient times. As in antiquity so at this day 
the Moirais are represented as three in number. Their indi- 
vidual names have been forgotten, but they are still described 
as carrying a spindle and yam wherewith is spun the infant's 
destiny. This idea is graphically set forth in the following 
popular distich : 

'H Moipa TTOv ae fiolpave dSpd^xj el')^ darjfievio, 
Kal jnjfia oltto fiaXafia teal fwlpave koX aeva. 

"The Fate who fated thee carried a silver spindle 
And thread of gold, wherewith she fated thee.** 

People remarkable for their luck (Ka\6fioipo<;) are believed 
to have received the Fate's benediction from her right hand : 

'H Molpd fjLOV /le ^d<f>Ti(Te fie to Se^i rrj^ X^P^y 
"My Fate has blessed me with her right hand,** 
says a folk song. 

The reverse (KaKOfioipo^) is expressed by the following : 

*H Molpd fjLOV fi€ fid(f)Ti(r€ fie to ^ep^i tt)^ X^P^> 
"My Fate has blessed me with her left hand." 

It is interesting that in these phrases the blessing of the 
Fates should be described as "baptism." We probably have 
here a popular confusion between Christian and Pagan belief 
and practice, instances of which abound at every turn. 

^ Tyler, Primitive Culture, vol. i. p. 116. 
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The following complaint, which I heard at Melenik, gives 
utterance to the same superstition : 

Moipa fjLOv Kavfi€vr)y 
Kavfiivf) MoLpa! 
Ae' /JL€ fioipave^ KaXa, 
Ae* /i€ fJLoLpave^ k ifiiva 
Xav Tov Koa-fwv rd iraiSid! 

"Wretched Fate mine, 
My wretched Fate ! 
Thou didst not fate me well, 
Thou didst not fate me 
Like other men's children." 

Such sentiments are plentiful both in verse and in prose. 
A popular proverb declares that " Where the poor man is, there 
is his Fate too " ("Ottov o (t>Ta)')(p^ k ri yiolpd tov) — so true it 
is that popular sayings, in some cases at all events, are " chips 
of mythology."^ 

The belief in the three Fates is also very strong among the 
Wallachs, but they seem to have borrowed it from the Greeks. 
At any rate the name given to the goddesses by them (Mire) 
is thoroughly Greek. The Albanians believe in the Fates 
under the name of Fati, which is derived directly from the 
Italian. Hahn, however, in an Albanian tale introduces them 
by the Greek designation Moeren,^ 

The Fates of the ancient Greeks, and consequently their 
modern representatives also, have been indentified with the 
three Scandinavian Noms, whose names are Urdhr, Verdhandi, 
and Skuld — Was, Is, and Shall-be. This division of time 
between theni corresponds with the tasks allotted to the three 
ancient Fates; Lachesis sings the past, K16th6 the present, 
and Atropos the future.' 

The following tales illustrate the impossibility of escaping 

^ For the belief in the Fates and the birth ceremonies observed in various 
parts of Southern Greece see Bemhard Schmidt, Das Volksleben der Neugriechen ; 
BenneU Bodd, The Cvstoms and Lore of Modem Greece^ eh. iv. ; G. Georgeakis 
et L^on Pineau, Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos^ p. 330. 

' Griechische und Albanesische Mdrcheriy No. 103. 

' Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. i. p. 352 and authorities referred to there. 
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from the decrees of the Fates — the stern, inexorable daughters 
of dread Necessity. 



/. The Youth and the Fates. 
(From Sochos.) 

A youth once, while travelling, stopped at a peasant's 
cottage to spend the^ night. He was received hospitably and 
laid himself down to sleep in a comer of the common bed-room, 
in which his host and hostess also slept. The woman had had a 
female child two days before. As the youth lay on his mattress 
awake, he perceived Fate, Fortune, and Death (MoZpa, 'YvxHi 
Xdpo^) stalk into the room in order to allot to the baby her 
portion in life. They glanced at the stranger and then walked 
out. The youth heard them holding a consultation amongst 
themselves outside the door. At last Fate raised her eyes to 
the bright star-lit sky and said : " The little maid shall become 
the strange youth's wife." 

Our traveller was not at all pleased with this off-hand 
way of disposing of him. For he was an ambitious youth, 
and the prospect of marrying a poor peasant's daughter 
accorded ill with his views. So, in order to avoid the fulfilment 
of the Fatal decree, he got up softly, stole to the baby's cradle 
and taking her in his arms crept out of the cottage. On the way 
he threw her into a thorny hedge {waXovicdha) and pursued his 
journey, fondly confident that he had baffled Fate. 

But next morning the peasant and his wife went in quest 
of their oflFspring. They found and rescued her unscathed, save 
for a scratch across the breast, the mark of which remained. 

Years went by, and the stranger, now grown into a 
prosperous man, chanced to journey that way again. Having 
long forgotten the episode, he put up at an inn opposite the 
peasant's cottage. A fair damsel appeared at the window, and 
he was so smitten by her beauty that he forthwith stepped 
across the road and asked her in marriage from her parents. 
It was only after the wedding that the sight of the scar led 
to the discovery that she was the infant he had sought to 
destroy. 
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In this tale Fate figures in the company of Fortune and 
Death. With the former she is very often confused. But 
'Tvxv is ^Iso sometimes conceived of as a personal deity, cor- 
responding to the Servian Sr^tya, and to the Turkish Bakht — a 
kind of guardian angel or spirit. 

//. The story of Nwidis the Fovmdling^. 
(From Salonica.) 

Once upon a time there was a very wealthy man. He had 
houses, furniture, sheep, goats, and is there anything he had 
not ? He had of all that is good in the world ; in his house 
even the cocks laid eggs, as the saying goes. But, in spite of 
all this wealth, he was a miser, and mean as a Tzingan. 

This man chanced to visit a big city, say Salonica ; but he 
refrained from putting up at an inn, lest he should spend 
money. Nor would he go to some great man's palace, lest he 
should incur an obligation. So he stopped at a poor man's 
cottage. The house was only one big room and the hall, and 
they put him up in a corner of the room — his servant remained 
in the yard with the horses. Now, the poor man's wife had 
been delivered of a boy which was three days old when this 
wealthy man arrived. 

So they laid them down to sleep in the evening, the guest 
in one comer of the room and the woman in child-bed with her 
husband in the other. These went to sleep at once and slept 
soundly, for the poor have no cares. The wealthy man, however, 
sleep would not seize on him, but he turned now on this side, 
now on the other, thinking and calculating his wealth. While 
he was thinking, all of a sudden he sees the door thrown open, 
and in came three women clad in white. One of them was 
taller and more beautiful than the others. They were the 
three Fates, who allot the child's destiny on the third day 
after birth. 

So, as we said before, , they entered the room and stood 
where the little one lay sleeping. The greatest of the Fates 
touched him with her finger and said : 

^ For the original Greek see Appendix L 
A. F. 9 
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" What kind of destiny shall we allot him ? " 

Answered the others : 

*' Let us make him be the heir to the wealthy man who is 
lying in yon corner." 

" Agreed," said the others. 

Thus they decreed and vanished. 

The wealthy man heard these words and was aifraid, and 
could not close an eye from fear. He rose and began to stroll 
up and down in the room till daybreak. When God brought 
the day, and the poor man rose from bed, then the stranger said 
to him : 

"I am going home to-day. Children of my own I have 
none. If you will give me your baby, my wife and I will bring 
it up just as if it were our own flesh and blood. You are young 
and, please God, you may have more." 

Thereupon the poor man called to his wife to see what she 
had to say, and she at first would not consent, for where is the 
mother who will part with her child ? but at length, lest they 
should spoil the child's chance, she answered, " Very well," and 
consented to give it away, although she loved it as a mother 
should. She suckled it well till it had enough milk, then 
she dressed it in the best clothes she had and kissed it cross- 
wise on the forehead. So the wealthy man took the child, 
saddled his horse, was bidden "God speed" and went away 
with his servant. 

When they got outside the city and reached a desert place 
in the midst of the standing com — it was summer — he reined 
in his mare and said to the servant : 

^ Take this babe and slay it with a stone.*' 

The servant at first would not do it, for he was a God-fearing 
man ; but finally, will he nill he, he obeyed his master and took 
up the baby. However, instead of striking the child he struck 
the earth with the stone, and his master thought that he had 
struck the child. Then he suddenly made as though he saw 
someone from afar, ran to his horse, pretending to be frightened, 
and made off as speedily as he could. And so the little one 
remained sleeping among the ears of corn. 

Let us now leave the wealthy naan and take up the child. 
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Those fields belonged to a rich farmer who had no children of 
his own, and both his wife and he ever prayed to God that He 
might give them one. They also wished to adopt a child in 
the hope that God might take pity on them. On that evening 
this rich man happened to be strolling in the fields and heard 
the child crying. He stopped short and said to himself: 

" What can this be ? it is not a jackal, nor is it a dog. Let 
me go and see." 

He walked towards the voice and by and by found the little 
one, and he wondered. And seeing the child so pretty and clean 
and plump, he took a fancy to it and lifted it up in his arms 
and carried it to his wife. 

" See what I have found in the fields, wife," said he. " We 
wished for a child and behold ! a child God has sent us." 

His wife would not believe him. 

" Fie upon thee, who knows who is the child's mother ? But, 
let it be. I do not mind. Let us keep it." 

They kept it and engaged a nurse to suckle it, and when it 
grew up they sent it to school. And the boy, being of a kindly 
nature, made progress and was very fond of them, and they in 
their turn were fond of him, and they called him Naidis, which 
is, as we might say. Foundling. 

Now to come to the wealthy man. Time went by, and 
Naidis became sixteen or seventeen years old. Then, one day 
lo and behold! that wicked wealthy man, who had tried to 
destroy Naidis, chanced to come and put up in the very house 
where he lived, and he heard the people call the boy Naidis, 
and he was surprised at the name. He asks his hostess: 

" Tell me, madam, wherefore do you call him so ? " 

" We gave him that name because, to tell the truth, he is not 
our own son. My husband found him some seventeen years since 
in the fields amidst the standing crop. We had no children, so 
we brought him up and love him as our own, and he loves us 
very much indeed." 

The wealthy man on hearing this was grieved at heart, for 
he understood that it was the child which he had ordered his 
servant to kill. Now, what was he to do ? He thinks it over 
and over again. At length an idea occurred to him. He turned 

9—2 
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and said that he had a letter to send home and that he wanted 
a trusty man to carry it. 

" Why, we will send Naidis," they answered. They prepared 
a cake and other food for Naidis, and he saddled his horse in 
order to go. The wealthy man gave him a letter for his wife, in 
which he told her to send the bearer up to the mountain 
pastures where his flocks were grazing, and to bid the shepherds 
cut hira in pieces and fling him into a well. 

Naidis took the letter without any suspicion, mounted his 
horse, and set out. But before he set out his mother advised 
him to take care and not drink water when tired; then she 
kissed him and bade him Good-bye. 

In the way which he was going he reached a fountain under 
a tree, and he alighted in order to rest awhile and then drink, 
according to his mother's advice; for he was very thirsty. As 
he was sitting there under the shadow of the tree, an old man 
with a long white beard passed by and said to the boy : 

" Whither, in good time, my son ? " 

" A good time to thee,^ grandfather, I am going to Such- 
and-such a place with a letter for So-and-so." 

"Give me that letter that I may see it; for methinks I know 
the man." 

The boy gave him the letter, and the old man passed his 
hand over it, and then returned it and went his way. 

To cut a long tale short, Naidis arrived at the wealthy man's 
house towards evening. As he was dismounting he looked up 
and saw a maid fair as the moon standing at the window. In 
the twinkling of an eye he became enamoured of her. She 
was the wealthy man's daughter ; for he had lied when he said 
that he had no children : he had a daughter and a son. 

^ "Qpa KoKfi ! This is the usual salutation of travellers meeting on the road.. 
Sometimes it is amplified into rhyme : 

"Opa icaXiJ <rou, fjuiria fiov^ 
Ky &y4pas *s to. jrcofui aoVf 

K^ ^I'O irovXl T€T0(ffl€V0 

Na fiTiv ppeOy fnrpoard trovl 
" A good time to thee, my eyes. May thy sails be fiUed with wind, and may 
not one bird impede thy course." This wish is specially meant for sailors, but. 
it is also humorously offered to sportsmen. 
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Nai'dis went into the house, and the wealthy man's wife 
received him becomingly, "Welcome/* "Well met/' He de- 
livered to her the letter, and she read it, and there was written 
in it: 

"Take this youth and our daughter, summon a priest and 
wed them straightway. I am coming home eight days hence, 
and I must find the thing done." 

Having read the letter, the wife did as her husband bade 
her. She called in a priest and without delay had them wedded. 
They celebrated their wedding with much jollity and music till 
daybreak. 

Eight days after the wealthy man returned, and, as he 
alighted at the gate, he lifted up his eyes and what does he see 
but his own daughter standing by the side of Naidis at the 
balcony. Then he was seized with giddiness — like a fit of 
apoplexy — and fell down upon the ground. They ran and sum- 
moned the doctors, and after a deal of trouble they managed to 
bring him to. 

" What is amiss with thee ? " asks his wife. 

" Oh nothing. I was wearied of the journey, and the sun 
struck me on the head," he answered. " But why hast thou not 
done as I bade thee in my letter ? " 

" I certainly have. Here is thy letter. Look and see what 
thou wrotest." 

He takes the letter and reads it. He thought that he was 
dreaming. He rubbed his eyes again and again, but could not 
make out how it had all happened ; for it was his own writing. 
Then he says : 

"Very well, it matters not. To-morrow thou must call 
Naidis at dawn and send him up to the flocks with a letter 
which I will give thee." 

And he sat and wrote to the shepherds as before. 

Next morning, very early, his wife got up and went to call 
Naidis. But when she entered into the room and saw him 
sleeping sweetly in her daughter's arms, she was sorry to wake 
him, and let him sleep on for another hour. Instead, she went 
to her own son and said : 

" Art thou asleep, my boy ? " 
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" No, mother." 

"Get up, mount thy horse arid take this letter to the 
shepherds who tend the flocks." 

The boy got up, mounted his horse, took the letter and 
set out. 

After a while her husband also got up and asked her : 

" Hast thou sent him ? " 

" I was loth to wake Naidis," she answered, " but be easy 
in thy mind, my husband, thy letter I despatched safely by our 
own son." 

" What hast thou done, O woman ! " he cried, and in the 
twinkling of an eye he runs out like one possessed to overtake 
his son. 

His wife thought that he was again taken ill as the day 
before and ran after him. When he reached the uplands he 
found that the shepherds had slain his son and thrown him 
into a well. Driven by grief and remorse he flings himself into 
the well and perishes. His wife on seeing her husband fall 
into the well, lost her senses and threw herself into it, too, and 
died. So Naidis remained heir. — This is not a fairy tale. It 
is a fact and shows that his Fate no one can escape.^ 

Christening, 

Eight or ten days after birth — ^generally on a Sunday — takes 
place the baptism {ra Pa<f>Tiaia). The kinsfolk {ro a-vyyevoXoyi), 
having gathered together in the parents' house, are there joined 

^ A very close parallel to this story is found in Albanian, see "L'enfant 
vendu ou la Destin^e," No. 13 in Conies Alhanais^ par Auguste Dozon, Paris, 
1881. 

Hahn (Griechische und Albanesische Mdrchen, No. 20) giyes a story em- 
bodying the same idea, only much shorter, and refers for a parallel to Grimm, 
No. 29. 

Classical literature supplies several anecdotes pointing the moral of the force 
of destiny, all too familiar to be even mentioned here. The remark with which 
my informant concluded her narrative: ^^de/x^^ec irws t^ pLoipa tov K&viva^ bk* 
fiiropeT va ttj ^€<f>6y(i " is almost a literal modem reproduction of what Homer 
said three thousand years ago : 

fjLoTpav 5* oUrivd ^fu rreipvyfMivoy ififJLCvai dvdpQv, 

II. VI. 488. 
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by the sponsor/ followed by the invited guests. The sponsor's 
office is no sinecure among the peasants of Macedonia. The 
respect paid to him by his godchildren is even greater than 
that accorded to their own parents, and his malediction is 
dreaded even more than that of a Bishop. The office is 
hereditary, and the sponsor or his heir is also expected to 
assist as best man at his godchild's marriage. It is only on 
very rare occasions that a new godfather is invited to perform 
these duties. For instance, if the new-born child is taken 
suddenly ill, and the family sponsor happens to live a long way 
oflF, or to be away on a journey, then a friend or relative takes 
his place. The infringement of the rule is then justified by the 
urgency of the case and the fear lest the child should die 
unchristened — a fear before which considerations of etiquette 
must give way. But should the child survive, the regular 
sponsor is afterwards asked to a banquet and is requested to 
give it his blessing. He is likewise expected to waive his 
right, if he proves to be the owner of an 'unlucky hand/ as 
has been mentioned before.^ In case he does not do so, the 
child's parents are entitled to insist that he should nominate a 
substitute. So great is the veneration paid to the spiritual 
kinship between a godfather and his godchildren that a match 
between a lad and a lass who both have the same godfather or 
godmother is regarded as incest — they being brother and sister 
in Christ. Nor is intermarriage allowed between the godchild's 
and the godparent's families, as they are considered to be within 
the prohibited degrees of kinship. The sponsor and the child's 
father are termed Co-parents (tvvreKvoL) and their mutual 
relationship is that of spiritual brotherhood.' These observa- 
tions will enable the reader to appreciate the sponsor's position 
in the ceremony that follows. 

The party assembled, a procession is formed, and they all 

^ KaXi/rarat, at Melenik ; elsewhere Kovfiirdpos or pow6s. If a woman, she is 
designated KoKrifidpa at Melenik ; elsewhere Kovfiirdpa or powa. 

* Supra, p. S6. 

' The same sacred relationship is implied in our old word gossip [God-sib 
' related in the service of God'], a word which experienced many vicissitudes ere 
it sank to its present low position. 
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repair to the church. The cortege is headed by the midwife, 
who carries the baby decked out in all possible finery and 
veiled with a thin gauze {aKimj), At the church-door the 
sponsor relieves the midwife of her burden, and they all march 
up the nave to the font.^ After a preliminary prayer the priest 
asks the sponsor for the name, which is expected by the 
bystanders with breathless eagerness. When it is announced, 
some boys hurry oflf to the baby's home to inform the parents. 
They are received on the threshold by the father, who, on 
hearing it, throws to the messengers sugar-plums to scramble 
for. The name given frequently, though not invariably, is that 
of one of the grandparents. Sometimes it belongs to some 
other relative, or to the Saint on whose day the baptism takes 
place. But in all cases the sponsors are entitled to give any 
name they please, and from their decision there is no appeal. 
Hence the anxiety displayed by all parties concerned until the 
name is announced. 

The ceremony over, the sponsors distribute among the 
children present, and the bystanders generally, dry figs, coins, 
or, in the more highly civilized districts, cheap medals tied 
with a ribbon, as tokens that they have '* witnessed '* the 
ceremony. For this reason these tokens are called /juxprvpid. 
From the church the party, with the priest at the head, return 
to the house, and offer to the parents their congratulations and 
wishes for the child's prosperity {vd era? ^tja-rj, vd irpoKoy^ri, 
etc.) The sponsor, who carries the baby home, hands it over to 
the mother with these words : 

" I deliver it unto thee in this life ; but I shall ask it back 
from thee in the next. Guard it well from fire, water, and all 
evil!" 

A tanquet is then spread. The midwife, who throughout 
plays the part of Mistress of the Ceremonies, takes up a great 
circular cake {Ko\ovpa\ prepared for the nonce. This cake is 
smeared with honey and covered with sesame and almonds. 
She places some walnuts upon it, and setting it on her head, 
walks slowly round and round the table, crying ihoohoo! 

^ The font in the Greek churches is a movable copper vessel. 
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mihoohoo ! until all the walnuts have dropped ofif one by one 
and are picked up by the boys. Then the cake is laid on the 
table, cut, and eaten.^ 

Purification. 

On the fortieth day after the baby's birth the mother, 
escorted by the midwife, who carries the baby in her arms, 
betakes herself to church that she may receive the priest's 
blessing and be purified by special prayers {ytd va aapavTia-rj). 
From that day, and not until then, she is at liberty to attend 
divine service.' On their way home they call upon the sponsor 
and the nearest relatives. The mistress of each house takes an 
egg, sugar, or a sweet cake and, passing it over the child's face, 
bestows upon it the following benediction : 

*' May est thou live, my little one. Mayest thou grow old, 
with hoary hair and eyebrows. With (if a male) a hoary beard 
and moustache." (Na ^i]crr)^, fic/cpo fiov, va yepda-rjf;, vd yiv7)<; 
fi acirpa fiaWid teal (fypySia, fi dairpa yeveca koI fiova-rdKia.) 
And, having put a lump of sugar into its mouth, she hands the 
other gifts to the mother. 

Superstitious observances connected with childbirth. 

If a woman in an interesting condition suffers from an 
inordinate longing for some particular, and unobtainable, kind 
of food, her friends go out begging bread and other eatables 
from three different houses and make the sufferer partake of 
them. This operation is supposed to cure her. 

When a mother loses child after child (Se' arpeyet iraihid), 
the proper course for her to pursue is to take her last-born 
and expose it in the street. A friend, by previous arrangement, 
picks up the child and clothes it. A few days after she returns 
it to the mother, and for three years it is clothed in strange 

^ For a beautiful sketch of the christening ceremony among the peasantry of 
Thessaly, nearly identical with the above description, see X. Xpia-To^aa-LXri, TcL 
BatpTUna in * Aiiryi^/wtro QetrffaXucd,* Athens, 1900, pp. 39 foil. 

3 In Suffolk '*a mother must not go outside her own house-door till she goes 
to be 'churched*." 'Superstitions about new-born children* in The Book of 
Days, vol. n. p. 39. 
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clothes, that is, clothes begged of relatives and friends. Some- 
times, in addition to this ceremony, the child's right ear is 
adorned with a silver ring which must be worn through life. 

At Liakkovikia the precautions are more elaborate still. 
The family sponsor being dismissed, the midwife takes the 
new-born infant and casts it outside the house-door. The first 
person who happens to pass by is obliged to act as sponsor. If, 
even after this measure, the children persist in dying, the 
mother is delivered of her next in a strange house, surrounded 
by all her kinswomen. As soon as the infant is born, the 
midwife puts it in a large handkerchief and carries it round the 
room, crying "A child for sale!'* {irathl 7rov\&), One of the 
women present buys it for a few silver pieces and returns it to 
the mother. Then forty women, who have been married only 
once (7rpcoToa'T€(f>avoc\ contribute a silver coin apiece, and out 
of these coins a hoop is made through which the child is passed. 
Afterwards this silver hoop is turned into some other ornament, 
which the child must always wear.^ 

These queer customs agree with the practice once prevalent 
in Scotland. "If the children of a family were dying in 
infancy, one after the other, it was thought that, by changing 
the name, the evil would be counteracted. The new name 
was called a *road name,' being that of the first person en- 
countered on the road when going with the child to be 
baptized."^ The custom is explained by Mr Campbell on the 
principle of the " luck " of the person met. But by comparing 
it with the Macedonian practice, it is possible to arrive 
at a different interpretation. The stranger s name, like the 
strange clothes, may well be intended to serve as a disguise 
calculated to deceive the beings, fairies, witches, or what not, 
to whose malevolent agency the evil is attributed. With regard 
to the name, it should be added that in Macedonia, as elsewhere, 
people avoid giving to a child the name of a brother or sister 
recently dead. So much is there in a name — when witches 
and fairies are about. 

^ A. A. Tov<rloVt * *H Kara t6 UdyYO't'Ov Xibpa^* p. 76. 

2 J. G. Campbell, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, 
p. 246. 
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Another superstition connected with birth is the following: 
women in a state of pregnancy do not weave or spin on the 
feast of St Symeon (Feb. 3, o.s.), lest the child should be born 
with a mark {a-rj/iaSiaKo). This superstition, in its present 
form at all events, is due to a fanciful analogy between the 
saint's name (Zv/ieoov) and the Greek for a " mark " (arjfidSi), 
and belongs to a class of notions based on nothing more serious 
than mistaken etymology. 

A woman whose first child has died is not allowed to follow 
a funeral. 

As in England so in Macedonia a child bom with a caul 
{raiira) is considered fortunate. Pieces of the caul are sewed 
up and worn by the father and the child round their necks.^ 

The Evil Eye, 

No supei-stition is more widely held than the belief in 
the harmful influence of the human eye. It is commou among 
the Hindoos, the Hebrews, the Arabs, the Turks, and the 
Moors. We find the belief rife amongst the lower classes in 
Spain — especially in Andalusia — and we are also told that one 
of the crimes of which the Gitanas in that country were most 
commonly accused, and for which they suffered in olden times, 
was that of casting the evil eye, or, as they in their own 
peculiar dialect phrase it, "making sick" (querelar nasula).' 
Even in England those who know the West country are aware 
that to this day the belief amongst the rural population is 
not dead, but only dormant. Fear of ridicule generally compels 
the English farmer to conceal his deep-rooted conviction, but 
there come times when concealment is no longer possible, and 
then the latent superstition is revealed in all its ugliness.* 

^ Cp. G. Georgeakis et L^on Pinean, Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos j p. 831 ; J. G. 
Frazer, The OoUen Bough, vol. i. pp. 63 foil. 

2 G. Borrow, The Zincali, Part i. ch. viii. 

' The revelation is not nnfrequently occasioned and accompanied by 
circmnstances far from laughable, as will be seen from the following report of a 
case heard before the magistrates at Uxbridge in January, 1900. 

"A man and his wife were charged by the National Society for the Prevention 
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The antiquity of the superstition is equal to its popularity. 
It can with certainty be traced back to the earliest traditions 
of the Hebrew race, recorded in the Talmud, The Greeks and 
the Romans must have borrowed — or independently originated— 
the belief at a very old date. There are several allusions in the 
classical writers^ which show that both the fear of the evil eye 
and some of the means of averting it were identical with those 
in vogue at the present day. Homer, indeed, is silent on the 
subject. But so he is on the subjects of magic, purification, 
ancestor- worship and many other practices of dateless antiquity. 
These superstitions, avoided by Homer for some reason or 
other,^ are mentioned by the authors of the other epics, known 
as the Little Iliad, the Sack, the Cypria and the rest. 

In Macedonia the superstition in force and extent is second 
to none. Not only human beings, but also dumb creatures and 
inanimate objects, are liable to be blighted by the evil eye 
(to fMart). The cui^e is to be dreaded most when its object 
is in an exceptionally flourishing condition: a very healthy 
and good-looking child, a spirited horse, a blooming garden, 
or a new house, are all subject to its influence. Nor is the 
casting of the evil eye always an act of wilful wickedness. 
The most innocent and well-meant expressioa of admiration 
can bring about the undesired effect. For this reason people 
are anxious to avoid such expressions, or, when uttered, to 
counteract them. 

One of the oldest and most prevalent methods for avoiding 



of CrueUy to Children with causing the death of two of their cbildren bj wilfal 
neglect. The unhappy mites had died amid the QlthieHt of surroundings, and 
three brothere and sisters who fit ill Harvived were described as being in a 
starving condition. To this most Berioas charge the priaonera merely replied 
that they had had the misfortune aome time ago to incur the wrath of a gypsy, 
and they and theirs had consequently been * overlooked.' Since then nothing 
would prosper with them, and it 1^'as through the operation of the curse, and 
not for lack of proper nutriment, that the cbildren had grown emaciated, and 
had finally died." The Monilng Post, Jan, 19, 1900. 

1 Prof. Gilbert Murray {Hhtory of Aticient Greek Literature, p. 47) thinks 
that this silence has arit5en '*from some conventional repugnance^ whether of 
roce^ or class, or tradition/' In any case, we need not assume that Homer 
deliberately set himself the task of drawing a complete picture of contemporary 
Greek life for the benefit of posterity. 
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the effects of excessive admiration is that of spitting at the 
object which has evoked it. The shepherd in Theocritus, 
following the instruction of a wise old woman, spits thrice into 
his own lap in order to save himself from the consequences of 
self-admiration.^ The proud city beauty does the same thing 
in order to shun the danger from the eye of the rustic admirer 
whom she scorns.^ 

The Romans entertained a similar notion concerning the 
evil eye and its cure.' 

This is still the orthodox remedy for the evil eye among 
the Greeks of Macedonia and elsewhere. For instance, if one 
is moved to admiration at the sight of a pretty child, he hastens 
to avert the danger by spitting thrice in its face, and ac- 
companies the action with words almost identical with those 
employed by the ancient writers referred to above — Na ae 
^Tv<T(o va fiTj iSaa-KaOfjf; ! 

Also persons seized by a sudden fright spit thrice into their 
laps, just as the shepherd and the maid of Theocritus did. 
^Tvae \ Tov K6p<f)o aovl is a common expression often used 
ironically towards those who seem to think too much of their 
own beauty.* 

Many and various are the safeguards recommended and 
used against the evil eye. But the commonest — perhaps 
because the cheapest — of all is garlic. A clove of that 
malodorous plant is stitched to the cap of the new-bom infant, 
and a whole string of it is hung outside the newly-built house, 
or from the branches of a tree laden with fruit. The formula 
** garlic before your eyes ! " (a/copSa '9 rd fidrta aov) is also very 
commonly used by the child's mother or nurse to the person 

1 Idyl. VI. 39. 

a 16. Inoert. n. 11. 

' See Pliny: veniam a deis petimm spuendo in sinum — xxvin. 4, 7; TibuUus: 
Ter canCj ter dictis despue carminihuSf Eleg. i. ii. 56; Juvenal: conspuiturque 
sinust Sat. vn. 112. On its effect on sheep, cp. Virgil: Nescio quia teneros ocultu 
mihi fascinat agnos, Buool. Eel. ui. 103. On its general power, Horace : Non 
istic ohliquo oculo mea commoda quUquam Limat Epist. L xiv. 37. 

* For examples of the vast number of evils that can be averted by means of 
saliva, see Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society , vol. vn. pp. 16 — 19. 
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who ventures to fix his glance upon their charge without 
resorting to the traditional antidotes.^ 

Other articles employed for the safety of babies are a small 
cross, especially one made of rhinoceros' horn (fiovoKcpo), an old 
gold coin with the eflBgy of the Emperor Constantine upon it 
{K(oaTain-ivdTo\ and a cock's spur {xevrpl rov irereLvov). All 
these heterogeneous amulets are attached to the front of the 
baby's cap. But even then the child is not considered quite 
beyond the reach of witchery. Further precaution is taken in 
the form of a silver phylactery {^^vXaxro), containing cotton 
wool kept from the inauguration ceremony of a new church 
and, when possible, bits of the true cross, or, as it is termed, 
" the precious wood " (to ritiLo ^v\o). This phylactery is 
slung under the child's arm. 

With these preservatives resorted to by the mothers of 
Macedonia may be compared those employed elsewhere. The 
rhinoceros' horn, for example, reminds one of the stag's horn 
which in Spain is considered an excellent safeguard.^ The 
phylacteries also bear a strong resemblance to the devices 
employed by the Jews and Moors of Barbary.* The Jews of 
Turkey likewise carry about them bits of paper with " David's 
shield " (magendavid) drawn upon them. This is the Hexagram 
^ regarded by them as a symbol of the Almighty and known 
to astrologers as the Macrocosm, while the Pentagram ^^ is 
the mystic sign of man, or the Microcosm. The first of these 
figures is further embroidered on clothes and engraven on 
door-posts as a talisman against evil spirits and evil influences. 
The Pentagram is also in use among the Jews. The Turks 
have borrowed it from them, and it can be found drawn both 
in their charms {hmmali) and on the walls of their mosques. 
These places of worship are also commonly illuminated with 

1 Cp. Rennell Bodd, The Customs and Lore of Modem Greece^ pp. 161 foil. 

^ "On that account a small horn, tipped with silver, is frequently attached 
to the children's necks by means of a cord braided from the hair of a black 
mare's tail. Should the evil glance be cast, it is imagined tbat the horn 
receives it, and instantly snaps asunder." G. Borrow, The Zincalij Part i. 
ch. vni. 

» 16. 
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oil lamps hanging from a wooden frame in the form of the 
mystic design.^ 

To return to the child. Sometimes even the armour 
described already is not deemed suflBciently strong to ward oflf 
the evil. When a child is taken suddenly ill, its indisposition 
is generally put down to the baneful influence of malignant 
eyes. If there is any doubt, it is either dispelled or confirmed 
by the following test. The rhinoceros* horn cross, or a sea- 
shell, is dropped into a bowl of water. If — as it usually 
happens — bubbles rise to the surface, that is taken as a certain 
proof that the child has been ' overlooked ' (/jLartdaBrjKe). 
In that case, it is either sprinkled with that water, or is made 
to drink of it, and the rest is thro>vn out of the house. The 
child's face is then marked with the dipped cross (Biaa-Tavpoivovv 
TO TraiSi), In some districts the water used for the experiment 
is what is called 'speechless or dumb,* that is, water drawn 
overnight in perfect silence. 

The cause of the illness thus ascertained, there ensues 
the cure. Like the amulets, the cure also is of a miscellaneous 
nature. Generally speaking it can be described as an act of 
purification with fire and water. Sometimes it appears as a 
purely Pagan rite : saliva obtained from the person who is 
suspected of having overlooked the child unintentionally is 
mixed with water, and the patient is made to drink it.^ Or 
a piece is torn from that person's dress and burnt, and the 
victim is fumigated with it. If the culprit cannot be identified, 
or if he refuses to undo the harm, the suflerer is taken to 
church, and the priest reads some prayers over it ; for sorcery 
ifiaaKavia) is expressly recognized by the Greek Church as 
one of Satan's weapons, to be fought against by Christian 

^ The Greeks of MytUene too were in older days in the habit of rising such 
candelabra at weddings as a symbolic wish for the health and general weU-being 
of the newly-married pair. Some interesting details about this custom are given 
in a quaint Greek history of the island '*H Aea-pidi,' by 2. A. ^kvayvdnrrov, 
Smyrna, 1860, p. 201. See also Coray "AroicTa, tom. iv. ppt. 405 foil. 

^ An analogous practice was in vogue among the Roman old women : Eece 
avia. . .puerum. . .salitris expiat^ urentis oculos inhibere perita, Pers. Sat, n. 30 foU. 
Op. Petr. 131. 
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means. Should religioD also fail, a censer with fratikiiicense 
]D it is placed on the floor, and the child's father, holding it in 
his arms, jumps three times through the curling smoke, 

A. good giiniantee against the evil eye and all witchery 
{ra fiayeca) is afforded by a coat worn inside out.^ 

Horses and mules are safeguarded by means of blue glass 
heads woven into their bridles and trappings, or into their 
manes and tails. The Turks supplement these preservatives 
by the addition of a wild hoar's tusk or by a charm hung round 
the beast's neck 

Houses, besides the heads of garlic already mentioned, are 
sometimes protected, just as in England, by a horseshoe nailed 
over the door. This is said to " break the inflnence of the evil 
eye" {aTrdvet to fMart), When the roof is placed over a house 
in the course of erection, the bricklayers plant on the top two 
Christmas trees each adorned with a cross, and they stretch a 
string from one to the other. Upon this string they hang 
kerchiefs, sashes, and other articles with which the owner of 
the house, the architect^ and friendly neighbours are wont to 
present them. The Jews in Salon ica fix a hand of wood with 
outstretched fingers high up in a corner of the house, and 
suspend from it a string of garlic or an old shoe. 

Fields, vines, and orchards are protected by the bleached 
skulls of cattle, stuck on the top of stakes. These serve a 
double purpose, first to ward oflF evil and secondly to scare 
off crows, A similar custom prevails in some of the islands 
of the Aegean;^ but it is not confined to the Greeks, who in 
all probability have inherited it from their foi-efathers.* It is 
equally popular among the Bulgarians of Macedonia, who regard 
these ghastly scarecrows as bringers of prosperity, 

^ Id England it used to he con&iiered lackj to pnt on any article of dresa, 
particular! J Bto<ikiiiga, inside ont. But it Bhoiild not be don^ on purpose. 
The Book of Da^K, vol. ii. p. 321, Cp. Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore 
Society, vol. iv» p. 80; 141. 

- W. H. D. Rou&e, 'Folklore from the Southern SporadeB* in Folk-Lore^ 
June, 1899, p. 181. 

^ Wachsmuth, Dag alte Griechenland itn fieuen, p. 62, in Tozer, Eesearches in 
the Highlands of Turketff yoL i, p. 383. 
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As has been observed, the evil eye is not always cast 
designedly, or with an evil purpose. It often is the eflfect 
of sincere, though ill-advised, admiration, which brings down 
upon its object the wrath of a jealous deity .^ For a like reason 
the pious Macedonian forbears to use boastful expressions : 
" Utter not a big word " {firjv Xe? pLcyaXo Xoyo) is a common 
saying which recalls the moralizing of the chorus of old men 
in the tragedy: 

fjueyaXoi Be \6yoi, 

fieyaXa^ irXrfyd^ twv VTrepavx'^yv 

diroTiaavre^ 

yrjpa TO (fypovelv ehiZa^av? 

" The boastful, having paid a high penalty for their haughty 
words, by suflering severe affliction, have learnt wisdom in their 
old age." 

The Turks also express the same fear of uttering "big 
words '* in their homely proverb : 

"Eat a big mouthful, but speak not a big word."* 

Akin to this is the ancient Roman superstition of the " evil 
tongue."* 

Persons who, after having been weaned in their infancy, 
took to sucking again, are especially endowed with an evil eye, 
and are very chary of expressing enthusiasm, or, if they are 
betrayed into undue praise, they are careful to save the object 
by spitting and uttering the appropriate formula. There are, 
however, among them those who either from innate malignity, 
or prompted by a sense of humour, delight in a wanton exercise 
of their terrible power. I have heard of an ancient dame of 
Salonica who had the reputation of possessing an evil eye. 
Many of her achievements were whispered with becoming awe. 

^ Cp. the ideas of the old Greeks on the subject : rh deiov irav iov <f>doy€p6y, 
Hdt. I. 32, in. 40; 6 5i d€6s...<f>dov€p6s...€vpL(rK€Tai idjv, vn. 46, viii. 109; ^iX^et 
yiip 6 debs ra ifirepixovTa irdvra icoXoi/eti', vii. 10, etc. 

^ Soph. Ant. 1360 foil. Cp. Aesch. Prom, 329 : yXdxra-ri fiaralq. jyifda irpoaTpL^erai, 

' Booyook lokma ye, booyook shay soileme, which the Greeks render literally : 
fi€y6.\7i x«^t«^ <t*^y^i fieydXo \6yo fi^ \4s. 

* See Virgil: ne vati noceat mala lingua futuro, Bucol. Eel. vn. 28; Catullus: 
mala fascinare lingua^ vn. 12. 

A. P. 10 
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One day, it was said, as she sat at her window, she saw a young 
man passing on horseback. He seemed to be so proud of himself 
and his mount that the old lady — who, like the Deity in 
Herodotus, " was fond of laying the exalted low," — could not 
resist the temptation of humbling him. One dread glance from 
her eye and one short cry from her lips : " Oh, what a gallant 
cavalier!" brought both horse and horseman to their knees. 
On another occasion she noticed a servant carrying a pie from 
the oven in a tray poised on his head. The rosy colour and the 
seductive smell of the pie induced the redoubtable lady to 
express her admiration, and she did it in terms which brought 
about the immediate ruin of the pie.^ 

^ For a full and oomprebensive ** Account of this ancient and widespread 
«nperstition" the reader is referred to Mr F. T. Elworthy's work on The Evil 
Eye, London, 1895. 



CHAPTER XI. 

MARRIAGE. 

Preliminary steps. 

According to the Macedonians the age at which people 
should marry is from fifteen to seventeen for women and from 
eighteen to twenty for men. The match seldom is the result 
of love, but, as in so many other countries, it is arranged 
between the parents on either side, with a keen eye to the 
material welfare of the contracting parties, rather than with 
any reference to their sentimental predilections. And can we 
wonder at the young Macedonian peasant's willingness to submit 
to the rulings of parental authority, when we reflect that the 
great Achilles himself — the "author of the battle-din'* and 
the favoured of the Olympians — in refusing the hand of 
Agamemnon's daughter, contrasted her with the bride whom, 
" if the Gods spared him and he reached home safely," his own 
father would choose for him?^ 

Even in democratic Athens the young lady was allowed no 
voice in the matter. Hermione undoubtedly gives utterance 
to the prevailing notions of propriety when she declares : 

" Of my wedding my own father will take care, and 't is not 
meet for me to decide in these matters."* 

Notwithstanding, however, this conventional rule, and the 
restrictions by which intercourse between the sexes is circum- 
scribed, the lads and lasses of Macedonia manage to meet 
occasionally either at the village fountain, where the latter 
go for water, or at the public fairs and festivals (Traprjyvpia) 
or at weddings and other social gatherings. The classic custom 

1 Horn. II nc. 394. « Eur. Andr, 987. 

10—2 
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of wooing a damsel by throwing an apple into her lap^ still exists, 
though it is condemned by public opinion as improper, and is 
strongly resented by the maid's kinsfolk as an impertinence. 

In many cases the nuptial negotiations are carried on 
through the medium of a * match-maker ' male or female 
(7rpo^€V7]Ti]^ or irpo^evrjTpa)^ generally the latter. This matri- 
monial agent is in some parts sent by the youth's parents to 
the girl's ; in others by the girl's parents to the youth's. 
Through this channel a preliminary 'agreement' (avfM<t>ci}via) 
is arrived at regarding the terms of the contract, namely, 
whether the maid is to be provided with a trousseau only 
(irpotKa), or with a dowry in coin, kind, or landed property 
as well (rpax^ofia). 

Indeed, one regrets to have to record that too often the 
question of money, or money's worth, is the chief subject of 
these diplomatic negotiations. Even in Macedonia, where so 
much of primitive tradition and culture is still kept up, the 
times when princes wedded poor shepherd-maids — if such times 
ever were — have passed away. An imprudent match, however 
it may be applauded in the plot of a fairy tale, as an occurrence 
in real life cannot be too severely reprobated and deplored. 

The bargain concluded, the match-maker is entrusted by 
the bride's parents with a ring and a richly broidered hand- 
kerchief, which she brings to the youth's home and exchanges 
for a ring sewed with red silk thread on a black silk hand- 
kerchief and a golden piece {(f>7^vpL)y as well as flowers and 
sweets for the bride, and suitable presents for the rest of the 
family. These mutual gifts are known as ' tokens ' (arjfjLdBiajy 
and their exchange as 'word of troth' (\0709), which on no 
account can be broken. The young people are henceforth 
regarded as practically, though not yet formally, 'bound to- 
gether' (avScfievocy 

1 Theocr. Id, xi. 10. 

2 Cp. the irpofjoffiarpLa of the ancient Greeks and the Svat or Svakha of the 
modem Bussians. 

3 In some of the islands of the Aegean the hetrothed are called apfioffrbs 
and apfwarfif 'united,' a word that goes back to the 2nd century a.d. 
W. H. D. Rouse, * Folk-lore from the Southern Sporades* in Folk-Lore, 
June, 1899, p. 180 n. 2. 
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The Macedonians have no objection to giving away their 
daughters to strangers. They naturally prefer natives of their 
own village,* but are not averse to sending their daughters 
"abroad" ('9 tA ^ha), which often means only two or three 
miles oflF, or receiving daughters-in-law "from abroad " {airo t. f.)- 
The strong stress laid upon the evils of expatriation in the 
wedding songs, to be noticed in the course of this sketch, is 
a pure matter of fiction — or rather of traditional convention ; 
and the grievance is probably a mere survival of an old practice 
of exogamy long extinct The same idea seems to underlie the 
complaints of Russian brides, who describe themselves as about 
to be carried into " far-oflF lands," when, perhaps, they are not 
going to leave their native village. These conventional plaints 
are by Russian folklorists explained as relics of the well-known 
clan system of olden times, according to which the members of 
the same community looked upon themselves as belonging to 
one family, and so neither marrying nor giving in marriage was 
possible within the limits of the clan. The girls had, therefore, 
to go away from home when they married, and, considering the 
relations between barbarous communities, a young bride might 
well regard herself as migrating into the land of potential foes 
to her own kith and kin." 

As a matter of fact, the state of things regarded by the 
Russian folklorist as belonging to the dead past is actually 
flourishing in certain parts of the Balkan Peninsula. The 
Mirdites, a Catholic clan of Northern Albania, to this day 
religiously refrain from intermarrying within their own tribe ; 
but as a general rule they carry oflF wives from among their 
Mohammedan neighbours.* Consequently a Mirdite wedding as 

1 The Macedonian peasant is too shrewd and too patriotic not to feel the 
force of the Hesiodic diotam : 

r^v ik fidXitrra yafieiVt ?tij <r4d€v iy^i^di vaUi. W, and D. 700. 
•* Marry thy neighbour." Indeed, he gives expression to the same idea in 
more forcibly figurative, though somewhat less elegant, language: IlavovTait 
TToKyowajrovrffo koI mveu irb t6v tStto fiov: **I am content with a shoe, even an 
old shoe, 80 long as it is one made in my own native village." 

^ Balston, Songs of the Russian People, p. 308. 

8 *• Odysseus," Turkey in Europe^ p. 397 ; Tozer, Researches in the High- 
lands of Turkey y vol. i. pp. 318, foil. 
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often as not is preceded by a series of funerals. For, although 
the Mohammedan maid may in some cases have no unconquer- 
able aversion to being abducted, it frequently happens that her 
kinsmen consider it a point of honour to defend her in grim 
earnest. Besides, an Albanian lives in a perpetual feud. He 
loves a fight for its own sake ; how much more ready he must 
therefore be to shed his blood — or that of his future son-in-law — 
in a cause wherein the honour of his clan is involved ! 

Among the Macedonians the capture of wives has long 
ceased to be an actual practice ; but the memory thereof still 
survives in many of the symbolic customs connected with the 
marriage ceremony. Abductions, however, are not rare, and 
love sometimes triumphs over the barriers set up by use 
and wont.^ 

Betrothal, 

On the Sunday following the ' agreement,* takes place the 
formal betrothal (17 appafidva). The engagement is sanctified 
by an elaborate ceremony (ZravpoXoyLo), to which are invited 
the married relatives of both sides (av/jbTredepoi). 

The youth's parents, preceded by the parish priest and 
followed by the friends who are to act as * witnesses ' (fiapTvpocX 
repair to the maid's house. On entering, they exchange with 
her parents and friends good wishes for the prosperity of the 
young pair. Then they take their seats on the low divan 
which runs round three sides of the room, and after a while 
the * match-maker * rises, and in tones befittingly solemn 
announces the object of the gathering. Thereupon the priest 
and the parents on both sides draw near the icon-stand 
(elKovoarda-i), under which is placed a small table with the 
* tokens ' upon it. The priest in the presence of the ' witnesses ' 

^ Among the Bulgarians of Macedonia the purchase of wives seems to survive 
in a modified form. At Petritz during the Feast of the Nativity of the God- 
mother (T4 7cy^^Xia TTJi QcordKov Sept. 8 o.s. Popularly to iravayiLfpi riji 
IIai'a7£as) I witnessed two transactions of this kind. In one case the bridegroom 
agreed to pay for the maid of his choice £T3; in the other he beat his 
prospective father-in-law down to £T2^. The average price of a Macedonian 
cow is, I believe, £T5. 
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proceeds to question the parents concerning the terms of the 
* agreement/ and until the actual marriage he is held oflScially 
cognizant of the contract, as a representative of the higher 
ecclesiastical authorities. 

This piece of business over, the religious part of the pro- 
ceedings commences. After some prayers suitable to the 
occasion, the priest takes up the rings and hands the youth's 
to the maid's parents and vice versa {aXKa^ei tcL ha'^rvXihia). 
Then enters the bride and salutes the assembly by kissing 
every one's hand {x^tpo<f>L\rjfJLa)y while they in their turn present 
her with a gift of one or two golden pieces each. She then 
oflfers them refreshments: jam (jXvko), coflfee, and wine or 
arrack (Kcpaa-fia), and presents her future parents-in-law, as 
well as the match-maker, with a pair of woollen socks (axov- 
^ovvia) knitted with her own hands. The usual wish to the 
bride is "Mayest thou enjoy the kerchief in good health" 
(Me 7€aA kji to fiavrfjXt), 

The company then rise and repair to the bridegroom's 
house, where they are received by him on the door-step and 
have their hands kissed. Refreshments follow in the same 
way as before, and the guests while helping themselves wish 
the aflSanced pair all prosperity. The party then breaks up. 

Meanwhile the bride receives the visits and congratulations 
of her maiden friends, who set up a dance, accompanied by 
songs of which the following are examples. 

I. TpayovSi rrj^ dppa^dva^. 

(from Thdsos), 

**TpavTa(f>vWovBL p! kokklvo^ fJbrjXo fxov fjuapafiivo, 

^dv a-6 (f>iX& /Jbapaivea-aCy trdv ae KparA xkcovcea-ac. 

KoprJTO-L p!, aXKov dyaTra^, aWov 0€\€i,<i vol irdpri^y 

"B/D^ Sej/ irurreveLfiy a7n<rT€, koI hev 7ro\v7naT€V€i<if 

Bai/€ I3ir/\a '9 rd airLria ftou, iropTai^ Kal irapaOvpia, 

Kai avp€ (f>4p€ Toi/f; yiarpov^, tov9 KapStoStaXexTaBe^, 

Na p,ov BiaXi^ovv rrf xapBid ktj o\a rd (jyvWoKapBia, 

Krj &p evprj^ V aXXov veiov <f>LK\ Krj dir SXKjov veiov dydirr), 

X(f>d^€ pHy d<f>€VT'q p,ov, <r(f>d^€ pH dirdv '9 rd ybvard cou, 
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Kai fiaae koI to al/Jbd fiov \ eva XP^^^ fiajnijXc, 

'%vp^ TO '9 ivved x^pcd, trip to '96 BcoBexa /cafaSe?, 

K17 av ae ptOTTjaovv ' tl V avTo;' ' t\ cuydirrj^ fiov to dl/jua.*" 

^AydTTt) 6e\€t (f>p6vi]ac OeXei TaTreiPcoavvrf, 

Sekei Kol fidTia xP'firfKd vd aKV(f>T0vv vd Trijyalvovv* 

I. Betrothal Song. 

"My blushing little rose, my bashful apple, 

When I kiss thee thou fadest, when I embrace thee thou tremblest. 
My dear maid, thou lovest another; 'tis another thou wishest to wed." 
"Friend, thou wilt not trust me. unbelieving one, thou wilt put no 

faith in my words ! 
Set a watch in my house, at both doors and windows. 
And go and fetch the doctors, and the searchers of hearts. 
That they may search my heart and all the petals of the heart. 
And if thou findest therein a kiss from another youth, for another 

youth love, 
Then slay me, my lord, slay me upon thy knees. 
And gather my blood in the folds of a gold-broidered kerchief. 
Take it to nine villages, take it to twelve districts. 
And when they question thee: *What is this?' say: *The blood of my 

beloved.'" 
Love needs prudence, love needs modesty. 
It also needs downcast eyes, eyes that are bent low in walking. 

11. "Ere/Doi/ (tov Xo/ooO). . 

(from Nigrita)} 

AvTd Td fidTia a\ dkrjfio /x.', Ta/JLOp(f>a, 
Ta (f>ptjBia a Td ypa/Jbfiepa, 

— Xe xXatv Ta /jbdTia fiov, 
AvTd fie xdvovVf A^jfio fi\ Kjj dppayaT&, 
Me Kavovv Kal ireOaivto. 

— Se K\alv Td /laTia fiov. 
Tid ^ydXcy^ Arjfio fi\ t dpyvpo airaOiy 
Kai Koyjre^ fi to K€(f>dXt^ 

— Se KXalv Td fiaTia fiov. 

1 Another version of this song is to be found in A. A. Tovaiov, * Ta Tpayovdia 
TTji Zlarpldos fiov. * No. 107. 
var. iropc. 
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Kat fiaa to, Arjfio fi* xai to al/Jbd fxov 
'2 eva XP^^^ fiavTTJXc, 

— Se KKaZv rd. fiarut fiov. 
Kat a-vp^ TO, Arjfio /t,' '9 to, ipved x^pid, 
'2 Ta Si/ca /3c\a€Tca, 

— Se K\aiv Ta fiaTia fiov, 
17 aj/ ae p€OTT]aovv, isrjfio fi, tl v avTO ; 
"T'9 drfdirrj^ /Jbov Td alfia" 

— Se K\alv TCL fiaTta fiov. 

II. Another (Dancing Song)} 

Refrain: My eyes are weeping for thee. 

These fair eyes of thine, my Demos, 

These pencilled eyebrows, 

'Tis these that make me, my Demos, fall ill, 

That make me die. 

Come draw, my Demos, thy silver-hilted sword. 

And cut off my head. 

And gather up, my Demos, my blood 

In a gold-broidered kerchief, 

And take it, my Demos, to the nine villages. 

To the ten Governments, 

And if they ask thee, my Demos, "What is this?" 

Say "Tis the blood of my beloved." 

Next day ' trays ' (<nvcd) of sweets and cakes are exchanged 
between the two families twice: the first instalment being 
distributed among the various members of each family; the 
second destined for the affianced pair. These cakes are also 
accompanied with a number of gifts of a more lasting nature 
(Sa/009). 

A month later, upon a Sunday, takes place an official 
interchange of visits. The bride's parents invite their nearest 
relatives of both sexes and, accompanied by them, call upon the 
bridegroom. The latter, escorted by his friends, returns the 
call either on the same or on the following Sunday. 

^ The ring of dancers is led by the frpdyrdtrvfyros who sings out each verse, 
the chorus taking up the refrain {/xwaXavni), 
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The bridegroom is expected to send presents to his be- 
trothed from time to time, and more especially at Christmas 
and Easter. These presents generally consist of articles of 
apparel, such as belts, shoes, silk handkerchiefs, caps and so 
forth. During Cheese-Week he sends sweet cakes, on Easter 
Eve a coloured candle and coloured eggs. The bride returns 
analogous presents, except the candle. 

The path of courtship, rough and beset by obstacles as it 
is before the betrothal, is hardly made smoother by that event. 
The bridegroom, ere he begins visiting his fiancee, must wait 
to be asked by her father to dinner. Nor is he, on these rare 
occasions, allowed a t^te-k-tete with his future partner. As 
a rule their intercourse is limited to a hand-shake at meeting, 
when the maid kissing the young man's hand demurely bids 
him welcome {koKS)^ opiare), and then offers him refreshments, 
and to a similar salutation at parting — all this being done 
under the severe eyes of her parents. No other communication 
is allowed, though, of course, blood being thicker than water, 
the young people often contrive to enjoy a clandestine con- 
versation, which is none the less sweet because forbidden. The 
diflSculties and perils by which such an enterprise is attended 
are illustrated by the following anecdote which I heard at 
Nigrita. 

A youth was very anxious to have a few minutes' chat with 
his betrothed, and on a misty morning waylaid her close to 
the fountain. The maid, the first surprise being over, was 
nothing loth to see her beloved, and, shielded as she was by the 
mist, she allowed him a modest embrace : they fancied them- 
selves alone. At that critical moment, however, some jealous 
demon lifted the veil of vapour and exposed the hapless twain 
to the censorious eyes of a party of women, who had meanwhile 
arrived and, attracted by the sound of the lovers* whisperings, 
stood listening. The pair shame-faced took to flight; but 
it was long ere the tongues of the village grew weary of 
wagging at their expense. 
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The Wedding Preparations, 

The marrying season among the Macedonian peasants is the 
end of October, about the time of the Feast of St. Demetrius 
(Oct. 26th 0. s.). At that time of year the labours of the field 
are over, the vintage just concluded, and the villagers are in 
possession of the two essentials of merry-making: leisure 
and wine. The choice of time, as is seen, is dictated by purely 
practical considerations. Yet, it could hardly be expected 
that so important an event in a man's life should be entirely 
free from the influence of superstition, which on so many other 
occasions oveiTules expediency. We accordingly find that there 
are times and seasons, months and days, during which no one 
dare marry. No wedding, for instance, can take place in a leap- 
year. No wedding or even betrothal is celebrated, except on a 
waxing moon.^ Monday (Aevripa) is a bad day, for a marriage 
solemnized on that day is apt to be 'repeated' (BevTepcaveiy 
This is a belief evidently arising from the name of the day,* 
and it does not hold among non-Greek populations. On the 
contrary, among the Christian Albanians Monday is said to be 
the day for marriage, and most weddings in that province take 
place upon that day.* Tuesday is also an unlucky day for 
marrying as for most other things. But of all days of the week 
the most fatal to conjugal felicity is Wednesday — an opinion 
very positively expressed by the popular saying: 

''OXa /ia? dvairoSa K'p 6 ydfio^ rrj TerpdSi] 

" Everything is topsy-turvy with us : even our wedding was on a 
Wednesday." 

Of months May is looked upon as particularly unsuitable 
for marriage. This prejudice against May is not confined to 
Macedonia, or indeed to the Greek race. It is shared by nearly 

^ The Orkney islanders likewise object to marrying on a waning moon, an 
instance of symbolism, based on association of ideas, which imagines a sym- 
pathy of growing and declining nature with the changes of the moon. See 
Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. p. 130. 

' Cp., however, Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. iv. p. 61. 

' " Odysseus," Turkey in Europe, p. 386. 
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all European nations. It is met with in England, Italy and 
France. In many French provinces one still hears the proverb: 
" May wedding, deadly wedding " (Noces de Mai, noces de mort). 
We also know that it existed in a very strong form in ancient 
Rome. Ovid tells us that both maidens and widows avoided 
lighting the bridal torch in that month, for fear lest it should 
soon be turned into a burial torch. The same poet supplies 
us with an explanation of the prevailing superstition. He 
attributes it to the occurrence in that month of the funeral 
rites of the Lemuralia} If that explanation is correct, in the 
modem objection to May weddings we have an interesting 
survival, "a striking example how an idea, the meaning of 
which has perished for ages, may continue to exist simply 
because it has existed."^ 

The Macedonians, like the Jews, are fond of stretching out 
a festival to its utmost length, and a Macedonian wedding may 
be compared to a tedious fifteen-act play. It lasts for a whole 
fortnight, each day having its own duties and delights. It 
further resembles a Jewish wedding in its complex and alle- 
gorical character, as will soon appear. 



I. 

When the date for the marriage ceremony has been fixed, 
the bridegroom on the preceding Sunday sends to the bride a 
quantity of henna, and soon after he calls in person. He kisses 
the hands of his parents-in-law that are to be, and then without 
further ado proceeds to the point, which is a pure matter of 
business. If the bride, according to the 'agreement,' is to 
bring him a portion in money, he receives it there and then, or 
if the Tpax^ofxa consists of land or real property he gets a 
written security for it. 

^ Nee vidaae taedis eadem, nee Virginia apta 
Tempora. Quae nupsit, non diuturna fuit. 
Hac quoque de causa, si te proverbia tangunt, 
Mense malas Maio nubere volgus ait. 

Ovid. Fa$t, v. 487. 
2 Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. pp. 70 — 71. 
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In the evening commence the festivities. The bridegroom's 
comrades assemble in his house, where they sing and make 
merry, while to the bride's house resort her maiden friends and 
amuse themselves in like manner. These maidens assist in 
the preparations throughout the week. 

First of all, on the Monday they help the bride to dye her 
hair with the henna received from the bridegroom. They also 
dye their own hair with it. This act is accompanied by a 
special song: 

Tpar/ovBc Ttjf; ')(apa^} 

{From Cavalla.) 

''Oi'Ta9 13 avow T7J vv(fyi] Kavd, 

" Ev^^Tyo-oi; fie, fMivovka fioVy va ^a\a) rrj^ fiTToyialf; fiov.** 
"Me TTfv €VXV /*', 'rraiSaKi fiov, va ^rjarCf va TrpOKoyftre,'* 
"*Aj/ ^ovae kti 6 irarepa^ fiov, aav ri Xa/oa 6d rjrav! 
*Av ^ovaav Kal r dBepipia fjuov, aav ri X^P^ ^^ rjrav! 
*A<? elv KaXd ij fidva fjbovy irdXi X^P^ ^^ y^yp •'" 

Wedding Song, 
The dyeing of the bride* s hair, 

"Bless me, my dear mother, that I may apply the dye." 

" You have my blessing, my dear child : May you both live and prosper." 

" If my father was in life, Oh, what a Rejoicing would there be ! 

If my brothers were in life, Oh, what a Rejoicing would there be ! 

May my mother be well, still a Rejoicing there shall be!"^ 

Tuesday, being a day of ill-omen, is spent in idleness, 
except that the bride and her maids wash their hair. Wed- 
nesday witnesses the "folding up of the trousseau" (BLTrXoivovv 
Trj TTpoLKa). The 'Inviter' (KaXearpa) with a tinsel-covered 

^ Xapct * Bejoicing ' is the name by which the wedding {yofios) is very usuaUy 
called. The * Rejoicing Songs' (rpayoddia rijs Xapaj), however, as will be seen, 
often are of a very unjoyfal character. For other songs of this class from 
Eephalonia see Bernhard Schmidt, Hochzeitslieder Nos. 40 — 43. 

* It need not be supposed that her father and brothers are really dead. 
The Macedonians like to take their * Rejoicings' sadly, or, may be, to enhance 
the pleasure by the contrast of pain — a trait of character which must constantly 
be borne in mind. 
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nosegay on her right temple goes round to the houses of 
friends and relatives and asks only married women to come in 
the afternoon to assist at this function. Most of the articles 
are deposited in brand-new and gaily painted chests, but 
others— especially those which are intended as presents for the 
kinsfolk and the best man {Ka\ii)TdTa^) — are exhibited. All 
this is done to the accompaniment of musical instruments. 

II. 

Thursday is the busiest day of all, and in some districts the 
preparations do not seriously begin till then. In such districts 
the second dyeing of the bride's hair takes place in the morning. 
In the afternoon both at the bridegroom's and the bride's house 
are gathered their respective female relatives and friends 
{av^ireOepats:) with the 'best woman ' (KaXrffidva) and prepare 
the bread necessary for the feast to follow {indvovv to TrpcoTo- 
yjroDfio or rd Trpo^vfiiay irapSaXi^ovv or ^vfioivovv, whence they 
are called ^vfiooarpats). Among other things, they make seven 
bridal cakes in the following manner : 

Three maidens each take a sieve and sift a small quantity of 
flour. Then a maiden, whose parents are both alive, with 
three once-married women {7rp(OToaT€(f>apot) knead the dough. 
Little children help them by pouring hot water into it : thus 
innocence lends a helping hand to purity : the cakes in the 
circumstances are bound to bring good luck to all concerned. 
In some parts, however, this task is performed by the bride- 
groom's own sister or, in default of a sister, by one of his 
cousins. 

The married ladies referred to above put into the dough 
coits, with which the maidens afterwards buy buns and honey 
and eat them with much solemnity (rpoiyovfie to fii^io). In 
some districts they mix with the dough a symbolic pair of 
hooks: eye and hook (dpaevcKo koL OtjXvko, lit. *male and 
female'), a ring, and a copper coin. 

While this is doing the bystanders sing in chorus various 
songs, beginning with the following: 



Marriage 159 



I. {From Liakkovikia}) 

Meya fiov 'Zravpi, fieydXe '^Al Teoipyr), 
Na <rvfifiaa-ovfi€ to veto ^evydpt 
Me TTJ ^dxapc koI fjuk to fiiki, 

"Great Holy Cross, and Great St. George, 
Help us to unite together the young pair 
With sugar and with honey." 

II. (From Vassilika.) 

' 0\a Ta TTovXaKia ^vyd, ^vyd, 
K Iva 'xeKihovL fiopa')^d 
Uep^iraTec \ Tacf; Sd(f>pac^ koI Xdkei, 
Kal 0\i0€Tac /cat Xeec * 
" 11(3? vd ir€pda<o Tpel^ OdXaaaai^ 
Kt) aWai^ T/oet9 *9 ttj fidva fiov vd irdxo ;" 

All the little birds walk in pairs; 

But one swallow lonely 

Wanders among the laurel-trees singing, 

And wailing and saying : 

"Ah me, how shall I cross these three seas. 

And three more, in order to arrive at my mother?" 

III. {From Nigrita,) 

^ATToyjre &pa vd V KoKrjy XptaTe Ev\oyrjfjbev€j 

Na TTcdaovfie to veto yjrcofii, t d<f>pdT0 Tra^ifidBcf 

K' 77 Koprj TTOV TO ^vfioove fie fidva fi€ TraTepa, 

©a ^v/Jboia* Td veto irpo^vfiiy vd <t>drj yafiTTpd^ koX vv(f>rj, 

Kai Th yjrvKi, o\o. 

May this evening be auspicious, Blessed Christ, 

To knead the new bread, the frothy biscuit. 

The maid who kneads it has both mother and father. 

She will make the new dough, that groom and bride may eat, 

And all their kindred. 

1 A. A. TowrLov * T4 T/Kt7oiJ8ia ttjs Uarpidoi fiov* No. 37. 
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When the fermentation of the dough is completed {orav 
<f>Tdaovv) the Kalimana smears one of the cakes with honey, 
sprinkles it with sesame, and adorns it with almonds. This is 
the cake which will be used for the holy communion in the 
wedding ceremony. The other six, which are distributed 
among the relatives after the service, are prepared in like 
manner by the Sympetherais. In some districts two big ring- 
shaped cakes (KoXovpLo) are made, which the bride wears round 
her arms on her way to the bridegroom's house on the wedding- 
day. She then breaks one of them half-way to the house and 
the other at the entrance, and scatters the pieces among the 
crowd. These pieces are picked up and religiously preserved, 
for they are supposed to possess wondrous virtues for women 
in child-bed. 

While these cakes are in the course of preparation, the 
bridegroom secretly sends to the bride's house a boy with a 
little flour. Her friends lure her to a corner and there sprinkle 
the flour over her (rrjv dXevpoivovv), The same trick is played 
upon any relatives of the bride who happen to call at the 
bridegroom's during the day and vice versa. This custom of 
'* beflouring," which is now-a-days regarded as mere horseplay, 
may well have originated in the belief that flour keeps evil 
spirits oflF. We find that oatmeal is used in the Highlands of 
Scotland with an avowedly similar purpose.* 

In the evening one of the bride s maiden friends puts on a 
man's cap— thus symbolically representing the bridegroom — 
and dyes the bride's hair with henna, while the other maids 
stand round singing. They then take the bride by the hand 
and set up a dance. The following are some of the songs sung 
on this occasion. 



1 It was usual with people going on journeys after nightfall to take some 
with them ; the pockets of boys were filled with it ; old men sprinkled them- 
selves with it when going on a night journey. J. G. Campbell, Superstitions 
of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, pp. 47 foil. 
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I, {From Zichna and Pram,) 

Mca (f>opd ^v 7] Xe^evTtdy 
Mta <f>opa V rd veidra. 

Me ^ovXeyfrav 27 €fiop(f>ac<: icrj o\a rd TraWrjKdpia, 
Me fouXe^e k ri fidva fiov xal Oekei vd /xe Bko^t), 
Atc3f€9 /X.6, /Jbfiva fi\ Stc3^69 fi€ TToXu fiuKpvd \ Tu fci/a, 
Nfi Afa)/a> ^€vac9 dS€p<l>al<; /cat ^evai^ irapafidvaL^, 
Revatf; vd TrXiv rd pou'x^d fiov, ^€vai<; Kal rd tcaXd fiov, 
Mdva fjbov, rd XovXovBca fiov tcaXd vd ra KVTTd^7j<;, 
^AKOfJua (Trjixepd ^fiac ScS, avpio Kal to ^a^^dro, 
Tt} JLvpiaKTi <T d<l)LV(o yeid fik firjXo ^axapdro, 
'A(f>iv(o yecd \ rov iuv)(aXd Kal yevd '9 rd TraXXtfKdpia, 
^A<}>LV(o Kal '9 T7J fidva fiou Tpia yvaXid (fyapfjbdKc* 
T&va vd Triinj to irptot Kal r aW' to /jbea-fffjbipL, 
Twva TO fipdhv vd SecTrva, vd 7re(f>Tr) vd KOLfiaraiK 

Youth comes but once^^ 

We are young only once. 

The fair ones and all the brave lads are jealous of me. 

My own mother also envies me and seeks to turn me out. 

Turn me out, my mother, send me far away to foreign parts, 

That I may make sisters of strange women, and foster-mothers of 

foreigners, 
That foreign women may wash my linen, and my best clothes. 

my mother, tend my dear plants well. 

'Tis but to-day, to-morrow, and on Saturday that I am here, 
On Simday I bid thee farewell with a sugar-sweet apple 3. 

1 leave a * farewell' to the village, 'a farewell' to the brave lads, 
And to my mother I leave three phials of poison:* 

One of which to drink at mom, the other at mid-day. 

The third on which to sup at eve, and lay her down and sleep.^ 

^ A variant of the last four lines is given by Passow, No. 618. 

^ Ancient Greek poetry abounds in similar sentiments. Theognis even 
prefers death to loss of youth : 

''A4>pov€S dpdpujiroi Kal vrjirLOLt dre davbvras 

KXalovffy oj55' rj^ris &vdoi AiroWi^iJ.eyov, 1069. Cp. 877. 

' When the bride leaves her home, her mother hands her an apple which 
she throws back over her shoulder ** that she may leave sweet memories behind 
her ** (y* Af/yiiffTS yMKa irlato ttjs). 

* Cp. Bennell Bodd, The Customs and Lore of Modem Greece^ p. 93. 

^ The poison is, of course, figurative of the mother's grief at missing her 
daughter every hour of the day. 

A. P. 11 
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11. (Frmi Melenik}) 

^KKOfia arjixep^ elfiai 8w, TLapaaKevij, Xa^ffdro, 

Ttj KvptaKT) a d(f>Lvov yecdy \ rd eprj/jua 0d irdvov^ 

0a irdv \ r drjSovia ra TroWd xal \ tov<: ')(ovTpovf; tov<; 

laKiov^y 
Na Treo-w v aTTOKOifirjOwy vd irdpfo &pav virvo, 
N' dKova T dffSovta ttcS? XaXovi^ xal rd irovXcd 7ra)9 fcXai- 

yovv, 
n 0)9 KarapLovvraL tov drjro yid rd fjLiKpd t\ dpird'^pei • 
"'Aiyre /x.,' vd <f>a<i rd vv')(ia aov, rd vvxp-rrohapd aov, 
Uov /Jb €(f>ay€<i to ralpi fiov diro r^v dr//ca\id fiov, 
Uov Tovj(a /cal t dytcdXca^a Kai to y\vKo<f>t\ovaa." 

Yet this day I am here, on Friday and Saturday. 

On Sunday I shall bid thee farewell, to the wilderness shall I go. 

I shall go to the flocks of nightingales and to the fat shadows. 

To lay me down and slumber, to snatch an hour's sleep. 

To listen to the nightingales' songs and to the birds' plaints: 

How they curse the eagle for their young ones which he carries off: 

" eagle, mayst thou eat away thine own claws, thy claws and talons ; 

For thou hast eaten my mate from between my arms, 

The mate whom I was wont to fondle and sweetly kiss." 

While the kneading of the cakes is going on in the 
bride's house, the bridegroom, accompanied by his friends, 
calls on the best man and kneeling to him and kissing his 
hand invites him oflScially to his house. On the same evening 
a pie {irovydraa) is sent to the bride, and she breaks it herself 
as a symbol that she has finally and irrevocably accepted him 
as her lord and master. A great banquet (</>t\ta^) at the 
bridegroom's brings the day's doings to a close. 

In some districts all these ceremonies occur on the Friday, 
while Thursday is spent otherwise : the bride through the 

1 The above version is word for word as I heard it at Melenik. I picked up 
two more versions, one at Nevrokop and another at Nigrita. They both contain 
the bird's plaint to the eagle. For parallels to this idea, see Passow, Nos. 
404 — 407. Another variant wiU be found in A. A. Vowrlovy *Ta T/BO70i55ia Trji 
HaTpi8os fiov * No. 166. 

2 Lit. » friendship' or *aflfection.' 
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KaXearpa invites her maiden friends, who, after having danced 
in her house to the strains of music, accompany her to a public 
bath where they all bathe S the expenses being defrayed by the 
bridegroom. Then they return to the bride's house and set 
up another dance. If there is to be a banquet in the evening, 
they stay, and after it a third dance ensues. Later on the 
bridegroom, who has also performed his ablutions with his 
friends and has feasted them, comes with them to the bride's, 
and lads and lasses dance together till morning. If there is no 
banquet they disperse early. 

Ill 

Friday also is a busy day. In the morning a party of 
youths go forth "for the firewood" (\ ra ^vXa) which is to 
be used in the coming feast. This task is performed in true 
Homeric style : 

With proper instruments they take the road, 
Axes to cut, and ropes to sling the load. 
First march the heavy mules securely slow, 
O'er hills, o'er dales, o'er crags, o'er rocks, they go. 



Then 



The wood the Grecians cleave, prepar'd to bum; 
And the slow mules the same rough road return.* 



The return journey is accomplished with great pomp and 
circumstance. The procession is led by a horse into whose 
saddle is planted a high pole with a banner flying from it. 
An apple or orange is stuck on the top of the pole, and a 
red handkerchief is tied round it. As they draw near the 
village, they are met by a band of drums and pipes, which 
accompanies them home, and on the way a special song 
is sung. 

In the afternoon takes place the " delivery of the trousseau '* 
{irpoLKoirapaZoai). The priest, accompanied by some of the 

^ The custom of bathing before the marriage ceremony (irp6 yafUKtav) was 
religiously observed by the ancient Athenians, the water for this function being 
drawn from the sacred spring known in the time of Thucydides as Eallirhoe or 
Fair-fountain. (Thuc. ii. 16 ; Pollux in. 3. ) 

2 Pope's Iliad xxra. 138 foil. 

11—2 
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notables of the village (TrpoKpiToi), calls at the bride's and 
makes up an inventory of the trousseau (Kcifivouv to irpoiKoavfi- 
(fxDvo), The bride's parents and herself affix their signatures, 
or their marks, to the document, and then the trousseau is 
" piled up '* ((TTi^d^ovv) in a conspicuous place, for the inspec- 
tion and envy of the neighbours. Two hours before nightfall 
various female relatives are invited to come and "turn over 
the trousseau" (yvpl^ow rri irpolica), that is, to arrange and 
put it back into the boxes, throwing into them sugar-plums 
and wishing that it may be " sweet as sugar " {vavai yXvKei^ 
adv T7J ^dxapc)} An old woman is appointed to guard it till 
the next day, when the best man gives her a present, that she 
may allow it to be taken to the bridegroom's. 

The arrangement of the trousseau is accompanied by this 
song: 

KopTf fjb tI <r fjpOe fi'^vvfjua diro ttj iredepd aov, 
K.6pi] fi T^ Trpolxd G* opQiiuve xal rov hapo a ^Kovofia, 
" 'E70) Tfj irpoiKa fi wp6(0(Ta koX tov hapo fi \ov6fia-a. 
^K.6fia TO fUL^iXdpc fiov opyd 0d to 7rX7)p(oa<i)**^ 

My dear maid, a message has come to thee from thy mother-in-law: 
My dear maid, arrange thy trousseau, and thy gifts prepare. 
"I have arranged my trousseau and my gifts have I prepared. 
My bridal pillow still remains; but I shall soon finish that too." 

In the evening, soon after sunset, invitations to the wedding 
{/caXia-fiaTo) are issued by the two parties to their respective 
friends. This is done as follows: Two boys, one bearing a 
lantern and the other a flagon of wine (boukla), crowned with 
flowers, and a parcel of cloves wrapt up in paper, are sent 
round to deliver this message : " Take this clove, it is from 
So-and-so. Thou art asked to come to the 'Rejoicing.'" (Na 
avTo TO yapov(f>aXko, elvai ^iro tov Tdhe. EZcra^ KaXea-fievo^ 

1 V. supra p. 109 n. 

* ir'KTipibvto in M. Gr. generally means 'to pay,* but in some parts of 
Macedonia it is used in the sense of * finishing.' Hence occasionally arise 
amusing incidents: 

Customer : Let me have some wine. 

Tavern keeper : irXiy/owo-c (* it is finished * — none left ; but also) * pay 1 ' 

Customer: How can you ask me to pay, before giving me the wine? 
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vapdri^ '9 Trj Xapd.) The person thus invited drinks from the 
flagon, accepts the clove, which is kept, and wishe© " long life " 
to the betrothed pair. 

IV. 

On Saturday the dowry is taken to the bridegroom's. His 
young friends, mounted on their steeds, ride to his house where 
they alight, drink toasts, and set up a dance. Meantime two 
of them gallop ostentatiously through the village on two of 
the horses which are to carry the dowry. Then they return 
to the bridegroom's in order to join their comrades, and the 
whole cavalcade proceeds to the bride's, with presents from 
the bridegroom to her parents and relatives. Having presented 
these gifts, drunk, and danced, they load the horses with the 
trousseau, placing a little boy on each horse. The bridal pillow 
is carried by a boy on foot. He runs ahead, before the pro- 
cession has started, and delivers it to the bridegroom, from 
whom he receives a remuneration. When the trousseau has 
arrived, it is piled up in the courtyard and the bridegroom's 
mother throws sugar-plums upon it from the window. Then 
refreshments are served to the carriers, and singing and dancing 
round the pile follow. 

A barber is subsequently called in, and he shaves the 
bridegroom, surrounded by his friends, with great solemnity. 
I regret that I was not able to obtain a specimen of the songs 
sung on this occasion. 

On the same day the bridegroom sends to the bride the 
flowers, threads of gold (riXia or rpal^), veil {aKeirrj), fur-lined 
jacket {fcpovaiWa), and cap which she is to wear on the wedding 
day — in a word the whole bridal outfit. These presents are 
called Kaviata, In some districts they are known as ^irodeai,^. 

In the evening the bridegroom sends to the bride a dinner 
(0 helirvo^), consisting of three or four courses, and a cake 
(kXUi), The bride in the meantime is kept secluded in a 
room with the bridesmaids, who on hearing that the dinner 
has arrived close the door, crying from within "Not unless 
you pay five (piastres) and a cake" (Me to, irivre teal to 
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kXUi), The cake-bearer, one of the bridegroom's nearest 
kinswomen, pays a sum of money to the bridesmaids and is 
admitted into the room. The bride receives the cake standing 
in a comer and breaks it upon her knee into two pieces. 
During this performance, the male gift-bearers pass into the 
room and partake of refreshments, while the train of youths 
who accompanied them set up a dance in the courtyard outside. 
In this dance joins the bride escorted by her brother, or nearest 
male relative, her head covered with a gorgeous silk kerchief. 
After three turns of the slow and sedate syrtos she retires, 
and the guests depart. On their way back they are met by 
the bridegroom, and they all together, with the band playing 
in front, go and take the best man to the bridegroom's house, 
where they sit down to a banquet. 

A dance follows and lasts till early dawn {^aOetal^ %a/oaat9), 
when the youths, with the band, escort the best man home 
and afterwards wander about the streets serenading {irarivdZa). 

A similar 'family feast' (a-vyyeviKrj) takes place at the 
bride's. The guests in both cases are invited by special 
'inviters,' termed 'bystanders' (irapaa-ToXia or irapatneKa- 
fi€voi)y who accompany the invitation to the banquet with a 
cake and a bottle of wine or arrack. 

When the guests are assembled they are greeted by the 
host in these words : 

^i\oi /Jb, KaX&<: &piaaTey <f>iKoL fi ktj dyaTnjfiivoCy 
Na <l>afi€ rd aapavr dpvid, rd Se/cop^TO) Kpidpia, 
Na iTLOVfie to yXvKO Kpaai, to fioaypfivpLafievo. 

"My friends, my dearly beloved friends, welcome 
To fea.st on forty sheep and eighteen rams, 
To drink sweet wine, wine scented with musk." 

To which they answer in chorus : 

'H/L66Z9 €5d) hev rjpOafie vd ^diie /cat vd iriovfjue, 
'H/Lfc6?9 o-a^ dyairovaafie k rjpdafie vd aa^ Biovfie, 

"We have not come here to eat and drink, 
We have come to see you because of our love for you." 
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The entertaiDment is further enlivened by special songs 
called 'Table-Songs' (TpaTre^iKo) of which the following is a 
fair example : 

Tva St €9 rpairi^ia dpyvpd, acvia fiaXafiarivia, 
Tpiyvpco yvpG) ap'^ovre^, '9 rrj fiia-t) 6 AecrTroTiy?. 
2ai/ €v\oyova€ k eKeye, aav evKoya Koi Xiyei : 
"'2 avTa rd airirLa irovpOa^ie ireTpa vd firj payiarj, 
K17 6 voLfcofcvpr)^; tov (Tititlov TroWd 'xpovia vd ^tjo'rj.*'^ 

Behold tables of silver, trays of gold : 
Round about are sitting lords; in the midst the Bishop. 
He uttered a benediction; in his blessing he said: 
" Of the dwelling wherein we are gathered may not a stone ever crack, 
And the lord of the house, may he live many a year ! " 

The burden of these banquets is not entirely borne by the 
bride's and bridegroom's parents. The guests contribute their 
quota, which consists of 'slaughtered lambs' (a<f>axTd) and 
presents such as cooking utensils, lamps, and the like. To each 
article is aflSxed a wish, signed with the sender's name, e.g. 
" May they live to grow old, and may God bestow upon them 
the wealth of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob" (Na ^r/aovp, vd 
yrfpdaovv Krf 6 Oe6<; vd tov^ X^P^^V "^^^ ^A^padfi, ^laadfc koI 
^latccaP Ta dyadd). These gifts are handed over to a specially 
appointed steward {KeXKapr^rj^ or cellar-man). 

The Wedding Procession, 

At last the day of days has dawned. Early on Sunday 
morning the bride rises and helps to tidy up the home of 
her maidenhood for the last time. Then she sets about her 
own toilet. Her hair is combed and braided by her sisters 
and bridesmaids. Her relatives, who assist at the performance, 
shower upon her silver pieces, which are picked up by the 
maids and preserved as lucky. She is then dressed in the 
bridal attire sent by the bridegroom on the previous day. Her 
head is adorned with gold threads reaching to the knees and 
her face is covered with a long pink veil. One of her brothers 

1 From A. A. Vovalov, * TA TpayoiJSia ttjs Harpldos fiov,' No. 31. 
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binds a belt round ber waist with three knots. When fully 
arrayed, she kisses the hands of all present and with downcast 
eyes demurely steps across the room and takes up her station 
in a corner, specially decorated with a fine carpet and plants 
of the season, chiefly ivy, which is an emblem of perennial 
youth and freshness. This spot is called " The bride's corner " 
(vv^oaToXi). 

The bridesmaids then proceed to place on her head a 
wreath of artificial flowers, singing the while the following 
song : 

" ^v<f>ovhd fi, ri fia^ fidvLae^ koX irKeiii he fia<; afiirov- 

Kal Se yvpL^et^ va fia^ Blt}^ firjSe va fia^ fitX'^ajj^: ; *' 
" no)9 va yvpLO-eo vd aa^ Bi& fcal ttw? vd aa<; fiCKrjao); 
Me pay^ave tcl fiaTta fwv fi ivved Xoytov fierd^i" 

" Dear little bride, wherefore art thou angry with us and wilt no longer 

speak to us? 
Wherefore dost thou not turn to look at us, nor talk with us?" 
"How can I turn to look at you, how can I talk with you? 
My eyes are stitched with silk of nine sorts." ^ 

The bride in return for these attentions presents each of 
the maids with a crape kerchief (aapX) as a symbol of a speedy 
entrance into the married state. 

The bridegroom sends presents to her father, mother, sisters 
and brothers, while she has ready a basketful of gifts for his 
people. These mutual donations consist of articles of dress, 
such as skirts, sashes, silk aprons, slippers, lace collars and 
the like. 

While the performance described above is enacted in the 
young lady's house, the bridegroom also is donning his festive 
attire with his friends' assistance. In some districts it is the 
custom for the groom, as he is being decked out, to stand upon 
the nether stone of a handmill — the appliance used by the 

^ A Bulgarian synonym of the Greek htu\(a (1. 2) < to converse.' 
^ The song alludes to the bride's stiff and sUent attitude prescribed by 
convention. 
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peasants for grinding grits {ifkrjyovpi)} When thoroughly 
equipped he kisses his parents' hands, and they give him their 
blessing. Then he sets out with the priest and the assembled 
guests in procession, headed by a band. On the way he picks 
up the best man who, accompanied by the 'best woman' (his 
wife or mother or sister), joins the train, carrying in his hands a 
flask of wine, decorated with flowers, and a cake, while the 
'best woman' bears a basket covered over with a silk hand- 
kerchief and containing the wedding wreaths (tcl aTe<f>ava\ a 
piece of stuff for a gown, and sugar-plums. Thus escorted the 
bridegroom proceeds to the bride's abode. The following song 
is sung on the way: 

(From Eleutheroupolis*) 

^Kfiinj/ca Ve irepcfioXt ^ak jSaaiXcfco, 

3 p la KG) Koprj irov KOLfiovprav jjlov icaX fiovaxV' 

^Ea/cvylra vd rrj <f>iXr}<T(o^ he fi€ Sep^T^y/ce, 

McTaBevTepfovo) TraXt, ;^a/Lto76\a<76, 

Tpia-tcaa-e to kokvo ;^€?Xi Kal fxe fxlXriae' 

''TloZaaVy ^eve fi , to x^^H'^^^ ^^'^^ dppdaTrjaa, 

K' fjpT€<; Toipa KaXo/calpi irov ^appoia-Tijaa;'* 

"H€i^o9 rjfiovv r) Kavfievo^, ^iva SovXeva, 

2' eoTeiXa r^vaXX fcal x^^^^ ^^^ /capafiiroyid, 

Tid vd ^dy^Tj^ Ta fiaXXdKid <r\ Ta ^avdd /xaXXta." 

I entered into a royal garden 

And there I found a maid sleeping all by herself. 

I stooped to kiss her; but she spumed me. 

I tried again, and she smiled. 

She opened her rosy lips and spoke to me: 

"Where wert thou, O stranger, during the winter when I was ill, 

^ In Molivo, a village of Lesbos, it was once the custom for the bridegroom 
to stand on a large copper tray — a custom in which a Greek writer sees a remi- 
niscence of the Byzantine Coronation ceremony, in which the new Emperor 
stood on a shield. 2. A. ' kvayvdxrrov, ' Aeo-jSuis/ p. 195. This theory, though 
somewhat far-fetched at first sight, taUies well with the phraseology of the 
wedding rites and songs (e.g. (rretpdyufia, Apxovrei etc. ) as well as with the regal 
pomp which pervades the ceremony. 

> A smaU town on the coast, a little to the west of Cavalla. 
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And thou comest now in the summer when I am recovered ? " 
"Alas! I was a wanderer, I was working in foreign parts, 
I sent thee a mirror and a comb and dye, 
Wherewith to colour thy dear tresses, thy golden locks." 

By this time the cortege has reached its destination. In 
some districts there takes place a sham fight between the 
bridegroom's and the bride's friends. In most places, however, 
the capture of the bride has dwindled to a mere shadow. 
The bridesmaids shut the door in the bridegroom's face and 
will not open it until he has offered them presents. In certain 
parts the bridegroom's friends are compelled to dance and sing 
to the maids, otherwise the latter refuse to deliver the bride. 

Another trait of the ceremony deserving some notice is the 
rule according to which the bridegroom on nearing the bride's 
house, must throw an apple or a pomegranate over the roof. 
On the meaning of this we shall have occasion to comment at 
a later stage of the proceedings. 

When the bridegroom has gained admittance, he draws near 
the bride, and accepts a glass of wine from the hands of her 
sister, who afterwards ties a fine handkerchief round his neck 
and slaps him in the face. At the same time the bride is 
tying another handkerchief with three knots round the best 
man's neck. 

These tyings may be a relic of the capture custom ; but it 
is more likely that the knots are meant as a device against 
sorcery. For the same reason among the Russians a net " from 
its affluence of knots" is sometimes flung over the bride or the 
bridegroom, and his companions are girt with pieces of net *' or 
at least with tight-drawn girdles, for before a wizard can begin 
to uyare them he mast undo all the knots in the net, or take 
rdlea'*V 

rio fligmficance of the girdle is not unknown to the 
peasants. In a popular song a love-lorn prince 

m9^ two witches^ mother and daughter. 
4 his woe and. thus to her mother spoke: 
r xnine^ this youth so worn with care ? 

tf tk» MuBgian People, p. 390. Cp. G. Georgeakis et L^on 
iii£M(ot, p. 844. 
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He loves a maiden fair, but she loves him not.' 

The mother then addressed the prince and thus to him she spoke: 

*What wilt thou give me, my son, that I may make her consent?' 

* If silver thou desirest take it, or take pearls.' 

'Neither silver do I desire nor even pearls, 

Only the girdle which thou wearest, that thou must give me.' 

He unfastens his girdle and gives it to the witch.^ 

The influence of knots and girdles over matters matrimonial 
is not to be denied or disputed. But a knot is a symbol that cuts 
both ways. In the above instances it is the * tying ' of one that 
safeguards the newly-married pair against sorcery. The belief 
in the 'loosening* efficacy of a knot or a girdle is equally 
popular.* 

The two parties then form one procession and set forth on 
their way to the church. 

The bride on leaving her 'comer* makes the sign of the 
cross; when she has reached the threshold of the room, she 
bows three times to the ground — a solemn farewell, — upsets a 
glass of wine with her right foot and moves out of the house 
with feigned reluctance, supported on either side by her maids 
or by her brothers, or, in some districts, by the best man and 
the best woman who, being of the enemy's camp, thus keep up 
the semblance of carrying her off as a captive. So the pro- 
cession moves on, the bride walking slowly with downcast eyes 
{Kafiap(6v€i) and stopping to kiss the hands of her elders on the 
way. The bridegroom and his cortege lead the van with the 
band at the head, and the bride's party brings up the rear. 
In some districts this party includes a person carrying a 
gigantic spit with a lamb on his shoulder. Through the din 
of fire-arms, with which the procession is greeted by the 
bystanders, may be heard the voices of the bridesmaids singing: 

^ For the original see A. A. Towrlov^ ' Ta TpayodSia rrji UarpLdos fiovy* No. 35. 

« J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bought vol. i. pp. 394 foil. The sorcery dreaded 
by Greek married couples usually takes the form of rendering the husband 
incapable of fulfilling his conjugal mission. This is technically called ** bind- 
ing." The process by which he is freed from the fetters of witchcraft is termed 
" loosing." Prescriptions for the latter ceremony will be given in the sequel of 
this work. 
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The Faithful Wife} {From Shatista.) 

The dawn has risen and the Pleiades have set. 

The nightingales repair to their pastures and the fair ones to the fountain. 

I take my black steed and go to give him to drink. 

I meet one maid, I meet two, I meet three and five. 

I find a young woman washing her husband's handkerchief. 

I beg her for water to give my black steed to drink. 

Forty cups she gave me; but in the eyes I could not look her. 

But after the fortieth I looked and saw them tearful. 

"What ails thee, my dear girl, wherefore dost thou shed black tears?" 

"I have a husband who is in foreign parts, a husband who is abroad. 

I have waited for him twelve years, I will wait three more, 

And after the three years a nun will I become, 

I will array myself in black, to the convent will I go." 

" I, my dear girl, am thy husband, I am thy beloved." 

"If thou truly art my husband, if thou truly art my beloved, 

Show tokens of my body, tokens of my home." 

"There is a mole between thy breasts, a vine in thy court-yard." 

In some parts of Macedonia it is the custom for the bride 
and the groom to go to the church on horseback. As the 
distance seldom justifies the habit, that may be taken as 
another reminiscence of times when the bride was carried off by 
force on her abductor's steed. In other parts again, especially 
among the Wallachs, a pole with an apple on top and a white 
kerchief streaming from it {ffikafiirovpo) is carried by a kilted 
youth in front of the wedding procession.' 



1 This is one of the most wide-spread songs in Modern Greek folklore. 
I myself collected no fewer than six different versions in different parts of 
Macedonia. There is another in the *^payo(>^ia rod 'OXiifiirov,^ by A. E. 
OlKovofiLSrjSi p. 132 ; also one from Zakynthos in Bemhard Schmidt's Liebeslieder, 
No. 67 (see also references there), and six more in Passow, Nos. 441-6. They aU 
agree on the main incident, though they vary widely in the setting, and equally 
in diction. The above I have selected not as the best, but as being the shortest 
of my MSS. 

^ This custom is also common among the Gipsies of Spain. *• First of all 
marched a villainous jockey-looking fellow, holding in his hands, uplifted, 
a long pole, at the top of which fluttered in the morning air a snow-white 
cambric handkerchief, emblem of the bride's purity." George Borrow, The 
Zincalif Part ii. Ch. vii. 
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When the procession is within sight of the church the 
following song is sung — a kind of triumphal paean reminding 
the bride that her resistance was in vain : 

The Boastful Partridge} {From Kiup-Kioi.) 

M^a iripBiKa TraiviOrj/ce Tov(f>€/ci Se (pofiaTai. 
2aj/ T d/covae tcrj 6 Kvvrjyo^: iroXv rov ^apv(f>dvn] • 
^T'qvei rd ppoxf'O' '? ^a /3ovvd, rd ^^ofiepya \ roif^ /cdfiirov^j 
Hidvovv rd jSpoxi'd TripSiKai^j rd *^6j3€pya Tpvyoivrj^, 
Kal Tovra rd fier accord iridvovv t^9 fiavpofifidrri^, 

A partridge boasted that she feared not the gun. 

When the fowler heard that, he was exceedingly offended. 

He spreads his nets over the hills, the lime-twigs on the plains. 

The nets catch partridges, and the lime-twigs turtle-doves. 

And these silken toils catch the black-eyed maids. 



In the Church and After, 

At the entrance of the church the bride halts and bows 
thrice. Then the procession enters and marches up the nave. 

In front of the pair is set a table with the bridal cake 
and a cup of wine upon it, from which the priest prepares 
the holy communion, and administers it to the pair. 

The best man, or his wife, exchanges the WTeaths (aXXafouj/ 
Td <rT€<f>ava) which in some places are woven by the bridesmaids 
out of vine twigs, currants, and cotton-seed. In other — less 
primitive — districts they are made of artificial flowers and are 
provided by the best man, or lastly they are silver garlands 
belonging to the church.^ 

While performing this task the best man throws over the 
bride's shoulders the stuff brought in the basket. 

When the 'crowning' is over, the bride pins bunches of 
a yellow mountain flower (;^az/T/)oXoi;Xoi;8o, lit. * bead blossom ') 

1 Cp. Passow, Nob. 493, 494. 

' The * crowning ceremony ' (<rT€<pdvu)fia) has been borrowed by the Bussians 
who, just as the Greeks, use the word ** coronation ** (vyenchanie) as a synonym 
for a wedding. 
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on the guests* coats. The parents and all the guests in turn 
embrace the newly-married couple, kissing them on the fore- 
head and wishing them 'unbroken felicity' (aTepeeofiipa). In 
some districts these wishes take a quaint turn: "May you 
live, may you grow white and old" (Na f^o-re, v aairpiaTe, 
va yrjpda-T€\ each wish being accompanied with a jump. In 
the villages near Mount Olympus to the above expressions is 
added " — like Olympus, like Kissavos " (a-av tov "^Xvfiiro aav 
TOP Ktaaa^o), 

A bronze ewer (yKiovfu) and basin (\ayrjvi or Xrjyivc), 
which form part of the bride's dowry, are then produced. The 
bridegroom holds the basin, and the bride the ewer, and they 
both help the best man and the best woman to wash their 
hands — a service which is requited with money thrown into 
the basin. 

The bridegroom then takes the bride by the arm, and they 
march slowly and decorously homeward. The crowd which 
lines the streets oflFers them loud congratulations. On ap- 
proaching the house the bridesmaids burst into song: 

I. (From Thasos.) 

Tlu ^€/3yay fiava tov yafiirpov xal iredepa r^? vv<f>rj^, 
Na Si^9 TO yvco a aTavpaeTO ttj ir.ephiKa irov <f>epveL' 
^Airo <f>\ovpl Se ^aiveTai /cjj diro fiapyapLTapVf 
K?7 drro yaXd^to KafMirov^^ Sei' €)(^6i vd Xvyiarj} 
TafiTTpe d^L(OTaT€,^ vd f^cr?/? vd yqpdari^, 

^ Var. K|7 dird yaXdfto KaiJi'irov<f>i irov \dfJLirei aav rbv iJXto. 

** For velvet blue which shines like the sun." 
In some versions two more lines are given : 

0A ff€ x^P^^* ^"^^ "^^^ y^*-^ ^*> '^"'^ "^^^ dyairrifJLivo <r, 
ACfrbs fidva Sf <r* ^x^' irXctci, xal ai> yvibv d4* top ix^n^ 

(A. A. Towrlov, * TA Tpayo^fSia ttjs Harpldos fiov' No. 40.) 

**She will sever thee from thy son, thy beloved one: 

He no longer calls thee mother, nor dost thou caU him son I " 

' Cp. the classical mode of addressing the bridegroom (irpoo'ipibvrjfia) in 

epithalamian songs: "OXjSte yafi^p^, rifue y, etc. Sapph. 50, 66; Theocr. 

Id, xvni. 16, etc. The modern epithets dittos, d^ubraTos etc., which are also 

applied to the sponsor at a baptism and to the best man at a wedding (see 

below Toasts ii. p. 180), seem to be survivals of the Coronation ceremony of the 
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T^ vv^ TTOV ae Bcofcafie xaXa pa ttj Kvna^'Q^^ 
KaXa vd rrj aToXl^eaai yiaTi Bev e')^ firjTepa, 
Tafiirpb<; elvai jSaatKiKo^ k tJ vv^vi /xa? Kav^KKa^ 
Ta/jbirpb^ elvau ^aaCKLtcb^ k rj vv<f>rj fiavT^ovpdva. 
Kovfji7rdpo<; irov areifydvtoae elvai XP^^V XcLfiirdBa. 
Xi]/ceoa, vvifyq yH y to yept aov fcal fcdve to aTavpo aou, 
Kai irepLKaXei to deo, vd ^y to aTe<f>av6 aov. 

Come forth, O mother of the groom and the bride^s mother-in-law, 

To see thy young eagle what a partridge he is bringing home ! 

She cannot be seen for gold and pearls, 

She cannot bend for brocade of gold.i 

Most worthy bridegroom, mayest thou live to a great age. 

The wife we have given thee, be very attentive to her. 

Watch tenderly over her for she has no mother. 

The bridegroom is basil and our bride cinnamon. 

The bridegroom is basil and the bride sweet marjoram. 

The best man who held the crowns is a taper of gold. 

Lift, dear bride, thy hand and make the sign of the cross. 

And pray unto God that thy partner may live long! 



n. {From Nigrita.) 

The bride's mother sings : 

TAdp KvpdTcra avfiiredepay tL icaKo ae irrjica yco, 
K' €<rTeiX69 TO aTavparjTo aov, 
Kai /JL€ irrjpe to irovXl fiov, 
Kal ^avoaTTjv rj avKr) fiov; 

Byzantine Emperors. There we find the epithet "A ^los used in the acclamations 
of the people. It is still used by the Greeks at the Consecration of Bishops, 
who in many respects may be considered as representing in Turkey the old 
secular heads of the Greek nation, and are popularly called by the royal title of 
Despots (A6<nr6Ti;j). When the congregation greet a Bishop with the cry 
*Apd^ios, it is time for the unpopular pastor to seek a new flock and pastures 
fresh. 

^ These expressions are not always to be taken as empty hyperboles. They 
often represent reality. But as eveiy peasant cannot afford to deck out his 
daughter in brocade of gold and pearls, these gorgeous articles as well as the 
bridal coronal and girdle are the property of the parish, temporarily used on 
the payment of a fee. So that even the humblest maid can boast of having 
appeared for once in her life in robes fit for a queen. 
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thou fellow-mother-in-law, what harm have I done to thee, 

That thou shouldst send thine eagle 

To snatch away my dear bird 

And to rob my courtyard of its beauty ? 

III. {From Liakkovikia}) 

T<i)pa Tov ya/jLTTpov 17 /xava ir€p<f>av€V€Tai koI Xeei* 
Il€p<l>ai/€V€Tac KoX Xeef Fto '%(» 'yviov ktj aXKo^ Bev ex^h 
T(o \ci> yvLOv Krj aXKo<; hev e;^6t, 70) '%ft) KoX fiicL Ovyaripa 
Fa) '%ft) teal fiLCL Ovyarepa, hevrpo l^ft) '9 rrjv avKrj fiov, 
Aevrpo e^w '9 ttjv av\i] fwv, xvirapiaai '9 t^ ycovid fiov. 
Tlpdaiva KOLveu ra (f>vWa, vepoyaXa^a \ov\ovSia, 

Now the groom's mother swells with pride and says : 

I have a son and none else beside me (bis), 

I have also a daughter (6w), 

A tree in my courtyard (&w), 

A cypress in my home.^ 

It brings forth green leaves and sea-blue blossoms. 

The bride on reaching the bridegroom's house bows three 
times low, makes the sign of the cross with butter upon the 
door-post, and then steps over the threshold, right foot 
foremost.' 

On entering her new home the bride sets her right foot 
upon a ploughshare purposely placed inside the door. This is 
obviously an emblem of plenty, but it may also have a deeper 
meaning, steel in any shape or form being a notorious preserva- 
tive against evil spirits. 

In some parts of Macedonia she breaks upon her own head 
one of the honey cakes and scatters the pieces over her shoulder 
into the yard. In places where two ring-shaped cakes are used 
instead, she throws the pieces of one up the stairs and those of 

1 A. A. Tovffiovy *TA TpayovSia rrjs UaTpLSoi fiov,* No. 41. 

2 Lit. *my corner.' The corner by the hearth is considered as the most 
important part of the house, with which it is identified and for which it is often 
used as a synonym. On the sacredness attaching to the * upper corner ' in 
the Bussian folk household see Balston, Songs of the Russian People^ p. 135. 

8 This observance has given rise to a proverb "'Throw out thy right foot, 
my bride,' • As though I meant to stay for good 1 '" ('P/^e, vvtp-n fi, to Sc^l. ZAy 
p&xfo (TKOirb vh. KdrffU) iroKv !), 
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the other into the yard. Sometimes these cakes are given to 
her on leaving her fathers roof. In that case she breaks one 
on the way, and the other on entering her husband's house. 
The pieces of the cake are picked up and kept by the bystanders 
for a reason already stated. 

At the foot of the staircase a ewer is handed to the bride, 
and she pours some water on the steps as she mounts them, or 
a jug full of water is placed in her way, and she upsets it with 
her foot. 

The bridegroom's mother and the bride's father, who 
are not present at the wedding,^ stand the while upon the 
landing and throw upon the couple, as they ascend, sugar- 
plums, rice, cotton-seed, barley, chick-peas, and coins which are 
scrambled for by the urchins.* In like manner among the 
ancient Greeks and Romans a bride on entering her new home, 
and thus passing from the patria potestas, was welcomed with 
showers of nuts, figs, sugar-plums, and the like, a custom closely 
associated with the idea of a bargain, as is shown by the fact 
that even newly-bought slaves were treated to similar showers.^ 
The custom survives among us in the rice with which the 
bride is saluted. 

When the pair have reached the topmost step, a woollen 
blanket is spread on the floor with a pomegranate beneath. 
The bride is obliged to stand upon it and crush it with her foot. 
The pomegranate is a well-known symbol of fruitfulness often 
occurring in Eastern folklore, especially Hebrew and Arabic* 

When fairly in the hall, the bride bows to her parents-in-law, 
kisses their hands, and receives from them, into her mouth, 
golden pieces which they hold to her between their teeth. 
This is a pledge that nothing but 'words of gold' will ever 

^ Cp. a Suffolk custom: **It is very remarkable that neither father nor 
mother of bride or bridegroom come with them to church." The Book of Days^ 
vol. I. p. 723. 

2 Cp. Catull. Epithal, 130 Da nuces pueris; Virg. EcL viii. 30 sparge, marite, 
Duces, etc. 

* Aristoph. PL 768; Demosth. 1123. For other references, see Liddell and 
Scott, «. V. KaraxOfffJMTa, 

* For a typical instance, see *The History of Prince Codadad and his 
brothers' in the Arabian Nights. 

A. F. 12 
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pass between them. Then she salutes all the guests, great and 
small, who also give her presents in money. 

When all the guests have partaken of refreshments 
(fcepda-fiara), the priest reads aloud the inventory of the 
trousseau, which is then ratified by him and the bridegroom, 
and witnessed by some of those present. It is subsequently 
handed to the bride's father who keeps it carefully, so that in 
the event of his daughter's premature death, he may claim 
back the dowry. Thus these practical peasants, while intent on 
symbolism and allegorical ceremonial, do not lose sight of the 
prosaic realities of life. 

The bride's kinsmen then offer to the bridegroom a cock, 
accompany her parents home with music, and amuse them- 
selves there till evening. 

The bride is shown into a room by an elderly female relative 
and is made to sit on a chair placed for her in a corner by her 
sisters-in-law. As she is sedately strutting to that comer, one 
of the latter holds over her head a loaf of bread with a salt-cellar 
on the top of it. She is surrounded by the best woman and 
other female friends, and they all feast and sing songs together, 
while the bridegroom and his comrades make merry in the hall 
outside, and often become so elevated that they must needs 
express their joy in the form of broken crockery. 

In the midst of this uproar someone rushes downstairs, 
catches the biggest cock in the yard and whirls it round twice. 
Then he flings it off and they all run after it. 

During this banquet many songs ai'e sung : 

I. {From Sochos.) 
Na (f>afi€ va inovfie v avouY 6 x^P^^^ 
Na irovfie vh l^rja r) vv(f>7) tcrj 6 ya^irpo^i, 
"Let's eat and drink and shake the room, 
And wish long life to bride and groom." 

II. {From Salonica,) 
MafyyapLTdp" elv 6 yafiirpo^ fcal fiaXa/jLa tj vvifyi], 
K?7 o7roi6<; tov<; iaTCifxivaxre TroWct xP^^^o, va ^va-j). 
"A pearl the groom, and golden is the bride; 
Who held the crowns, long he on earth abide." 
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After the banquet, late in the afternoon, the guests go out 
with the band and set up a dance in the village 'middle space,' 
leaving the bridegroom to enjoy his bride's society in the 
company of her elderly chaperone. 



Wedding Banquets, 

In the evening a dinner is given at which the bride assists 
veiled. The guests drink diflferent toasts of which the following 
are characteristic examples : 

I. To the newly married couple. 

Na ^rjaovv, arepeayfieva, iravra riOota v&xpvvy Xlyo /cpaal 
Kal iroWrj dydirr), 

" May they live long, secure ; may they ever be engaged in feasting : 
little wine and much love ! " 

II. To ths best man and the best woman, 

Hdvra a^LO<; o KaX^yraTa? k ij K.aX'qfidva, 
" Everlasting honour to them." 

III. To the priest, 

K' €t9 Ta iepoiraihia aa^. 
" Same luck to your holy children." 

IV. To lay guests, 

" Same luck to your princely children." 

V. To the host's family, 

^Oaa Kap(f>om'aTrifiaTa '9 tov ^apSapiov rov Kdfiiro, roaa 
KoKa vd Sdxr 6 Oeo'i '9 to awir irov Tp(vya)Bovfi€, 

" As many as are the nail-prints on the plain of the Vardar, even so 
many blessings may God bestow upon the house within which we are 
singing." 

12—2 
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The bride pours out wine for the guests, while they sing : 

I. {From Kiup-Kioi.) 

" IlepLaTepovSd fjb cfj^opcj)!] koI ^^a/Ao^S^ rpuy&pa, 

'S '6Xop Tov Koafjbov VM'^PV '<^^ A^ej^a rjpOe^ aypta, 

'Pt^e T^v dypioavvrj aov k eXa /cdOov '9 to yova fju . 

Na fM€ Kepva^ yXv/co Kpaal koX av vd XdfjL7r7}<; fjbiaa, 

Na Xd/JLTTT)^ adv top rjXiOy vd Xdfjbirri^ adv to ^eyyapL^ 

"IIcS? vapdeo, fip€ Xe^evTr) /jlov, avpco 0d ^yfj^ o^od, 

*'0^ee) '9 Ta TraXXrjKdpia Koi 0d iracvrjOrjq fiirpoaTa tov<;* 

Ko/cKLvo 'xeiXt, (f)LXrja'a k e^ay^e to Scko fiov, 

Me TO fiavTrjXi fi a(f>ovyyia0Ka k efiayfr to fjLavTrfXovSi fi 

Se Tpia TTOTdfiLa ToiirXwa /c e/Sayjrav Ta iroTdfica 

Tpia irep^ (TTepovhia /covrjylrav k e^ayjrav Ta vv^^oiiSia T'9." 

"My pretty pigeon, my low-flying turtle-dove, 
To all the world tame, to me thou hast come wild. 
Cast off thy wildness and come and sit on my knee. 
Pour me out a cup of sweet wine and shine thou in it. 
Shine like the sun, shine like the moon." 
"How can I come, my gallant youth? to-morrow, methinks, thou 
wilt go forth 
Among thy comrades, and amongst them thou wilt boast : 
I have kissed a pair of red lips and mine became red ; 
I dried them on my handkerchief, and my little handkerchief became 

red, 
I washed it in three streams and the streams became red, 
Three little doves alighted there, and their little claws also became red." ^ 

II. (From Liakkovikia?) 

''^A<f>€VT7) fJLOV, '9 T7J TpdlTC^a diXcO vd <r€ TLIMTjata, 

Na ae TL/JLij<reo ^dj(^apt,f fwa^x^o, /cat Kapo^vXXi, 

'*Oa aaTpd ^vac 9 tov ovpavb fcal (l>vXX^ dirdv '9 ra SivTpa 

Toaa KoXd vd Sdxr 6 ^609 '9 t d^evTrj to Tpaire^L** 

U<7 aa-Tpa vac 9 tov ovpavo Kai (pvXX airav 9 Ta oevTpa 
To<r aairpa ^coSeyfra iyd), dydirr) /u»', vd ae Trdpay" 



1 With this conceit op. T6 dia^iop (1. 11 foil.) in E. Legrand, Recueil de 
Chansons Populaires GrecqueSy p. 222. 

* A. A. Tovalov, * Ta Tpayoiidia rijs UarplSos jjlou,' No. 34. 
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"Aei; Tw^epa, d<t>€VT7j /jlov, ttA? foiSe^e? yta fiiva, 
Na yevoD 7^9 ra /a€ Trara?, y€<f>vpt vet hta^aLvri^y 
Na 761/6) 'Xpuaorpdire^a fLirpoa-rd '9 t^i; d(j)€VTtd a-ov, 
Na 76I/Q) 'xpvaowoTTjpo fie to xpaal 76/iaTO, 
'Ecrv j/a Trivp^ to Kpaal /ci} '70) j/a Xa/tTrco fieaa,^^ 

Bride: "Mj lord, I wish to honour thee at this board, 
To honour thee with sugar, musk, and clove. 
As many as are the stars in the sky and the leaves upon the 

trees. 
So many blessings may Gk)d bestow on my lord's board ! " 

Groom: "As many as are the stars in the sky, and the leaves upon the 
trees. 
So many pieces have I spent, my love, to secure thee.*'^ 

Bride: "I knew it not, my lord, that thou hadst spent money for me, 
Or I would have become earth for thee to tread upon, a 

bridge for thee to pass over, 
I would have become a golden table before thy lordship, 
I would have become a golden goblet filled with wine, 
That thou mayst drink from it and I shine within it ! " 

In this way the convivial party amuse themselves. Nor 
are the humble musicians forgotten. The guests now and 
again rise from table, fix pieces of money on their foreheads 
and pledge them with bumpers. 

Cooking and eating continue all night promiscuously and 
alternately, so that no one may have reason to complain that 
he was not able " to put oflf from himself the desire of meat 
and drink." But in the course of the evening, soon after the 
main banquet is over, the bride's father arrives with his own 
guests, and dancing commences. The bridegroom dances at 
the end of the male chain, the best man holding him by the 
right hand, while he clasps his bride's hand with the other. 

^ Extremely curious is the recurrence of folk ideas. Cp. the following note 
from SofiFolk: ** The bridegroom sometimes considers it his duty to profess that 
he considers the job a very dear one — not particularly complimentary to the 
bride — and once a man took the trouble to pay my fee entirely in- threepenny 
and fonrpenny pieces ; which was, I suppose, a very good joke ; not so much so, 
however, as when a friend of mine had his fee paid in coppers." The Book of 
Days, vol. i. p. 723. Is this a survival from the times when a bride was 
purchased in real earnest? 
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Next after the bride comes the best woman, and then follow 
the bridegroom's kinswomen in due order. Another chain, 
formed by the bride's female relatives, winds its way behind 
the bridegroom's ranks. The dance is a mere matter of form 
and ceases after the third round. The new-comers help them- 
selves to refreshments, and then depart. When the majority 
of the guests have gone, the bride takes off her veil, and 
remains with the flowers and gold threads on her head. To- 
wards morning they all leave, and the band accompanies the 
best man and his female colleague home. 

After the Feast 

On Monday morning the bride enters upon her new duties 
of housekeeper in a manner that emphasizes the state of 
mild servitude, which is the peasant wife's lot in Macedonia. 
She begins by helping all the members of her husband's family 
in their matutinal ablutions (vLyjrLfio), then kisses their hands 
respectfully and prepares their breakfast. They, in their turn, 
give her presents. Later in the day she distributes her bridal 
threads of gold among the little girls of the neighbourhood. 

About noon her nearest relatives call, the bridegroom's 
return the visit, and thence go to the best man's. The band 
of groomsmen, with music, first call on the bride's parents, then 
on the best man and subsequently on the other guests, who 
are invited to another banquet. But they each have to con- 
tribute their shares, chiefly a pie (irouydra-a), a tray of roast 
meat, and a flagon of wine. These dishes and drinks are borne 
to the bridegroom's house by the youths with much solemnity 
and music. The best man is expected to contribute a larger 
share than anyone else, and he generally sends a lamb roasted 
whole, and a jar of wine. In the evening the banquet is spread, 
and all the remnants of it are given to the poor. 

After dinner an invitation is sent to the bride's relatives to 
come and dance with her. The feast lasts through the am- 
brosial night, and the guests do not depart until long after the 
rosy-fingered Morn has spread her saffron-veil over the village 
housetops. 



Marriage 183 

In some places a curious custom is observed on this day. 
The cook, who superintends the culinary department of the 
festivities at the bridegroom's, armed with a huge ladle hanging 
from his girdle sword-fashion, and followed by his assistants, 
comes to the bride's old home. Her father and mother in 
feigned alarm hide away their goods and chattels, and take 
refuge on the hearthstone. But the inexorable cook claims 
money. They refuse to pay. A brawl ensues, and at last the 
old couple are seized and suspended from the beams. They 
then begin to offer fowls, water-melons, wine, and the like, as 
a ransom. But they are not let down until the cook is satisfied. 
This is undoubtedly one more reminiscence of the distant ages 
when such scenes were acted in grim earnest. 

On Tuesday morning the bride presents each of the musicians 
with a kerchief, and each of the groomsmen with a suitable 
gift (Sa/009). At midday her nearest relatives assemble, and 
help her make a cake with milk and rice. She stands behind 
a table in the middle of the hall, and as she moulds the dough 
the others dance round her, and at intervals pause to cut it 
with coins. When the cake is ready, it is taken in procession, 
with music, to a public oven. In the evening it is fetched 
home in like manner, and is eaten at dinner. 

On Wednesday the bride, arrayed in her second best apparel, 
and accompanied by two of her husband's nearest kinswomen, 
or by her own mother and mother-in-law, repairs to the village 
fountain. She carries thither a new pitcher, resting up(»n a 
gorgeously embroidered rug on her left shoulder and held with 
the right hand bent overhead, or, in some districts, two bronze 
ewers. Similar vessels are borne by her companions, and the 
procession looks not unlike a representation from an old Greek 
vase : one of those living pictures which are as common in 
Hellenic countries at the present day as they were in the time 
of Apelles. Into these vessels are thrown cloves, flowers, or 
wheat and barley, and coins, which are then poured out into 
the fountain as propitiatory offerings to the presiding nymph. 
The vessels are washed, filled with water, and emptied outside 
the entrance of the house. This act is repeated thrice at three 
different fountains in succession. 
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On Thursday the bride " is churched " {iKKXria-cd^erat), that 
is, she attends divine service for the first time in her new 
capacity as a married woman. Early in the morning married 
relatives escort her to church (/Syd^ovp rfj pv<f>rf '9 rijv i/c- 
KXrjatd), and after matins accompany her back home, where 
refreshments are served. 

On Friday evening she goes to her mother s home and has 
her hair washed by her with water medicated with yellow 
flowers and walnut leaves, purposely gathered and dried. The 
bridegroom joins her later, and the newly- wedded pair stay to 
dinner and remain there till Sunday. This visit is termed a 
* Return' or ' Counter- Wedding ' {iirLaTpo^ia, in<npo<f>iKia, 
aTToyvpca-fia, or dvriyafjbo^;). On Sunday, at midday, they are 
fetched back by the bridegroom's father and closest relatives 
of both sexes. 

Eight days after the same ceremony takes place at the best 
man's, where a banquet is spread, songs are sung, and gifts 
exchanged. This is the conclusion of the Macedoniaxi peasant's 
marriage festival. In many of its details it bears a strong 
analogy to the Albanian wedding,^ and on the whole differs 
little from the corresponding customs prevalent in Southern 
Greece.^ 

Songs sung at the 'Return' Banquets. 

I. 'O (f>vXa/CLa-/i€vo(; k f] ^aaCkoirovKa, 

(From Eleutheroupolis). 

'2 T^ ^pvai irrf^a yid vepo, Kpvo v€po vd irdpeo' 
Bapeid dSiKca fi efiyaXav Trw? ^IXria-a KOpdai. 
Ma '7ft) fiavpo^ Se' rcS^epa '9 Ta fidrca Se' to elSa. 
'S T7J f^vKaKTj fie pl^ave Sid rpcavra fiipac^ 
Kal irapaireaav Ta KXecSia, Kaveo rpcavra 'X^povca, 

^ See descriptions of the latter in Hahn, Albanesische Studien^ and in 
Auguste Dozon, Contes AlbanaiSy pp. 189 foil. 

2 A short sketch of the Thessalian folk marriage is given in Songs of 
Modem Greece^ pp. 90 foil. See also Rennell Rodd, The Customs and Lore 
of Modem Greece, ch. iii., and cp. * Marriage Superstitions and Customs ' in The 
Book of Days, vol. i. pp. 719 foil. 
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K' €Kava 7rrj')(^e^ rd fjuaWcd koL indafial^ tcl vvx^a. 

A€<f>TOKapidv€ efrrrecpa '9 rrj^ ^vXaKrj^ tt) iropra 

Kal \€(t>TOKdpva €<t>arfa fjua Xevrepcd Sev elSa. 

Moi/' fiid AafMTTpi], fJLid KvptaKt], fitd ^lHarffir) rj^epa, 

QvfM7]0i]Ka rd veidra /jlov koI tt) iraWrjKapcd /jlov, 

K.7J apx^vrjaa vd TpayovS& '9 rrj^ <f>v\aKr]<; rrj iropra, 

^aaCKoTTOvKa fi axovaev diro yjrrjXb iraXdn' 

" Hoib^ eiv aifTO^ irov rpayovSel '9 t^9 <f>vXaKr]f; rrj iropra ; 

Na Tov x^P^^^ evved x^P^^ ^^^ SeKairevTe /cda-rpaJ* 

" Ae' Oiko) '7ft) rd ^vved ^©/j^a, ovre rd ieKairevre Kaa-rpa, 

Mov diXco TO fcopfid/ci 7779 vd to a-<l>LXTayKa\Lda-a)" 

The Prisoner and the Princess, 

I went to the fountain, to draw cool water. 

They brought against me a heavy charge : that I kissed a maid, forsooth. 

I, the hapless one, knew her not, had never seen her with my eyes. 

They cast me into prison for thirty days. 

But the keys were mislaid, and I remained there thirty years.^ 

My hair grew yard-long, my nails span-long. 

1 planted a hazel-tree at the prison gates, 

I tasted hazels therefrom, yet freedom I tasted not. 

But on a Bright Day, on a Sunday, on an Easter Day, 

I bethought me of my past youth and of my youthful prowess. 

And I began to sing at the prison gates. 

A Princess heard me from a lofty palace: 

"Who is he that sings at the prison gates? 

I will grant him nine villages and fifteen castles." 

"I wish not for thy nine villages, nor for thy fifteen castles, 

But I wish for thy beauteous body, to clasp it in mine arms ! " 

II. 'H KaK07raVTp€fl€V7}, 

(From Zichna and Pravi.) 

Mdva fi fjb€ /ca/coTrdvrpeyjref; Kal p! eStoKef; '9 tou9 Kafnrov^, 
'E^o) '9 TO Kdp^ Se' ^aarS)y vepo ^earb Se' irivo), 
'E85 Tpvyovoa Se' XaXovv k oi kovkkol he to Xiyovv, 
To Xfv oi &XdxoL '9 TO c^ovvoy to Xi^v adv fivptoXoyi' 

^ With the incideDt of the lost keys and Qonsequent undue prolongation of 
imprisonment cp. E. Legrand, Recueil de Chansons Populaires Grecques, No. 145, 
the opening lines. 
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" Iloto? €')l avrpa \ rrj ^eviTeia, fiLKpa iratSca '9 rd ^eva, 
He? Ta69 vd fiTjv tov^ /caprepovv, vd fitjv rov^ ireptfiivovv. 
^Brjvra Kapd/3ia 0ov\ca^av '9 rrj^ HoXtj^ rd Mirovyd^ia 
TiODfKaa 17 ddXaaaa iravid, k vj axpai^ iraWrjfcdpia. 
KXaiyovv y fjudvav^ yid TraiScd k ri XVP^''^ 7^^^ tol'9 avrpe^s.^^ 

The Unhappy Bride, 

Mother mine, thou hast wedded me ill, in giving me away to the lowlands. 

I cannot bear the heat, wann water I cannot drink. 

Here are no singing turtle-doves, the cuckoo is not heard here, 

The shepherds sing on the hills, they sing a mournful lay : 

"Who have husbands abroad, little children in foreign parts, 

Tell them to expect them not, to wait for them no more; 

Sixty ships have sunk in the Straits^ of the Great City 2, 

The sea is covered with rent sails and the shores with the dead swains. 

Mothers weep for their children, and widows for their husbands." 

Adopted Brothers, 

In some districts of Macedonia the bridegroom's comrades, 
who play so important a r6le throughout the marriage fes- 
tivities, are his * adopted brothers' (dSep^owoLToly (TTavpaB€p<f>oCy 
^a/-fctS69, or jjLTrpdrLfioi). The custom of forming fraternal 
friendships, once very common in the Balkan Peninsula, is now 
dying out ; but in some parts it is still kept up. A number of 
youths enter into a solemn compact to aid each other in all 
circumstances even unto death. The relationship thus con- 
tracted is more sacred than natural kinship. Nor is it confined 
to one sex. Three or four * brothers ' sometimes agree to take 
an orphan girl and adopt her as their * sister' (fiTrparfjuLva). 
The ceremony takes place in the church. The parish priest 
sanctifies the compact by administering the sacrament to them 
and binding them together with a blessed or * holy belt' (dyCa 

^ The Bosphorus. 

^ Constantinople. It is interesting to recall that these are the straits 
dreaded by the ancient mariner as the site of the Justling Bocks {al ^vfi- 
irX977d5c$), which, according to the fable, closed on all who sailed between them 
on their way to the Inhospitable Sea. In historic times there stood on the 
Asiatic shore a temple dedicated to Zens Ourios or 'Giver of fair winds,' in 
which voyagers to the Black Sea were wont to register their vows. 
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^oavri) wound round their waists. The damsel henceforth looks 
upon the youths as her brothers, washes their clothes for them, 
and ministers to their comforts, while they, on their part, are 
bound by their vow to protect her and finally to contribute 
towards her settlement in marriage. 

The name fiirpdrtfiof; is of Slav origin. The same custom 
prevails among the Albanian tribe of the Mirdites, where the 
ceremony of initiation is practically the same.^ The name 
given to the 'brothers' in Albania is pobratirriy the same as 
among the Servians.* 

Might and Left 

In treating of the superstitions concerning Birth, we have 
noticed that the favourites of Fate are believed to have been 
blessed in infancy with her right hand, and the unfortunate 
ones with her left. In the wedding ceremony also, the bride 
is bound to enter her husband's dwelling right foot foremost 
for luck. These are only two of a great number of examples 
of the widespread association of ideas which connects right and 
left with good and evil respectively. Further instances abound 
among the Macedonians, as well as other members of the Greek 
race. " May things turn out right " {afxirore vapOovv Se^cd) is a 
common wish. The Holy Virgin is sometimes worshipped under 
the name of * Right-handed ' {Hava^yia Ae^cd or Ae^a), and is 
depicted carrying the Child in her right arm. To her are 
oflFered up prayers by all those who are about to embark on 
a new enterprise, " that she may conduct it to a right, that is, 
auspicious issue " {ycd vd fid^ ra <t>^pri Se^id). 

The idea was extremely common among the ancient Greeks, 
as the use of the words 'right' (Sefto?) and *left' {uKaLos:) in the 
sense of ' lucky ' and * unlucky ' shows. A bird was " of good 
omen " if it flew on the right, that is from the East, the reverse 
if it flew from the left. Wine and lots were handed round 
from left to right {ivSi^ta), and a beggar begging round a table 

^ Tozer, Researches in the Highlands of Turkey ^ vol. i. pp. 309 foil. 
2 Among the Slavs of the North, this "mutual brotherhood by adoption " is 
known as pobratimstvo. See Balston, Songs of the Russian People, p. 217. 
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ought to move from left to right.* Among the Romans similar 
ideas prevailed, dexter and laevus^ being the equivalents for 
* propitious ' and the opposite. 

The same idea is found underlying the Celtic folk-belief in 
Deiseal, that is, doing everything with a motion from left to 
right,' and the German rechtshin. Moreover, German folk-lore 
contains a rule forbidding getting out of bed left foot first, as 
of ill omen* — a superstition likewise expressed in the English 
phrase "getting out of bed wrong foot foremost," and still 
entertained in many parts of the English-speaking world.* 

In addition to classical and modern civilized nations, as 
might be expected, we meet with the same idea among savage 
races. Like the ancient Greek and Roman augurs, the modem 
savage interprets the flight of birds as boding good or evil, 
according as it is on his right or left.* 

Other superstitions connected with marriage. 

It is not good to sit on the door-step, or the match-maker, 
who may perchance be coming, will turn back. 

A newly-wedded woman is not allowed to sweep the floor 
of her house during the first week, lest she should " sweep 
members of her husband's family out of this world" — an idea 
derived fi'om symbolic magic. 

She is also forbidden to look upon a corpse, or to assist 
at a wedding. The first act, it is believed, will bring death 
into her own household ; the second will cause separation by 
death or divorce to the pair who are just joined in the bonds 
of matrimony. 

Rain during a wedding is considered a good omen : it bodes 
prosperity and fertility on the principals of the ceremony. It 

1 Horn. II. I. 597; vii. 184; Od, xvii. 365. 

^ This Latin word survives in Western Macedonia. At Shatista they call a 
left-handed person Xid/Sos. 

8 J. G. Campbell, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland^ 
p. 229. 

* Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. p. 85. 

' Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. iv. p. 85. 

« Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. p. 120. 
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is with a like intent that the bride is made to overturn a vessel 
containing water, or to besprinkle the stairs, on stepping into 
her new home, as has been noticed already. But in some 
districts, if it rains during the ceremony, it is said that the 
bride is in the habit of crying^ or that the newly-married pair 
in their childhood used "to lick the frying-pans" {€yXv<f>av 
ra Triydvca),^ 

Unlucky Days. 

The world-old and world-wide belief in unlucky days, known 
to the ancient Greeks as dirocfypaSe^ rjfiepai and to the Romans 
as dies ne/asti, survives in Macedonia. Indeed, nearly all the 
days of the week, except Sunday, are considered bad for some 
occupation or other, differing only in the degree and direction 
of their badness. 

Monday. Married people must abstain from paring their 
nails on this day. If one of them does so, the other will die. 

Nor is it advisable to pay debts on a Monday, or they will 
be doubled (Sevrepcovovv). 

Tibesday, as a bad day, corresponds to the Western super- 
stition regarding Friday. 

It is unlucky to make purchases on a Tuesday, especially 
to buy a trousseau. No dress — certainly no bridal gown — is 
cut out on this day, nor any enterprise or journey entered upon. 

Some explain the superlative ill-luck attending this day as 
being due to the fact that Constantinople fell on a Tuesday.' 

^ Cp. in America, **If it rains on the wedding, the bride will cry all her 
married life.*' Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society , vol. iv. p. 61. 
* A. A. VovaioVy *'H Kararb ndTyouoi' Xc^pa,' p. 74. 

' This is historically tme. Constantinople was taken by the Turks on 
May 29th, 1453, on the Third day of the week. The event is commemorated 
in the following old ballad : 

'0 dowaros tov Kcopffravrlpov Ap&yaj^. 
*S tA x^ttt TeTpaic6<rta Kal '$ tA irepijvTa rpla, 
^TLfUpq. Tplrfj, rod Mal'ov *s rats ef/cocri ivviuj 
*^ir7jpav ol *Ayaf>rivoi r^v KuvcravTlvov irdXiv, 
The Death of Constantine Dragazi. 
In the year one thousand four hundred and fifty-three, 
On a Tuesday, the twenty-ninth of May, 
The sons of Hagar took Constantine's City. 
E, Legrand, Recueil de Chansons Populaires Grecques, No. 48. 
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The fall of the ' City ' being justly regarded by the Macedonians 
and the rest of the Greeks as the fount and origin of all their 
national woes, and the day on which it occurred as a black- 
letter day in their annals. 

Wednesday and Friday. These two days are considered as 
relatively holy. During Lent, the fast is severer on these two 
days. Those who are religiously inclined observe them through- 
out the year as fasting days, that is, they abstain from meat. 
It is generally held unlucky to pare the nails on either of them. 
Clothes are not washed on a Wednesday, and on a Friday 
neither clothes nor their owners must come in contact with 
water. Women in childbed are especially warned not to in- 
dulge in ablutions on a Friday. The following rhymes embody 
this superstition : 

TerpdSi] /cai lIapaaK€vi^ ra vvx^a aov firjv ko'^^. 
T?7 Kvpcaxr/ firfv Xov^rjaac^ av BeKrjf; va irpoKO'^rj^, 

On Wednesday and Friday forbear to cut thy nails .^ 
On Sunday wash thou not, if thou wishest to prosper. 

It will be seen that they are here compared in sacredness 
to Sunday itself. How much of the modern Greek's veneration 
for Friday is a remnant of the Roman respect for the " Day of 
Venus " it is difl&cult to say. It is worth while, however, to note 

^ Var. fi^v ^ovpurrys, " do not shave." 

^ The superstition is as old as Hesiod, who in his allegorical style warns us 
On the goodly feasts of the gods not to cut from the five-pointed 
The dry from the quick with flashing iron. 
W. and D., 742 — 3. Cp. also Pliny's directions regarding nail- and hair-cutting. 
The Nones are good for the former, the 7th and the 29th day of the month for 
the latter operation. Nat. Hist. xxvm. 2. And the old English rhymes on the 
subject of nail-cutting : 

A man had better ne'er been born 
Than have his nails on a Sunday shorn. 
Cut them on Monday, cut them for health; 
Cut them on Tuesday, cut them for wealth; 
Cut them on Wednesday, cut them for news; 
Cut them on Thursday, for a pair of new shoes; 
Cut them on Friday, cut them for sorrow; 
Cut them on Saturday, see your sweetheart to-morrow. 
The Book of Days^ vol. i. p. 526 ; and Sir Thomas Browne's remarks on it. 
Cp. Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society^ vol. iv. p. 144. 
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that the Slavs also hold similar occupations as sinful on that 
day. According to an old tradition " it is a sin for a woman to 
sew, or spin, or weave, or buck linen on a Friday."^ 

It is needless to refer to the mythological significance of 
the Teutonic * Freya's Day ' or the Roman Dies Veneris^ whence 
the Germanic and the Latin races derive their respective 
names of this day of the week, and partly their superstitious 
dread of it.^ 

Whatever may be the origin of the sacred character of 
Friday in the eyes of the modem Greeks, there can be little 
doubt that Wednesday owes its privileged place to Christian 
influence ; Wednesday, like Friday, having been early asso- 
ciated by the Church with some of the most tragic events in 
the life of Jesus Christ. 

Saturday, It is unlucky to finish any work, especially a 
wedding dress, on a Saturday; the end of the week being 
considered as in some way connected with the end of the 
owner's life. 

It is equally unlucky to cut out a new dress, lest the life of 
the person for whom it is intended should be cut short.* 

^ Balaton, Russian Folk-Tales, p. 199. 

^ How far-reaching this superstition is, is shown by the fact that even the 
Brahmins of India share in it. They say that *' on this day no business must 
be commenced.*' Dr Buchanan, Asiat. Res,, vol. vi. p. 172 in The Book of Days, 
vol. I. p. 42. 

' On lucky and unlucky days generally cp. Memoirs of the American Folk- 
Lore Society, vol. iv. pp. 79, 144 foil. 



CHAPTER XII. 

FUNERAL RITES. 

In the funeral rites of the modern Macedonians can still be 
discerned vestiges of primitive ideas concerning death, and the 
state of the soul after death. These beliefs and practices may 
be said to connect the present with the past, on one hand, 
and the remnants of an ancient civilization with contemporary 
savagery, on the other. Many popular observances, which are 
here kept up as mere matters of traditional ceremonial, find 
their true interpretation in like observances among races in 
a lower stage of culture. It is only by investigating the latter 
that we are enabled to recover the half-forgotten meaning of 
the former. In other words, what in Macedonia are but the 
lifeless fossils of old superstition, embedded in the new religion, 
can, by comparison with analogous specimens still living else- 
where, be reconstructed into something resembling their original 
forms. 

The operation, however, is far from being an easy one, 
and it is rendered all the more difiicult by the multitude and 
diversity of the extraneous elements, which in the course of ages 
have accumulated round these remnants, have been assimilated 
by them, and have often disguised them to a degree which 
defies all attempts at analysis and classification. As will be 
seen, some of the ceremonies described in the sequel are a 
continuation of Hellenic or Roman ritual, but slightly affected 
by Christianity ; others can be connected with the practices of 
the Slav populations who, on being admitted into the com- 
munion of the Greek Church, retained a great deal of their 
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pagan forms of belief and helped to modify classic tradition — a 
process facilitated by the close similarity of their own early 
culture with that of the early Greeks and Romans. Yet, both 
classes of ceremonies, whether directly traceable to a classic or 
to a Slavonic origin, bear a strong likeness to ceremonies in 
vogue among races with which neither the civilized Hellene 
nor the homely Slav ever came in contact. 

It is precisely from this point of view that an attempt can 
be made to establish the relation of Macedonian belief and 
custom to savage culture, and thus assign to the former their 
proper place in the field of universal folklore. 

^The lying in state. 

After confession and absolution, the dying partakes of the 
sacrament. When he is breathing his last, or, to use the local 
phrase, when " his soul is breaking out of his mouth " (/Syaivei 
V '^^XV '^^^ or yjrvxoppayet^), only one or two of the nearest 
relatives are allowed to remain by the bedside. Upon them 
devolves the duty of closing the eyes and mouth of the deceased. 
As soon as the latter has given up the ghost, the face is 
sprinkled with a piece of cotton wool soaked in wine — a 
dwindled remnant of the ancient custom of washing the body. 
He is then arrayed in his best clothes or in a brand-new dress 
{dWd^ovv Tov iredafiivo). If he is betrothed or newly married, 
the wedding wreath is placed on his head. In the case of 
young women and children, their heads are crowned with 
flowers, and flowers, occasionally mixed with sugar-plums, are 
also scattered over the body. In some districts, Charon's penny 
is still put under the tongue or in the lap of the deceased. 

^ Cp. the idiom ;a^ Hj ^l^vxh *s ^a Sdpria, **with the soul between one's teeth," 
i.e. to be at one's last gasp. This is one of the many popular expressions to 
be found in many languages, all pointing to the prevalent idea that the soul 
iit death escapes through the mouth. On this subject see J. G. Frazer, The 
Golden Boughy vol. i. p. 252. It may be interesting to note here that in Modem 
Greek the word ^l^vxn **soul" is often used by the ignorant to denote that 
which we call "stomach"; for instance, a Greek will say fii vopcl ij yf/vxv w^d 
<ilap his hands over his stomach in a manner which shows that his ailment is 
not of a spiritilal nature. Hence yl/ux6irovos=Koi\6irovos. 

A. F. 13 
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This is, of course, a survival of the Hellenic custom of 
providing the dead with the ferry-boat fee, and has no direct 
relationship with the similar practice of Western peasants. 
The money offerings to the dead in Germany, France, and 
other parts of Europe are intended to furnish the spirit of the 
departed with the means of buying refreshments on his weary 
journey.^ 

Thus arrayed and provided for, the corpse is laid out facing 
East — the head and shoulders resting upon a cushion, the hands 
folded upon the breast — and is covered over with a winding 
sheet or shroud (a-d/Savov). Three candles are lit, two at the 
head and one at the feet. All these duties are usually per- 
formed by the nearest female relatives and not by paid strangers, 
except when unavoidable. The same rel&tives also watch and 
bewail the dead. The body is especially watched lest a cat 
should jump over it, and that for a reason to be explained later. 

The laments or dirges (fivptoXoyia) in some cases are im- 
provised by the mother, wife, or sisters of the deceased; in 
others, they are sung by professional wailers (fivpLoXoyia-TpaLs:), 
who make a business of composing or committing to memory 
suitable songs, and are paid for their mournful labour in food,, 
rarely in money. In the majority of cases it is some old 
woman, who has witnessed many a funeral in her own family 
and has, by bitter experience, acquired the gift of fluency, wha 
volunteers to sing the dirge. If the deceased is a youth or 
damsel, the laments are sung by young maidens. But in all 
cases the best of the wailers, or the most nearly related to the 
deceased, leads the dirge, in which the other women join with 
a refrain ending in exclamations of ah ! ah ! 

It is almost superfluous to refer for parallel cases to the 
dpr)V(pho\ of the ancient Greeks and the praeficae of the Romans. 
Yet anyone who has assisted at the funeral lamentations of the 
modern Greeks, whether in Macedonia or in Greece proper,, 
cannot but have recalled to mind the pathetic picture of the 
Trojan women wailing over the body of Hector.^ The very 



^ Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. i. p. 494. 
2 II. XXIV. 720 foU. 
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words used by Homer (" she led their sore lament ") are illus- 
trated in a forcible manner by these modem performances.* 

The following song is perhaps the most wide-spread of all 
traditional dirges. In my wanderings through Macedonia I 
collected four diflferent versions from Melenik, Nigrita, Kozani, 
and the island of Thasos respectively. 

I give below a translation of that one of my copies which 
bears the least resemblance to published versions.' 



All the mothers were sending off their sons to prosper, 

Except one mother, a bad mother, Yanni's mother. 

She sat at the window and uttered bitter curses: 

" Go to foreign lands, O Yanni, and mayst thou never retium home ! 

The swallows will come back year after year. 

But thou, O Yanni, mayst thou never appear, never return home ! " 

" Hush, my dear mother, hush ! ciu«e thou me not ! 

There will come round, my mother, the Feast of St George, the holiest 

day of the year. 
And thou wilt go, my mother, to church, thou wilt go to worship. 
And there thou wilt see maids, thou wilt see youths, thou wilt see the 

gallant lads. 
Thou wilt see my own place empty and my stall tenantless. 
And thou wilt be seized with remorse and shame of the world ; 
Thou wilt take thy way over the hills and through the woods. 
To the sea-shore thou wilt descend, and of the seamen thou wilt ask: 
*0 seamen, my dear lads, and ye friendly clerks: 
Have you seen my dear Yanni, my right noble son?' 
' Lady, there are many strangers in foreign lands and 1 know not thy son. 
Show tokens of his body ; what was he like ? ' 
*He was tall and slender and had arched eyebrows. 
And on his off-finger he wore a betrothal ring.' 
*We saw him, lady, stretched upon the sand. 
Black birds devoiu^d him and white birds circled over him. 
Only one sea-bird paused and wailed : 
Ah ! perchance he had a mother ; perchance he had a wife ! ' " 

^ Professional crieresses (PlakaVshchitsa or VopUnitsa) are also employed by 
the Russians, and their funeral wailings (Zaplachki) bear a strong analogy to 
the Greek fivp{i)o\6yia. See Balston, Songs of the Russian People^ pp. 332 foIL 

^ See Bernhard Schmidt, Nos. 67, 68 (from the Ionian Islands); Passow, 
Nos. 343 — 349 ; Ghassiotis, No. 18 (from Epirus) ; Jeannarakis, . No. 195 ; 
Legrand, Recueil des Chansons Populaires Grecques, No. 123, etc. 

13—2 
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II. {From Gavalla}) 

Mi^ fidva fJbvpioXoyae ycd rov fiovd/cpt^o tt)^' 

" TiaihaKi fjiov TOP irovo aov Kal irov vd rov ipi^to ; 

Na Tov ipL^co \ TO l^ovvo TOP iraipvovv ra irovXdKca, 

Na TOV ipl^d) \ TOV yiaXo tov Tp(oyovv tA yjrapaKia, 

Na TOV ipi^o) BiaTparo 6d tov iraTovv BcalSaTai^, 

"A? TOV ipi^co \ TTj Kaphid iroivai yefidrr) ttovov^, 

Na xddovfiac adv ce ttovA, va yepvto cdv fie (r^afi?, 

'Xdv Tre^TO) '9 to 7rpoaK€(f>a\o vd Xaj^rapo) top vttvo" 

Kj) o Xdpo^ Wi]Xoy7]6rjK€y /cp 6 ^dpo<; ' TrrfXoyaTai • 

"'^OXov TOV Koa-fio yvpiaa, tt) 7^9, ttjv ol/covfiivrj 

K' elSa fjiavdBe^ \ tov y/cprffivo^ eTS' dS€p(f)aU '9 top ^pd'Xpy 

VvvaiKe^ T&v KaX&v dvTp&v '9 Tr)v UKprj \ tu TroTa/Mca, 

Ma TrdXc ^avairepaaa avvavTrjixa tov 'X^povoVt 

K' €tSa fULvdSe^ '9 tov X^P^> ^^^' diep<j>al^ '9 tov ydfio, 

TvvaifC€^ T&v tcaXiov dvTp&v '9 Td ^ixop^a Travrjyvpca.^^ 

MaTa/cia irov hev yXeirovTac yXrjyopa Xrfa/Movovvrai, 

The Mother's lament 

A mother was lamenting her only son: 

" My darling child, my grief for thee where shall I cast it ? 

If I cast it on the moimtains, the little birds will pick it, 

If I cast it into the sea, the little fishes will eat it, 

If I cast it on the highway, the passers-by will trample it imder foot. 

Oh, let me cast it into my own heart which swells with many sorrows. 

Let me sit down with my pain, lay me down with my pangs, 

And, when I rest my head upon my pillow, pine for sleep ! " 

Death made answer to her, Death answered thus: 

"Over the world have I wandered, over the universal earth; 

I have seen mothers on the brink of the precipice, sisters on the edge of 

the rock. 
And wives of brave men on the margin of the stream. 
Yet once more I went that way, in the course of the meeting years, 

^ This dirge was dictated to me by M. J. Constantinides of that town, a 
gentleman well-versed in folklore and himself a poet of merit. He described it 
as of Epirotic origin. 
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And lo ! I beheld the mothers in the dance, the sisters in the wedding- 
feast, 
And the wives of brave men in the merry fairs." 

Eyes which are not seen are soon forgotten.^ 

These laments are also repeated round the grave before the 
coffin is lowered into it. 

The funeral. 

The corpse is never kept for more than twenty-four hours, 
and seldom even so long. As a general rule the funeral takes 
place on the day after death. At the moment when the coffin 
is carried out of the house, the women break forth into loud 
piercing cries {^€(f)a)vdr/fiaTa). Those amongst them who have 
recently lost a relative bid the newly-departed bear greetings 
{yatpeTTifiaTa) and affectionate messages to their friend in the 
other world. Some of them also thrust an apple, or a quince, 
or some other kind of fruit, between the feet of the dead. This 
gift may be regarded either in the light of an offering to the 
departed, to serve as food on the way to Hades, or as a gift 
committed to his care and meant for the relative who preceded 
him on the dread journey. Objects dear to the deceased are 
also frequently placed in the coffin and buried with the body, 
such as a child's playthings, a young scholar's books and 
inkstand, or a maiden's trinkets. 

Now, it is not clear to the spectator, and hardly to the 
performers themselves, what is the motive which prompts these 
touching acts. If a by-stander is questioned, he will most 
likely explain them as befitting tributes of affection, or as the 
results of custom handed down from "olden times." Never- 
theless, it is not unprofitable to compare these customs with 
similar practices, prevailing in countries where an adequate 
motive can still be assigned to the action. Both the messages 
and the offerings delivered to the dead are well known among 
savages. The natives of Guinea, for example, are in the habit 
of sending messages to the dead by the dying, while the 

^ This verse is a popular proverb, corresponding to our own *' Out of sight 
out of mind," the French '' Loin des yeux, loin du coeur " etc. 
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offering of fruit and other articles figures in the funerals of 
innumerable nations. In many cases these offerings can be 
proved to be the outcome of a widely-held belief according to 
which objects considered by civilized man as inanimate are by 
the savage and barbaric mind endowed with a soul which, on 
the dissolution of the objects in question, either by fire or by 
the decomposing influence of the earth, is set free and at the 
disposal of the disembodied spirit. This belief is again con- 
nected with the similar, and to the ordinary European more 
intelligible, superstition which is responsible for the sanguinary 
sacrifices of human beings and animals, prevailing in ancient 
times among the Greeks, as is shown by Homer's description of 
the burial of Patroklos^; among the Thracians, who slaughtered 
the favourite wife of the deceased over his tomb* ; among the 
Gauls, Scandinavians, and Slavs; and in more recent times 
among the nations of America and Eastern Asia, especially 
India, where it assumed the well-known form of widow-burning; 
a practice which is still carried on by the aborigines of Africa 
and el sew here /* 

How closely the kindly ceremonies of the modern Mace- 
donians are related to these ferocious funeral rites, and how 
far they owe their origin to a long- forgotten doctrine of object 
phantoms, it is too late in the day to establish with certainty. 
Yet one thing can safely be asserted, namely, that they are 
based on beliefs never taught or countenanced by the Christian 
Church. 

When the coffin is borne out of the house, an earthenware 
vessel, or a tile, is thrown and smashed after it. With this 
practice may be compared the custom of the Russian Chuwashes 
who " fling a red- hot stone after the corpse is carried out, for 
an obstacle to bar the soul from coming back," and of the 
Brandenburg peasants who "pour out a pail of water at the 
door after the coffin to prevent the ghost from walking."* A 
still closer parallel is to be met with in parts of Russia, where 
"after a man's body has left the house his widow takes a new 

1 IL xxin. 17b foil. 2 Hdt. v. 5. 

* Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. pp. 468 foil. 

* 15. vol. II. pp. 26, 27. 
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pitcher and breaks it to pieces on the earth, and afterwards 
strews oats over the ground traversed by the fuDcral proces- 
sion."^ In all these instances the object is to prevent the 
departed spirit from returning to its earthly habitation, and 
we should not be far wrong in ascribing a like motive to the 
Macedonian mourners. 

The funeral procession offers little food for speculation. 
Yet it is not devoid of interest. The coffin is carried un- 
covered, a custom said to be due to an old decree of the 
Turkish Government, issued in order to prevent the' clandestine 
transmission of arms and ammunition in a closed coffin ; but 
this explanation is rendered improbable by the fact that the 
same custom prevails in Russia, where the decrees of the 
Turkish Government would be of little avail. The custom 
probably dates from Byzantine, if not from older, times. 

The appearance of the corpse is the subject of reverent 
comment on the part of the spectators. The beauty and 
calmness of a dead youth or maid call forth the ill-suppressed 
admiration of the crowd, and one often hears such remarks as 
" What a lovely, or what a gentle relic ! " {ri a>paio, or tL Vjfiepo 
\ei'y^avo\ whispered in awestruck tones. This gratification of 
the aesthetic instinct of the Greek is, however, not unfrequently 
checked by superstitious fear. It is popularly believed that if 
a corpse wears a smile, it is a sign that it will " draw after it 
another member of the family'^ " {0a rpa^ij^r) fcrj aXKov). 

At the head of the procession marches the bearer of the lid, 
holding it upright and followed by boys carrying bronze candle- 
sticks (jxavovaXca), with burning tapers, a cross, and six-winged 
images of the cherubim (^€(f>T€pta = k^airrepvya). Then come 
the priests and chanters with lit tapers in their hands, singing 
the funeral service. The coffin is borne by means of bands 

^ Ralston, Songs of the Russian People, p. 318. 

* Similarly in Suffolk "if a corpse does not stiffen after death, or if the 
rigor mortis disappears before burial, it is a sign that there will be a death in the 
family before the end of the year.'* The Book of Days, vol. ii. p. 52. The same 
superstition is alluded to by Sir Thomas Browne in his Vulgar Errors, Bk. v. 
ch. xxiii. In America also ''if a corpse remains soft and supple after death, 
another death in the family will follow." Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore 
Society, vol. iv. p. 126. 
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passed underneath, by four or six men, according to its weight 
and size. The chief mourners march close behind. In country 
districts it is the custom for both sexes to attend, excepting 
newly-married women and women who happen to have lost 
their firstborn. But in the towns the female mourners keep 
decorously aloof. In these places the guilds of artisans {lavaKfyca) 
are paid to swell the train. People along the road rise at the 
approach of the cortege and stand bareheaded, until it has 
gone by. 

The coffin is first taken to the church where the burial 
service is held ; and a profoundly affecting service it is. The 
solemn chant and the twinkle of many candles amidst clouds 
of frankincense involuntarily dispose the mind to reflections on 
the hereafter — a mood intensified by the sonorous hymn : 

" Vanity are all human things that exist not after death '* 
(MaratoT?;? iravra ret dpOpcoircva iaa ou;^ virdp'xei fierd 
BdvaTOv), 

Service over, the procession resumes its march to the 
burial ground. 

When the coffin is lowered into the grave, a pillow filled 
with earth is placed under the head, the shroud is drawn over 
the face, wine is sprinkled upon it, and a handful of earth is 
thrown in by the priest, after which the coffin is covered with 
the lid. All the bystanders, relatives and friends, make a 
point of casting in a handful of earth, uttering such wishes 
as "May Heaven forgive him or her" (^€09 (rxaypeaoi top 
or Tr)v) ; " May his or her memory live for ever *' (alcDvla tov or 
TTf^ rj fivrjfii]) ; " May the earth lie light upon thee ! " (yaiav 
expt^ eKa<f)pdv) — a wish taken from the burial service and 
recalling classical times.^ 

^ Cp. Ko(Kl>a <roi x^^^ itrdvude iriffoi, yi&vai, Eur. Ale. 463 ; Sit tibi terra levis, 
Mart. IX. 29. 11, etc. 

The custom of throwing a handful of earth into the grave exists among the 
Bussians, and is considered by them as a remnant of a still older custom, 
according to which ^'everyone who was present at a funeral deemed it a religious 
duty to assist in the erection of the mound." Balston, Songs of the Russian 
People, p. 330. 

Allusions to the funeral service are contained in the following popular 
imprecations : 
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After the grave is closed in, the mourners spread over it 
baskets full of pieces of bread or buns, also plates of parboiled 
wheat {KoXKvpa), bottles of wine or arrack, and in the case of 
young persons, sweetmeats. All comers are free to partake of 
this sad repast, and express a wish that " his or her soul may 
repose in bliss." 

All the details of the funeral described above are vividly 
set forth in the following song, which is often sung as a 
lament. 

(From Elevtheroupolis,) 

HepiTrXe/xevT) Xefiovict fjuitr '9 r avdrj airoXca'/jUvTf, 

Tr)v &pa irov <t aydTrrfa'a Bev rjrav /Skoyrj/jbiifi], 

^ AppaxTTfjaa ical €Kava aapavra fiik rjfMepa, 

T' aicovaave k ol <f>L\oi fxov koX tcXalve ^lar ifieva, 

T' aicovae k 17 yi^dva fxov Koi fjurrj/ce fii<T \ rcb /Mavpa. 

''EXa, TpavTa<t>vXKevia fiov, teal Tnaae fi dir to X^P*'> 

Kal p(OTa rrj fiavovXa /mov, " Kvpd fi, ri kolv 6 yvi6<; aov ; " 

Kai Keivri 6a ^irrfKoyrfOfj fik rrj Kaphid /cafMevrj* 

"Fta Tov^, yid tou9 'tov Keirerai Kal \e 7r&9 dirodauvei" 

*'EXa, TpavTa<\>vXK€VLa /nov, xdrce \ ttj Ke(f>a\ri fiov, 

Kai Tnaae to x^pdxi fiov oao vd fiyQ "^^XV f^^^- 

**OvTa^ 0d jSy^ '^u;^tT(ra fiov, rpavracfyvWia^ fcXcopdvc, 

BaXe /A6 TO ^ovvdpi fiov, to ttcio Xa^ovp^ ^ovvdpi. 

"Oin-a? 0d fiyfj yfruxoOXd fiov, av vd fi€ aa0avd)a"p<;y 

Na KXeiar/t; tA fiaTaKia fiov, Ta x^pta fi vd (TTavpaHTtf^. 

'^OvTaf; Odpdfj (fyrffiepco^ fji€ OvfiiaTo \ to X^P^> 

NA KXal^y vd X€9, TpavTa(f>vXXcd fj.\ "irov tto,^, yXvKO fiov Talpt ;" 

"Oi/ra? dd fie arfKaxrovve Teaaapa iraXXrjKdpiay 

NA Kpovrj<; TO K€<\>dXt, aov fie ireTpat^; fie Xiddpca. 

Nd TOP irj 6 iraTrds 's t aW, 
K^ 6 SidKOi *s rii Kopv<f>'fi. 
•* May the priest mutter in his ear, and the deacon over his head ! " 

Nd ffov iri rbv i.iFi\oyo, "May (the priest) utter over thee the epilogue," 
i.e. "For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 1" 

Nd TOP ISi Tb *^fit, ** May he submit to the carrying out service " {i^dtos 
dKo\ov$la), hence the epithet *^vdidpiKos **one deserving death." 
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Ovra^i da fM€ irepdaovve airo to iLayaKJa aovy 
**Eil3ya Kpv<\>h air rif fidva aov /cal rpa/Sa ret fiaXKia aov, 
^Ovra^ da fie Trrjyalvovve \ rfj^ ifCKXrjaia^ rrj Tropra, 

Na /3yd\r)f: fiid y^CKr) (fxovij, vd fiapaOovv Ta ')(ppTa, 
^^Ovra^ da pH dKOvp/jTrjaovve \ t^9 itCK\7)GLas rrj p^earf, 

Na jSydkr)'; p,id '^iXfj (fxovrj^ 6 Kpdfi^aro^ vd Trea-jj. 
^OvTa<; 0d p.e pLoipdaovve rd epp^a KoXv^d p.ov, 

^aye xal <ru, d^dirrf piov, ycd ttj iraprfyopid piov, 
'Oi'Ta? 0d pe poipdaovve irairdhe<; Ta /cepLa pov, 

ToT€9, TpavTa(f)vW€vca pov, 'XjoDpH^et^ ^ir ttj tcapBid pLOv} 

well- trained lemon- tree, in blossoms arrayed, 

The hour in which I became enamoured of thee was not a propitious hour. 

1 fell ill and suflTered for forty and one days. 
My friends heard of it, and wept for me. 

My mother also heard of it and put herself in black. 

Come, my rosy One, take me by the hand 

And ask of my dear mother, " Lady, how fares thy son ? ** 

She will answer thee from a heart charred with grief: 

" Behold him, behold him, he is lying yonder, and says that he is dying." 

Come, my rosy One, sit by my pillow. 

And hold my hand until my soul has flown forth. 

When my poor soul has flown, O thou bough of a rose-tree. 

Gird me with my sash, my best Lahore sash j 

"When my poor soul has flown, 'tis thou must wind me in the shroud, 

Close my poor eyes and cross my hands upon my breast; 

When the priest is come, censer in hand. 

Weep thou, my rose-tree, and say: 

"Whither art thou going, O my sweet mate?" 

When four lads have lifted me up. 

Smite thy head with rocks and stones; 

When they carry me past thy neighbourhood. 

Come thou forth, without thy mother's ken, and tear thy tresses ; 

When they have taken me to the church-door. 

Give thou a shrill cry that the plants may wither. 

When they have laid me down in the nave of the church. 

Give thou a shrill cry that the cofl&n may collapse; 

When they are distributing tl^e wretched boiled-corn. 

Eat thou also, my love, for my soul's sake. 

When the priests are distributing the candles. 

Then, my rosy One, thou wilt be severed from my heart. 

1 Cp. Passow (Myrologia), Nos. 377, 377 a. Somewhat similar in tone and 
structure is No. 122 in £. Legrand, Recueil de Chansons Populaires Grecques. 
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The funeral-feast 

When the mourners who have escorted the corpse to its 
resting-place return to the house, they are met at the door by 
a servant holding a ewer and basin, in which they all wash their 
hands by turns before crossing the threshold. Then, inside the 
house, takes place the funeral banquet (jiaKapio or fiaKapia^) 
to which they all sit down, oflFering their consolations to the 
survivors, "Life to your worships" (fw^ Ve \070u aasi), and 
their wishes for the welfare of the departed, whose deeds and 
virtues form the chief subject of conversation. Toasts and 
libations are sometimes indulged in so heartily that the ban- 
queters are apt to forget the mournful occasion of the feast. 
" The dead with the dead, and the living with the living " (O/ 
iredafiev fie T^iol ireda^iev k oi ^ovvravol fji€ r^iol ^ovvravoi) — 
the Macedonian equivalent for our "Let the dead bury their 
dead" — was the pithy way in which I once heard a merry 
mourner trying to defend his boisterous resignation to the 
common lot. 

The funeral feast of the modern Greeks may reasonably be 
regarded as a lineal descendant of the classic ireplhenrvov, by 
Homer called Td<f>o<;y and the lustration preceding it as a survival 
of the ablution, which in ancient times took place before the 
"carrying out" of the corpse {iK<f>opa). Even the excessive 
indulgence in funereal pleasures can be shown to be a matter 
of ancient tradition. Solon's regulations about funerals include 
a strict limitation of the quantity of meat and drink admissible 
for the banquet, whence Grote justly infers that "both in 
Greece and Rome, the feelings of duty and affection on the 
part of surviving relatives prompted them to ruinous expense 
in a funeral, as well as to unmeasured effusions both of grief 
and conviviality."* 

1 From the ancient alfuucovplai * offerings of blood ' made upon the grave to 
appease the manes, Find. 0. i. 146. The word has probably been modified by 
false analogy to fiaxapla * bliss.' Gp. fiaKaplTrjs still commonly used in the 
sense of * one blessed/ i.e. dead, * late,' just as in ^sch. Pen. 633 etc. 

^ History of Greece^ vol. ii. p. 606. 
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Similar survivals from olden times are to be found among 
the Slavs. An old woman, with a vessel containing live coals, 
meets the mourners on their return from the funeral, and they 
pour water on the coals, taking one of them and flinging it 
over their heads. In this instance the purification is performed 
with both fire and water. Water is likewise used by the 
Lusetian Wends in their funeral rites. The repast on the 
tomb and the subsequent banquet are also essential accom- 
paniments of the Slav funeral, the participators in which *' eat 
and drink to the memory of the dead," — a relic of the ancient 
Strava.^ 

If we go further afield, we find the concluding features of 
the Macedonian funeral in striking accordance with the practices 
of some rude tribes of North-East India, who after the burial 
"proceed to the river and bathe, and having thus lustrated 
themselves, they repair to the banquet and eat, drink, and make 
merry as though they never were to die."^ The Macedonian's 
philosophy, it will be observed, is somewhat more advanced and 
in closer agreement with the doctrine expounded on a like 
occasion by the inebriated demigod: 

All mortals are bound to die, 



Therefore, having learnt wisdom from me, 
Make merry, drink, the passing day 
Regard as thine, the rest as Chance's.^ 

After the funeral 

The attentions to the dead do not end with the funeral 
ceremonies. The sense of bereavement is kept alive by the 
mourning, which varies in duration according to the district, 
the average being one year. During that twelvemonth men 
and women appear in old clothes, the former let their beards 
grow, and the latter draw their head-kerchiefs round their faces 
more closely than usual. The mother and the widow of the 
deceased avoid going out of doors altogether. 

^ Balston, Songs of the Russian People^ pp. 319-20. 

Hodgson, quoted by Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. ii. p. 31. 
» Eur. Ale, 782 foU. 
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On the third day after the funeral, the friends call on the 
mother of the deceased, and comfort her with mournful music. 
The song given beneath is an example : 

{From Kozani.) 

" Ka\^ fiepa a avrov \ t avaOi ottov elaaiJ' 

" Tt KaXi) fiepa e^^o) yd), iS& \ t avdOi iroifjuii ; 

Trf KoXrj fiepa e'xje ael^ ttov yXiireTe top i^Xio, 

Uov y\€7r€T€ TTjv "Avoi^Cy irare '9 ra 7rain)yvpca, 

Kal 70) TO ep^fJLO /cXela-TTf/ca fieaa '9 to fiavp dvddi, 

^TlepLtcaXS) ae, Maiiprf Trjy irepiicaXid fieydXrj • 

AvTov TO veco ttov <t €a-T€iXay xaXd vd tov /cvTTa^rj^, 

'Ndpdrj 'S^a^^dTo vd tov Xov<t\, ttj "KvpiaKrj v dXKal^riy 

Kal TO fipyd dpyovracKa vd iraTe '9 to (repyidviJ 

'Aev etfiac fidva vd irov&, iraTcpa^ vd XvirovfiaCy 

'Mei/a fi€ Xeve Mavpi] Trj kol ^paxviaafiev dvdOi.*"^ 

" Good day to thee who dwellest in this cave ! " 
"What kind of a good day can be mine in my cave-home? 
The good day is yours who behold the light of the sun,^ 
Who behold the Spring, who go to the fairs, 
Whereas I, the hapless one, am imprisoned in a black cave. 
*I offer up to thee, Black Earth, a great prayer: 
The youth whom I have committed to thy care, tend him lovingly. 
When Saturday comes, wash him; on Sunday clothe him in holiday 
attire; 

^ With the last six lines cp. a short piece (6 lines) from Zakynthos included 
as a Myrologue (No. 9) in Bemhard Schmidt's Griechische Mdrcfien, Sagen und 
Volkslieder. It is an address to the marble slab (irXdica) or tombstone, praying 
to it to spare the youth and *' wither him not." The slab answers : 
" yLTjydpii etfiai fjidva tov^ firjydpis ddep^ roVt 

"M-tfydpii etfiai rrporrodeid, vd fi'^v rove /jxipduu; " 
"Am I his mother, am I his sister, 
Am I his aunt, that I should wither him not?" 
Also cp. Passow, No. 384, a Myrologue, "The Stranger's Tomb" fO rd^oj tov 
l^ou). 

2 Cp. 8rfp^ iv l^ibeiv Kal dpqiv <pdos i/eXloio^ Horn, Hymn. iv. 105. 
To live and to see the light of the sun are to the modern, as they were to the 
ancient, Greek synonymous terms; conversely, death and darkness are ideas 
indissolubly associated in the Greek mind, despite the belief in a Paradise 
"resplendent with light"; v. infra, p. 210. 
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Late in the afternoon take him to the village-feast.' 

< I am no mother that I should care for him, I am no father that I 

should feel for him. 
The names by which men call me are ; Black Earth and gloomy cave !' " 

This grim ballad in a few bold strokes presents to us a most 
vivid picture of the modern Greek's conception of death — a 
conception which diflFers little from that of his far-off ancestors. 

Another song, or rather the broken pieces of a song, which 
I picked up at Nigrita, may be worth quoting for the sake of 
the idea which it embodies : 

^Hrai/ ivveii dhep<f>La Kal fica koXtj dS€p(f>7], 
TIoKv fjrav fiavpofifidra. 

"E/SaXav fiovXi^ rd evved diep(\>La vd ^yovv diro top '^ASrj. 
"To TTov 0d TTare, dSepcfyca fwv^ 0np0& Krj ya> Kovrd ca?." 
"To iroif 0d 7ra9, /iw/o' dhep<\>ri, iroXv elaai /xavpofi/jArat 
Hfieif; 0€ vd irepdaovfie ^ir rov ^dpovra Trj iropra, 
^d /S717 6 yidpovTa^ vd fxa^ diravTxy)(aLvri,,," 

There were nine brothers who had a beauteous sister, 

A maiden with deep black eyes. 

The nine brothers resolved to escape from Hades. 

" Whithersoever you go, my dear brothers, thither will I follow you." 

" Thou canst not follow us, sister, maiden with the deep black eyes. 

We shall pass through Death's gates. 

Death will come out and accost us...." 

Unfortunately my informant had only a confused and 
imperfect recollection of the sequel. But the above few lines 
are sufficient to show that the idea, as well as the name of 
Hades, has undergone little modification in the course of ages. 
Time has not prevailed against "the gates of Hell." They 
are still closed to the Shades, who still make attempts to 
escape.^ Charos, however, appears less as a ruler than as 
a porter of the subterranean kingdom, and seems to keep 
watch near its gates, ready to pounce upon the would-be 
fugitive. In fact, we have here a confusion — not unintelligible 
— between the rdles of the ancient Pluto and the monster 

^ A like idea is embodied in some songs published by Passow (Nos. 420 — 425), 
and translated by Sir Rennell Redd, The Customs and Lore of Modem Greece, 
p. 121, and Mr Tozer, Researches in the Highlands of Turkey ^ vol. 11. p. 327. 
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Cerberus. Nor are these the only two functions attributed 
to Death by the popular imagination. He is also a niessenger 
and a soul-abductor, moving on the back of a fiery steed. 
He is sometimes armed with a sword or with a deadly bow 
and arrows, sometimes he makes his appearance as a black 
bird of prey or as a black swallow, bearing the fatal summons. 
No place is inaccessible to him, except the lofty peaks of 
the mountains. Generally he is represented as a gaunt, 
cruel and crafty old man clad in black, deaf to the prayers 
of parents, and blind to the charm of beauty. His heart 
is not to be softened by appeals for mercy, not even by those 
of his own mother. On one occasion she bids him : 

Spare thou mothers who have young children, brothers who have sisters ; 
Spare thou also newly-wedded pairs. 

But he grimly replies : 

Wherever I find three I carry ofi" two, and where I find two I carry 

off one, 
Where I find one alone, him also do I carry off.^ 

A picture of Death, sombrely magnificent, is drawn in a 
well-known ballad ('O Xapo^ koX ai '^vxaiy The poet depicts 
Charos on horse-back, driving troops of youthful souls before 
him, dragging crowds of aged souls after him, while his saddle- 
bow is loaded with the souls of little children. At his passage 
the earth quakes beneath the hoofs of his steed, and the 
mountains are darkened by his shadow.^ 

Feasts of the Dead. 

At fixed periods, such as the eighth ('9 raU op^rcw) and the 
fortieth day ('9 rah aapdvra) after burial, as well as on the anni- 
versary ('? Tov xpoi/o) of the death, a " feast of remembrance '* 
(jMvrffjLoavvo) is celebrated. The grave is decorated with flowers, 
a mass is sung, and offerings are made in the church. These 

1 '0 Xdpos Kal 71 ixdva tov^ Passow, No. 408. 

2 Passow, No. 409, translated by Sir Rennell Rodd, The Customs and Lore of 
Modem Greece, p. 286. 

* For a brief study of the Modern Greek conception of Death see **E6piKbi^ 
^BfjLepoX&yioPy* Uapivov U. BpcroO, Paris, 1866, p. 217. 
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oflFerings consist of a tray of parboiled wheat (koWv^o) mixed 
with pounded walnuts, raisins and parsley, and covered over with 
a coating of sugar, with the sign of the cross, and sometimes the 
initials of the deceased, worked on it in raisins. The wheat is 
interpreted as a symbol of the resurrection : as the grain is 
buried in the earth, rots, and rises again in the shape of a 
blooming plant, so will the soul rise from its tomb. An occult 
meaning is also attached to the sugar and the raisins: the 
sweetness of the one representing the sweets of the heavenly 
paradise, and the shrivelled appearance of the other suggesting 
the state of the soul before it is admitted to the bliss of the 
Christian Elysium. 

In addition to these ceremonies, held in everlasting re- 
membrance of individuals, there are certain days in the year 
set apart for the celebration of feasts of the dead collectively. 
These are called " Souls' Sabbaths " {-^vxoaa^^ara), and the 
times in which they occur coincide roughly with the seasons 
of spring and harvest, of the decline and death of the year. 
Two of these Sabbaths are especially dedicated to *' those 
gone to rest" {t&v /cefcoifjLrjfiivcov), The first falls on the 
eve of Meat Sunday, and the other on the eve of Whitsunday, 
that is in February and May respectively — their exact date 
depending, of course, on the date of Easter — thus corre- 
sponding with the Feralia and Lemuralia of the Romans, 
which were held in those two months. The eve of Cheese 
Sunday and the first Saturday of Lent are likewise devoted 
to the same purpose, the latter being also a Feast "in com- 
memoration of the miracle performed by means of parboiled 
wheat" {Mi/rjfirf tov Std KciXXv0(ov davfiaro^). The Saturday 
preceding the feast of St Demetrius (Oct. 26 0. S.) is another 
of these *' Souls' Sabbaths." 

On the above days sweetmeats, parboiled corn, small loaves 
of pure wheat (XeiTovpyLat) stamped with a wooden stamp 
(a<f)paylSi or a<f)payta'T€p6), which bears the sign of the cross 
with the words "Jesus Christ prevaileth" abbreviated, and cakes 
are laid on the graves that the people, especially the poor, may 
eat thereof and "absolve the dead ones" (yia vd (T'xjuipeaovv 
rd TTcdafiiva). The relatives kneel and cry beside the tombs 
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and employ the priests to read prayers over them,^ The 
fragrance of flowers mingles with the fumes of frankincense. 
The piercing wails of the women are blended with the whining 
benedictions of beggars; and the cemetery is a vast scene 
in which the living and the dead seem to meet in a holiday 
of mourning. But from amidst the cries of uncontrolled 
sorrow rises the voice of the praying priest, giving utterance 
to "the hope that keeps despair alive." 

Similar customs prevail in Russia, but they are cast after 
Greek models, the very names in common use being either 
translated or borrowed directly from the Greek {e.g. ** chants 
of remembrance " = fivrffioa-vva ; kolyvo = koWv/So, etc.). The 
corresponding rite in Western Europe is the celebration of 
All Souls' Day. By comparing these feasts of the dead with 
analogous ceremonies among races in a primitive state of 
culture, ethnologists have arrived at the conclusion that they 
rest upon the view that the souls of the deceased come 
back to the world to visit their living relatives and receive 
from them oflFerings of food and drink." This seems to have 
been the idea underlying the vefcva-ia of the ancients, and 
it can still be dimly recognized in the formalities and ceremonies 
of the Greek Church. 

A practice connected with these celebrations brings into 
relief the meaning which the Macedonian peasants uncon- 
sciously attach to the feasts of the dead. It shows how far 
they believe in the actual presence of the spirits of the 
departed at the banquets prepared for them. It is said that, 
if on going to bed on a Souls' Sabbath you place under your 
pillow a few grains of parboiled wheat taken from three 
diflFerent plates of those oflFered at church, you will dream 
something true. This superstition tallies with that part of the 
animistic doctrine according to which the ghosts of the dead 
appear to their surviving friends in dreams, a theory shared 
by many widely separated races.' How firmly the ancient 

^ Cp. analogoas practices in the islands of the Aegean, W. H. D. Bouse, 
* Folklore from the Southern Sporades ' in Folk'Lore, June 1899, pp. 180 — 181. 
* Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. n. pp. 30 — 43. 
» lb. vol. I. pp. 442 foil. 

A. F. U 
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Greeks and Romans held this superstition is shown by the 
dreams recorded in classical literature from Homer onwards.* 



Exhumation, 

Three years after burial the body is disinterred and, if 
found thoroughly decomposed, the bones are carefully washed 
with wine and placed in a linen bag, or a wooden box, labelled 
with the name of the deceased and the date of death. The 
receptacle of the remains is then deposited in a mortuary chapel 
or charnel-house, emphatically called cemetery (/coifirjTijpiov) 
that is "sleeping place"; the name " burial-ground *' {vexpo- 
Ta^elov) being applied to the graveyard. This performance 
is designated the " Lifting of the remains " CAva/coficB^ r&v 
Xeiyfrdvcop), 

Great importance is attributed to the appearance of the 
dead at the opening of the tomb. Complete dissolution is a 
certain proof that the soul of the deceased is at rest. The 
colour and odour of the bones are also critically observed, 
and a yellow redolent skeleton fills the relatives with the 
assurance that their dear departed is enjoying everlasting bliss 
"in the regions resplendent with light and flowers,"* as 
described by the Church in language which sounds not unlike 
an echo of the classic notions concerning 

the Elysian lawns, 
Where paced the Demigods of old. 

Nor is this a mere popular belief. The Church ofl&cially 
recognizes it, and a petition that the body may " be dissolved 
into its component elements " (ScdXvaov eh ra ef <Sv avvereOr)) 
forms an essential part of the burial service. It follows as 
a logical corollary that the partial or total absence of decom- 
position indicates the sinfulness and sad plight of the deceased. 
In that case the body is buried again either in the same or 
in a new grave, and special prayers are offered up for its 

^ Horn. II. zxiii. 59 foil.; Cio. Be Divinat i. 27, etc. 

2 *Ev T^iry ^wrcti' V, iv rbrt^ X^^PV is the expression in the Mass or Prayer for 
the Dead (imiwrifjLdffvvos 56;<rts). 
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speedy decay. It is especially held that this disaster overtakes 
those who committed suicide, or who died under a parent's 
curse,^ or under the ban of excommunication, or of a Bishop's 
anathema. This last cause of a soul's misery is expressly 
mentioned in the Mass for the Dead and is prayed against 
in the words " Unbind the curse, be it of priest or of arch- 
priest" {Kvaov KardpaVy eire Upeto^ etre apxt'CpeoD^), 

How great is the dread of an ecclesiastic's wrath can 
be realized from the following anecdote related to the writer 
as a "true story" by a person who entertained no doubts 
as to its authenticity. "Many years ago there was an 
Archbishop of Salonica who once in a moment of anger 
cursed a man of his diocese : " May the earth refuse to receive 
thee!" (17 7^9 va /jli] ae iexrfi). Years went by, and the 
Archbishop embraced Islam. Owing to his erudition and 
general ability, he was raised by the Mohammedans to the 
office of head Mullah. Meanwhile, the individual who had 
incurred the prelate's wrath died, and was buried in the 
usual fashion. Now it came to pass that when, at the 
expiration of three years, the tomb was opened, the inmate 
was found intact, just as if he had been buried the day before. 
Neither prayers nor oflferings availed to bring about the desired 
dissolution. He was inhumed once more; but three years 
later he was still found in the same condition. It was then 
recalled to mind by the widow that her late husband had 
been anathematized by the apostate Archbishop. She forthwith 
went to the ex-prelate and implored him to revoke the sen- 
tence. This dignitary promised to exert his influence, which 
it appears had not been diminished a whit by his apostasy; 
for once a bishop always a bishop. Having obtained the 
Pasha's permission, he repaired to the open tomb, knelt 
beside it, lifted up his hands and prayed for a few minutes. 
He had hardly risen to his feet when, wondrous to relate, 
the flesh of the corpse crumbled away from the bones, and 
the skeleton remained bare and clean as if it had never 
known pollution." 

^ On the terrible power ascribed by the Slavs to a parent's corse see Balston, 
Buman Folk-Tales, p. 358. 

14—2 
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In perfect agreement with the foregoing tradition is the 
account of an experiment, made at Constantinople in the 15th 
century by order of Mohammed the Conqueror, and recorded in 
a Byzantine chronicle recently published. According to this 
authority the first Sultan of Constantinople was distinguished 
as much by his liberal curiosity as by his prowess in the battle- 
field. He took an enlightened interest in the religion of the 
people whom he had conquered and delighted in enquiries 
concerning the mysteries of their faith. "Among other things," 
says the chronicler, "he was informed about excommunication, — 
namely that those who have died in sin and cursed by an 
Archbishop the earth dissolves not ; but they remain inflated 
like drums and black for a thousand years. At hearing this he 
marvelled greatly and enquired whether the Archbishops who 
have pronounced the excommunication can also revoke it. On 
being told that they can, he forthwith sent a message to 
the Patriarch bidding him find a person who had been long 
dead under the ban. The Patriarch and the clergy under him 
could not at first think of such an individual, and demanded a 
period of several days in which to find one. At last they 
recollected that a woman, a presbyter's wife, used once upon a 
time to walk in front of the church of the All-Blessed. She 
was a shameless wench and, owing to her personal charms, had 
had many lovers. Once, on being rebuked by the Patriarch, 
she falsely accused him of having had improper relations with 
her. The rumour spread, and some credited it, while others 
disbelieved it. The Patriarch, not knowing what to do, on a 
certain great festival pronounced a heavy sentence of excom- 
munication against the woman who slandered him. This was 
the woman of whom they bethought themselves ; for she had 
been long dead. On opening her grave they found her sound, 
not even the hair of her head having fallen off. She was black 
and swollen like a drum and altogether in a lamentable condition. 
They reported the fact to the Sultan, and he sent men of his 
own to inspect her. They were astonished at the sight and 
related to their master how they had found her. He thereupon 
sent other officials with his seal, who deposited the corpse in a 
chapel and sealed it. The Patriarch appointed a day on which 
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he intended to sing a special mass, when she would be taken 
out, and he also drew up a letter of forgiveness. The Sultan's 
messengers came on the appointed day and took her out. 
After divine service, the Patriarch standing with tears in his 
eyes read aloud the letter of forgiveness, and all at once, oh 
wonder ! while the Patriarch was reading the letter, the joints 
of her hands and feet began to dissolve, and those who stood 
close to the remains heard the noise. At the conclusion of the 
mass, they lifted the corpse and deposited it again in the 
chapel, which they sealed carefully. Three days later, when 
they came and broke the seals, they found her completely 
dissolved and in dust, and were astonished at the sight. They 
returned to their master and informed him of all they saw, and 
he on hearing their account marvelled greatly and believed 
that the faith of the Christians is a true faith." * 

The following occurrence, narrated by Csaplovics as an 
eyewitness and quoted by Mr Ralston, brings out more vividly 
the similarity between the Greek practice of exhumation and 
some customs prevailing among the Slavs : " A Slovene, whose 
mother had died, dug up the corpse of his father, collected his 
bones, washed them with red wine, tied them up in a clean 
white towel, placed the bundle on his mother's cofl&n, and then 
buried the remains of his two parents together." The writer 
goes on to remark that in Bulgaria also "it is said," "if no 
relative dies within the space of three years, the family tomb is 
opened, and any stranger who happens to expire is buried in 
it — a custom due to the lingering influence of the old idea, 
that the grave required a victim."* 

The opening of the tomb, the collecting, washing, and tying 
up of the bones witnessed among the Slovenes, and the period 
of three years observed by the Bulgarians, taken together, 
constitute a complete parallel to what happens in Macedonia, 

1 Eethesis Chronica, ed. by S. P. Lambros, Methuen and Co., 1902, pp. 36— 
38. The same story is quoted by Sir Bennell Bodd from Augastine Calmet's 
book on magic, and another similar tale is given on the aathority of Sir Paul 
Bioaut, British Ambassador at Constantinople during the latter part of the 
17th century. See The Cvstoms and Lore of Modem Greece, p. 193. 

^ Songs of the Russian People, p. 332. 
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and among the Greeks generally, as a regular, time-honoured, 
and officially recognized practice. Indeed, so general and 
prominent is the custom that there is hardly any burying 
ground which does not boast a " cemetery " in which the bones 
of past generations are preserved, neatly ranged on shelves, 
like so many deed-boxes in a solicitor's office. Visitors to the 
monasteries on Mount Athos, and other convents both in 
Macedonia and elsewhere in the Near East, are familiar with 
the crypts, the walls of which are covered with a multitude of 
skulls duly labelled, while the centre is often taken up by a 
miscellaneous heap of thigh-bones, ribs, and other minor con- 
stituents of human anatomy. The washing of the bones with 
wine and the depositing of them in a bag or box, to be kept for 
ever, are probably survivals of the ancient practice of extin- 
guishing the pyre with wine, collecting and washing the bones 
after cremation and then preserving them in a cinerary urn 
{KakTTLs:)} In connection with the significance attached to the 
state of the body in the grave, it is well to refer to a similar 
belief entertained by the Slavs : " The bodies of vampires, of 
wizards, and of witches, as well as those of outcasts from the 
Church, and of people cursed by their parents, are supposed not 
to decay in the grave, for ' moist mother-earth ' will not take 
them to herself."^ 

Before concluding these remarks on the burial-customs, it 
may be worth while to notice a practice which, though not 
confined to the Macedonians, is popular among them. The 
parings of the nails both of fingers and of toes are collected 
and put into a hole, that, in the resurrection of the dead, they 
may easily join the body again.' The Jews of Salonica also 
preserve the parings of their nails and are careful not to mislay 
them, for they must be buried with them. This custom is said 
to be due to the belief that on the Day of Judgment the nails 
will help the owner to dig his way out of the grave. The Russian 

1 See the Homeric funeral in Hi xzni, 236 foU. The bones of Patroklos are 
there pot in a golden urn or bowl (iv xpwixi <tn6.\td) and folded up in fat (d^xXa/cc 
d)7^) of the sacrificial victims. 

^ Balston, Songs of the Russian People ^ p. 412. 

• A. A. Tovalovt *'H ifarA to EaTYotiy Xcopay p. 76.. 
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peasants also place the parings of a dead person's nails along 
with the body in the grave, in the belief that the soul has to 
climb a steep hill-side in order to reach the heavenly Paradise 
situated on the summit of a hill.^ The Jewish habit, however, 
may be explained as being due to the fear lest these cuttings 
should fall into the hands of an enemy who might do a mischief 
to the owner by means of magic— a consideration which induces 
the Parsis to have their cut hair and nails buried with them," 
and other races to hide them in various ways.' But the first 
explanation seems to be the more correct one, as the same custom 
exists among the Turks who ieep the parings of their nails " in 
the belief that they will be needed at the resurrection."* 

The Wild Boar Superstition, 

In the district of Melenik I met with a superstition which 
presents some of the features of the world-wide belief in the 
power possessed by certain individuals to transform themselves 
into wild beasts, such as lions, leopards, hyaenas, or wolves. 
The "were-wolf" of English and the "loup-garou" of French folk- 
lore find in the Macedonian " wild-boar" (dypioyovpovvo) a not 
unworthy cousin. The belief, though not quite so general at 
present as it used to be, cannot be considered extinct yet. 
According to it, Turks, who have led a particularly wicked life, 
when at the point of death, turn into wild boars, and the ring 
worn by the man on his finger is retained oti one of tihe boar's 
forefeet. The metamorphosis takes place as follows : the sinner 
first begins to grunt like a pig (apx^'Vaec vk fioir/Kpi^rj), he then 
falls on all fours {TeTpanroU^ei)^ and finally rushes out of the 
house grunting wildly and leaping over hedges, ditches, and 
rivers until he has reached the open country. At night he 
visits the bouses of his friends, and more especially those of his 

^ Balston, iSfan^« o/ t/ie ihiman People, p. 109. 

2 Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. p. 116. 

8 J. G. Frazer, The Oolden Bough, vol. i. pp. 382 foil. 

* The People of Turkey ^ by a Consol's daughter and wife, quoted in 
J. G. Frazer, The Oolden Bough, vol. tr p. 885, . Mr Frazer discusses the whole 
subject of hair and nail superstitions at great length.. R. pp. 368 foil. 
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foes, and knocks at their doors for admittance. He chases with 
evil intent all those whom he meets in the way, and generally 
makes himself disagreeable. This he continues doing for forty 
days, and at the end of that period he betakes himself to the 
mountains, where he abides as a wild beast. 

The ring noticed above reminds one forcibly of the ear-ring 
worn by the tribe of Budas in Abyssinia, a tribe much addicted 
to turning into hyaenas. It is said that this ornament has 
been seen "in the ears of hyaenas shot in traps," and it has 
been suggested that it is put there by the Budas in order " to 
encourage a profitable superstition."^ It is not unlikely that in 
the case of the Macedonia boar also the ring might be traced to 
a similar origin. 

This superstition is closely related to a Slav belief, quoted 
as an instance of metempsychosis. The Bulgarians hold that 
Turks who have never eaten pork in life will become wild boars 
after death. It is related that a party assembled to feast on a 
boar was compelled to throw it all away, " for the meat jumped 
oflf the spit into the fire, and a piece of cotton wafe found in the 
ears, which the wise man decided to be a piece of the d-devarvb 
Turk's turban."* 

The Bulgarian superstition is practically the same as that 
of the Melenikiote peasantry, but the latter presents the curious 
point that the transformation of the Turk into a boar is supposed 
to occur before death and to be gradual. This peculiarity seems 
to identify it rather with a process of metamorphosis than of 
metempsychosis, especially as the doctrine of transmigration is 
so rarely found in Christian countries. This belief concerning 
the future state of the Turks is one of several superstitions held 
by other races both geographically and ethnologically allied to 
the Macedonians. The Albanians believe in some strange 
beings which they call liougat or liouvgat, defined by Hahn as 
" Dead Turks, with huge nails, who wrapped up in their winding 
sheets devour whatever they find and throttle men."' 



^ Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. i. p. 311. 
2 16. vol. n. pp. 16 foU. 
8 Stud. Alb. I. p. 16. 
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Akin both to the above superstition and to those that 
follow is the Wallachian belief in a being called priccolitsch 
and described as " a man who wanders by night in the shape of 
a dog over the fields and commons and even villages, and as he 
passes kills by touching horses, cows, sheep, pigs, goats and 
other animals, and derives from them a vitality which makes 
him look always healthy."^ 



Vampire. 

A short step from the strange beliefs recorded in the last 
chapter brings us to the equally strange, though better known, 
superstition concerning the vampire. The name given to this 
hideous monster in Macedonia is, generally speaking, the same 
as that by which it is known in some parts of Greece proper ; 
but its form is slightly modified in various districts. Thus at 
Melenik (North-East) it is called Vrykolakas (o ^pvKoXaxa^ 
or TO fiovp/co\d/cc)i or Vampyras (o fidfi7rvpa<;) ; whereas at 
Kataphygi (South- West) it appears as Vroukolakas, or Vompiras, 
the latter form being also used as a term of abuse. The name 
has been variously derived by philologists, some holding that it 
comes from the ancient Greek fiopfioXv/ceiov, a hobgoblin. This 
is the view of some modem Greek scholars, followed by Hahn. 
Others, like Bemhard Schmidt,* more plausibly assign to it a 
Slavonic origin.' 

The Macedonian Vrykolakas is conceived of as an animated 
corpse throttling people and sucking the blood of men and 
beasts, or damaging household utensils, ploughs, etc. He is 
described as being in personal appearance like a bull-skin full 
of blood, with a pair of eyes on one side, gleaming like live 

^ Sdhott, Walachische Mdrehent p. 298. On this and the following 
superstitions see also Tozer, Researches in the Highlands of Turkey, vol. n. 
pp. 80 foU. 

3 Das Volkslehen der Neugriechen, p. 159. 

> The foUowing are some of the Slavonic forms of the name : ulkodlak 
(Bohemian), vukodlak (Servian), vrholak (Bulgarian). The Albanians call it 
vurvulak, and the Turks vurkolak. The form pdfiTipas or p6fAiripas also may be 
compared with the Russian vampir or upuir (ano. upir), and the Polish iipior. 
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coals in the dark/ The Maxjedonian, and the modem Greek 
Vrykolakas generally, agrees in his attributes with the Slavonic 
creature of the same name, and with the ghouls of the Arabicm 
Nights, Like them it is imagined as being a corpse imbued 
with a kind of half-life, and actuated by murderous impulses 
and by an unquenchable thirst for blood. This conception does 
not differ materially from the kindred beliefs of the Scandinavians 
and Icelanders, yet on the whole it is nearer to the Slavonic 
than to any other version of the vampire superstition. But we 
need not, therefore, conclude that the modem Greeks have 
borrowed much more than the name from their Slav neighbours. 
The superstition is closely related to the lycanthropy and to the 
belief in spectres of the ancient Greeks, and the fact that in the 
Greek islands it is known by other and purely Hellenic names* 
goes far to prove that the idea has originated among the Greeks 
independently, though those of the mainland who have come 
into contact with the Slavs may, in adopting the Slav name, 
have also modified thefr own views and custopas respecting the 
vampire in harmony with those of their neighbours. 

The accordance between the Greek and the Slavonic con- 
ceptions of the vampire is nowhere more apparent than in 
Macedonia, a province which for many centuries past has been 
the meeting point of Slav and Hellene. It is believed that a 
dead person turns into a vampfre (ffpv/coXaKvd^ec),^ first, if at 
the unearthing of the body the latter is found undecayed and 
turned face downwards. In such an emergency the relatives of 
the deceased have recourse to a ceremony which fills the 
beholder with sickening horror. I was creditably informed of 
a case of this description occurring not long ago at AUstrati, 
one of the principal villages between Serres. and Drama. 
Someone was suspected of having turned into a vampire. The 
corpse was taken out of the grave, was scalded with boiling oil, 

^ It wiU be seen from this that Mr Tylor*8 description of the Vr^^kolakas .as 
** a man who falls into a cataleptic state, while his seal inters a wolf and goes 
ravening for blood " (Prim, Cult, vol. ju p. 313) is scarcely accurate, 

. ^ KaraxoLvaSt in Crete a^nd Rhodes ; AvatKaOoiffuyos, in Tenos; aapiaoMdvoi, in 
Cyprus. 

^ j3pitfco\diaa<re/:iB said in jest of one who cannot sleep of nights.I 
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and was pierced through the navel with a long nail. Then the 
tomb was covered in, and millet was scattered over it, that, if 
the vampire came out again, he might waste his time in 
picking up the grains of millet and be thus overtaken by dawn. 
For the usual period of their wanderings is from about two 
hours before midnight till the first crowing of the morning 
cock. At the sound of which "fearful summons" the Vrykolakas, 
like the Gaelic sithche, or fairy, vanishes into his subterranean 
abode.^ 

Another cause leading to the transformation of a human 
being into a Vrykolakas is the leaping of a cat over the corpse 
while lying in state. To guard against such an accident the 
body is watched all night by relatives and friends, who consider 
it a deed " good for their own souls " (yl^vxifco) to wake by the 
dead. If, despite their watchfulness, a cat does jump across 
the body, the latter is immediately pierced with two big " sack- 
needles" (aaKfcoppd<f>aL<:) in order to prevent the dread calamity. 
The visits of a vampire are further gus^rded against by scattering 
mustard seed* over the tiles of the roof, or by barricading the 
door with brambles and thorn-bushes. 

The superstition regarding the leaping of the cat is shared 

^ Tournefort, the eighteenth century French traveller, narrates a similar 
occurrence ¥?hich he witnessed in the island of Mjconos. The body in that 
case was not simply scalded, but actually burnt to ashes. Voyage to the Levant, 
Eng. Tr. i. pp. 103 foil., in Tozer, Researches in the Highlands of Turkey, 
vol. n. pp. 92 foil. See also Leake, Travels in Northern Greece, vol. i. p. 492 ; 
vol rv. p. 216. 

^ The mustard, like the millet mentioned already, is intended to make the 
Vrykolakas waste his time in counting. The same fatal weakness for arithmetic 
seems to beset the Ealikantzari of Southern Greece. If a sieve is handed to one, 
he will set to work to count the holes, as though his life depended on it. As 
his mathematics do not go beyond the figure two, he is overtaken by morning. 
The Italians use a similar antidote on the Eve of St John's Day, whe^ they 
carry about an onion-flower or a red carnation. This flower is meant for the 
witches, who are believed to be abroad on that evening. When it is given 
to them, they begin to count the petals, and long before they have accomplished 
this feat you are out of their reach. See Sir BenneU Bodd, The Customs and Lore 
of Modem Greece, p. 201. In America also a sieve placed under the door-step^, 
or hung over the door, keeps the witches out of the house, for they cannot enter 
until they have counted, or even crawled through, every hole : Memoirs of the 
American Folk-Lore Society, vol. vn. p. 16. 



220 McLcedonian Folklore 

by both Servians and Bulgarians, for which reason a corpse is 
always carefully watched while it is in the cottage before the 
funeral. But the Slavonic races go even further than the 
Greeks : " In some places the jumping of a boy over the corpse 
is considered as fatal as that of a cat. The flight of a bird 
above the body may also be attended by the same terrible 
result ; and so may — in the Ukraine — the mere breath of the 
wind from the Steppe." ^ This belief survives in the northern 
counties of England, although its explanation has been long 
forgotten. If a cat or dog pass over a corpse, the animal must 
be killed at once.* 

The piercing of the corpse is also a practice well-known to 
the Slavs. In Russia they drive a stake through it, and in 
Servia, after having pierced it with a white-thorn stake, they 
commit it to the flames.* Likewise in Iceland, we are told, in 
order to prevent a dead person from "going again" needles or 
pointed spikes should be driven into the soles of his feet. The 
same end would be attained by driving nails into the tomb 
during high-mass, between the reading of the Epistle and 
the Gospel* With the scattering of millet or mustard-seed 
in order to obstruct the vampire's progress may be compared 
the funeral practice of the Pomeranians, who on "returning 
from the churchyard leave behind the straw from the hearse, 
that the wandering soul may rest there, and not come back 
so far as home." ^ Also the Russian custom of the widow, who, 
affcer the body is carried out, "strews oats over the ground 
traversed by the funeral procession."* 

With the blood-sucking Vrykolakas is somewhat distantly 
connected the murony of the Wallachs, which has also the 

^ Balaton, Songs of the Russian People^ p. 412. 

2 Henderson, Folk-Lore of the Northern Counties of England, p. 43, in 
Ralston, Russian Folk-Tales, p. 323, n. 2 ; Tozer, Researches in the Highlands 
of Turkey, vol. n. p. 84, n. 10. 

' Balston, Songs of the Russian People, p. 413. It is with a like intent that 
the negroes of America sometimes drive a stake through a grave, as soon as one 
is buried. Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. vn. p. 15. 

* Islenzkar YJ(^iSsdgur, i. 224, 3—7. 

• Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. ii. p. 27. 
« 16. p. 318. 
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power of assuming many shapes, such as that of a cat, frog, 
flea, or spider. 

In addition to the ordinary Vrykolakas who delights in 
human blood, the Macedonians believe in the existence of a 
Vrykolakas of sheep and cattle. He is represented as riding 
on their shoulders, sucking their blood, and killing them. 
Quacks, especially Mohammedan dervishes, profess to have the 
power of exterminating these inferior vampires, whence they 
are known as " vampire-killers," and go about ostentatiously 
parading an iron rod ending in a sharp point (shish), or a long 
stick armed with a small axe on the top. 

People bom on a Saturday (hence called la^^ariavol or 
Sabbatarians) are believed to enjoy the doubtful privilege of 
seeing ghosts and phantasms, and of possessing great influence 
over vampires. A native of Sochos assured the writer that such 
a one was known to have lured a Vrykolakas into a barn and 
to have set him to count the grains of a heap of millet. While 
the demon was thus engaged, the Sabbatarian attacked him 
and succeeded in nailing him to the wall. The story presents 
several points of interest. First, the nailing of an evil being to 
a wall is a notion familiar to the Macedonian mind. It may 
even be found embodied in folk-songs. Some children's rhymes, 
which I heard from a girl of the same village, began with the 
words: 

Xroi'x^eio 7rapa%6i»/x6i/o, 

'2 TOV TOIXO fCap(f>a)fJL€VO. 

thou Ghost buried 
And to the wall nailed ! 

This notion is closely connected with the ancient Roman 
practice of warding oflf evil by driving a nail into a wall, and 
the kindred superstitions still prevalent among the peasants of 
European countries.* The Macedonian belief may be regarded 
as more primitive than any of these parallels ; for it is based 
on the idea that personal and, so to speak, substantial spirits 
can thus be transfixed ; not only abstract calamities. Another 
interesting point offered by the above tale is the belief in the 

1 For iUuBtrations see J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, vol. in. pp. 33 foil. 
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exceptional endowment of people bom at a certain time. With 
this superstition may be compared the one mentioned by 
Mr Andrew Lang as prevailing in Scotland, — namely, "that 
children born between midnight and one o'clock will be 
second-sighted/'* Furthermore, as Saturday — the birthday of 
the Macedonian Sabbatarians — is the seventh day of the week, 
these favoured mortals may claim kinship with the seventh 
sons, who among ourselves are credited with the faculty of 
curing diseases by the touch, and the like.^ In this connection 
it may also be noted that a firstborn child is in Macedonia 
supposed to possess supernatural powers over a hail-storm. If 
such a child swallows a few grains of hail, the storm will im- 
mediately cease. 

At Liakkovikia it is held that the Sabbatarian owes his 
power to a little dog, which follows him every evening and 
drives away the Vrykolakas. It is further said that the Sabba- 
tarian on those occasions is invisible to all but the little dog.' 
Perhaps it would not be a mistake to explain the little dog as 
representing the " Fetch " or natal spirit of the Sabbatarian, a 
spirit which to this day is fond of assuming a canine form in 
Iceland.* 

^ Cock Lane and Common Sense, p. 238 ; cp. the Amerioan superstition that 
*' a person born on Halloween is said to be possessed of evil spirits'* (Memoirs 
of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. iv. p. 149), and that "those born with a 
caul over the face can see ghosts," 16. vol. vii. p. 22. 

2 For several curious instances of this belief in England see The Book of 
Days, vol. i. pp. 166 foil. 

^ A. A. Towrlov, *'H Kara rb lldyyoLov Xc6pa,' p. 75. 

* The northern term *• Fylgja " has two meanings : after-birth and fetch, 
which was believed to inhabit the after-birth. It generally assumed the shape 
of some animal : birds, flying dragons, bears, horses, oxen, he-goats, wolves, 
foxes; but in modern times in Iceland its favourite guise is that of a dog. 
This spirit followed through life every man of woman born. See Islenzkar 
^^sogur, I. 854 — 357; Finn Magniisson, Eddalaeren, iv. 35 foil. For this 
note I am indebted to the kindness of my friend Mr Eirikr Magniisson, of 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 



CHAPTER XTIL 

SPIRITS AND SPELLS. 

Diseases of men and beasts are often regarded as evil 
spirits to be expelled by means of incantations, prayers, and 
other rites analogous to those practised against the Evil Eye.^ 
In this belief the Macedonian peasants are not singular. It is 
a belief chiefly prevailing among races in the lowest stage of 
culture and thought, but surviving in many forms among 
peoples which have long out-grown that early state. The 
Russian peasant, for instance, maintains the same attitude 
as the Macedonian and endeavours to drive away disease " by 
purification with fire and water, and so the popular practice of 
physic is founded on a theory of fumigations, washings, and 
sprinklings attended by exorcisms of various kinds."' 

At Nigrita, in Southern Macedonia, I had an opportunity 
of witnessing a ceremony of this description — a Benediction of 
Beasts. The cattle of the district had been attacked by a 
disease which was, as a matter of course, set down to the agency 
of the Evil One. The jpeople, therefore, resolved to have it 
exorcised. On a Saturday evening the town-crier {ScaXaXrjTi]^, 
Turk, dellal) proclaimed that the cattle affected should be 
driven next morning to the enclosure of the church. On the 
morrow many head of cattle of all ages and complexions, and of 
both sexes, congregated in the churchyard, awaiting the special 
ceremony, which was to be performed for their benefit. When 
the ordinary Sunday service was over, the priest came out and, 
with the hand of St Dionysios, the patron saint of the village, 

^ V. suprat P* 1^3. 

2 Ralston, Songs of the Russian People, pp. 379 foil. 
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before him, read the customary prayer, recommending each 
particular ox, cow, and calf by name to the mercy of Heaven. 
At the mention of the bovine names — such as Black, Red, 
Dapple, Moraite, etc., — the officiator was so strongly moved by 
the humour of the situation that he could hardly refrain from 
bursting into laughter — an emotion in which some of the 
farmers themselves were not disinclined to join. But, though 
far from blind to the ludicrous side of the aflfair, they were too 
much in earnest about their cattle to interrupt the rite.* 

Another method of delivering suffering cattle from an evil 
spirit is the following. A dervish, or Mohammedan mendicant 
friar, is called, and he draws a circle round the aflSicted herd, 
uttering the while some mystic words, or pure gibberish, in an 
undertone. He then proceeds to cast amid the close-gathered 
cattle a charm consisting of a verse of the Koran sewed up in 
leather {nuska). The animal hit by the nuska is the one 
harbouring the evil spirit. The nuska is, therefore, hung round 
its neck. In the case of sheep, they are likewise circumscribed 
with a magic circle, but the nuska, instead of being thrown 
at random, is forthwith suspended from the neck of the leader 
of the flock. 

In the same district I came across several instances of people 
who attributed their physical ailments to the malignity of the 
" Spirits of the Air " (AyepvKo).^ An old woman was complain- 
ing to me of a chronic low fever. I naturally asked her whether 
she had consulted a physician. "What can physicians do?" 
she answered, peevishly, "it is an Ayeriko, and physic avails 
nothing against it." 

The marshes and fens which stretch unchecked over the 
valley of the Struma, where the village is situated, are the 
prolific nurseries of malaria and other disorders alike fatal to 

1 Gp. similar religious services performed on St Anthony's Day in Boman 
Catholic countries. The Book of Days, vol. i. p. 126. 

3 The Turks also regard diseases as coming '' from the air " (hawadan) and 
to be cured with a nuska containing a verse of the Koran. This prescription is 
either worn round the neck as a phylactery, or is burned and the patient is 
fumigated with the smoke thereof, or, still better, it is washed in a bowl of water 
which is afterwards drunk by the patient. See *'H K^jvcTavrivovToXis' by 
Searlatos D. Byzantios, vol. i. p. 94. 
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bipeds and to quadrupeds. But the people are firmly convinced 
that these things have nothing to do with the disease, which 
can have none but a supernatural origin — a belief corresponding 
to the superstition known throughout Northern Europe as elle- 
skiod, elle-vild, and in some parts of England as elf-shot. 

Women belated on the road are sometimes seized with 
sudden terror, which results in temporary loss of speech, moping 
madness, or malignant ague. These ailments, too, are promptly 
set down to the invisible agency of an Ayeriko.^ Recourse is 
immediately had to some renowned dervish or khodja (Moham- 
medan religious minister) of the neighbourhood, who pretends 
to trace the evil to its source, and to discover the exact spot 
where the attack occurred. That part of the road is sprinkled 
with petmeZy or boiled grape-juice, on three consecutive nights, 
that the ** Spirit's temper may be sweetened " (76a va ryXvKaO'Q 
r ^AyepLKo), 

It should be observed that the Mohammedan ministers and 
monks enjoy a far higher reputation as wielders of magical 
powers than their Christian confreres. Likewise the most 
famous fortune-tellers of either sex belong to the Moham- 
medan persuasion. This is partly due to the fact that the 
Mohammedans, being as a rule far more ignorant than their 
Christian neighbours, are more strongly addicted to superstitious 
belief and practice ; but it may also arise from the universal 
tendency to credit an intellectually inferior race with greater 
proficiency in the black arts.^ 

The dervishes, however, have formidable competitors in old 
Gipsy women, and other hags, suspected of intimate relations 
with the powers of darkness, and propitiated with presents 
accordingly. To these sorceresses {fxatarpaL^) the peasants 

^ Cp. ihe^ ancient Greek belief that a trance or spiritual ecstasy was dae to 
the Nymphs, a belief vividly illustrated by the words of Socrates : ** Verily the 
place seems to be god-haunted. Therefore, if in the course of our discourse 
I often chance to become entranced (I'v/t^oXi/irros, lit. caught by nymphs), wonder 
thou not." Plat. Phaedr. 238 d. The Latin epithet lymphaticust frantic, panic- 
struck, crazy, also embodies the same idea and accurately describes the symptoms 
attributed to the agency of the Ayeriko by the Macedonians. 

^ For illustrations of this principle see Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. 
pp. 113 foil. 

▲. F. 15 
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often have recourse for the recovery of lost and for the cure 
of ailing cattle, as well as for the interpretation of dreams.^ 
Also people who believe themselves to be under the influence 
of an enemy's witchery (fjudyeia) go to these sibyls for a counter- 
charm in order to break the first. Their concoctions (madjoon) 
are likewise supposed to remove barrenness, to restore youth 
and beauty, and to work many other wonderful effects. Their 
methods can best be illustrated by a personal experience. 

An old Gipsy woman at a fair at Petritz, after having told 
the writer his fortune, by looking upon a shell, assured him 
that he was the victim of an enemy's curse, and that she had 
the means of defeating its operation. It appears that " when I 
was leaving my country, a woman and her daughter had cast 
dust after me and pronounced a spell." The " casting of dust " 
as an accompaniment of an anathema, by the way, is a well- 
known practice of Hindoo witches. The Prophetess then 
taking me aside offered to supply me, for a consideration, 
with a liquid which I ought to make my enemies drink or 
to pour outside their door. 

These hags provide young people with various philtres which 
sometimes are less innocent than pure water. But lovers need 
not always resort to a professional magician. There are a few 
recipes familiar to most of those who have ever suffered from 
an unrequited passion. One of the most popular philtres is to 

^ There is little originality in the dreams of the modem Greeks or in their 
interpretation. Some of them are interpreted symbolically, e.g. to dream of an 
ugly old hag forebodes illness ; a serpent indicates an enemy ; raw (indigestible) 
meat signifies troable. Very often dreams among the Greeks, and in these 
remarks I include the Greeks of Macedonia, are interpreted just as among the 
Zulus, the Maoris and others, on the principle of contraries, e.g. if you dream 
that you are the possessor of a hoard of gold pieces, you are destined to die 
a pauper. Lice, which so often go with extreme poverty, on the other hand, 
are regarded as omens of wealth. The ancient rule that * ' he who dreams he 
hath lost a tooth shall lose a friend*' still holds its place in modern Greek 
oneiromancy as it does in the chap-books of modern Europe. See Tylor, 
Primitive Culture, vol. i. pp. 122 foil. The dreams concerning treasure-trove 
are governed by the same law of secrecy as in Southern Greece. A breach 
of this rule involves the transformation of the treasure into coals. Cp. 
W. H. D. Rouse, * Folk-lore from the Southern Sporades,' in Folk-Lore, 
June 1899, p. 182. The dream of Saturday night must come true before 
Sunday noon. 
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le obtained by the following simple but eflScacious method: 
Take three live fishes and place them in a row upon a gridiron 
over the fire. While the fishes are broiling, hit them in turns 
with two small sticks, repeating this incantation : 

"As these fishes are panting, even so may the maiden whom 
I love pant with longing" ("Otto)? Xaxrapovv aira tcL ylrdpia 
era I vd \ay(Tapriari k t) veid it drfairS)). 

When they are thoroughly charred, pound them in a mortar 
and reduce them to fine powder, out of which concoct a potion 
and then endeavour to make the maid drink of it. 

Folk- Medicine, 

Besides the oflBcial operations, which are performed by the 
recognized ministers of the Crescent and of the Cross, the 
peasantry have recourse to a good many expedients on their own 
account. An amateur method of curing mild complaints, such 
as swollen glands and the like, is to write an exorcism — any 
passage from the Bible will do — upon the patient*s cheek or 
neck. 

At Cavalla I was shown an old manuscript of the New 
Testament. It seemed to have been used a great deal. To 
my comment to that effect, my hostess eagerly replied : 

" Oh yes, we have been lending it out a lot." 

" It is a pity so many pages have been torn out," I remarked. 

" That couldn't be helped. You can't use the leaves, unless 
you tear them out," was her naive answer, and it enlightened 
me on the meaning of the word "use." The leaves of the 
manuscript were used as the leaves of the lemon -tree are used 
for medicinal purposes, that is, by soaking them in water, and 
then washing the ailing part with the juice thereof, or drinking 

the latter 

Like him that took the doctor's bill, 
And swallowed it instead o' th' pill.^ 

The charm of the red and white thread used in Spring has 
already been mentioned. It should be added here that the 

1 Hudibrat, Part I, Canto I. 

15—2 
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same amulet is considered highly efficacious agaiDst agues, 
fevers, and sun-strokes. The practice is also very common 
among the Russians who sometimes use merely a knotted 
thread, sometimes a skein of red wool wound about the arms and 
legs, or nine skeins fastened round a child's neck, as a preserva- 
tive against scarlatina.* The efficacy of these tied or knotted 
amulets depends to a great extent upon the magical force 
of their knots.^ This is illustrated by the very important part 
played by the 'binding' and 'loosing' processes in popular magic, 
and by the prominence given to these knots in the marriage 
ceremonies of the Macedonian peasantry described elsewhere. 
Another point relating to this amulet and deserving attention 
is the fact that in Macedonia it is especially used during the 
month of March, that is in early spring. This circumstance 
connects it with the other springtide observances dealt with in 
a previous chapter, and particularly with the children's Feast of 
the Rousa, the object of which it is to ward off scarlatina.' 

A practice not confined to young people is resorted to by all 
those who suffer from the irritating little red pimples, which 
burst forth upon the skin in the dog-days of a southern summer. 
These pimples are known as hararet at Melenik ; elsewhere as 
iporaihia. Relief from them is sought in a very queer fashion: 
the sufferer, male or female, repairs before sunrise to a lonely 
spot, where there is a quince-tree, and, standing naked beneath 
its boughs, pronounces three times the following formula : 

"I want a man and want him at once!" ("Ai/rpa deXto, rcopa 
Tov de\(o) — a phrase which has passed into proverb, applied to 
people who will brook no delay. 

Then they pick up their clothes and walk off forty paces, 
without looking back. Having reached that point, they stop 
and dress. This must be done three days in succession.* 

^ Balston, Songs of the Rvssian People^ p. 388. 

2 On the subject of * Knots as amulets ' see J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bought 
vol. I. pp. 398 foil. 

8 V. supruy pp. 40 — 42. 

* The formula employed seems to suggest that the ceremony was at one time 
confined to women alone. In that case the custom can be connected with 
numerous similar customs prevalent in various countries and explained as owing 
their origin to ''the belief of the fertilising power of the tree spirit." For 
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The mystic "forty paces" reappear in a recipe against no 
less an ill than lightning. It is believed that if one struck by 
lightning is immediately removed from the spot, where the 
accident befell him, to the prescribed distance, he will recover. 

At Cavalla I came across a cure of rheumatism by the 
sand-bath. There is a spot a little way from the beach, to 
the east of the town, remarkable for its light colour. It is 
a patch of fine yellowish sand which looks very much as though 
it once was the bed of a salt pond, whose waters have been 
evaporated by the sun. A local legend, however, ascribes to it 
a miraculous origin. 

In olden times, it is said, there was a shepherd who had a 
flock of beautiful white sheep. He once made a vow to sacrifice 
one of his sheep, but he failed to fulfil it.* The gods in their 
wrath waited for an opportunity of punishing him, and this 
soon offered itself. One fine afternoon, as the shepherd stood 
on that spot, tending his beautiful white sheep, a monstrous 
wave rose out of the sea and swallowed up both shepherd and 
flock. The spot has ever since remained white, and the flock 
were transformed into fleecy white wavelets, hence called "sheep" 
(Trpo/Sara).^ 

The spot is now known as the "White Sand*' (called "Kairpo^ 
"A/i/A09 by the Greeks, Bias koom by the Turks) and is supposed 
to possess healing virtues. People suffering from rheumatism 
and paralysis are cured if on three successive days they go there 
and bury themselves up to the waist in the sand. In fact 
" White Sand " of Cavalla is quite a fashionable health resort, 
especially among the Turks of the town and environs.' 



illastrations see J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, vol. i. p. 195. On the other 
hand, viewed as a cure, it may be compared with the widely-spread practice of 
transferring ills to trees discussed by Mr Frazer, vol. in. pp. 26 foil. The 
injunction against looking back finds many parallels among the cases cited by 
Mr Frazer. 

^ The faithless shepherd appears in a Spanish story. The promise of a lamtK 
is there made to March, who revenges himself afterwards by borrowing three 
days from April, see B. Inwards, Weather Lore, p. 27. 

a Our " white horses." 

s Cp. Mr Tozer*s account of the same method as practised on Mount Athos, 
Researches in the Highlands of Turkey, vol. i. p. 75. 
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The cure recommended by the folk-physician for the bite of a 
mad dog is to apply to the wound a tuft of hair cut off from the 
dog that bit you. This is a relic of the ancient and once world-wide 
homoeopathic doctrine, according to which the cause that produced 
the harm can also effect its cure {similia similihus curantur). 
It is mentioned in the Scandinavian Edda "Dog's hair heals 
dog's bite," and it also survives in the English expression "a hair 
of the dog that bit you," although its original meaning is no 
longer remembered.^ A bleeding of the nose is stopped by a 
large key placed on the nape of the sufferer's neck.^ In Russia 
the sufferer grasps a key in each hand, or the blood is allowed 
to drop through the aperture of a locked padlock — a practice 
connected by mythologists with the worship of Perun the 
Thunder-God.' The key cure is not unknown in this country 
also.* 

A small wart, which sometimes appears on the lower eyelid 
and which, from its shape, is known as a * little grain of barley ' 
(/cpi0apd/cL or /cpL0apLTaa), is cured if someone bearing a rare 
name barks at it like a dog.*^ 

Nothing shows more clearly how strong and general is the 
conviction that physical ailments are due to non-physical causes 
than the fact that in systematic treatises on folk-medicine 
among the prescribed remedies are frequently included prayers 
and spells. The following are examples, literally translated 
from a tattered old MS. which I obtained in Macedonia. 

Useful Medical Treatise.^ 

The above is the modest title of the MS. which is dateless, 
nameless, and endless. So far as the writing is a criterion of 
age, the document seems to be the work of an eighteenth 

^ Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. l p. 84. 

2 The same cure is used in America, see Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore 
Society^ vol. rv. p. 99. 

3 Balston, ^ongs of the Russian People^ p. 96. 

^ For ''superstitions about diseases" and folk medicine generally in England, 
see The Book of DaySy vol. i. p. 732. 

'^ A. A. TovffLoVf ' 'H icarA t6 Udyyaioy X(6pa,' p. 76. 
^ For the original Greek see Appendix III. 
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century scribe, whose identity, however, in the absence of direct 
evidence, must remain a problem unsolved and insoluble. But 
judging by certain points of similarity between the hand of the 
present and that of another MS. of a similar nature, bound in 
the same volume, I am inclined to attribute it to the author of 
the latter, who reveals his name in an apologetic note appended, 
by way of postface, at the end of his work: "Hand of 
Constantino Rizioti, by trade a physician. If aught be wrong 
in the book, set it right, and grant your forgiveness to me, as to 
one who is ignorant of the science of his own trade. Besides, 
I was a beginner when I wrote it." ^ 

The MS. begins with a recipe for sleeplessness. Says the 
author : 

1. "He who wishes to watch and not feel sleepy : there is a bird 
named sparrow ; of this bird the eyes, and the eyes of the crab, and of the 
IhlanJc] likewise, wrap them up in white linen and tie them to his right 
arm, and he shall not be sleepy." 

This is followed by prescriptions, more or less unconventional, 
for tooth-cleaning, toothache, wounds, stomach-ache (lit. soul- 
ache),^ pains in the abdomen, childbirth, headache ; for driving 
away caterpillars from a garden ; for pain in a man's body ; and 
for thirst. 

The caterpillar remedy is characteristic and deserves re- 
production : 

9. " For the chasing of caterpillars : take 3 caterpillars from the garden, 
take also fire [?] and fumigate the garden or park, and they wiU go away." 

Next comes another prescription for toothache : 

12. " In the event of pain in the teeth make this sign, and plant the 
knife before the aching tooth, and say the * Our Father,' and the sufferer 
must say the * Kyrie eleison.' And when the pain is gone from the first 
tooth, let him put it in the second, likewise in the third, and, by the grace 
of God, he will be cured." 



^ X^lp Ktavaravrlvov ptfi6rf koX TTjy r^vriv iaT/)o[C]* Koi ijTi <r0oXep*' etirraraL 
dpObcare a&rb km ffvYyv(b[fArif] fiot, btap-fifrar at' ws dfiaOcTs (nrdpxfay rrfs IdeLas 
T^VTjs "Hiv 4iri(rHiiJ.rfv ' afw. 5i Kal dpxtuos [ = dpxdpios] clfd &r€ t6 Ihfpaffta, 

^ ypvxbvovos. 
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There follow recipes for pains in the belly, pains internal 
and external, and for vomiting. To these ensues the heading 
" For loosing a man who is bound or a woman, write: " but the 
prescription does not actually occur till later. Instead of it, we 
here get two recipes for ague : 

17. " In the event of ague-fever : write upon an apple or pear : * Holy 
Angel, chosen of our Lord Jesus Christ, who presidest over ague and fever 
secondary [?], tertian, quartan, and quotidian, break off the ague-fever from 
the servant of God So-and-So, in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost." 

18. " In the event of fever quotidian and tertian : pound green sow- 
thistle, mix it with blessed water of the Holy Epiphany ; spread it well, 
and water it, and write on the first day at sunrise upon his right shoulder 

* Christ is bom ' ; on the second day [likewise] ; also write upon an apple 
the Trisagion and the * Stand we fairly,'^ and let him eat it fasting." 

After these come recipes for preventing the generation of 
lice, for knife-thrusts, for hemorrhage, and several other 
commonplace complaints, which are followed by the prescrip- 
tion : 

23. "For loosing a man who is bound :^ take a knife that has 
committed murder, and, when the person who is bound goes to bed, let 
him place the knife between his legs, and go to sleep. And when he 
awakes, let him utter these words : *A8 this knife has proved capable of 
committing murder, that is to say, of killing a man, even so may mine own 
body prove capable of lying with my wife ; and he forthwith lies with his 
wifa" 

24. "When one disowns his wedded wife coeatque cum scorto, take 
stercus uxoris simile stercoris scorti and therewith fumigate the man's clothes 
secretly, and he will straightway conceive an aversion for her. Likewise 
in the event of the reverse." 

25. " For one possessed of demons : let the sufferer wear the glands 
from the mouth of a fish, and let him be fumigated with them, and the 
demons will flee from him." 

A somewhat similar treatment is recommended for the gout 
(podagra), Theu comes : 

^ These are the words which the deacon says in the part of the liturgy known 
as the Anaphora. 

' V. supra p. 171 n. Cp. analogous documents from the Aegean W. H. D. Bouse, 

* Folk-lore from the Southern Sporades,' in Folk-Lore, June 1899, pp. 166 foil. 
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27. " For curing [?] the bite of serpents and other wild beajsts, and that 
they may not touch him, not even the dogs, but flee from him : pound 
sorrel and [?], and strain [f] them well, and then smear with the juice of 
all, and you shall marveL'' 

28. *^ To succeed in fishing : let the fisher wear on him sand-fleas, 
bound up in dolphin skin, and he is always successful" 

29. **To pacify one's enemies: write the psalm * Known in Judaea,' 
dissolve it in water, and give your enemy to drink thereof, and he will be 
pacified." 

31. " That wayfarers may not become weary : let them carry in their 
belts nerves from a crane's legs." 

32. ** For a startled and frightened man : take 3 dry chestnuts and 
sow-thistle and 3 glasses of old wine, and let him drink thereof early and 
late ; write also the * In the beginning was the word ' by the aid of Jesus, 
and let him carry it." 

34. ** For ague : cut 3 pieces of bread and write on the 1st ^ Love the 
Father,' on the 2nd *Life the Son,' on the 3rd 'Comfort the Holy'Ghost. 
Amen.' And when the shivering and the fever commence, let the patient 
perform 3 genuflexions in the name of St John the Forerunner ^ and let him 
eat the 1st piece, and the fever will leave off. And, if it does not leave off 
at the first, do the same thing at the second. Truth for ever." 

Omitting some comparatively ordinary remedies for ailments 
of the stomach, " for drawing a tooth without the use of forceps 
or iron," heartache, and a "marvellous" cure for cough, we 
come to a humorous recipe: 

40. " For a bleeding nose : say to the part whence the blood flows, 
secretly in the ear (!) *mox, pax, ripx,' and it will stop." 

The following is a remedy recommended to the attention of 
advocates of total abstinence : 

41. " For preventing a man from getting drunk : put two ounces of 
[imfortimately the name conveys nothing to the present writer]; give it 
to him every morning to drink, and he will not get drunk." 

41 b. " To make a woman have milk : take a cow's hoof and bum it 
well, give it to the woman to eat or drink it." 

42. " That thou mayst not fear thief or robber : take the herb named 
azebotanonj in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost, and carry it wherever thou wishest to walk, and, with God's help, 
thou shalt not be afraid." 

^ V, fupra p. 65 n. 
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43. " To stop a serpent coming towards thee : when thou seest it 
coming towards thee say these words : * Moses set a javelin, deliverer from 
harmful things, upon a column and a rod, in the form of a cross, and upon 
it he tied an earth-crawling serpent, and thereby triumphed over the evil. 
Wherefore we shall sing to Christ our God ; for he has been glorified \" 

47. " That a woman may become pregnant : take the gall of a he-goat, 
and let the husband smear his body therewith at the moment when he is 
going to lie with his wife." 

49. " In case of a fright : write upon new paper : * Elohim God,' and 
this character crx <rx» and carry it." 

50. **To cure a woman of hemorrhage write on a piece of papyrus, 
and tie it to her belly with 1 thread, and say the * Our Father ' and the 
following prayer : * The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of 
Jacob, the God who stayed the river Mortham on the 6th day, stay also 
the flowing of the blood of thy servant So-and-So, and the seal of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Stand we fairly, stand we with fear of God, Amen. And 
may the Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John cure the patient.' 
Write this on an olive leaf ^iax^v<f) BP 

Several recipes follow for toothache, eyesores, and swarms 
of ants. Then comes another prescription for the " loosing of 
a bound man " : 

55. "Take cotton pods and bind them with 12 knots ^ and say over 
his head : ' In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost,' and also say these words : * Let the limbs of So-and-So be set free, 
as Lazarus was set free from the tomb '." 

After an uninteresting prescription for earache we have 
another cure : 

57. ** For ague and fever : write on a cup the exorcism : these names : 
* Christ was born, Christ was crucified, Christ is risen. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ being bom in Bethlehem of Judaea, leave, head-demon, the servant 
of God So-and-So ; in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, now and ever and in the aeons '." 

After two more ordinary prescriptions, the text continues on 
the favourite subject : 

59. " For the loosing of a man : write these words on a piece of bread, 
and give it to him to eat: *akoel, eisvil, ampelouras, perimarias, kame- 
nanton, ektilen, ekpeilen, vriskadedeos, dedeousa.' Tosyphasatodios has 
discovered this loosing." 

,170. 
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A remedy for " heat in the head " and two for sore eyes come 
next, and then the following charm : 

62. " For pain in the breast say this prayer : * St Kosmas and 
Damian,^ Gyrus and St John, St Nicholas and St Akindynos, who hold 
the scythes and cut the pain, cut also the pain of the servant of God 
So-and-So\" 

63. " When a man is possessed of a demon, or [lUegible], or phantasm, 
write on [illegible] paper on the 6th day, on a waning moon, and let him 
hold it ; also say in his right ear : * In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost.' This phylactery was given to Moses in Egypt by 
the Archangel Michael. Afterwards it was given to King Solomon, that 
he might smite therewith every unclean spirit, either of illness, or of fear, or 
of fright, or of ague-fever, either tertian or quotidian, or of encounter, or of 
temptation, or infernal, or oblique [?], or created by magic, or deaf, or once [?J, 
or speaking, or speechless,^ or of epilepsy, or lying-by, or setting-forth, or of 
first and second encounter or of meeting. God is the helper of thy servant 
So-and-So. Through Diadonael, ebarras. Preserve in every time, day, 
and night, and hour ; preserve him, God, from all mischief and all peril. 
God hath reigned in the aeons. Amen. Stand we fairly, stand we with 
fear of God'." 

Two pages of common prescriptions are followed by a dis- 
sertation on the virtues of various herbs, and more prescriptions 
for a large number of diseases. Fumigation is again recom- 
mended for people troubled with demons or phantasms, and 
special herbs are indicated. Then comes a variety of plasters, 
and the MS. ends with a fragment of a prescription : 

106. " For a man whose wife has run away : write the name of the man 
and the woman on paper [half a word^'* 

The rest, most unfortunately, is missing.* 

^ On July Ist and Nov. Ist (O.S.) is held the feast of these two saints who are 
oollectively known by the name of Anargyroi (Koafia Kal Aafuavov t&v *kvapy(tpiav). 
In Eassian mythology these two saints have usurped the functions of the old 
Slavonic Vulcan, or divine blacksmith {Kuznets), and are treated as one under 
the double name Euz'ma-Dem'yan. See Balston, Songs of the Russian People, 
p. 199. 

^ Cp. *' He rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf 
spirit, I charge thee come out of him." Mark ix. 25. 

s For some more recipes of the same type see Appendix IV. 
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The Small-Pox. 

Somewhat similar to the Scarlatina rite is the treatment 
prescribed for the Small-pox. This terrible scourge is both 
by the modern Greeks and by the Slavs conceived of, and 
personified, as a supernatural female being. The Servians call 
her bogine or "goddess," and the Greeks designate her by 
various flattering epithets, such as the " Gracious " or " Pitiful " 
(tvyx(i>p€fjL€inj)y^ and Vloya, a name which is by some con- 
sidered a euphemistic term meaning a "Blessing" (BXoyict from 
TSiiXoyta) ; others, however, take it to mean nothing more than 
a vulgar inflammation {ev<f>Xoy[a). Among the Greeks of 
Macedonia both the personification and the euphemism are 
emphasized by the term "Lady Small-Pox" (Kvpk BXoycd), 
applied to the disease. 

She is propitiated in the following manner: A stool or a 
small table, covered with a snow-white cloth, is placed beside 
the bed in which the patient is lying. Upon it are laid two 
or three buns {avfiiTLa) and bouquets of flowers, adorned 
with gold leaf. The room is kept scrupulously clean and 
tidy, so that the " Lady " may not be offended. No spinning, 
knitting, weaving, or any other " woman*s labour," is allowed in 
the dwelling throughout the " Lady's " presence in it ; for it is 
believed that she likes to repose upon the wool and cotton. 
For a like reason there is no washing of clothes with hot water, 
lest the steam should disturb the goddess. These negative 
attentions are supplemented by the sprinkling of honey over 
the walls in various parts of the house, and especially in the 
sick-room, that the goddess may taste thereof, and her temper 
may contract some of its sweetness. She is further conciliated 
in some places by sugar-plums scattered over the stairs, and by 
instrumental music, though singing is strictly prohibited. These 
efforts at rendering the goddess sweet-tempered are reinforced 
by the benedictions used by visitors. Instead of the customary 
wish " May the illness be transient " {irepaariKa pavai), in case 

^ Cp. the Celtic appellation of the SmaU-Pox, *the good woman,' J. G. 
Campbell, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland^ p. 237. 
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of Small-pox people wish " May she be sweet as honey " (jie to 
fiiXi T179 vavai). 

The Bulgarians also treat the hogine with every token of 
fear-inspired respect. They also regard her in the light of a 
feminine deity; but, not content with making the best of her 
presence, they endeavour to speed her departure as delicately 
and politely as possible. According to an old tradition, when 
the Small-pox wishes to quit the village, she expresses her 
desire to someone in his sleep and points out the place to which 
she would like to be conveyed. " The person thus designated 
takes bread smeared with honey, salt, and a flask of wine, and 
leaves them, before sunrise, at the appointed spot. After this 
the epidemic disappears, having accompanied the bearer of the 
food out of the village."^ 

The Russians, again, entertain the awkward superstition that 
vaccination is a sin equivalent to impressing upon children " the 
seal of Antichrist," and that whoever dies of small-pox " will 
walk in the other world in golden robes " — a superstition which 
Professor Buslaef has attempted to account for by tracing 
a relationship between the modern personification of the 
disease and the spectraL creature known to the ancient Greeks 
by the name of 'AX^^tcd, — a bugbear with which nurses 
frightened naughty children. He remarks that this name is 
supposed to be akin to that of the German Elbe, and the 
English Elves, and he refers to the kindred word a\0o9, which 
means a skin disease, apparently a form of leprosy.^ 

From this it would seem that the Slavonic conception 
differs little from the modern Greek, and that both are possibly 
connected with a classical goddess, who, in her turn, may be 
regarded as a sort of cousin or aunt to our own Elves. This 
theory elucidates to a certain extent the iFamily connexions of 
the terrible female, but it does not carry us very far towards 
ascertaining her more remote genealogy. 

The Plague (JlavovKka) is also pictured by popular imagina- 
tion as a gaunt and grim old hag, with deep-sunk eyes, hair 

^ Balston, Songs of the Russian People, pp. 401-2. 
» lb, p. 403. 
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dishevelled, and hollow cheeks. The name iravovKka is applied 
as a term of abuse to females whose appearance corresponds 
with that picture. It is also used as a sjmionym for everything 
that is filthy and foul : 

'Att' ofeo KovKka^ 
^Airb fieaa iravovKKa 

"Outward fair as a doll, 
Within foul as the plague," 

a proverb -conveying the same idea as the Biblical phrase 
" whited sepulchres." 

CharKTis. 

Protection against evil is sought in many other ways, 
the commonest being the use of phylacteries or charms. At 
Melenik I was favoured by a gentleman of that town with a 
view of a charm of this nature, drawn up by a priest of the 
eighteenth century for the use of the present owner's great 
grandfather. The document was dated 1774 and consisted of 
long strips of paper rolled in a piece of linen and originally 
sewed up in a leather bag, which again was kept in a small 
silver case. The exorcism begins with a long list of gentlemen 
saints and martyrs called upon to protect " the servant of God 
Ducas." Then follows an invocation of the "All-Blessed, 
All-Holy Lady Mother of God'' to help "the s. of G. D." 
After this comes another long list of lady saints and martyrs ; 
of prophets and of all the heavenly hosts of angels and 
archangels : dominions, cherubim, and seraphim. These powers 
are adjured to ward oflf many and manifold diseases, difficult to 
identify. After a doxology : " Glory be to the Father and to 
the Son and to the Holy Ghost," comes a vigorous and 
exhaustive anathema against the enemies of "the servant of 
God Ducas": 

^ This is one of the very few words of Slavonic origin in modem Greek. In 
Bussian kukla (dim. kukolka) designates any sort of puppet, or other figure 
representing either man or beast. By the modem Greeks it is chiefly applied 
to a feminine doll. 
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"As the leaders [or messengers, lit. spokesmen] of the 
demons were bound and bridled, even so may be bound the 
enemies of the s. of G. D. : their tongues, their lips, and their 
hearts ; their nerves> and their joints, and their eyes to the end 
of his life. And, if any of them should assault the s. of G. D., 
bind ye their feet, that they may not be able to run ; bind ye 
their hands, that they may not be able to handle musket or 
sword, or to hurl a spear upon the s. of G. D. May the bullet, 
which they may shoot at the s. of G. D., be turned by the herb^ 
into cotton-wool, and may the Archangel Michael push it aside 
to a distance of three fathoms from the s. of G. D., and may 
the s. of G. D. escape scatheless, and may the enemies of the 
s. of G. D. be bound. As were bound the mouths of the lions 
before the holy martyrs, even so may their mouths be bound 
before the s. of G. D. May the fire of their muskets become 
ether, and their swords cotton-wool. Save, O Lord, the s. of 
G. D. and chase away the Eastern and Northern and Western 
and Southern demons, that they may hold aloof from the 
s. of G. D., and in the name of the Great God Sabaoth 
I exorcise the seventy-two diseases^ from which man suffers. 
Flee from the s. of G. D. : whether you come down from the 
sky, or from a star, or from the sun, or from the moon, or from 
darkness, or from a cold wind, or from water, or from lightning, 
or from an earthquake, or from a wound, or from murder, or 
from valley, or from plain, or from river, or from field ; either 
in garden, or orchard, or park, or in the crossing of two or 
three roads, or in the way-in or the way-out of a bath, oven, 
consecrated ground ; either at a gate or a wicket, in attic or 
cellar, threshing-floor, etc."' [The strain continues in picturesque 
confusion.] 

Next comes an adjuration of more subtle complaints. 
"From poison or envy, or jealousy, or from evil shameless 

^ This allusion is as obscure as the holy father's grammar and spelling. 
Perhaps a miraoulous herb accompanied the exorcism originally. 

3 With the seventy-two diseases mentioned here cp. the seventy-two veins of 
the head referred to in a charm against sunstroke from the isle of Cos in 
W. H. D. Rouse, 'Folk-lore from the Southern Sporades,' Folk-Lore, June 
1899, p. 166. 

' Cp. a charm against erysipelas ib, p. 168. 
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Nymphs, 

The Ayeriko is only one variety of a group of supernatural 
beings included in the generic name of 'Ef<»T4/ca. Under this 
comprehensive head are classed many species of spirits, not 
always easy to differentiate. By far the most eminent of them 
are the feminine deities known as Neraides (NepdlBe^) to 
the Southern Macedonians as well as to the rest of the Greeks, 
and as Samovilas to the inhabitants of the northern districts, 
such as Melenik — a name curiously compounded of two Slavonic 
words Samodiva and Vila. In default of a more accurate 
equivalent, we may call them Fairies, though, as will soon 
appear, they differ in many important points from the beings 
so designated in Northern Europe. These nymphs of modem 
Greek mythology are very closely related to the Naiads, 
Hamadryads, and Oreads of classical antiquity on one hand, 
and to the Rusalkas of the Russians, the Vilas of the Servians, 
and the Samodivas of the Bulgarians on the other. They are 
represented as tall and slim, clad in white, with flowing golden 
hair, and divinely beautiful, so much so that the highest 
compliment which can be paid to a Greek maiden is to compare 
her in loveliness to a Neraida — a form of adulation not neglected 
by the Greek lover.^ In the same way " lovely as a Vila " is a 
common expression among the Servians.' In malice the Greek 
Neraides equal their Servian sisters. In an amatory distich 
the outraged swain can find no stronger language, in which to 
denounce his sweetheart's cruelty, than by addressing her as 
"a Neraida*s offspring."^ 

The beauty of these southern fairies is fatal to the beholder, 
and many are the stories told of people who, by exposing them- 
selves to its fascination, were bereft of speech, or otherwise 
suffered. The dumbness of an old man near Nigrita was put 
down to an early encounter of this kind. He was returning 
home one night across the fields, when he perceived, under a 

^ See Passow, Disticha Amatoria, No. 692. 
' Ralston, Songs of the Russian People^ p. 147. 
* Passow, ubi supra^ No. 653. 
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tree by the path-side, a young woman adorned with pieces of 
gold (<f}Xovpid), such as are usually worn by peasant maids on 
festive occasions. She looked " like a bride " (ahv vvifyq) and 
was exceedingly fair. But no sooner did the peasant accost 
her than he lost his power of speech ; " his tongue was tied " 
(heOxe 17 yX&a-ad t), and remained so ever after. You should 
on no account speak to a Neraida ; if you do, " she takes away 
your voice " (ae iraipvei rrj ^tovrj), A similar opinion was once 
held in England regarding the Fairies : " he that speaks to 
them, shall die," says Falstaff.^ 

Unlike the fairies of the North, these beings are all of one 
sex, and they form no community, but generally lead an isolated 
existence, dwelling chiefly in trees and fountains. The traveller 
in Macedonia often sees newly-built fountains decorated with 
cotton or wool threads of many colours. These threads are 
torn by wayfarers from their dress on seeing the fountain for 
the first time. They alight, and, after having slaked their 
thirst in the waters of the fountain, leave these offerings as 
tokens of gratitude to the presiding nymph. In like manner 
the peasants of Little Russia propitiate the Rusalkas by hanging 
on the boughs of oaks and other trees rags and skeins of thread'* ; 
the negro tribes of West Africa adorn similarly the trees by the 
road-side, and even in distant Japan we find parallels to this all 
but universal custom. The peasants of that country are in the 
habit of decking out the sacred tree of the village with a fringe 
formed of a straw-rope and pendants of straw and paper.^ 

All springs and wells, all forests and trees, are haunted by 
these wood and water nymphs to-day, as they were in the days 
of yore. Christianity has degraded, but has proved unable to 
suppress their cult. In some cases the water-nymphs have not 
been banished, but only converted to Christianity. The Church 
has sanctioned the popular faith by substituting Christian saints 
in lieu of the old pagan deities. Many springs in Macedonia 
are known and venerated as * sacred waters' {dyida-fiaTa) 

1 Shakespeare, Merry Wives of Windsor , Act v. Sc. 6. 
^ Kalston, Songs of the Russian People^ p. 141. 

* H. Monro Chadwick, The Oak and the Thunder-God^ Anthropological 
Institnte of Great Britain and Ireland, Jan. 9, 1900. 

16—2 
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dedicated to St Friday (^Aytct Hapaa-Kevtj) and St Solomon6 
among feminine saints, or to St Paul and St Elias among their 
male colleagues. The water of such springs is regarded as 
efficacious against diseases, especially eye-complaints. They 
are generally enclosed within a stone parapet, and sometimes 
roofed in, as a protection from accidental pollution. Even 
so stood enclosed the "fair-flowing fountain built by man's 
hand, whence the citizens of Ithaca drew water," and close 
to it "an altar erected in honour of the Nymphs, upon 
which the wayfarers offered sacrifice."^ Like the Homeric 
" fountain of the Nymphs," many a modern * holy spring ' is 
overshadowed by " water-bred poplars," or broad-leaved fig-trees, 
and weeping willows. 

With regard to the Neraides as tree-spirits, the precise 
relation of the nymph to the tree is not easy to define. 
It is not clear whether the Macedonian folk look upon these 
spirits as dwelling in the trunks of the trees, animating them, 
as a man's soul animates his body, or whether they regard the 
trees as simply affording shelter to them.' The latter view 
seems to be the one most commonly held. Be that as it may, 
trees are most sincerely believed to be the haunts of nymphs, 
and this belief leads the peasant to many curious acts of 
omission and commission. Labourers working out in the fields 
are careful not to lie down in the shade of a tree. They 
especially eschew the plane, the poplar, and the fig-tree ; for 
these are the favourite abodes of fairies. It is beneath the 
foliage of these trees that they love to repose at midday, and 
ill fares the mortal who dares disturb them. It is related 
that many, who, neglecting this rule, sought a refuge from the 
scorching rays of the midday sun under such a tree, had reason 
to rue their temerity. The fairy is apt to resent the liberty by 
inflicting a stroke upon the offender. This penalty is known 

1 Horn. Od. XVII. 206-211. 

2 The same ambiguity attends the worship of tree- spirits in aU lands. 
According to one theory the spirit is viewed by the believer "as incorporate in 
the tree." "But, according to another and probably later opinion, the tree 
is not the body, but merely the abode of the tree-spirit." J. G. Frazer, The 
Golden Bough, vol. i. p. 180. 
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as ogratisma. The person who has incurred the displeasure 
of the supernatural tenant, or guardian spirit, of the tree can 
only atone for his trespass by a special ceremony. This consists 
in sprinkling honey round the trunk of the tree and in de- 
positing at its root a number of small sweet cakes prepared for 
the purpose. It is believed that the nymph on partaking of 
this expiatory sacrifice will be appeased and restore the patient 
to health. 

In close analogy to this superstition stands the belief of the 
ancients, according to which Pan rested from his labours at 
noon-tide : " *Tis not meet, O shepherd, for us, 'tis not meet to 
play the pipe at midday. We fear Pan ; for in very truth at 
that hour he rests his weary limbs from the fatigue of the 
chase, and he is harsh and cruel : fierce wrath ever sits upon 
his nose!"^ Similarly the Lusatians at the presenf day hold 
that the Pripolnica — a species of the Rusalka — appears in the 
fields exactly at noon, holding a sickle in her hand.'* 

It is a well-established fact that huts and houses and all 
more or less elaborate dwellings are the result of a relatively 
modern invention, and that our remote forefathers were content 
to live and die beneath the roofs aflforded by the foliage of the 
trees. An extremely interesting, albeit unconscious, remi- 
niscence of this primordial state of the human race is embedded 
in a Macedonian superstition. As the trees so the projecting 
eaves of the houses (da'Tpi')(^iai^) — which correspond to the 
outspreading boughs — are believed by the Macedonians to be 
haunted by Nymphs. For this reason it is not lawful to 
commit a nuisance under them. Thus the Nymphs are made 
to fulfil the duties of policemen, and they do it most effectively. 
He who transgresses the regulations of these invisible powers 
is sure to pay for his disobedience with a broken limb or some 
other equally unpleasant experience (da ovypaTia-rf). 

The prevailing ideas as to the looks, habits, and character 
of the Macedonian Neraides are well illustrated by a widely- 
known legend which I heard at Melenik. 

1 Theocr. Id. i. 15 foil. 

2 Balston, Songs of the Russian People , p. 147. 
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The Shepherd and the Nymphs, 

There was once a shepherd who one moonlit summer night 
tended his flock in a meadow. Suddenly he was startled by the 
sound of many musical instruments, such as drums and pipes, 
in the distance. The sounds drew nearer and nearer, and at last 
there appeared before him a long chain of maids dressed in long 
white robes and dancing to the tune. The leader of the dance 
{irpoDToa-vpro^) was a youth carrying in one hand the wooden 
wine-flagon (plotska or tohotra) used by the peasants. He 
halted in front of the shepherd and held the flagon out to him. 
The shepherd accepted the offer, but before proceeding to raise 
the flagon to his lips, he, according to the custom of the 
country, made the sign of the cross. When lo and behold ! 
both dancers and leader vanished, the music ceased, and the 
shepherd was left alone, holding in his hand in lieu of the 
flagon a human skull! His piety saved him from any con- 
sequences more serious than a wholesome fright. 

One is strongly tempted to see in this legend a lingering 
memory of the Muses and their chorus-leader Apollo. 

A story of a similar type was told me on another occasion 
at Cavalla by a native of Chios. There is in that island a bridge 
called the Maid's Bridge (rrj^ /coprj^ to ^ye^vpi) and popularly 
believed to be haunted by a Water-Spirit. Early one morning 
a man was crossing the bridge on his way from the village of 
Daphnona to the capital city ('x^copa), when he met a tall young 
woman dressed in white. She took him by the hand and made 
him dance with her. He was foolish enough to speak and was 
immediately struck dumb. He recovered, however, some days 
after, thanks to the prayers and exorcisms of a priest. 

One more feature these nymphs have in common with our 
Fairies, and that is their propensity to carry off new-born 
children. On this practice, and the means used to avert the 
danger, I have dwelt at some length in a former chapter.* 
Here I will try to make the conception of the Nymph a little 
more vivid by relating another story from Melenik. 

* V. supra, p. 126. 
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The Prince and the Nymph, 

There was once a young prince who had a mother, and who 
without her knowledge maintained relations with the sylvan 
nymphs {Yougovitsas) who dwelt in the palace-garden. He 
was wedded to the fairest of them. Neither she nor any of 
her companions would permit the prince to hold oral com- 
munication with any of his friends, or even with his own 
mother, nor would they allow him to admit a mortal into the 
garden. His mother, not knowing the cause of his strange 
behaviour, was deeply distressed, and had recourse to a friend 
of hers who had three daughters exquisitely beautiful. She 
took the eldest of them home to the palace to wait on the 
prince, in the hope that he might be induced by the damsel's 
charms to break his silence. But all her eflForts were in vain. 
He remained dumb. The prince's mother then brought to the 
palace the second daughter ; but she was equally unsuccessful. 
At last the youngest of the three maidens begged to take her 
sister's place. Her request was granted, and she began to wait 
on the prince. She made his bed, assisted him at his ablutions, 
laid the table for him, but she never addressed a word to him. 
Instead, she carried about with her a kitten, and addressed 
her remarks to it. The prince's mother, who listened at the 
keyhole, imagined that the maid had succeeded in overcoming 
the youth's taciturnity and carried on a conversation with him, 
and she was therefore overjoyed and happy. One day she begged 
the maid to ask permission from the prince for herself and her 
to take a walk in the garden. The maid on hearing this 
was plunged into grief, for she never hoped to loosen the 
prince's tongue. She went in and out of the room in very 
low spirits. The prince, who had already been fascinated by 
the maid's chaims, on seeing her so sad began to speak to his 
candlestick — for, as has been said before, he was forbidden to 
address a human being. He spoke and said : " My dear candle- 
stick, wherefore art thou so sad ? " 

The maid readily seized the opportunity, and answered: 
" My dear candlestick, I am so sad because thy mother wants 
permission for herself and me to take a walk in the garden." 
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The prince replied : 

" My dear candlestick, you have my permission to go and 
walk in the garden to-morrow morning ; but you must quit the 
grounds before the sun rises." 

On the morrow, long before dawn, the prince's mother, 
accompanied by the maid and several female servants, entered 
the garden and walked about admiring its many beauties, for 
the Nymphs tended it. When the sun was on the point of 
rising, they hastened to depart; but ere they could reach 
the gates the sun burst upon them. As they were drawing 
near the gates, they perceived a child's cot hanging from a 
tree, and in the cot there reposed a beautiful baby. Then 
the maid took off the red gauze kerchief, which she wore 
folded across her bosom, and covered the baby s face with it, 
in order to protect it from the rays of the sun. Soon after 
this they quitted the garden. 

The prince later in the day came to the garden; for he 
was compelled to spend most of his time with his nymph-wife 
and her friends. The latter was so deeply moved by the maid's 
kindness to her baby, that she gave the prince leave to break 
his silence and many the fair maid, and all at once both she and 
her nymph-companions vanished from the garden, carrying off 
the baby with them. The prince, elated with joy, returned to 
the palace, embraced his mother with tears in his eyes, and 
explained the cause of his long silence. He solemnized his 
wedding with the poor maid, and they lived happy ever 
after. 

In this story another trait common to the Gaelic sithche or 
Fairy is brought out, namely the anxiety of the nymphs to form 
connexions with mortals who are held in love's sweet bondage 
sorely against their will.^ These misalliances were familiar to 
the nymphs of old, but they never prospered. The reader will 
remember the romantic attachment of Kalypso, the fairy-queen 
of Ogygeia, to the elderly homesick hero, who scorned her love 
and all her promises of perennial youth and immortality, longing 

^ Cp. J. G. Campbell, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland^ 
p. 41. 
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for nothing but his middle-aged spouse and the rugged shores 
of his native isle.^ 

From the above sketch it will be seen that the Macedonian 
nymphs, though they bear a certain degree of resemblance to 
the Celtic Fairies, and to the Slavonic Rusalkas, Vilas and 
Samodivas, are really identical with the southern Neraides, 
who, notwithstanding a general likeness to the beings just 
mentioned, have an individuality of their own and are fully 
entitled to be regarded as direct descendants of the classical 
Nymphs.* It was not, of course, to be expected that the 
ancient idea should have remained unaltered, and we ac- 
cordingly find that it has undergone such modifications as 
lapse of time and intercourse with other nations were bound 
to bring about. The principal point of difference between the 
old and the new nymph is one of character. The modern 
Neraida is as a general rule represented as a malicious fiend 
to be propitiated or conciliated, and failing that, to be exorcised 
as an unclean spirit. This degeneration is most probably due 
to the influence of Christianity. The Nymphs have shared the 
fate of their betters, the greater gods and goddesses of antiquity. 
Their honours, when they could not possibly or conveniently be 
abolished, were transferred to saints, and the poor Nymphs, 
like all dethroned deities, have had to sink to the level of 
demons: discredit a god and exorcise him. 

Wood-Spirits and Water-Spirits. 

In addition to the Neraides, the Macedonians recognize the 
existence of various other supernatural beings known as "Spirits 
of the Elements " (^Toix^id). The word, in the sense of the 
four primary elements — namely, fire, water, air and earth — 
dates from the time of Plato.' The Neo-Platonists subse- 

1 Horn. Od. I. 13 foil. ; v. 13 foil. 

2 See Tozer, Researches in the Highlands of Turkey, vol. ii. p. 314; Bernhard 
Schmidt, Das Volksleben der Neugriechen und das hellenische Alterthum, passim ; 
Balston, Songs of the Russian People, preface to 2nd ed. 1872. 

' aroixcia rod iravTos, * elements of the universe,' Plat. Tim. 48 b. These 
are the jk^d/iara or * roots ' of Empedocles. 
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quently applied it to the spirits which were supposed to 
animate the four elements. At a still later date, the name 
came to mean spirits or demons generally. Nowadays it is 
applied both to demons and to human souls or ghosts, in fact 
to spiritual beings of all denominations. The confusion is 
evidently due to the universal animistic doctrine, according to 
which " Souls of dead men are considered as actually forming 
one of the most important classes of demons or deities."^ We 
shall first treat of the ^Toi'xjiih as demons, and afterwards as 
ghosts, although it is not always easy to draw the line between 
the two classes. 

These demons reside in woods, hills, dales, rivers and 
fountains. There is hardly a nook or corner of Macedonia 
so insignificant as not to boast one or more of these spirits, 
who make their presence felt and feared in various more or 
less ingenious ways. Thus Mount Ecato, near the village of 
Sochos in the Chalcidic Peninsula, reechoes both by night and 
by day with shrill laughter, loud wailing, and other weird 
sounds, which proceed not from mortal lungs. The best thing 
for the traveller to do in the circumstances is to make the 
sign of the cross, muttering : " Holy Cross assist me ! '* (I^ravpe 
fioi^Oa fi€ !) and to hurry on his way. 

Noises of this description are by the Russians attributed to 
the wood-demons. The same demons are also held responsible 
for whirlwinds. In Macedonia, whirlwinds and other injurious 
phenomena of a kindred nature are certainly set down to 
supernatural agency; but whether to wood-demons as among 
the Slavs, to Djins as among the Mohammedans, or to the 
Neraides as among the southern Greeks, it is hard to deter- 
mine. In any case, they do not attempt to drive the evil being 
away by violent means, but are content to exorcise it. In 
the district of Liakkovikia, the whirlwind is called dvefw- 
airXdSa,^ and during one the people are accustomed to 

^ Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. n. p. 111. 

^ This term seems to be a compound of dvepLoSt wind, and either (nrtXds, or 
a-irXridoi {■=a'irod6s, ashes, or rather dust, as in Hdt. iv. 172: rijs x^/^^ 
(nroSov * dust from the ground '). It is now the fashion among a certain school 
of philologists to ridicule the search for antique terms in Modem Greek. This 
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murmur the following curious incantation : " Alexander the 
Great liveth, aye he doth live and reign*' (Z^, f^ koX 
^aatXeveL 6 Mija^; 'AXefai/Spo?)^ — a formula analogous to 
the one formerly uttered by old women at Athens for a similar 
purpose : " Milk and honey in your path." ^ 

The inhabitants of Vassilika, a village in the valley of the 
river anciently called Anthemus, have some strange experiences 
to relate concerning a phenomenon locally known as the 
" Passage " (to irepaa-fia). It is a rush of wind which suddenly 
rising, as it seems, from the Well of Murat {rov Movparrj to 
injyaSt) at one end of the village, sweeps furiously through the 
village and then as suddenly sinks into the Tomb of Ali {rov 
'A\^ TO fivfffjLopi) on the edge of a watercourse at the other end. 
As it speeds on, it fills the countryside with horrible noises 
which sometimes are like the bellowing of cattle, sometimes 
like the bleating of goats or the grunting of pigs, and often 
like the shrieks and wails of human beings. It blasts every- 
thing it blows upon. Whoever happens to be saluted by its 
blighting breath is instantly struck dumb. Some of the 
peasants boast of having followed these mysterious sounds, and 
affirm that they cease on the spot indicated above. Two 
reasons can be assigned for the alleged sudden ceasing of the 

tendency is a natural reaction against the opposite extreme, which was in vogue 
some thirty or forty years ago. Still, no one who has explored the by-ways of 
the Greek world can fail to notice extremely old words and phrases turning up 
at unexpected corners. For the following example I am indebted to M. P. N. 
Papageorgiou. He one day met at Salonica a peasant woman from Eoliakia, a 
small hamlet close to the estuary of the Vardar. She had brought her boy to 
town to consult a doctor. The lad had broken his head by falling *s rd di^eraXa, 
as she expressed it. The word being new to that scholar (as, I venture to think, 
it will be to most Greek scholars), he asked her what she meant by it, and she 
explained *'i»d, kcT irov Ko\vfnrov(T€ (ireae fUa *s t^s Tr^r/oou.'* ** Don't you see, as 
he was swimming he fell in among the stones. " This explanation made it quite 
clear that the word was a survival of an extremely ancient term, which, in 
common with many others, did not happen to find its way into Hellenic 
literature. According to my authority it can be nothing but a compound of 
8vff' (mis-) and aXs (the sea) meaning the dangerous or rocky parts of the sea. 

^ A. A. TovaLov, ''H Kara to UdYyatov Xcipa,' p. 79. On the lingering 
memories of Alexander and Philip of Macedon, v. infra oh. xv. 

^ Boss, Inselreisen, in. p. 1S2, in Tozer, Researches in the Highlands of 
Turkey, vol. n. p. 310. 
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noise at that place. If the " Passage " is to be regarded as 
the work or the vehicle of demons, it is bound to stop on the 
bank of the stream as no demon can cross " running water." 
It should be noticed, however, that the gust is said to rise from, 
and to sink into, places connected with the memory of a Turk; 
and, knowing as we do what is the Christian belief concerning 
the ultimate fate of a Turkish soul, we may reasonably surmise 
that the "Passage*' is due to the joint efforts of the two dead 
Turkish worthies Murat and Ali. That it is the work of evil 
spirits none can be such a sceptic as to dispute. The fact rests 
on the unimpeachable authority of an old woman of the village 
who assured the writer in the most confident and confidential 
manner imaginable that her own father, "peace to his soul!" 
(^€09 axcapea tov\ once as the wind was rushing through the 
village actually saw amid the clouds of dust a child carrying a 
pitcher on either shoulder — a feat of which no ordinary child is 
capable. He pursued the apparition {(f>dvTa(rfjLa) down to the 
river-side and there lost sight of it — it vanished as a thing 
of air. 

These manifestations correspond very closely to the gambols 
of the Lyeshy, or wood demon, of Slavonic mythology. He is 
said to be very fond of diverting himself after a similar fashion 
in the woods. " At such times he makes all manner of noises, 
clapping his hands, shrieking with laughter, imitating the 

neighing of horses, the lowing of cows, the barking of dogs 

sometimes by night a forest-keeper would hear the wailing of a 
child, or groans apparently proceeding from some one in the 
agonies of death." ^ 

It would not be difficult to fill a volume with stories 
illustrating the various forms under which these wicked spirits 
appear to the eyes of men. A caravan, it is said, was one night 
going to Yenidjd, a town to the west of Salonica. On the way 
they were joined by a little dapple dog (a-KvXd/cL 7rap8aX6), 
which, coming no one knew whence, kept worrying the mules. 
One of the muleteers mustered sufficient courage to dismount 
and try to catch it; but he failed ignominiously. This hap- 
pened several times, and every time, as soon as the man 
^ Balston, Songs of the Russian People^ p. 157. 
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stretched out his hand, the dog melted into air (yepovrav 
depasi). It did not cease to annoy the party until they reached 
the banks of the Vardar and then it vanished. 

A peasant at Galatista, in the Chalcidic Peninsula, was 
known as Crook-neck (arpa^oa-vixv^) ^^^ was said to owe his 
deformity to a similar accident. One evening, as he was 
walking home from the fields, he perceived what he took to be 
a harmless, though erring, goat, browzing in a meadow. He 
approached it and was lifting the animal on his shoulder, with 
the laudable intention of taking it as a present to his wife, when 
the goat melted into space, leaving its c-aptor a lasting souvenir 
of the adventure. 

Another peasant told me the following experience. He 
one day alighted with his comrades under a fig-tree which 
stood close to a "Holy Spring" dedicated to St Friday. All 
of a sudden a ball of cotton-wool sprang from the ground 
and rolled down the slope. They pursued it until it stopped 
and shot up into a white column. There it stood for a while 
and then disappeared. 

All these tales embody ideas familiar to the student of 
comparative folk-lore. For instance, the inability of some 
of the apparitions described above to cross a " running stream " 
is a well-known feature of the evil spirits and spectres of the 
Highlands of Scotland,^ and it forms the basis of Burns's Ta7n 
0' Shanter: 

Now, do thy speedy utmost, Meg, 
And win the key-stane of the brig ; 
There at them thou thy tail may toss, 
A running stream they dare na cross. 

A similar superstition is alluded to by Scott in the well- 
known lines : 

He 2 led the boy o'er bank and fell, 
Until they came to a woodland brook; 

The running stream dissolved the spell, 
And his own elvish shape he took. 

^ J. G. Campbell, Superstitions of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, 
p. 50. 

3 Viz. the goblin page, The Lay of the Last Minstrel, o. lu. 13. 
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The Karens of Birma, so little like the Scotch Highlanders 
or the Macedonians in other respects, entertain the same 
common notion and exemplify it by stretching threads across 
forest brooks for the ghosts to pass along.^ 

Again, the shapes which the Macedonian phantasms oc- 
casionally assume remind one of the transformation of Celtic 
fairies into deer, of witches into hares, cats, and the like, of the 
devil into a he-goat, of the Glaistig of Ardnadrochit, which 
appeared in the guise of a dog,* or of the Slav Marui, who 
sometimes turn themselves into horses or tufts of hair.' 

The mysterious apparition of a ball of cotton wool may also 
be compared with the practice of Russian witches to change 
into balls of thread and other objects connected, according to 
mythologists, with clouds.* 

There are many songs illustrating the belief in Water-spirits 
haunting rivers and wells {aroix'^io rov irorafiov and <noL')(€i6 
Tov irrj^aBtov), The following is one of them. 

To ^TOi'xeKOfievo UrjydBi.^ 

{From Zichna,) 

Ta riaaepay ra irevrey ra ivvedhep(f>ay 
Ta heKO'XToo ^^ahep^ia rd \ij6fioipa, 
Td fjpde firjvvfw, diro tov jSaaLXrjd 
Na irav vd iroXeiirjaovv xdrov \ rrj <^p{iyKtd' 
"Me T^j/ evfCT] a-ov, fidva fjL, vd Trrfyaivov/ie" 
"Na Trdr ivved ^hep^aKia koX vdp0rJT o'xrd), 
'O Tidwr)^ vd firjv epdjf 6 fiLfcporepo^i.'' 
Xdv KLvrjaav xal irdve \ tov /xaKpvKafjLTrOy 
ZapdvTa fjLepai^ xdvovv St^w^ to yjrayfjLLy 
Kjj a\\ai<i aapdvTa irevTe Bi'^ax; to vepo, 

^ Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. i. p. 442. 

2 J. G. Campbell, uhi supra, p. 175. 

3 Balston, Songs of the Russian People, p. 133. * lb. p. 405. 

* For a much shorter version of the same incident (17 lines = one half of the 
present text) see Passow, No. 623 'H fidyiaaa. I picked up another version 
at Nigrita; but it is inferior to the above both in length (26 lines) and in 
workmanship. At Cavalla I obtained a version of Td irroLx^ib rod trorafioOy 
different from the one embodied in Songs of Modem Greece, p. 17S. 
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Kat ^piaKovp fitd ^pvcrircra, o'Toi'X^eiOTrijyaSo, 
TpidpT ofyyviah to /3a0o<;, TrXaro? ecKoai. 

"'Acrriyre, dSepifxiKta, vd \axPi'<^ovfi€, 
Se TTOLOV 0d irea 6 \a')(vo^ kcIpo^ vd efnrfjj* 
'2 TOP Vidpvrj 7r€<f>T 6 Xa^po^; \ top fiiKpoTepo, 
Top iSeaap top Ftapprj kuI top diroXpovp* 

"T/>ay8^T€, dS€p(f>dKia, pd fie fiydXcTC, 
'ESo) p€pd Sep €'X^, flop* €')(eL a'Toi')(eL(Ofiay 

*'Tpa/3ovfi€, Fidpp*, Tpafiovfi fid Se Tapd^ea-ai" 

" Me TvXi^e to <f>€iB\ to cTocxeio fie xpaTei, 
Fid fidXTe Kol TOP fiavpo pd era? fiorjdy" 
Xdp d/covae kjj 6 /iaupo(; 'x^iXcfieTpiae, 
'S Td yopaTa arjKcod^Ke yid pd top fiydXrj, 
Xdp fiyd^Tf T apfiUTd TOUf Xdfiirovp Td /3ovpd, 
Byd^ei Kal to a-iradi tov^ Xdfiir r) ddXaaaa, 
Ilop /BydXape top Vidvp fia^v fie to aTOcx^Lo, 
^rjKcoa-ap Td ')(^avT^dpca pd to Koyjrovpe, 

M' dvTU (TTOL'X^eLO vd KO-^OVPy K6<f>T0VP TO aKOtPL, 

Kal irdrj 6 TLavprj^ fiea fie to cToi'^eLO fia^v' 
'**'AcrTe, dhep<f>Lay aaTe pd TrrjyaLpeTe, 
Mrjp TTTJTe TTj fiapovXd fi ttw? dirodapa, 
Na TTjp eiirfJT, dB€p<f>ia, tto)? irapTpevTrjKa, 
Tij irXaxa irrjpa iredepd, tt) fiavprj yrj<; yvpolxa, 
Ky avTd Td XecavoxopTapa oXa yvpaiKaS€p<f>ia.** 

The Haunted Well. 

Four and five, nine brothers, 

Eighteen cousins, lads of little luck: 

A message came to them from the King, bidding them 

To go forth and fight in the far-off land of the Franks : 

"Thy blessing, mother, that we may go forth!" 

" May ye go forth nine brothers and come back eight ; 

May John the youngest never retm-n ! " 

They set forth, and as they crossed the vast plain. 

They lived forty days without bread. 

Forty-five more without water. 

And then they found a dear little fount ; but 'twas a spirit-haunted well : 

'Twas thirty fathoms in depth ; in breadth twenty. 

"Halt, dear brothers, and let us cast lots. 



256 Macedonian Folklore 

He on whom the lot will fall, let him go in.'' 

The lot falls on John, the yoimgest. 

They bind John and let him down : 

"Draw, dear brothers, draw me out. 

Here there is no water ; but only a Spirit." 

"We are drawing, John, we are drawing; but thou stirrest not." 

" The serpent has wound itself round my body, the Spirit is holding me. 

Come, set the Black One also to help you." 

When the Black One heard, he neighed loud. 

He reared on his haunches to draw him out. 

When he drew out his arms, the mountains gleamed. 

He draws out his sword also, and the sea gleamed. 

They drew out John together with the Spirit, 

They lifted their knives to cut it asunder, 

But instead of cutting the Spirit they cut the rope, 

And John falls in together with the Spirit : 

"Leave me, brothers, leave me and go home. 

Do not tell my dear mother that I am dead, 

Tell her, brothers, that I am married. 

That I have taken the tombstone for a mother-in-law, 

Black Earth for a wife, 
And the fine grass-blades all for brothers and sisters-in-law." i 

In the ballad of The Haunted Welly as the reader may have 
noticed, there occurs a curious, though by no means uncommon, 
blending of ideas. The Spirit or Demon of the Well is con- 
founded with the Water-Serpent. This confusion between the 
spiritual water-demon and the material water-monster pervades 
the folk-lore of many nations : " it runs into the midst of 
European mythology in such conceptions as that of the water- 
kelpie and the sea-serpent."^ We shall meet with still more 
flagrant instances of it in dealing with the mythical being 
Drakos. 

But ere we cross the fine line which divides the regions of 
living belief from those of idle mythological fiction, we must 

^ The sentiment contained in the last four lines is a commonplace of modem 
Greek folklore. The last two lines especially are repeated verbatim in many 
a ballad : cp. Passow, No. 381 last two lines ; No. 380 last line ; &q. It will be 
observed that the concluding two lines in the original of the above piece are in 
the fifteen-syUable ballad-metre, whereas the rest of the poem is in a twelve- 
syllable metre. 

2 Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. ii. p. 210. 
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mention a monster which, like the Water-Spirit, is actually 
supposed to haunt wells, rivers, and fountains. This is the 
Black Giant (Wpairrfi), a crafty demon of Oriental origin who 
lures the guileless to destruction by various stratagems, as, for 
example, by assuming the form of a fair maid. He is a being 
most sincerely dreaded by the peasantry, and, though not half 
so popular as the Water-Spirit, he is to be met with here and 
there. At Dervinato, a village in the island of Chios, there is 
a spring, or, to use the common Greek expression, a "water- 
mother" (fidva Tov vepov, 'fountain-head'), called Plaghia. 
This spring is reputed to be the haunt of a Black Giant, and 
the natives have many adventures of the usual type to relate. 
The ^TOLx^Lo and the 'ApaTrrj^ may be described as Kindred 
Spirits in every sense of the term. 

HotLse-Spirits. 

Besides the spirit denizens of woods and waters, the 
Macedonian peasant owns his belief in a class of spirits which 
make themselves at home in the ordinary human habitations. 
He has no special name for them, but calls them l^Toixe^d, and 
the house "haunted" by them aroix^icofievo o-ttltl These 
domestic demons may be divided into two categories. First, 
there are the malignant spirits, which occasionally disturb 
the slumbers of the household by making terrible noises, by 
throwing bricks and stones down the chimney, by sitting on 
the sleepers' chests in the form of a hideous nightmare or 
' shadow ' {t<T/cio<; or XaKicofia)^ and by teasing and worrying the 
inmates of the house at unreasonable hours. These seem to be 
the disembodied souls of people who have met with a violent 
death, or whose mortal remains have been buried secretly, 

^ The Macedonian women are in the habit of saying to their children : " Do 
not mock at your shadow, or it will come and sit upon you " (Miyi' ir€p*y€\q.s t6v 
tvKib aov ytarl 06. <t€ xXa/cciff^;). M. X. *lujajfvov, ^Qepfmts,^ p. 34. From this it 
appears that the shadow is by the Macedonians, as by so many other races, 
identified with the soul (see J. G. Frazer, The Golden Bough, vol. i. pp. 285 foil.), 
and as **the soul of a sleeper is supposed to wander away from his body*' 
{ib. pp. 255 foil.), if you anger it, it may return and punish you in the form of a 
nightmare {TrXoucdaji ^^ its technical sense). 

A. F. 17 
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without the usual funeral rites. Such persons become ghosts 
{aroLX^vdvovv). They roam restlessly about and visit their 
old haunts, inspired with an intense longing for revenge. This 
idea, so strongly held by the ancient Greeks and Romans, 
survived through the middle ages into modern Europe; but 
at the present day it finds its most emphatic expression in 
the practices of savage races, such as the natives of Australia, 
North and South America, North and South Asia, etc.^ The 
belief fully accounts for the extreme horror with which the 
modem Greeks contemplate the possibility of a body being 
denied Christian burial. It is partly this fear that makes exile 
so abhorrent to the Greek, and the danger of dying in a remote 
country or being shipwrecked at sea, far from those whose duty 
it is to accord to the remains the funeral rites, is frequently 
dwelt upon in the "Songs of Farewell" {TpayovBca rrj^ 
Bevireidfi). 

The malevolent spirits belonging to this category can only 
be expelled by a religious ceremony. The papas, or parish 
priest, is summoned. He reads a special service over a bowl 
of water in which, thus sanctified (dyiaa-fio^), he dips a cross 
and a bunch of basil, and with this brush besprinkles the 
dwelling, charging the while all evil and unclean spirits to 
depart. But it sometimes happens that the demons defy 
prayers, and, in spite of holy water and exorcisms, persist in 
vexing the inhabitants. In that case the house is deserted 
and henceforth shunned as 'haunted.* 

Far different in disposition and behaviour are the spirits 
known and cherished as ' masters of the house ' (poiKo/cvprjBe^; 
Tou ainTLov), They are supposed to be the ghost-souls of 
ancestors still lingering in their old home and watching over 
the welfare of their posterity, according to a universal doctrine 
which " is indeed rooted in the lowest levels of savage culture, 
extends through barbaric life almost without a break, and 
survives largely and deeply in the midst of civilization."^ 
These benignant beings manifest their presence at night by 

^ Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. ii. pp. 27 foil. 
2 Tylor, ih. pp. 24 foil. 
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treading softly on the floor, which creaks under their ghostly 
footsteps. 

The Macedonian spirits of the latter class are in all pro- 
bability the degraded descendants of the Manes and Lares 
of classical antiquity, and the kindly feelings with which they 
are regarded may be the attenuated relics of ancient ancestor- 
worship. To these remnants of classical cult was perhaps at 
a later period superadded a coating of Slavonic colour. 

In both the foregoing classes of spirits the English reader 
will recognize close relatives of the familiar ghosts, which haunt 
many an English house and form the subject of many a con- 
versation, and of an occasional angry controversy between 
believers and sceptics. The Teutonic Brownie and the Celtic 
Glaistig are also branches of the same genealogical tree — 
a tree whose boughs may justly be said to overshadow the 
universe. But a closer relationship can perhaps be established 
with the Domovoys of the Russian peasant which, like their 
Macedonian cousins, are of two kinds: benevolent or male- 
volent, according as they belong to his own family or to that 
of his neighbour.^ 

^ Ralston, Songs of the RtLssian People^ pp. 129 foil. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

MACEDONIAN MYTHOLOGY. 

The Drakos. 

It is extremely diflScult — much more so than folklorists 
sometimes imagine — in investigating the folklore of a country 
to fix with absolute certainty where real superstition ends 
and pure mythology begins. The peasant story-teller, though 
conscious of the fact that he is narrating a myth, is all the 
time more than half inclined to believe that the world which 
he describes is not an improbable world, that in the mysterious 
" times of old all things were possible " ('9 rov iraXyop xypb oXa 
yevovvrav). This was the expression with which one of that 
class once silenced my prosaic attempts at criticism. He went 
even farther, and, having once confessed his own belief in the 
historic truth of mythological creations, launched forth into 
a tirade against some " learned men and schoolmasters " (ypa/jL- 
fiariafiepoi koI SaaKaXoi) of his acquaintance, who were so 
stupid as to deny that there ever were such beings as the 
Lamia and the Drakos. His words, which I quote from notes 
taken down at the time, will perhaps be of interest to the 
student of peasant psychology : 

"Why," he exclaimed in accents of triumph, "I myself 
remember seeing, as a child, monstrous horned snakes swarming 
on yonder plain {irepa '9 rov tcayimo). Where are they now ? 
There also used to be lions and bears; but they have dis- 
appeared before modern guns. The same thing must surely 
have happened to the Lamias and the Drakoi." 

Both these monsters may be said to dwell in the debatable 
borderland between the two worlds : Faith and avowed Fiction. 
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The Drakos (ApaKo^ or Apdfcovra^) can be described as 
a cousin-german to the Black Giant already disposed of. Like 
him he haunts the wells (hence called ApaKovipia), and works 
mischief on the people by withholding the water. This habit 
of the monster is alluded to in the following lines, which form 
the beginning of a song heard at Nigrita : 

Kaxft) '9 Tov ''Ai* 0oSft)/>o, Kara) '9 rov '^Ai Teoopyrj 
HavrjyvpLTo-t yivovrav^ /j,€yd\o TraprjyvpL 
To iravrjyvpt^ Vai/ fitKpo k tj TrXdarj ^rav fJL€yd\rj. 
Kparel 6 ApuKOf; to P€p6, Bty^a to Travrjyvpi, 
At\|ra Kal fiid dp')(pvTL<Taa irovTav d7ro/3apvfieprj. 

Yonder at St Theodore's, yonder at St George's 

A fair was held, a great fair. 

The space was narrow and the crowd was large. 

The Drakos held back the water and the people were athirst, 

Athirst was also a lady who was heavy with child. 

A similar circumstance forms the groundwork of a little tale 
jfrom Southern Greece : 

The Drakos and the Bride,^ 

Once upon a time there was held a wedding. The groom's 
party started from his house on their way to the bride's, who 
lived in a neighbouring village. They got there safely; but 
on their way back, when they reached the middle of the road, 
lo and behold ! there sprang before the procession a Drakos. 
He was a lame one, 'tis true, but still he was terrible. He 
held them for half an hour in a ravine with the intention of 
hurting them, who knows ? perhaps even of eating them. The 
people were all paralyzed with fear. The bride alone retained 
her presence of mind. She bethought herself of a means of 
escape, and stepping forth stood in front of the monster 
and said: 

Bride: I am Lightning's child, Thunder's grandchild. 

I am the Hurler of Thunderbolts, she who flashes and booms. 

^ It will be noticed that the word is used in three senses : fair^ the plwe 
where the fair is held, and the people at the fair. 

3 * ^eoeWriviKbi. napa/ii^dia/ Athens, I. Nicolaides, 1899, Part I. p. 63. 
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Once when I flashed I burnt up forty Dragons, 

One was left, a lame one : can that be your lordship ? 

Dragon: I am he. 

Bride: Stand aside, friends, that I may flash and bum him up. 

Dragon (^frightened): Come, pass on ; come, go your way ; good luck to 
your wedding.i 

So thanks to the bride's cleverness they all escaped. 

In another popular legend, a bridegi'oom had bound himself 
by a solemn vow to go to a Dragon and submit to be treated 
as breakfast. I translate the version of the story current at 
Liakkovikia.^ 

B, Wherefore art thou sad, Yanni, and rejoicest not? 

Perchance thou art displeased with me, my person or my portion? 
Q, I am pleased with thee, my Fair One, both with thy person and 
with thy portion ; 

But the Dragon has asked me to go to breakfast. 
B, Whithersoever thou goest, my Yanni, thither shall I come with thee. 
Q, Where 1 am going, my Fair One, no maid can go. 
B. Whithersoever thou goest, my Yanni, thither shall I come with thee, 

I will cook for thee thy dinner, I will spread for thee thy mattress. 
Q* Where I am going, my Fair One, no maid can go. 

There is nor cooking nor eating ; nor mattress-spreading nor sleeping 
there. 

So the two set forth to go, like a pair of pretty doves. 

And they found the Dragon leaning against the fountain. 

When the Dragon espied them, he said in high glee : 
D, Double has come my breakfast, double has come my dinner! 

When Yanni heard this, he said to his Fair One: 

***E7W/Aai TS d<rrpair^s xaiS^, rrfi ppovrapds iyyhvi, 
'E7U/MU iffrpairdpoXos V d(rrpa4>T(a xal fnrovfMrvl^u), 
Mid 4>opoL (Toy i(TTpa\l/a aapaufra Apdx* ou}i rs ^/ca\^a* 
*'E»'as Kovrabs dirdfieve' fiiras k eZir* ^ i.<f>€VT€id aovi*^ 

ApOKOS 

"'Evwfuw.** 

**Jlapafi€paT\ irvfATredepolt v d(TTpd\l/u) vd to¥ Ko^/ia,*^ 

ApOLKOS 

(In his fear he apparently forgets the fifteen-syllable metre, and answers lamely) 
""AiVre, TrepdffTe, &ipt€ 'f rb ico\6, KoKoppl^iK ij x^-P^ <raf." 
* A. A. VovvioVf *Ta Tpayo(tBia ttjs Harpldos fiov* No. 130, 'O Apaxwras. 
Gp. Passow, Nos 509, 510, which refer to the same sabject, treated in a different 
manner. 
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G, Did I not tell thee, my Fair One, that thou shouldst not come 

with me? 
B. Go on, my Yanni, go on ; go on and fear not. 

Nine Dragons have I eaten up, and this one will be the tenth. 

When the Dragon heard this, he was mortally afraid : 
D, Pray, friend Yanni, whose daughter is she? 

The Fair One answered and to the Dragon said : 
B. I am Lightning's daughter, Thunder's grand-daughter, 

If I like, I may flash and thunder and overwhelm thee on the spot. 

She flashed and thundered and overwhelmed the Dragon on the spot. 

In these legends the Drakos figures as a large uncouth 
monster akin to the Troll of Norse, the Ogre of southern, and 
the Giant of our own folk-tales. His simplicity of mind is 
equal to his might, and he is easily outwitted. Indeed, the 
Drakos compares most unfavourably with the Devil of the 
Bible and the Koran. He has none of the subtlety of the 
Tempter of Hebrew and Christian tradition, or of the Moham- 
medan Afrit, who is considered the embodiment of cleverness, 
so much so that to call one afrit is the highest compliment 
a Mohammedan can pay to one's intelligence. 

His similarity to the Teutonic Giant is accentuated by the 
fact that the Drakos, like his northern counterpart, is also 
regarded as the performer of feats beyond ordinary human 
strength. As in Ireland, for example, we hear of a Giant's 
Causeway, so in Macedonia we come across a " Drakos's Weight ** 
{tov ApaKov TO Bpdfii) — a big stone to the south of Nigrita; 
a "Drakos's Shovelful" (17 (f>/cvapca tov Apdfcov) — a mound 
of earth near the other monument ; a " Drakos's Tomb " (tov 
ApaKov TO fivTjfiopt) — a rock in the same neighbourhood, in 
which peasant imagination detects a resemblance to a high- 
capped dervish, resting against the slope of the hill ; and a 
"Drakos's Quoits" (ApaKoireTpai^y — two solitary rocks standing 

^ Gp. *'In the island of Carystos, in the Aegean, the prostrate Hellenic 
colamns in the neighbourhood of the city are said to have been flung down 
from above by the Drakos. 

In Tenos, a smooth rock, which descends precipitously into the sea, is called 
the Dragoness's Washing-board, from its resemblance to the places where Greek 
women wash their clothes." — Tozer, Researches in the Highlands of Turkey^ 
vol. n. p. 294. 
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in the plain of Serres, not far from the village of Liakkovikia. 
Concerning these rocks is told the following tale : 

The Princess and the Two Dragons.^ 

There was once in the country a king who had an only 
daughter. She was a lovely, beautiful maiden, and her name 
was Photeinfe. Two princes in the neighbourhood were 
enamoured of her. They both were marvellously tall and 
strong, and men called them Dragons. The king feared 
them greatly. One day they both came to Princess Photeine's 
father and asked for his daughter's hand. The king, on 
hearing the object of their visit, was seized with alarm 
and knew not what to do. For he feared lest, by pre- 
ferring one of them, he should incur the wrath of the 
other. He suddenly bethought himself of this plan. He 
proposed to his daughters suitors to throw the quoit, saying 
that the one who beat the other should become Photeine's 
husband. They agreed with pleasure, and they each took 
up a rock of an equal size and flung it with all their 
might from the same spot. But neither of them won; for 
the rocks both fell in the same place. Photeine's father then 
bade them build each a castle of the same size, saying that 
the one who finished his first, should take his daughter 
for wife. Again the lovesick Giants began and ended their 
task at exactly the same time. They then decided to engage 
in single combat. They fought with so great a fury that they 
both fell. When the Princess Photeinfe heard that these brave 
suitors had fallen victims to their love for her, she grieved 
profoundly and resolved to live and die a maiden. She retired 
to a lonely part of her father s dominions, and there spent the 
remainder of her life in saintly seclusion. 

The Drakos when conceived of as a giant sometimes has 
a spouse {Apaxaiva or ApaKovTiaaa), quite as big, strong, and 
stupid as himself The family is occasionally increased by a 
number of daughters who are remarkable for size, strength 

^ A. A. Tovfflov, *'H Kara t6 UdyYCuov Xc&/)a,' pp. 27 foU. 
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and partiality for human flesh, and who inherit their parents' 
abundant lack of wit. 

But the Drakos is very frequently identified with the 
serpent {BpdfccoVy 'dragon'), out of whom he was possibly 
evolved in the course of time. The Scythic NAgas are similarly 
confounded with serpents,^ while in Russian folklore the Snake 
" sometimes retains throughout the story an exclusively reptilian 
character ; sometimes he is of a mixed nature, partly serpent 
and partly man."" In Albanian mythology also the Negro, who 
corresponds to the Greek Black Giant and, like the latter, owes 
his origin to the Arabian Nights, absorbs and is in his turn 
absorbed by the serpent, while in Wallachian folk-tales the 
serpent element has superseded entirely the giant attributes, 
and the Wallachian dragon, like the Russian Zmyei,* appears 
in all the monstrous glory of wings and claws, breathing fire 
and threatening ruin to all whom it may concern. 

Mythologists agree in regarding the Drakos as a member 
of a large family of children of death, darkness, and natural 
forces hostile to man. The Drakos is said to embody the idea 
of a thunderstorm,* and from that point of view he may be 
considered as the modern representative of the ancient Python 
slain by Apollo, even as the thunder-cloud is dispelled and 
destroyed by the rays of the Sun. On the other hand, two of 
the legends given above rather suggest that the Drakos is a 
personification of the drought and therefore dreads the Bride, 
who wields the powers of thunder and lightning. But where 
all is so dark it would be rash to be dogmatic. 

The Lamia. 

The Lamia (Adfita) is connected with the Drakos by 
affinity of disposition and very often by the bonds of matrimony. 
She shares to the full his cannibal propensities and his infantile 
simplicity of mind. Her voracity has given rise to the proverb 

1 Wheeler, History of India, vol. i. p. 147. 
" Kalston, Russian Folk-Tales , p. 65. 
» Ralston, Songs of the Russian People, p. 173. 

^ For an exhaustive disquisition on the Modem Greek Drakos see Tozer, 
Researches in the Highlands of Turkey, vol. u. pp. 294 foil. 
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"to eat like a Lamia" (rpcoyeL aav Ad/mia), In spite of this 
unladylike trait, she is of noble descent and can point with 
pride to the pages of classical literature in proof of her pedigree, 
though, it must be added, the circumstances in Avhich she 
figures therein are not such as a noble lady would be anxious 
to recall.^ 

In Liddell and Scott s Greek Lexicon Lamia is defined as 
" a fabulous monster said to feed on man's flesh." This is true, 
but does not contain the whole truth. Lamia was not always 
a monster. She was once a fair maiden, so fair that Zeus 
himself succumbed to her charms. The result of this admira- 
tion was a number of beautiful children, which, however, Hera, 
the jealous spouse of the " Father of gods and men," snatched 
from their mother's arms. The latter went to hide her grief 
and despair amongst the rocks of the sea, and it was there that 
her beauty decayed, and she became a cruel, hideous monster, 
the terror of children and the laughing-stock of the Athenian 
play-goer. Another ancient tradition describes her as a beau- 
tiful sorceress who upon occasion assumed the form of a snake. 

In the modern conception of the Lamia we recognize these 
ancient traits, and more especially the first. The sudden death 
of a child is sometimes attributed to her cruelty. But on the 
other hand she, like her modem husband, the Drakos, is often 
represented as withholding the water from a district, until a 
human victim is offered to her. In the tale given below she is 
pictured as " a great marvellous monster with crooked claws and 
a pair of wings, each of which reached down to yonder plain " — 
apparently a winged serpent of the mythical dragon species, 
although she is also given four legs and three heads.^ 

For this tale I am indebted to Kyr Khaidhevtos (lit. 
Mr Worth-to-be-petted) of Vassilika. Kyr Khaidhevtos is a 

^ For instance, the scandalous story of &s tj Aafd* dXoOcr* ixipdero (Ar. 
Vesp, 1177) seems to have been notorious at Athens in the year 422 b.c. , and 
one can imagine the peals of laughter which must have greeted the comedian's 
allusion to it on the stage. 

^ Of the Striglay an evil monster akin to the Lamia and equally popular in 
Southern Greek mythology, I found no vestiges in Macedonia, except the name, 
which is very common but only as a term of abuse, applied to wicked hags, 
pretty nearly in the same way as our witch. 
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character worth-to-be-studied as a type of a large class of 
Macedonian peasants, who to a plentiful share of native shrewd- 
ness add an equal portion of faith, if we accept the Sunday 
schoolgirl's definition of faith as a capacity for believing 
" what you know is not true." 

Kyr Khaidhevtos enjoys the reputation of an ardent lover 
and eloquent retailer of folk-tales. Nor does Fame flatter him, 
as will presently appear. In my search after folklore I could not, 
therefore, do better than apply to Kyr Khaidhevtos for a few 
scraps from his rich store. He readily promised me that favour 
and, unlike some other local folklorists, did not forget to fulfil 
his promise. He called upon me one evening after the day's 
work was done, and regaled my ears till long after " the Moon 
and the Pleiades had sunk to rest." 

Kyr Khaidhevtos is a great actor, as well as a great nar- 
rator. His hands, his head, his face were all in perpetual motion, 
and they kept pace with the narrative so well that even one 
deaf could have followed the drift of the story. His eyes now 
glittered in wrath, now vanished behind the swelling curves 
of his rosy cheeks, according as he was engaged in a fierce 
or funny episode. For instance, in order to express the 
hurly-burly of battle and the tug of war, he would hook his 
two forefingers together and, with eyes flashing and bristling 
moustache, tug ferociously at them. To describe the majestic 
flight of an eagle, he spread his arms and swayed them slowly 
upwards, accompanying the action with a solemn look at the 
beams of the ceiling. If he wanted to give an idea of a hero's 
physique, he would square his own broad shouldei-s and swell 
his chest. The rapid movement of a man running away from 
danger was indicated with a quick opening and closing of 
the fingers of the right hand. The roar of rushing water was 
likewise made real by a deep rumbling noise which issued 
from Kyr Khaidhevtos's inner self. 

It was easy to see that he had worked himself into sincere 
self-delusion — the privilege of genius and the secret of success. 
Though he occasionally helped himself to a pinch of snuff, he 
did not allow this indulgence to interfere with the performance. 
Like a true artist he knew the value of a spell and was anxious 
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not to break it by interrupting the narrative, except now and 
again to moisten his lips with a drop of arrack and water. 
Let us now listen to the raconteur himself. 



The Story of the Prince and the Eagle} 

" Here begins the tale. Good evening to you. 

Once upon a time there was a king who had three sons. 
The youngest was the bravest and handsomest of the lot. 
A time came when the king was taken dangerously ill. He 
was at the point of death, and the doctors said that, in order 
to recover, he should eat the fat of a male hare. He called to 
himself the princes and said to them : 

" My children, I am dangerously ill, and the doctors have said 
that, in order to recover, I must eat the fat of a male hare. So 
I beg of you to go out to hunt and to bring me a male hare." 

"Very well, father,*' said the boys and, having taken their 
bows and clubs, they set out on their way to the far-off forests, 
in order to find hares. 

The two elder sons did not succeed in killing one, but the 
youngest killed three. Unfortunately, none of them were male. 
His brothers began to be envious of him, because he had proved 
abler than they. Next day they went out once more to hunt, 
and again the same thing happened. The two elder ones failed 
to do anything, while the youngest killed two hares, and one of 
these two hares was a male. Their envy grew thereat, and they 
said one to the other : 

" Let us kill him and then say to our father that robbers 
came and slew him.'* 

Close by there was a well, a very ancient well with marble 
slabs round about, and the water issued forth from within 
and flowed over the marble slabs. When the younger brother 
joined them, they said to him: 

" May we not drink some of the water of this well, especially 
as we are so thirsty?" 

" Right," answered he, " let us drink.'* 

^ For the original Greek see Appendix 11. 
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"We must, however, drink in due order," said the eldest, 
"First one, then the other, and next after him the third." 

So first drank the eldest, next the second, and last of all the 
youngest. He put his club and his bow under his arm and laid 
himself down upon his face, in order to drink of the water 
which flowed over the marble-slabs. Then one of them seized 
hira by one foot, and the other by the other, and they flung him 
into the well. So the prince fell in, and his brothers fled and 
returned to the palace. When they got home, they took the 
hare to their father and said: 

"Father, behold, we have succeeded at last in finding a 
male hare ; but we have lost our brother '* — and they pretended 
to be overwhelmed with sorrow. 

" What ! what did you say ? how has that happened ? " asks 
the king, rushing out of bed ; for he loved his youngest son 
more dearly than the others. 

" What can we say, father ? " answered they. " As we were 
hunting, suddenly a band of robbers came, and they meant to 
destroy us all : we two managed to escape ; but our poor 
brother perished." ^ 

Then great wailing arose in the palace. The king and the 
queen put on black, and wept bitterly. 

Now let us leave those wailing, and let us go to the 
prince. The well into which they threw him was exceedingly 
deep. He fell for three years before he touched bottom. After 
three years he set foot on the ground and came out at the 
other end. He opens his eyes and sees that he is in another 
world: it was the Nether World. Far, far away he espies a 
light. He walks on and on and at last arrives at a cottage. 
Within there was an old woman kneading dough in a small 
trough, in order to make a cake. The prince noticed that the 
old woman had no water, but only wept and kneaded the flour 
with her tears, and she also spat. And as she wept and spat 
and kneaded the dough, she sang a sorrowful dirge. 

The prince wondered greatly at seeing her spitting and 
weeping, and took pity on her. 

^ This p&rt of the narrative recalls, and perhaps is an echo of, the history 
of Joseph. Gen. xxxvii. 
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*' Good evening, grandmother," says he. 

" Good be to my child," says she, and she looked at him in 
amazement ; for he was a big, brave-looking youth and carried 
the club in one hand and his bow on his shoulder. " Whence 
comest thou my son ? Thou art not one of these parts. Art 
thou perchance come from the Upper World ? " 

" Yes, I come from the Upper World ; but how did you find 
that out, grandmother ? " 

" Oh, we have no such men like thee here. It is easy to 
see that thou art from above. And how didst thou get down 
here?" 

Then the prince told her everything : how his brothers had 
thrown him into the well and all the rest. 

"But wilt thou not tell me," he says to the old woman, 
" Wherefore dost thou not get some water wherewith to knead 
the bread, but thou kneadest it with tears and saliva, and 
wherefore dost thou weep and wail?" 

" Ah, my son, water we have none in these regions. There 
is a well ; but it is guarded by a Lamia, a monster with four 
legs and three heads,^ and it demands every month a maiden to 
devour, in order to let the water issue forth. This month the 
lot fell upon my only daughter Maruda, and she is now bound 
with chains to a plane-tree. To-morrow the monster will come 
out and eat her. Therefore do I weep and wail." 

When the Prince heard these words, he said : 

" I will kill this monster and rescue both thy daughter and 
the whole country .^ Only give me a morsel of this cake, when 
it is baked." 

^ This description sounds like a reminiscence of Cerberus, the three-headed 
dog which guarded the gates of the nether world of the ancients. It is not 
impossible that the rciconteur^s mind had come under classical influence ; for 
he told me that one of the despised tribe of schoolmasters obliged him with 
occasional readings from Greek History, which an artist like Eyr Ehaidhevtos 
would And no difficulty in assimilating and turning to good account. 

2 The incident of a monster withholding the water, until a maiden is given 
to him, and the hero killing the monster and rescuing the maiden, is a common- 
place in the folklore of many nations. 

[Cp. Le petit Rouget aorcier, a Modern Greek tale in a French translation 
first published by J. A. Buchon, in his La Grece Continentale et la M(yree, 
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" Ah, my son, how canst thou kill the monster, since even 
the king of this city and his army have been fighting it so 
many years and have not prevailed?" 

" I will kill it," answers the Prince. 

" Go thou not, or it will devour thee also." 

"I fear it not. Either shall I destroy this monster, or I 
will die." 

As they were talking, he suddenly heard a cry : Kray kra. 
He turned his head round and saw a great bird standing in 
a corner of the cottage. It was an eagle golden like an angel. 
He asks: 

"What is this bird?" 

" This bird my husband on dying left to me. It is now a 
hundred years since then. I have reared it, till it grew and 
became as thou seest it." 

" And that she-buflfalo, what is she ? " 

"That buffalo also my husband left me, a hundred years 
ago, and I reared her," says the old woman. 

So she gave him a morsel of the cake to eat, after having 
baked it, and the Prince set forth, with his club and bow, to go 
where Maruda stood bound, waiting for the monster to come 
out and devour her. 

When he got there and saw her, he said : 

" Wherefore art thou here ? " 

"It is my destiny. The lot has fallen on me and I am 

Paris, 1843, and reproduced by E. Legraud in his Recueil de Contes Populaires 
Chrecs, Paris 1881. Also Hahn, Griechische und Albanesische Mdrcheriy No. 98.] 

It recalls vividly the legends of Perseus and Andromeda and of Herakles and 
Hesione, which are by modern mythologists interpreted as.*' a description of the 
Sun slaying the Darkness." Tylor, Primitive Culture, vol. i. p. 339. 

The appreciation of water in the Near East, and the common occurrence 
of drought, may have given birth to the idea, apart from all mythological 
allegory. [Cp. Pindar's Apiarou fih (J5wp.] Most travellers from Col. Leake 
to Mr H. F. Tozer, and since, have noticed and commented upon the value set 
on water by the natives of these lands. They often describe one kind of it as 
"light" {0^a<t>pb) and another as '* heavy" (jSapiJ) or "hard" {(TKK-ripb) and, 
in a word, display aU the delicacy of taste of trained connoisseurs. At one 
place my host, in pressing a huge quantity of food on me at dinner, assured me 
that I need not be afraid of over-eating myself, as their water was good enough 
to bring about the digestion even of stones (kol irirpais vajfai raU xt^f^^^^i'). 
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waiting for the monster to come out and eat me, in order to let 
the water issue forth." 

Then the Prince drew his sword, cut the chains asunder, 
and said to her: 

"Fear not, I will rescue thee." 

She, seeing a youth fair like a star, as he was, took pity on 
him and said: 

" Flee far from hence, or thou also wilt perish as so many 
others have perished. Look, yonder is the graveyard where lie 
buried all those who have died these many years past in trying 
to rescue the country." 

" Be thou easy in thy mind," says the Prince, and he turned 
and looked, and saw the whole plain covered with graves. But 
he was not daunted. And as they were talking, there came a 
fearful din like thunder, and the ground shook as though there 
were an earthquake. 

" The monster is coming out. Flee, flee, or it will eat thee 
also," Maruda cries. 

But the Prince seized her in his arms and carried her to 
a height some way oflf, and then came back to wrestle with the 
Lamia. And the Lamia was a great marvellous monster with 
crooked claws and a pair of wings, each of them reaching 
from here down to yonder plain. She issued from the well and 
clutched the earth with her claws, ready to pounce. And when 
she saw the Prince she said: 

" Ah, well did my old Lamia-mother tell me : * Many a man 
wilt thou eat, but one day there will come such a one, and of 
him thou must be afraid.'"^ 

Then the Prince rushed upon the Lamia, club in hand,' and 
belaboured her, and he cut off with his sword first one head 

^ The Cyclops in Homer on a similar occasion bethinks himself, when too 
late, of an old prophecy : 

i(TK€ Tis ivOdde fJidvTLs dvijp i^iJs re /x^yas t€, 



6s fioi ^ifyri r&de vdirra TeXevn^eadai diriffcof, 
X^tpwv i^ *Odv<rrjos dfiafyrfiaeadai 6ir(inr^s. 

Odyss, IX. 607 foil. 
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and then another, till he slew her utterly, and there was not 
even a nostril left, as the saying goes.^ 

The people, great and small, every one of them, and the 
King with his Council of Twelve, were on the walls of the city 
watching the fight. And when the monster was slain, the 
water began to issue forth with a loud roar, and all cisterns and 
fountains were filled, and the cauldrons which the people held 
ready. 

Then the Prince took Maruda by the hand in order to lead 
her back to her mother, and she gave him her ring and said : 

"I am thine now." 

And when they came to the cottage, and the old woman saw 
them, she would not yet believe that the monster had really 
perished, but in the end she believed. Then says the Prince : 

" I have achieved this feat thanks to the morsel which thou 
gavest me; the morsel which thou hadst kneaded with thy 
tears. It was that which gave me strength, and I overcame 
the monster. Now thou wilt give me thy daughter for wife, 
and I shall be for ever thy son." 

So they embraced each other, and Maruda gave him her 
ring, and he gave her his, and the betrothal was concluded. 

But the King and his council were displeased that a stranger 
should have succeeded in accomplishing so great a feat, while 
they had fought for so many years and failed. And they wished 
to destroy him. They came forth with bows and swords, a great 
army, and they marched towards the cottage in order to seize 
him. When the old woman heard of this, she said : 

" You two must now flee and escape. I am an old woman, 
leave me here, I do not care if I die." 

" How shall we flee, my dear mother ? " answers the Prince. 
" Can I become an eagle and fly ? I am but a man. Let them 
come, and God's will be done." 

^ The combat between the hero and the monster, while the maiden for whom 
they are fighting is looking on from the summit of a height, presents exactly the 
same picture as that drawn by Sophocles in the description of the fight between 
Herakles and the Biver-god Achelous, the prize being Deianeira ** the soft and 
beauteous nymph " who all the while " sat on a conspicuous mound awaiting 
him who was to be her spouse." Track, 517 foil. 

A. P. 18 
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Then the old woman said : 

" This eagle which my husband left me, and which I have 
nourished for so many years, *tis he who will carry you out." 

They asked the eagle and said : 

" It is thy turn now to help us, who have nourished thee for 
so many years." 

"This is the very hour for which I have been waiting," 
answered the eagle. "You two mount on my neck, and take 
with you many provisions. Take three hundred okes of meat 
and three hundred okes of water, and let us fly." 

" Where shall we find the meat, and where shall we find a 
bottle big enough to hold so much water ? " they asked. 

" Slay the she-buflfalo which also you have nourished for so 
many years. Flay her and on her flesh we shall feed, and of 
her skin make a bottle and fill it with water." 

They slew the she-buffalo and loaded the eagle with the 
meat on one side and the skin on the other, and the Prince 
with the maiden mounted on his neck, and the eagle spread 
his wings and by little and little soared up. 

" God be with you," cried the old woman, and fell down and 
died. 

The eagle soared and soared for twelve long years, and by 
little and little the provisions began to fail. 

'* Kray kra,'' cried the eagle. 

"What dost thou want?" 

"I am hungry." 

Then the Prince cut off the muscle from his left arm and 
put it into the eagle's beak. 

*' Kra, kra'* cried the eagle again. 

"What dost thou want?" 

"I am thirsty." 

Then the Prince set his mouth close to the eagle's beak and 
gave him saliva to drink. 

So day by day they drew nearer to the Upper World. But 
once more the eagle grew hungry and the Prince cut off the 
muscle from his right arm and gave it to him to eat. Then he 
cut off* the muscle from his left leg, and next from his right 
leg. And he watered him from his own mouth, till they 
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reached the Upper World, and saw the light of the sun, and 
they alighted on a mountain close to the city of his father. 

Then the eagle said : 

" I will remain on the top of this mountain. You go into 
the city, and if perchance you ever be in need, think of me. 
Take this feather, bum it, and I shall understand from the 
smell and come at once." And he pulled a golden little feather 
from his brow and handed it to them. 

When they reached the city, the Prince asked : 

•' Where is the road which leads to the palace ? " and the 
people showed it to him. 

Twenty-five or thirty years had gone by since he had left, 
and his father and mother had grown old, and he himself 
had grown taller and looked even more heroic than before. 
Yet his mother, as soon as she saw him, knew him at once. 
Eh, does a mother ever forget her child ? Let ever so many 
years go by, when she sees it, she will still know it, even as a 
ewe, when she has lost her young one, seeks for it here and 
there and everywhere, and finds it by the smell. 

Even so the Prince's mother, as soon as she saw him, rose 
from the throne on which she was sitting with the king, opened 
her arms and cried out : 

" Our son ! our son whom we deemed lost. Dost thou not 
know him, husband?" 

The King on hearing this, rose too; but the others — ^the 
Council of Twelve^ — said to him : 

** Thou must first examine him, lest he be an impostor ; for 
we know that thy youngest son has been dead ever so many 
years." 

Then the King set about examining him, and the Prince 
related everything as it had happened; but they would not 
believe him. 

" How can that be ? " says the King. " These things thou 
speakest of : a Nether World and Lamias are things we have 
never heard of." 

^ The kings in modern Greek fairy-tales are generally constitutional 
monarchs, ruling in accordance with the advice of a Privy Council, or Cabinet, 
of Twelve. 

18—2 
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Then said the Queen: 

" My husband, thou art not right. This is our own child. 
I know him : my heart tells me that." 

Then the King ordered his secretaries to find in their books 
the time when the Prince disappeared, and other secretaries to 
write down everything as he narrated it now. Afterwards he 
turned to the Prince and said: 

"Well, suppose we credit what thou sayest about going 
down below, how hast thou come back ? " 

Then the Prince related how the eagle had brought them 
to the Upper World, and they wondered even more, and 
refused to believe him. 

"This thing must be attested by witnesses," said the 
King. "Where is this eagle? What has become of the 
bird?" 

" Look at my limbs which I have cut in order to feed him, 
if you will not believe otherwise,*' answers the Prince, and he 
showed his arms and his legs, from which he had cut off the 
flesh. But still they found it hard to believe. 

Then Maruda bethought herself of the feather, and said : 

" What hast thou done, my husband, with the feather which 
the eagle gave us? Now is the time to bum it, and he will 
come to bear witness for us." 

" Thou speakest well," says the Prince, " I had forgotten it," 
and he takes the feather from his pocket. And when the 
others saw it, they wondered, for they had never in their lives 
seen such a beautiful golden feather. 

Then the Prince put it close to the fire in the charcoal-pan, 
which stood in the middle of the room, and ignited it, and the 
palace was filled with a fine odour. 

It became known outside in the city that such a bird would 
come, and all the people went out to see it. As they were 
awaiting the eagle's coming, they suddenly saw a great cloud, 
and by little and little the eagle came down with a loud whirr 
and sat upon the terrace of the palace. 

Then said the Prince: 

" My King, let us all go up to the terrace, and the eagle 
will come there." 
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And they all went up to the terrace, and saw the eagle, and 
the eagle did homage to the King, and the King asked him : 

" Tell us, O eagle, how didst thou ascend from the Nether 
World?" 

And the eagle spoke and related everything. And when he 
finished, he cried gluy glu and vomited forth one piece of flesh. 

" This is," he said, " from thy left arm, which thou cutst off 
in order to feed me," and he set it in its place, spat, and stuck 
it. Next he brought out another piece and stuck it to the 
right arm, and likewise to the legs. 

Then they all believed, and the king embraced his son and 
Maruda, and seated them near him, and said : 

" So thy brothers sought to destroy thee ? " and he ordered 
them to be seized and slain ; but the Prince fell to his feet and 
kissed the hem of his robe, and begged him to forgive them. 

" They sought to do me ill," he said, " but it has turned out 
well; for had they not flung me into the well, I should not 
have seen that world, nor should I have performed so many 
feats and deeds of valour, and become famous." 

After a deal of trouble he prevailed on the king to forgive 
them. Then they embraced all round, and lived happy ever 
after. May we be happier still! 

At that judgment I also was present, and it is there that 
I got the tale which I have told you this evening."^ 

The conclusion of the narrative was followed by a critical 
discussion. My informant's transcendent contempt for consis- 
tency led me to point out timidly that, if the hero had spent 
three years going down and twelve coming up, and there is 
no allowance made for residence in the Nether World, he 
could hardly be said to have been absent from his native land 
" twenty-five or thirty years." I thought this an unanswerable 
argument. But I was mistaken. It was beautiful to observe 

^ For a parallel to this story in a French translation, see G. Georgeakis and 
L^on Pineau, Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos^ pp. 38 foil. Also, in a German translation, 
Hahn, Mdrchen, No. 70. The eagle incident also occurs in <* La Belle de la 
Terre/' an Albanian story in Aagnste Dozon, Contes Albanais, No. 5; other 
references are given in Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos, pp. 39 and 40, notes. I have 
never seen the story in a Greek text. 



278 Macedonian Folklore 

the tolerant smile with which Kyr Khaidhevtos waved aside 
my objections. " You have no imagination, sir, I can see that, 
and am sincerely soi;ry for you," that is what his eyes said. 
But what his courteous lips actually uttered was : " This is but 
a fairy-tale " {avTo 'vai irapafivdi) — a stereotyped phrase from 
which he refused to depart. And yet it was Kyr Khaidhevtos 
who later delivered the vigorous denunciation of " learned men 
and schoolmasters " recorded at the beginning of this chapter. 



CHAPTER XV. 

ALEXANDER AND PHILIP IN FOLK-TRADITION. 

Everything that savours of antiquity is by the Macedonian 
peasant attributed to the two great kings of his country. His 
songs and traditions, of which he is vastly and justly proud, are 
often described as having come down " from the times of Philip 
and Alexander — and Herakles," a comprehensive period to 
which all remnants of the past are allotted with undiscrimi- 
nating impartiality. 

On the way from Drama to Cavalla, and a little back from 
the road, stand the massive relics of an ancient gate, facing the 
ruins of Philippi. This pile is known to the people by the 
name of "Alexander the Great's Palace" (to YlaXdrt, rov 
MeydXov ^AXe^dvSpov), 

At Demir Hissar, or "The Iron Castle,'* on the Salonica- 
Serres railway line, there are some remnants of an old citadel, 
or fortress (/cda-rpo), overlooking the ravine between the flanks 
of which the town is wedged. These ruins are assigned to 
King Philip. A big stone jar discovered among them some 
time ago was promptly labelled "King Philip's money-jar, or 
treasury." The same romantic tradition discerns in two smooth 
stones, lying on the rocky bank of the local river, the " Washing- 
boards" on which "The Princesses" (Baa-LXo7rov\aL<;) — the 
daughters of King Philip — used to bleach (Kevxaivovv) their 
clothes in the manner of Macedonian women at the present day. 

The two solitary rocks in the plain of Serres, already noted 
as the "Dragon's Quoits," are by the inhabitants of Nigrita 



280 Macedonian Folklore 

called the "Quoits of Alexander the Great" {YieTpaL<; tov 
MeyaKov 'AXe^dvSpov), who is supposed to have thrown them ; 
for did he not live in the age when, according to a muleteer s 
phrase, "God was wont to vouchsafe heroic might to men*' 
(d^icove TOv<; dvTp€La)fievov<;) ? 

Again, near the village of Stavros, or "The Cross," close to 
the eastern coast of the Chalcidic Peninsula, and a little to the 
north of the site where Stageira, Aristotle's birthplace, is 
generally located,^ there rises a mountain, unnamed in maps, but 
known to the peasantry as "Alexander's Mount " (to Bovvo tov 
^AXe^dvBpov, or, less correctly, Trj<; 'AXe^ai/S/oa?) — ^a designation 
especially appropriate in a neighbourhood which is associated 
with the name of Alexander's famous tutor. 

To the south of Stavros lies the village of Lympsiasda, 
which the natives derive from the name of Alexander's mother 
(Olympias), according to Col. Leake ** not without probability." 
This traveller gives the name, less correctly, as Lybjd.dha and 
on the local etymology remarks that "the omission of the 
initial o, the third case, and the conversion of AvfjLTndBa into 
Av/jbiTT^LdBa, are all in the ordinary course of Romaic corrup- 
tion." 

In the same paragraph he records that "a situation a 
little below the serdi of the Agi at Kastro, where some 
fragments of columns are still seen, is said to have been the 
site of Alexander's mint. Both Turks and Greeks, and even 
the poorest peasants, are full of the history of Alexander, 
though it is sometimes strangely disfigured, and not unfre- 
quently Alexander is confounded with Skanderbeg."^ 

The incantation in which the name of Alexander the Great 
is employed to drive away the demons of the whirlwind^ is a 
further instance of the tenacity of tradition, and it also points 
to the curious halo which in the course of centuries of ignorance 

^ Col. Leake thinks that the village itself is on the site of the old Stageirus : 
"These remains (viz. of ancient walls), the position, and the name Stavros, 
which, the accent in ^rdyeipos being on the first syllable, is a natural con- 
traction of that name, seem decisive of Stavros being the site of Stageirus." 
Travels in Northern Oreece^ vol. iii. p. 168. 

2 lb, p. 166. 8 V, supra, p. 251. 
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has gathered round the great King's personality. In popular 
estimation Alexander fills a place analogous to that occupied by- 
Solomon in the Arabian Nights and other oriental compositions. 
He is credited with a mysterious power over the spirits of evil, 
and his is a name to conjure with. 

Legendary History of Alexander the Great 

Alexander the Great has from the earliest times been the 
favourite hero of romance. Even in his life-time, so strong was 
the glamour of his wonderful personality and exploits, that no 
legend was deemed by his contemporaries too wild for credence. 
In Strabo*s words " all those who attended on Alexander pre- 
ferred the marvellous to the true.''* If such was the tendency 
among men who knew the hero in the flesh, we can easily 
imagine the attitude of people removed from him in time and 
space. Hence arose a cycle of narratives, at first nebulous 
enough, no doubt, but which were soon condensed into the fable 
known as the Alexander story. It has been surmised that this 
extraordinary production, which is redeemed from the charge of 
being a bad history by being a bad romance, originated in the 
Valley of the Nile immediately after the conqueror's death, and 
thence spread like an epidemic over Europe and Asia. How- 
ever that may be, the oldest version that has come down to us 
is in Greek and goes under the name of Pseudo-Callisthenes, 
who is supposed to have lived in the second century of our era.^ 
This Greek Life of Alexander (Bto? ^AXe^dvBpov) has directly 
or indirectly been the prolific parent of a numerous progeny 
extending through many ages and languages. In the East we 
find the legend popular among the Syrians, the Armenians, the 
Copts, the Abyssinians, the Arabs, the Persians, the Turks, the 
Malays and the Siamese. Hebrew literature is also rich in 
stories concerning Alexander's career; but for these neither 
Pseudo-Callisthenes nor his conjectural Egyptian progenitor 

^ irdvT€S fUy yap ol vepl *A\4^avdpov rb davfiaarov dvrl riXridovs dired^xovTo 
fjiSLWov, Geogr. xv. 1. 28. 

^ Several of the extant Greek mss. have been coUated and edited. See 
C. MuUer, Pseudo-Callisthenes (in Arriani Anabasis^ by F. Dtlbner), Paris, 1846 
H. Meusel, Pseudo-Callisthenes ^ Leipzig, 1871. 
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can be held responsible. In the West the Historia de preliis 
and many other Latin works, both in prose and in verse, held 
the field for centuries until they passed into the vernacular of 
various countries and became known to French, Italians, 
Spaniards, Germans, Dutch, Scandinavians and Slavonians. In 
the hands of the Troubadours Alexander was metamorphosed 
into a mediaeval knight, and in this guise he crossed the 
channel and found a home as Kyng Alisaunder among our old 
English metrical romances.^ Needless to say, the Macedonian 
in these posthumous peregrinations was obliged to change not 
only his garb and speech but also his religion. In the East, as 
in the West, he frequently adopts the Christian creed and 
distinguishes himself by his piety and scriptural erudition. 
Some of these traits of character will appear in the History of 
the Oreat Alexander of Macedon: his life, wars, and death^, of 
which a risumi is given below. 

Whether this modem edition is the lineal descendant of 
a version from an old Greek text, or is derived from some 
mediaeval source, Eastern or Western, is a question to which I 
dare give no answer. Its vocabulary and style, though modern 
in the main, reveal numerous traces of a mediaeval origin. 
The story itself bears to that of Pseudo-Callisthenes the same 
degree of relationship which is found in most of the other 
romances. But this is not the place for a minute comparison 
and analysis. For our present purpose it is sufficient to state 
that the story, under the popular designation of " Chap-book of 
Alexander the Great" {^vXKaha rov ^e^oKov ^AXe^dvBpov), 
has long been, and still is, a favourite reading among the lower 
classes all over the Greek world, and has helped more than 
anything else to keep the Conqueror's memory fresh and 

1 Among the works to be consulted by those interested in the development 
of the Alexander myth are E. A. Wallis Budge, The History of Alexander the 
Great (Syriac version of the Pseudo-Callisthenes ; text with English translation 
and notes), Cambridge, 1889; The Life and Exploits of Alexander the Great 
(Translation of the Ethiopio versions of Pseudo-Callisthenes and other writers), 
London, 1896; Giusto Grion, I Nobili Fatti di Alessandro Magno (Old Italian 
versions from the French), Bologna, 1872 ; etc. 

^ ^'l<TTopla rod MeydKov ^AXe^dvdpov rod yiaKeddvos '. Bios, TLdXefioL Kal Qdvaros 
aitrov,' Athens, I. Nicolaides, 1898. 
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confused. Numbers of these pamphlets are yearly sold to the 
peasants of Macedonia by itinerant booksellers, and it was from 
one of these diflfusers of doubtful light that I obtained my 
copy for the modest sum of one piastre (equal to 2\d, sterling). 
After what has already been said about the other versions 
of the Alexander legend it would be superfluous to add that 
this also is a "History" beside which Milton's History of 
England reads like a sober record of facts. A flippant critic 
might describe it as a work conceived in dyspepsia and 
executed in delirium. 

In this mytho-historical composition, as in all the kindred 
productions mentioned above, the birth of Alexander is attributed 
to the miraculous intervention of the god Ammon, assisted by 
a somewhat questionable character, Nektenabos,* late king of 
Egypt, subsequently Court magician and astrologer in ordinary 
to Philip of Macedon. The child's entry into the world was 
heralded by much thunder and lightning and other indications of 
an abnormal origin. His education was entrusted to Aristotle and 
Nektenabos jointly. " The lad used to go to the former in the 
morning and to the latter in the afternoon": the one taught 
him his letters, the other initiated him into the mysteries of 
the stars. 

Alexander's boyhood was signalized by many deeds fore- 
shadowing his future pushfulness. One of these was the act 
by which he repaid Nektenabos for his tuition. Master and 
disciple were one evening standing on the top of a high tower 
gazing at the heavenly bodies. Alexander suddenly, and rather 
irrelevantly, remarked : 

" O thou who knowest so many things, dost thou know how 
thou wilt come by thy death ?" 

" I shall meet my death at the hands of my son," answered 
the astrologer. 

1 The name IfeKTcva^Ss of our text appears in the old mss. of the Pseudo- 
Callisthenes as 'NeKravepJjs or Ne/crai'a/SuJs, and occasionally as N6ifT«'o/3c6s ; in 
the Syriao version as Naktib6s ; in the Ethiopic as Bekt&nis etc. In the Italian 
versions it is Nattanabus, Natanabus, Nathabor, Natabor, Natanabor or Natanabo. 
All these and innumerable other forms are corruptions of the Egyptian Nekht- 
neb'f, or Nectanebus II, who was defeated by the Persians in about 358 b.c. 
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" How can a son slay his own father?'* said Alexander, and 
forthwith pushed his tutor over the parapet. Then, adding 
insult to injury, he cried after the fallen sage, " Methinks thou 
hast lost thine art, O master ! " 

" It is not so, for thou art my son ! " 

" How can I be thy son, since Philip is my father ?" retorted 
the disciple in a manner which showed that Aristotle's lessons 
in Logic had not been wasted on him. 

Thereupon Nektenabos, presumably interrupting his descent 
(for these things happened before the discovery of the law of 
gravitation), narrated to him at great length the secret story of 
his birth, the truth whereof was known only to himself and 
Alexander's mother, and then expired. 

And now Alexander, having bewailed and buried his real 
father befittingly, and done many other wondrous deeds in the 
meantime, succeeds to the throne vacated by the death of his 
presumed parent and sets out on his grand tour round the 
globe. One of his earliest achievements is the conquest of 
Western Europe, all the Potentates whereof were forced to do 
homage and to pay tribute to him. The Romans, among other 
things, endeavoured to win his favour by offering him Solomon's 
great coat, which that eccentric individual Nebuchadnezzar had 
stolen from Jerusalem ; also twelve jugs full of precious stones, 
which had likewise belonged to Solomon and were kept by him 
in the Holy of Holies in Holy Ziou ; also Solomon's crown, set 
with three gems which at night gleamed like lit candles, and 
encircled with a wreath of twelve diamonds bearing the names 
of the twelve months inscribed on them ; also the crown of the 
great "Queen Sibyl"; also the royal armour of Priam, which 
they had carried off from Troy, and a few other trifles of a 
similar kind. 

While doing Rome and the Romans, Alexander visited the 
famous " temple of Apollo in that city," and the god's high- 
priest "presented unto him myrrh, frankincense, and other 
royal gifts." He likewise produced a book and read from it 
the following 

Prophecy from the Book of the Hellenes : "In the year 5,000 
there shall come forth a one-homed he-goat and shall put to flight 
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the leopards of the West. To the South shall he also go. And 
in the East he shall meet the marvellous ram of the spread horns, 
one whereof reaches to the South, and the other to the North. 
The one-horned he-goat shall smite the marvellous ram in the 
heart and slay him. Whereby all the rulers of the East shall be 
terror-stricken, and all the swords of Persia shall be broken in 
pieces. He shall also come to mighty Rome and shall be 
unanimously acclaimed King of the Universe." 

The Greek philosophers who attended the King in his 
travels interpreted the oracle as follows: 

"O King Alexander, in the Vision of the prophet Daniel^ 
the Empires of the West are named leopards, those of the South 
lions, those of the East a two-horned ram — to wit the empire 
of the Modes and the empire of the Phoenicians — and the 
one-homed he-goat is the empire of the Macedonians." 

King Alexander elated by the prophecy forthwith ordered 
the Lords of England to build him a small fleet of some twelve 
thousand stout galleys (Karepya 'x^ovSpd eo)? BcoBcKa ^^tXiaSe?), 
each galley to hold one thousand armed men and their provisions. 
This was the beginning of his Eastern campaign. He sent his 
cavalry under the command of Ptolemy and Philones to Barbary 
" by land," while he himself sailed to Egypt. After a prosperous 
voyage of thirty days and thirty nights he reached the mouth 
of the Gold Stream {xpvGoppoa^ irorafio^;), where he built a 
walled city and called it Alexandria. There his generals, 
Ptolemy and Philones, joined him in the evening, fresh from 
the conquest of Barbary. 

Having allowed himself a few days' rest, Alexander 
proceeded to Troy, the city of Helen, the virtuous woman 
who had said that "she preferred an honourable death to a 
dishonourable life " and refused to become another man's wife. 
The Lords of Troy crowned him with the Queen's own crown, 
which shone like the sun, and at night gleamed like the light, 
owing to the precious stones with which it was adorned. They 
likewise presented him with a casket [?]* which had once been 

^ Daniel vii. viii. 

2 Kki^avovy * an oven * [?]. Perhaps it is a printer's error for Ki^orrbvy * a 
wooden box, chest, coffer.' 
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Hector's, and with the Book of Homer, in which is set forth the 
history of the War from the beginning to the fall of the City. 
Alexander read, and then gave utterance to the following 
chivalrous sentiment : 

" Alas ! how many heroes have perished for the sake of a 
paltry woman ! " 

He then visits the tombs of the heroes and tells them how 
sorry he is to find them dead. Had he met them before, he 
would have honoured them with rich gifts. 

" But now," he pathetically exclaims, " that you have died, 
what gifts can I honour you with ? There is no other honour 
possible to the dead than that of firankincense and myrrh. 
May the gods reward you for the deeds of valour which you 
have performed, according to Homer ! " 

After a short trip home to Macedonia, in which he was 
accompanied by all his armies and the captive kings of the 
West, Alexander sets out' against Darius ; but on the way he 
halts to tamper with the Jews. He pens and despatches the 
following epistle to the Hebrews : 

" Alexander, by the grace of the Most High, King of Kings, 
to you who dwell in Jerusalem, and confess your faith in one 
God of heaven and earth, the All-powerful God Sabaoth — 
cordial greetings. As soon as you have received this, bow down 
to me and come forth to meet me ; for I by the might of the 
All-powerful God Sabaoth will deliver you firom the hands of 
the image-worshippers. Do not act contrary to my behests, 
and I will bestow upon you good laws, such as you will like." 

But the wily Hebrews were not to be won by empty 
words : 

"0 King Alexander," they answered, "we have duly re- 
ceived thy letter, and have bowed down to thee. May your 
Majesty please to know that we are worshippers of God Sabaoth 
who delivered us once from our bondage in Egypt, and we 
crossed the Red Sea and came to this land to live; but now 
owing to our sins He has delivered us into the hands of Darius. 
If we surrender to thee, without his leave, he will surely come 
and reduce us to utter slavery. Go thou, therefore, first against 
Darius and, if thou vanquishest him, then we will be thy 
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faithful servants. Come then into Jerusalem, and we will 
hail thee King of the Universe." 

Thus answered the Hebrews, mindful of their own safety. 
But Alexander's wrath rose thereat, and he wrote: 

" King Alexander, the servant of the All-powerful God, to 
all who dwell in Jerusalem. I did not think you to be such 
great cowards as to fawn on Darius, you who worship the 
All-powerful God Sabaoth. Wherefore should you be the slaves 
of image-worshippers and not mine, who also worship the same 
God ? I will not go against Darius, but will come straightway 
against you, and you may do as you deem best." 

Shortly after this ultimatum Alexander entered Jerusalem 
and worshipped in the Temple. The Hebrews bowed to the 
inevitable with a good grace. The prophet Jeremiah especially 
distinguished himself by his tact. Accompanied by all the 
notables of the city and loaded with gifts he came to do homage 
to Alexander. But the king generously waived his claims to 
the gifts on behalf of the God Sabaoth, to whom they were 
accordingly presented. Jeremiah, however, by this step won 
the King's favour, and the two used to take walks together. 
The prophet turned this intimacy to account by confirming the 
King in the faith, and, pleased with his success, one afternoon, 
as they were strolling out, he delivered himself of the following 
prediction : 

" Thou shalt conquer Egypt and slay the Emperor of India, 
and thou shalt fall ill. But our God will help thee, and thou 
shalt become ruler of the Universe. Thou shalt go near Paradise 
and there thou shalt find men and women confined on an island. 
Their food is the fruits of trees, and their name is The Blessed. 
They shall prophesy unto thee concerning thy life and death. 
All these things shalt thou see and many more. My blessing 
be upon thee!" 

Jeremiah, after the fashion of a perfect guide, pressed some 
of the antiquities of the country upon the King : precious stones 
with the name of the God Sabaoth inscribed upon them, from 
Joshua's helmet; Goliath's sword; Samson's casque, adorned with 
the claws of dragons ; " the spear of the diamond point " ; Saul's 
mantle, which steel could not pierce, and many other presents 
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useful as well as ornamental. From Jerusalem Alexander 
proceeded to Egypt, where he caught a chill by bathing while 
warm in a very cold lake, but happily the illness did not prove 
fatal. 

The magician Nektenabos, before he became Court astrologer 
to Philip of Macedon, had been king of the Egyptians. On 
quitting his kingdom — owing to circumstances over which he 
had no control — he had left the following message to his subjects : 

" I, being unable to withstand the might of Darius, depart 
from amongst you. But I will come back again thirty years 
hence.^ Erect a pillar in the centre of the city, carve upon it 
my head and round my forehead put the royal crown. There 
will come to you one who will stand under the pillar, and the 
crown will drop upon his head. To him do ye homage : he will 
be my son ! " 

In pursuance of these instructions the Egyptians recognized 
Alexander as their king, for the crown did drop on his head, 
according to the prediction. 

It would be tedious to follow the hero in his supernatural 
progress through Asia. SuflBce it to say that everywhere he 
went, he saw^, and he annexed. Such a life, however, could not 
close quite in the ordinary way. The end of his career was 
signalized on his way to Babylon, among other things, by a 
nocturnal call from his friend Jeremiah, who being unable to 
come in the body (owdng to the fact that he was dead) sent his 
spirit to visit the King in a dream and prophesy to him as 
follows : 

" Be ready, O Alexander, to come to the abode prepared for 
thee ; for thy days are numbered out, and thou shalt receive thy 
death from the hands of thy nearest and dearest. Go thou to 
Babylon and arrange the aflFairs of thy kingdom.'* 

Having delivered this message, Jeremiah vanished. 

Soon after the prophet's departure another visitor came; 
but this one in the body. It was his old tutor Aristotle, who 
was the bearer of gifts and messages from Olympias. His 

^ At the beginning of the narrative the same message is given in the following 
words, **I will return after twenty-four years. I now go as an old man but 
I will return young (meaning thereby his son Alexander)." 
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arrival was an agreeable diversion from the painful thoughts 
aroused by the prophet's visit, and Alexander greeted him with 
royal efifusion : 

"Welcome, precious head," said he, throwing his arms 
round the philosopher's neck and kissing him affectionately, 
"who shinest like the sun among all the Hellenes!" 

A friendly interchange of news and narratives followed, and 
there was much feasting. But the shadow of death already 
darkened the glory-crowned head. 

In the King s household there were two brothers Leucadouses 
and Bryonouses, by name : one of them was master of the horse,, 
the other cup-bearer to the King. Their mother, who had see» 
neither of them for years, wrote to them repeatedly urging then* 
to return home. But the King always refused to grant 
permission. This circumstance, added to the fact that Alexander 
had knocked the cup-bearer a few days before "with a stick 
on the head'* for breaking a valuable goblet, aroused much 
disaffection in the brothers' breasts. The arrival of a fresh 
letter from home added the spark to the fuel. "The crafty 
devil entered into the cup-bearer's heart," and he resolved to 
poison his master. The plot found supporters among many of 
the courtiers — all of them being among the King's dearest friends. 
Some of the conspirators were actuated by nostalgia, others by 
wicked ambition. During a banquet a poisoned cup was offered 
to the King. He quaflFed it unsuspectingly and died. 

The Romance, which has been much condensed in the above 
synopsis, ends with the King's will and testament, his death,, 
the death of his murderer, the death of his steed Bucephalus, 
the wailings and demise of his wife Rhoxandra,* their joint 
funeral, a sermon, and the moral : " Vanity of vanities ; all is 
vanity ! " 

^ This is the form under which the name appears in the Romance. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

BIRD LEGENDS. 

Classical scholars are familar with the beautiful old myths 
in which the origin of certain birds is traced to a transfiguration 
brought about by the direct agency of the gods. The fables of 
Philomela and Procne, of Itys and Tereus, and of Ijnax are 
fresh in every student's memory. Still more so is perhaps the 
metamorphosis of Halcyon, wife of Ceyx, King of Thessaly, who, 
in the words of the poet, "flitting along the rocky ridges on 
the shore of the sea sings her plaintive lay, ever lamenting the 
loss of her spouse."^ 

Several more or less close parallels to this legend — due 
either to survival or to revival — exist at the present day in_- 
Macedonia. 

First among them ranks the widely-known story of th^ 
gyom {yKvoiv^ a bird, which, so far as I could identify it, seem^ 
to be a species of plover. 

L The Oyon, 
(From Salonica and Sevres.) 

There lived once two brothers, who were very jealous of 
each other and were constantly quarrelling. They had a mother 
who was wont to say to them : 

" Do not wrangle,^ my boys, do not wrangle and quarrel, or 
Heaven will be wroth against you, and you shall be parted." 

1 Eur. Iph. in Taur. 1089 foil. 

' fiijy TpdiyeffTCf lit. " do not eat each other up." 



Bird Legends 291 

But the youths would not listen to their parent's wise 
counsels, and at last Heaven waxed wroth and carried off one 
of them. Then the other wept bitterly, and in his grief and 
remorse prayed to God to give him wings, that he might fly in 
quest of his brother. God in His mercy heard the prayer and 
transformed the penitent youth into a gyon. 

The peasants interpret the biixi's mournful note gyon! 
gyon ! as Anton ! Anton ! or Gion ! Gion ! (Albanian form of 
John) — the departed brother's name — and maintain that it 
lets fall three drops of blood from its beak every time it calls. 
Whether the alleged bleeding is a reminiscence of Philomela's 
tongue cut off by Tereus, it is impossible to say with certainty. 

Bemhard Schmidt ^ compares the name of the bird (o yxcdiv, 
or jKuovrj^) with the Albanian form (yjovve or yjov) and refers to 
Hahn's Tales^ for an Albanian parallel, in which the gyon and 
the cuckoo are described as brother and sister. He also quotes 
Carnarvon's account of a Southern Greek legend about a bird 
called Kvpd, 

" That bird had once been a woman, who, deprived of all 
her kindred by some great calamity, retired to a solitary moun- 
tain to bewail her loss, and continued on the summit forty days, 
repeating in the sad monotony of grief the lamentation of the 
country 'Ah me ! ah me !' till at the expiration of that period 
she was changed by pitying Providence into a bird."* 

The same industrious collector refers to Newton for a 
similar story: "The other day we heard a bird uttering a 
plaintive note, to which another bird responded. When Mehe- 
met Chiaoux (sic) heard this note, he told us with simple 
earnestness that once upon a time a brother and sister tended 
their flocks together. The sheep strayed, the shepherdess 
wandered on in search of them, till at last, exhausted by fatigue 
and sorrow, she and her brother were changed into a pair of 
birds, who go repeating the same sad notes. The female bird 
says: 'Quzvmlari gheurdunmu — Have you seen ray sheep?' 

* Chrieeh, Mdrehen^ Sagen und VolksliedeTy ii. 3. Der Vogel Gki6n, pp. 
241—3. 

» Mdrehen, No. 104. 

' Carnarvon, Reminiscences of Athens and the Morea, p. 111. 

19—2 
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{peety *to drink'), and a pious legend has been invented to 
account for its thirst : it is a punishment for the bird's dis- 
obedience to the Lord's behest to aid in the creation of the 
seas, rivers, and lakes of the earth. The sparrow's chirping is 
explained as Jif! J if I or "He (viz. Christ) is living! He is 
living !" thus urging on His tormentors to fresh cruelties ; but 
the swallow, with opposite intent, cried : . JJmer I TJmer ! " He is 
dead ! He is dead !" Therefore it is that to kill a swallow is a 
sin, and that its nest brings good luck to a house/ 

1 Balston, Russian Folk-Tales, pp. 331—332. The Indians of America have 
also oonstmed the notes of birds, like the robin and the tomtit, into human 
language, see Memoirs of the American Folk-Lore Society, vol. vn. p. 58. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

A far-travelled Game. 

One of the favourite pastimes of the Macedonian peasantry 
is the game known by the name of " The Meeting of Three 
Roads " {to TpcoSc), It is identical with our Nine Men's Morris 
and is played in the following manner. A diagram consisting 
of three squares, one within the other, is drawn with a piece of 
chalk or charcoal upon a flat surface, a stone or board or table, 
as the case may be. . The squares are joined with lines drawn 
across from the middle of the inner to the middle of the outer 
sides (fig. 1) and sometimes with diagonals as well (fig. 2). 





Fig. 2. 

The battle-field thus prepared, each of the two combatants 
is armed with nine pebbles, beans, grains, sticks, bits of paper 
or what not, of a colour different from that of the pieces of his 
opponent. The lead is decided by an appeal to chance. This 
is done in one or the other of several ways. First by means of 
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the familiar odd or even ? (fiovd rj ^vyd ;). Next, by concealing 
a small object in one hand and then putting the question: 
cuckoo or wind? {kovkko^ fj ai/e/to?;), cuckoo representing the 
fist which contains the object, and wind the other. Thirdly, by 
wetting one side of a sherd of pottery and throwing it up into 
the air. Before it has come to the ground the question sun or 
rain? (fy\to9 rj ffpoxv /) is asked, sun being the dry, and rain 
the wet side. Lastly, by tossing up a coin and asking the 
Greek equivalent of our heads or tails? (rovpd^ y ypdfifiara, 
i.e. Imperial cipher or letters ?). 

The winner opens the campaign by planting down one of 
his pieces at some point of intersection, and is followed by 
his opponent. This is done by the two players alternately 
until all the pieces are placed. The end towards which each of 
them strives is to get three pieces in a row — to make a trio 
{vd KavTf TpLoSt) — and to prevent his adversary from attaining 
the same end. When all the pieces are disposed of, they are 
moved, one place at a time, by turns, with the same object in 
view. He who has made a trio is entitled to one of his 
opponent's pieces. The struggle goes on with varying fortune 
until one of the combatants is left with only two pieces. Then 
the battle is lost and won. 

The game, as may be imagined, gives scope for considerable 
display of strategical skill both in the placing and in the moving 
of the pieces. By a judicious choice of captives the winner can 
render his enemy helpless. The decisive advantage, and the 
one at which both sides aim, is the establishment of what is 
technically known as a "double door" (StTropro), that is, two 
trios, which can be managed by moving one piece to and fro ; 
" opening" one and "closing" the other simultaneously. When 
this advantage is secured the victory is a foregone conclusion. 

The game is also popular in Southern Greece. Its name 
seems to point to the antiquity of its origin,^ though evidence 
of its being known in classical times is wanting. An essentially 
similar, though simpler game, however, was known to the Romans. 
The Latin form corresponded to our Elizabethan Nine-holes, 

^ Tpi6di,{oy) is not used in Modern Greek except in reference to the game, the 
ordinary name for a meeting of three roads being rplarparo. 
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and was played with three instead of nine pebbles. The 
point, nevertheless, was the same : "to range one's pebbles in a 
continuous line."^ 

Like most popular sports the Triodi in various forms, more 
or less developed, has helped many and widely-separated races 
to kill the universal enemy. In Rome the game was considered 
favourable to the promotion of friendly intercourse between 
youths and maidens, so much so that Ovid, than whom none 
was more deeply versed in matters of this kind, pronounces it 
**a shame for a damsel not to know how to play it"; for 
*'ludendo aaepe paratur amor" The old Egyptians also loved 
their own variant of the game, while the fierce Vikings of the 
North beguiled with it the tedium of their long sea-voyages. 
Their favourite variety of the game, to judge from a fragment 
of a board found in a Viking ship some years ago, corresponds to 
our fig. 1. Shakespeare mentions the more complex form 
of the game,' which under various denominations still survives 
in many English counties. The most familiar of all the 
varieties is, of course, the Noughts and Crosses in which school- 
boys, those great preservers of ancient tradition, indulge to 
this day.' 

The game of MoiTa. 

Among the Jews of Salonica, the vast majority of whom are 
the descendants of Spanish refugees expelled by Ferdinand 
and Isabella, there survives a game common throughout 
Southern Europe and known to the French as mourre, and to 
the Italians and the Spaniards as morra. It is by the latter 
name that the Jews of Salonica call it. Groups of shoeblacks 
can be seen at all times of the day, sitting on the pavement 
either as players or as lookers on. It is played by two, each 

^ pama tabella capit temos utrimque lapillos, in qtui uicisse est eontinuasse 
9U08, Ovid, Ars Am, in. 365 ; Trist. ii. 481. 

3 *<The nine-men's morris is fill'd up with mud." Midsummer NighVs 
Dream^ Act ii. So. 2. 

' For a full account of the game and its history, so far as it has been 
investigated, see A. B. Goddard, * Nine Men's Morris ' in the Saga-Book of the 
Viking Club, Jan. 1901, pp. 376 foil. 
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throwing out a hand and both vociferating simultaneously the 
sum of all the fingers stretched out. He who succeeds in 
guessing the right number scores a point. 

It is a variety of the class designated " addition games *' or 
" counting games," which under one form or another are 
prevalent in many widely distant parts of the globe. The 
morra, or a near relative to it, under the name of " finger- 
flashing " (micare digitis), was very popular among the ancient 
Romans^' who also had a proverb derived from it : " You can 
play at finger-flashing with him in the dark!"' they used to 
say of an exceptionally scrupulous and honest man. A variety 
of the game can be seen in English nurseries; another in 
English country lanes, the latter being also mentioned by 
Petronius Arbiter, who lived in the time of Nero. The New 
Zealanders, Samoans, Chinese, and Japanese among modern 
nations, and the sculptures of the ancient Egyptians, supply us 
with a variety of finger-games, more or less closely akin to the 



Fire-Ordeal, 

"Even if he bite red-hot iron, I will not believe him." 
(Kal aihepo Kafievo va SajKoa Se' rov irLarevoD.) 

"Even if she tread upon fire, I will not believe her." 
(Kai \ Ttf <f)a}Tid va irarrja Se' dd rrjp irLare'^^o),) 

These two phrases, which I heard on two different occasions 
in two different towns of Macedonia, Salonica and Serres, 
apparently embody a reminiscence of the ancient rite of passing 
through fire or leaping over burning brands or coals — an ordeal 
familiar to the reader of mediaeval histories and not yet quite 
forgotten even in this country.* 

1 Cic. Be Div. ii. 85 ; De Off. m. 90. 

* dignum esse^ dicuntj quicum in tenebris micesj Cic. De Off. in. 77. 
5 Tyler, Primitive Culture^ vol. i. pp. 74 foil. 

* Tylor, lb. vol. i. p. 86. 
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The two expressions, taken together, form a strikingly close, 
though of course quite fortuitous, paraphrase of the allusion to 
the same ordeal, contained in the Guard's speech in Sophocles : 

** We are ready to lift masses of red-hot iron in our hands, 
and to pass through fire, and to appeal to the gods by oath 
that we neither did it, etc."^ 

The Ass. 

The peasants of the peninsula of Cassandra (ancient Pallene) 
<»11 the ass by the name of Kyr (Mister) Mendios. The name 
seems to be derived from Mende, an ancient Eretrian colony in 
this part of Macedonia. That the ass was held in high esteem 
among the inhabitants of Mende is a fact resting on the 
tangible evidence of the coins of the colony. The ass, or the 
head of one, is a favourite device on these coins. In the oldest 
specimens the animal figures on the obverse with a phallic 
significance. Most of the later types represent Dionysos in 
various postures, sometimes lying on the back of an ass, or 
bear the eflBgy of that animal on the reverse. 

The culture of the vine, for which Mende was famed, 
accounts for the veneration paid to the god of wine, and the ass, 
apart from all phallic significance, enjoyed a full share of 
recognition as being the animal above all others useful to the 
Macedonian peasant in olden times , as it is to this day. It is not 
unlikely that for this very reason the asses of Mende may have 
excelled those of less favoured districts, and a *' Mendaean ass " 
(c(i/09 Mevhalos:) may have been a common phrase, whence the 
modem humorous appellation Mister Mendios (M61/81709). 

It must further be observed that in Modern Greek, even 
more than in English, the term ass (ydiBapo<;) suggests an 
insult, and the Greeks (especially the peasants) are always 
anxious to avoid it in ordinary conversation. This feeling of 
delicacy forces them to use euphemisms, for example, "the 

^ *Hfi€v 8* h-oifioi Kal fiiLfSpovs atpeiv x^f^^^ 
Kal irOp dUprreiv Kal Oeovs dpKUfioTeiy 
t6 fi-fyre dpaaai etc. Soph. Ant. 264 foil. 
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beast ''^ {to fw') par excellence. One of the most amusing 
subterfuges of this description which came to my notice was 
at Nigrita. In that district the title of Exarch (e^apxo^) is 
familiarly applied to the ass, the sobriquet having originated as 
an expression of Orthodox Hellenic contempt for the schismatic 
Bulgarian ecclesiastic of that title. 

When a euphemism or a sobriquet is not ready at hand, and 
the Macedonian peasant finds himself compelled to call an ass 
an ass, he introduces the oflFensive term with the formula 
" begging your pardon " (fie (rvfnrdOeio), a formula likewise 
accompanying the mention of a mule (fiovXdpi), a cucumber 
(dyyovpi), and other words which to the rustic ear sound 
impolite. 

The perils of portraiture. 

At Salonica I one day witnessed a scene which was both 
entertaining and instructive. An old negress was sitting on 
the pavement with a small basket of baked chick-peas on one 
side, a small tray of honey cakes on the other, and a stout 
staff across her knees. The old lady was on the look out for 
customers and on her guard against the mischievous street 
urchins. Suddenly an enemy of a different type aroused her 
wrath. This was no other than a French tourist who, attracted 
by her picturesque appearance, had taken up his station on 
the opposite side of the street and was complacently placing 
his camera in position, preparatory to snap-shotting the black 
lady. But he was not destined to carry out his design. The 
Frenchman proposed but the negress disposed, and that in 
a manner not calculated to encourage a repetition of the 
attempt. The old lady's emotion evidently sprang from deeper 
sources than mere feminine modesty. Though I did not deem 
it safe to approach her on the subject, she seemed to be animated 
by the fear lest a portrait of her face should be followed by 
her death. 

1 Cp. the analogous use of the word *' animal" for **bullock"in English, 
and of ** irrational" (sc. animal) (dXoyo) for ''horse *' in Modern Greek. 
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This superstition is exceedingly wide-spread. A parallel 
instance from a Greek island is quoted by Mr Frazer, who 
has also collected and classified a number of analogous cases 
from all parts of the worlds from Scotland to the lands of 
the Battas, the Canelos Indians, and other brother-barbarians 
of East and West. 

A School Superstition. 

Salonica schoolboys hold that a hair stretched across the 
palm of the hand will make the master's cane split. English 
schoolboys entertain an identical belief in a hair, but it must 
be a horsehair. "If the hair be plucked fresh from the tail 
of a living horse so much the better."* Their Macedonian 
contemporaries are not so fastidious; any hair will do for 
them, provided it is not thick or dark enough to attract the 
master's attention. 

1 The Golden Bough, vol. i. pp. 296 foil. 

* T. Parker Wilson, ' School Superstitions,' in The Royal Magazine , Sept. 1901. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

RIDDLES.1 

The riddles given below form an inexhaustible source of 
amusement to the peasants. When conversation flags, it is the 
riddle that saves the face of the host. At weddings and other 
festivals they serve to fill the gaps between the songs. At 
the midsummer feast of the KXrJSoi/a? in some parts the 
riddles take the place of the love-couplets in general vogue. 
This last is the only occasion on which the riddle may be said 
to retain some shred of the dignity which mythologists ascribe 
to it. According to many authorities, Mr Tylor among them, 
"the sense riddle" was in earlier times "an enigma fraught 
with mythical meaning — an oracular utterance, clothed in dark 
language." 2 The oracular significance of the riddle has been 
completely lost in Macedonia, with the exception of the dim 
memory which lingers in the KXrJSoi/a? divining rites. At all 
other times the riddle is a pastime pure and simple. 

Many of the following examples are ingenious; some far- 
fetched, and a few positively absurd, though this is largely a 
matter of taste. They all, or nearly all, however, in order to 
be estimated at their true value, or indeed in order to be at all 
understood, require a certain familiarity with the Macedonian 
peasant's life. Some of them are purposely couched in am- 

1 These riddles have been collected by the writer during his travels np and 
down the country ; but he afterwards compared his own stock with the contents 
of a booklet already mentioned (A. A. Tovarlov^ **H Kara to Udyyaiop Xdjpa') 
and found that several of them are given in it. Cp. G. Georgeakis et Ldon 
Pineau, Le Folk-Lore de Lesbos, pp. 289 foil 

' Balston, Songs of the RiLssian People, p. 346. 
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iDiguous phraseology; for the Macedonian farmer, like the 

IFrench wit of a certain class, delights in double-entendre. Of 

"this last category I will translate only those which can be 

xead without a blush. The rest may remain in the decent 

obscurity of the original.^ In justice to the ingenious authors 

of these risqui compositions, it should be observed that what 

to a school-bred ear may sound coarse, is nothing but legitimate 

humour to the less fastidious and more natural folk of the 

fields. The songs and tales incorporated in the present volume 

amply testify to the Macedonian's delicacy of taste, where this 

quality is called for. If he occasionally likes to indulge in a 

kind of drollery which reminds one too forcibly of Balzac's 

tales, the oflFence may readily be pardoned. 

I have made no attempt at geographical classification ; for, 
with a few exceptions duly noted, I heard the same riddles over 
and over again in diflerent parts of the country, as the number 
of variants shows. With regai'd to the translations I have 
above all things aimed at accuracy and lucidity, two qualities 
which can best be secured in plain prose ; but in some cases 
I have ventured to limp in numbers, when the numbers came. 

^ See Appendix VI. 
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Bpera.^ 



1. 

''Ei/a irpdfia fiayXvvo, 

Krj aTTo fiia-a fiaWiapo, 

K^ cnro fiia-a \ to fiaWl 

''E^eA fMta fiTTovKict Kokrj. (Kdaravo,) 

2. 

'KtXioTpvmjTo Xarjvi 

Kal 7roT€9 vepo he ^vi^ei. (a'<f>ovyydpi.) 

3. 
JlepTrareL koI Kpivei ttj BiKaioa-vvr), (xavrdpi.) 



^Aarjfievco TrrjyaSdKC 
Me OTevovra-KO a-TopLardKi, 
X/cu(f>T 6 \d<f>Tapo^ Kal Trlvei, 
OvT 6 \d<f>Tapo<i 'X^opraiveCy 
Oi5t€ to irrjydS* ^rjpaii/ec, (0v^L) 

5. 
"Ktnrpa fiavpa irpo^aTay ^vXevco^ T(TOfnrdvrj<i, {dfiireXi,) 

Or 
M.avpa da-irpa Tct Xa^jevTa koX ^r)p7] ^vai rj ireTo-a. 

(a-Ta<f)v\ia.y 

^ Lit. 'things to be found out.' The modem word /Sp^ro may either be a 
modification of the old form ehperbvy as is commonly held, or it may have 
originated in the question which generally follows the enunciation of the riddle: 
Bp^ TO (pi. Bpi Ta)\ "find it out!" 

2 var. &€Tbi, 

' var. "AtycXos virxjiroi koI ffKavTorapuvdros. 

* This variant I obtained at Melenik, but there is strong internal evidence 
to show that it comes from Western Macedonia ; for the word Xaxr^vra is pecuhar 
to the dialect of the latter district. It is Wallachian, and, like its Latin original 
{lactent%a)y means (1) ' sucking lambs,' (2) ' milky, i.e, juicy things.' At Melenik 
my informant vaguely and erroneously interpreted it ' trifles ' {fUKpbi irpdyfMTa). 
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RIDDLES. 



1. 



Without as smooth as glass, 

Within a woolly mass. 

But hid amid the wool 

There lurks a nice mouthful. (A chestnut.) 



2. 

A pitcher with a thousand chinks, 

Yet ne'er lets out the water it drinks. (A sponge.) 



A cock with claws and hooked feet, 

He proudly struts along the street 

And gives each man what's fair and meet. (A steelyard.) 



To silver spring with narrow chink 

The thirsty stoops his fill to drink. 

But neither does he have his fill. 

Nor does he drain the silver rilL (A mother's breast.) 



5. 

White sheep and black sheep 

Wooden shepherds keep. (Grapes and the vine stakes.) 
Or 
Black or white are the juicy things,^ and dry is their skin. (Grapes.) 

1 See note on the original. 



A. F. 20 
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6. 

M* eareCKev rj fidva /lov va fie haxTtf^ to raivraCKL, to 
fUVT<rtXi, yia vet TaivTatXcda-ovfie xai va fiivTaCKiaaovfie Koi 
iraXi vd <t to (f>€pct), (xavTopL) 

7. 

^XtrtrpofiaXKn]^ /crj currrpoyivrfq fiiaa \ Ttf 7^9 xof/^ej^ov. 

(irpdao,) 

8. 

'Atto irdvov adv Trjydvt, 
'Atto xdTOv adv /3afi/3d/cij 
K17 diro iriaov adv ylraXiSi, 
Tt el/JLac; ()(€XiB6va.) 

9. 
'VrjXo^, y^\6<; KaXoyepo^ Kai KOKKoKa Sev ej^e*. (Kairvo^.) 

10. 

'S,/ci^a), fjLV^d) TO BaSiy ffpla-KO) fiia-a 

^v<f>7) Kai yafjLirpo, 

TleOcpd Kai ireOepo. (KapvBi.) 

11. 

"E;^© eva k&ti 

Mia '9 ?va aevTOVKaKi 

Me TToWa KKeihid KXeitrfievo 

Kai KoKd arfyovpcfievo, 

"Av TO ^acr* avTO to KaTi 

Ti TO dik* to aevTOVKdKi; {"^v^V') 

12. 

"OX1; fiipa Tpcoet xpia^;, Kai to /3pdS* fiCTpa Ta aaTpa. 

(yKdTacvo<;,) 
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6. 

My mother's love, and give to me 

The chink-chink, the jingle-jingle, 

To chink-chink and jingle-jingle, 

And then she'll send it back to thee. (A steelyard.) 

7. 

Hoary beard and hoary hair, 

'Neath the earth he has his lair. (A leek.) 

8. 

My back as frying-pan does appear ; 

Beneath a snowy breast ; 
A pair of scissors jut in the rear ; 

What am I? have you guessed? (A swallow.) 



A lanky monk and lean, 

Yet not a bone is seen. (A column of smoke.) 

10. 

I chop the pine and find inside 

A mother, father, groom and bride. (A walnut.) 



11. 

1 keep a tiny something in a tiny box, 
Secured imder many keys and many locks: 
If the tiny something breaketh loose, 
Of the tiny box what is the use ? (The soul.) 



12. 

He feeds on beef the livelong day. 

At night he scans the Milky Way^. (A prod or goad.) 

^ The prod, with which the husbandman urges on his team in ploughing, is 
left at night outside the cottage in a comer, the sharp point upwards, staring, as 
it were, at the star-bespangled sky. 

20—2 
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13. 

K\€i&oi^a> fiavTa\d>p{o^ kol tov K\€<f>T d^ivcD* fieaa. 

Or 
K\€t&orei> TO (nriTaicL fiov fcal fieaa KXiifyrrj^ Trepirarei. 

14. 

"AcTTT/oo eipai to 'xcopdifyi 

Kal fie\a'^'XpoLvo<i 6 airopo^, 

Kal fjLLKel Kal avvTV')(aiveL 

2^1/ eKelvov TTov to airepveL (ypd^lrifio,) 

15. 
Vovpvd /JLOV ireXe/crjTi], 
Kal (TKa/jLfiivrj koI x^'^V> 
Udet 17 fidva fiou vd *7nr}* 
OvT 7) fidva fjLov ')(opTaiveL, 
OvT 7} yovpva Sep dScia^ei, (fieTaXa/Sid,) 

16. 
To <f>€iBi Tpcoy T7f OdXaaaa, k t] OdXaca'a to (f>€i8L 

(<f>VTrj\L) 

17. 
AdaKoki fiov, dyadi fiov, 
M' eBeipe^ Kal €<f>vya, 
'2 TOV Bpofiop oirov irdaiva 
Miya Orjpio dirdvTria'a' 
Elp^e K€<f>d\ia irivTe, 
Teaa-epat^ dvaTrvoal^, 
'Kipia, TToBdpia ecKoai, 
Nu^ia eKaro* 
Ap TODvpxi^y TL V avTo; {\€LYavo,) 

18. 
BaatXea^ Sev elfiai, Kopcova <f>op&y 
'Po\o^ Sep €'x^Q}, T^9 &paL^ fi€Tp&, (7r€T€Cv6<;.y 



^ var. tnrepaTibvto, 
2 var. ppUrKta. 
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13. 



The doors are fast with locks and chains, 

And yet the thief admittance gains. (The sun.) 



14. 
The seed is dark, but white the field, 
It speaks and talks as he who tilled.^ (Writing.) 



15. 
To yonder carved, golden lake 
My mother goes her thirst to slake. 
But nor does she her thirst allay, 
Nor fails the carved, golden bay. (Holy Communion.) 



16. 

A little snake swallows the lake. 

And then the lake swallows the snake. (The wick of an oil lamp.) 

17. 
My master, you'd flog me ; I fled. 
And on as 1 sped, 
A horrid beast I meet: 
With twice five hands and feet. 
Of heads it owned five 
With breathings four alive, 
Of nails five score. 
Neither more nor less. 
Master, can't you guess? (A funeral.) 



18. 

King am 1 none. 
Yet a crown on my head I wear. 

Watch have I none, 
Yet the time I declare. (A cock.) 

^ Cp. the Albanian riddle: **The field is white, the seed is black; it is sown 
with the hand and reaped with the mouth — What is it?" **A letter.'* Hahn, 
in Tozer, Researches in the Highlands of Turkey ^ vol. i. p. 211. 
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19. 
Tpvyvpco, yvpo) KorfKeXa teal fiiaa TraTna xeKalSei. 

(yXAa-a-a.) 
20. 

^oprcDfUvo KapafiojCL \ rfj a-TrrfKeia irnalv xrj apd^ec.^ 

(')(pv\tdpi,) 
21. 

Mta fidva €lx€ eva TraiBl, teal /jllol aWrj fidva eZ^e V* aWo 
waiBi, /cdi '9 to So^dro rpeU KdOovvrav. 

(Mavidf dvyarepa icrj drf^ovrj,) 

22. 

{Of literary or perhaps priestly origin.) 

^HXOov \j7crTal KaraXvcai rrfv iroXcv, icai 17 piv itoXl^ 
Sii<f>vy€v, ol Se fcdroiKoi a'vv€kij<f>d7j<rav, (dXteU /cal yplwo^.) 

23. 

Me top ijXix) ra l3yd^€t, 

Me Tov ^\co rd pjrd^^ei} {ra ^&a,) 

24. 

T^ pMKpvd Kovrdy (p^driaX 

Td Bvo ere rpiaj (iroBdpca), 

M.axa\a^ j^aXacre, (Bovria). {yepap^ara.) 

25. 

'%K0Lvid d7r\d)V€c, 
KovfidpuL pa^(OV€L 
Or 
"OpviOa Kava, xava, 
TlrjSa '9 tov rol^p fcdi yevva, (xoXoKvOid,) 

26. 
Avo KoprjTo-ovBia air rd p^Wtd rpa/ScovvTaL (Xavdpia.) 

^ The Macedonian farmer Subx^ci rii. ^iaa to rax^t and ra Sixerai to ppddv. 
These are the technical terms for "driving oat" and "driving in'' cattle. 
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19. 

A fence of stakes all rouod the pen, 

And in the midst a cackling hen. (The tongue.) 

20. 

A hollow ship with freight of slops 

Inside a cave her anchor drops. (A spoon.) 

21. 

A daughter had a mother, 
A second had another, 
They sit together in the hall. 
And yet there are but three in all. 

(Qrandmother, daughter and granddaughter.) 

22. 

Pirates came a town to sack: 
The folk are caught, the town falls back. 
(Fishermen and the seine ; the fish are caught, the sea escapes through 
the meshes of the net.) 

23. 

Out with the sun, 

In with the sun. (The cattle.) 

24. 

The long short, (eyes). 

The two three, (legs plvs walking staff), 

The castle ruined, (teeth). (Old age.) 



It spreads out ropes and gathers up coils. 

Or 

A hen clucks, clucks. She then springs upon the wall and lays her 
eggs there. (The pumpkin-plant.) 

26. 
Two little maids tearing each other's hair. (A pair of wool-cards.) 
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27. 
n/(ra> 9 TO (nrtrdKL fi vv^Lraa Kafiaptovet. {xoTrpid,) 

28. 

'O 0€i6^ fiov ^ovTod6S(opo^ ak aapavra TraifKxbfMira rvXi- 
fihfo^. (Kaj(avo,) 

29. 

*'Ei/a9 yp^Xo^f -^lyXo? xaXoyepo^ koI Trrjrra '9 to K€<f>d\i. 

(Xvxyca^.) 
30. 

Upoa/ceXdvei 6 fidOpaKa^, xdOerai 6 fiavpoyivff^. 

(rivT^epe^.) 

31. 

'Atto irdvto ireraovSi,, 
'AttA xdrto ireraovhiy 
'S T^ tiearj l/jLTaovSt, {Kaaravo.) 

32. 

'O Oeio^ fiov \aT^7)06B(opo<i fie Scko'^too l^owdpua. 

Or 
"E^co avrpa fie SeKoj(T(o^ ^ovvdpia. 

Or 
'O 0€i6^ fiov KovTOiriOapo^ fyvcfievo^ fie aapdvra ^ovvdpia. 

(/SayUvi.) 

33. 

"Elj^ctf €pa 0ape\dKL 

Me Svo \oyi& KpaaaKi, (avyo.) 

34. 

Bipl3i,pLTa'a dvai^aiveiy 

^cp/3ipiT<ra Karai^aivei, 

'II X'^P^ '^ '^V ffcpffcptra-a 

'11' dvat^aiv koI Karai/Saiiei, (a-Koihra,) 

^ var. aapavTOXTilj or (English) aapdtfra. 
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27. 

At the back of my cottage there is a little bride standing proudly. 

(A dunghilL) 

28. 

My Uncle Theodore the Short wrapt up in forty blankets. 

* (A cabbage.) 

29. 
A tall lanky monk with a pie on his head. (The oil-lamp-stand.) 

30. 

The frog spreads out his legs and Blackbeard sits on him. 

(The kettle on the trivet.) 

31. 
Skin on top, skin beneath, in the middle a morsel. (A chestnut.) 



32. 

My Uncle Hadji-Theodore girt with eighteen belts. 

Or 
I have a husband girt with eighteen belts. 

Or 
My Uncle Stubby-jar girt with forty belts. (A cask.) 

33. 
I have a little barrel containing two sorts of wine. (An egg.) 



34. 

A smart little maid comes up, 
A smart little maid goes down. 
Oh joy to the smart little maid 
Who goes up and down ! (A broom.) 
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35. 
Mia /covTTf K iva^ yjn^Xo^' 

(raiKpiKi icy avififf.) 
36. 
Ticaepa iraiBid, 
"¥iva T dWo Kvi/7)ya, {avcfii],) 

37. 

'O 0€i6^ fjLOv KovTod6Sa)po<; fiia \ V a^vpa KyXUrac. 

{avy6,) 

38. 

'Kikioc fivKioL KoXoyipoi 
'S €va paao rvKifievou, 

Or 

Xt\i279 fivKc'p^ icepara-ovhaL^ '? €va irairXoyfia rvXtfiAvat^, 

Or 

yil\ia fivXia Vevtradpia '9 «/a pov^o rvXcfiiva, 

(poiBo.) 

39. 

Kal Ttf 7^9 rpvira koX /Syaivei, (/jbavrdpL} 

40. 

"Ai^ri^o?, '^vxv Sev ex€L, 

'^i;;^at9 iraLpvei kol rpexcc. (^Kapdfii,,) 

41. 
*'A/AaXXo9 fiaXXX Sev €;^€a. 
K&Xov ej^et, ovpd Sev €X€C. (cra\ta7/ca9.) 
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36. 

A short maid and a tall youth : 

The short maid plays the pipe, the tall youth dances.^ 
(The spinning wheel and the winding frame.) 

36. 
Four boys chasing one another. (The winding frame.) 



37. 

My little Uncle Theodore rolling in the straw. (An egg.) 



A thousand, ten thousand monks wrapt up in one cassock. 

Or 

A thousand, ten thousand maids wrapt up in one blanket. 

Or 

A thousand, ten thousand Janizaries wrapt up in one cloak. 

(A pomegranate.) 

39. 

He is soulless, has no soul, yet he pierces through the earth and comes 
out. (A mushroom.) 

40. 
She is soulless, has no soul, yet she takes souls and flees. (A ship.) 



41. 

He is hairless, has no hair ; he has a hind part, but has no tail.^ 

(A snaiL) 

^ The Albanian version of this riddle is "The monkey dances, while the 
white cow is milked. — What is it?" **The spinning wheel." Hahn, in Tozer, 
Researches in the Highlands of Turkey^ vol. i. p. 211. 

3 Cp. the Albanian version: "Though it is not an ox, it has horns; though 
it is not an ass, it has a paok-saddle; and wherever it goes it leaves silver 
behind.— What is it?" "A snail" Hahn, in Tozer, t6. 
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42. 

T^ vi'yra Kvpdy rij fiepa SovXa, (a-Kovira.) 
43. 

T^ fiepa Tv\€i Tv\€i, 

Tif v{j(Ta airorvXei. (arp&fia.) 

44. 

^^OXrj fi€pa Kp€fjLa<Tfi€vof; 
Kal TO SpdSv arfKcofievof;. (fiavraXo^.) 

43. 
To fjbaWl /jLaXKl irXaKcivei xal rij rpvira depairevet, 

(jiari.) 
46. 

"E;^© V€p6; irivfo KpaaL 

Ah €xo> V€p6; irivfo vepo, (fivXcova^.) 

47. 
X/X.ta dvaaKcXa, ^tXm irpovfivra' {xepafii^ia,) 

48. 
Hdvo) 9 TO (rTriTaKt fi iva <j)CXX ireirovt. {<l>€yydpi,) 

49. 
Tldvto \ rd Kepafiihia 
''Ei/a KoaKivo KapvSca} {aarpa.) 

^ var. KapOdia airXcafUva, 
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42. 
At night an idle lady, in the day-time a housemaid (A broom.) 

43. 
In the day rolled up, at night rolled out. (A mattress.) 



44. 
All day lying down, he rises in the evening.^ (The door-bolt.) 

46. 
Hair meets hair, and they protect the hole. (The eye.) 

46. 
Have I water? I drink wine. 
Have I no water? I drink water. (A miller.) 

47. 
A thousand legs up, a thousand noses down. (The tiles on the roof.)* 

48. 
Over the roof of my cottage there is a slice of melon. (The moon.) 

49. 
Over the tiles of my roof there is a sieve full of nuts.^ (The stars.) 

^ Gp. the Zulu riddle on the same subject : 

Q. '* Guess ye a man who does not lie down at night: he lies down in the 
morning until the sun sets ; he then awakes, and works all night ; he does not 
work by day; he is not seen when he works." 

A. "The closing-poles of the cattle-pen." 

Callaway, in Tylor, Primitive Culture^ vol. i. p. 91. 

3 The tiles are curved and lie in rows : convex and concave alternately. 

» With this riddle cp. the Spanish : 

"What is the dish of nuts that is gathered by day, and scattered by night?" — 
♦• The stars." Tylor, i6., p. 92. 

A still closer parallel is furnished by the Lithuanian zagddka in which the 
sky is likened to "a sieve full of nute." The idea is also found in one of its 
Slovak cousins, in which there is further mentioned a very big nut which is the 
moon. Ralston, Songs of the Russian People j pp. 347, 348. Ralston remarks: 
The oldest zagadki seem to have referred to the elements and the heavenly 
bodies, finding likenesses to them in various material shapes. 



318 Macedonian Folklore 

50. 
KoKKtvo fioveujTTJpi fi€ fiavpov^ Ka\oy€pov^. {Kapirov^i.) 

51. 

To Sei/ft) irepirarel, ro \vvo) areKerai, (ra-apovxt") 

52} 

^'AKapTTo^ (re aKapirov p>e Bvo ra-ov^dXia (ivv^avra rjpOe koX 
yvpeuet alfia airb f u\o. 

^ This riddle I heard at Cavalla from a native of Southern Greece. 
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50. 
A red monastery inhabited by black monks. (A water-melon.) 

51. 
I bind it, and it walks ; I loose it, and it stops. (A sandal.) 

52. 

A fruitless one comes to a fruitless one, with two sacks which had not 
been woven, and begs of him blood fix)m wood. (A bachelor comes to 
another bachelor, with a couple of goatskins and asks him for wine.) 



Theological Riddles. 

Perhaps it would not be unin teres tiag to give in this 
connection a few examples of a branch of popular literature 
which resembles the riddle in form, though its origin is entirely 
different. This is a kind of Catechism, a lesson in scriptural 
lore, consisting of questions and answers; a method of con- 
veying knowledge once extremely popular in the East and by 
no means confined to sacred subjects. Indeed all sciences from 
Theology to Philology were once treated in this manner, and 
the earliest modem text-book of Greek Grammar — the Erote- 
mata of Manuel Chrysoloras, who lectured on Greek at Florence 
fix)m 1397 to 1400 — was written in that form.^ The volume of 
MSS. which has already yielded a plentiful crop of medical 
lore' supplies me with the following selection of theological 
riddles. 

^ Sir B. C. Jebb, 'The Classical Renaissance,' Cambridge Modem History, 
vol. I. pp. 541 — 2. 

' V. supra, pp. 280 foU. ; in/ra, Appendix IV. 
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Analogous to these question and answer compositions are 
the old French and English collections which would now be 
called riddle-books. One of them, entitled Demands Joyous, 
which may be rendered Amusing Questions, was printed in 
English by Wjnikyn de Worde, in 1511. From this work, of 
which one copy only is said to be extant, the writer in The 
Book of Days has culled a few "demands" with their 
" resnonses." ^ 

With some of these specimens also compare the riddles 
(ten questions) propounded by the Drakos in Hahn (III. Tr)via/cd 
1. To TrapafjLvOi tov ApaKov),^ where the hero by the help of the 
wise old woman answers them all and the Drakos bursts. 

Riddle-stories of this description are likewise common among 
the Slavs.' 

Two Poems of Mystic Meaning, 

Extract from E. B. Tyler's Primitive Culture, Vol. I. pp. 86 — 87. 

" There are two poems kept in remembrance among the modem Jews, 
and printed at the end of their book of Passover services in Hebrew and 
English. One is that known as Chad gadyd : it begins, * A kid, a kid, my 
father bought for two pieces of money ' ; and it goes on to tell how a cat 
came and ate the kid, and a dog came and bit the cat, and so on to the 
end. — * Then came the Holy One, blessed be He ! and slew the angel of 
death, who slew the butcher, who killed the ox, that drank the water, that 
quenched the fire, that burnt the stick, that beat the dog, that bit the cat, 
that ate the kid, that my father bought for two pieces of money, a kid, a 
kid.' This composition is in the * Sepher Haggadah,' and is looked on by 
some Jews as a parable concerning the past and future of the Holy Land. 
According to one interpretation, Palestine, the kid, is devoured by Babylon 
the cat; Babylon is overthrown by Persia, Persia by Greece, Greece by 
Rome, till at last the Turks prevail in the land ; but the Edomites {t,e. 
the nations of Europe) shall drive out the Turks, the angel of death shall 
destroy the enemies of Israel, and his children shall be restored under the 
rule of Messiah. Irrespectively of any such particular interpretation, the 
solemnity of the ending may incline us to think that we really have the 
composition here in something like its first form, and that it was written 
to convey a mystic meaning. If so, then it follows that our familiar 

1 The Book of Days, vol. i. p. 332. 

2 Contes Populaires Grecs, edited by J. Pio, Copenhagen, 1879. 

3 Balaton, Songs of the Russian People, p. 353. 
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nursery tale of the old wom^n who couldn't get her kid (or pig) over the 
stile, and wouldn't get home till midnight, must be considered a broken-' 
down adaptation of this old Jewish poem. 

The other composition is a counting-poem, and begins thus : 

* Who knoweth one ? I (saith Israel) know One : 
One is God, who is over heaven and earth. 

Who knoweth two? I (saith Israel) know two: 
Two tables of the covenant ; but One is our God 

Who is over the heavens and the earth.' 

(And so forth, accumulating up to the last verse, which is — ) 

*Who knoweth thirteen? I (saith Israel) know thirteen: Thirteen 
divine attributes, twelve tribes, eleven stars, ten commandments, nine 
months preceding childbirth, eight days preceding circumcision, seven 
days of the week, six books of the Mishnah, five books of the Law, four 
matrons, three patriarchs, two tables of the covenant ; but One is our God 
who is over the heavens and the earth.' 

This is one of a family of counting-poems, apparently held in much 
favour in mediaeval Christian times ; for they are not yet quite forgotten 
in country places. An old Latin version runs : * Unus est Deus,' etc., and 
one of the still-surviving English forms begins, * One's One. all alone, and 
evermore shall be so,' thence reckoning on as far as * Twelve, the twelve 
apostles.' Here both the Jewish and Christian forms are or have been 
serious, so it is possible that the Jew may have imitated the Christian, 
but the nobler form of the Hebrew poem iiere again gives it a claim to be 
thought the earlier."^ 

The pieces given below are some of the Macedonian parallels 
to the compositions discussed in the foregoing paragraph. 

1 Mendes, Service Jot the First Nights of Passover^ London, 1862 (in the 
Jewish interpretation, the word shunra^ — *cat,* is compared with Shindr)^ 
Halliwell, Nursery Rhymes , p. 288; Popular Rhymes j p. 6. 
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I. 

1. {FroTti Salonica,) 
n^7€9 '9 TO Kvvrjyt; 
Hijya. 

XKOTwae^ Xayo; 
XKoraxra, 
Tov fiayeipeyjref; ; 
Tbv fiayelpcylra, 

EifpacL 

Me KpaTTfae^ Kal fxeva; 
2e Kpdrrfa-a. 
Hov V T09; 
'S TO VTOvXdiri. 
Kpl/c, KpcLK — eairatre to fcXeiSL 
Uov V 6 Xayo^; 
lav €<pa€ rj yara, 

ov V 7) yara; 
*S TCL KOKKiva TCL KepafiiSta, 
Hov V TCL KOKKivd TcL KcpafilBia ; 

'S TO KOKfClVO TO %(0^a. 

Hov V TO /coKfcivo TO ywfia; 
'S TO irordfii, 
Tlov V TO iroTdfjLi-; 
To pov^c^e 97 a7€\aSa. 
noO '1/' 17 a76\aSa; 
T^i/ €a-<f>a^^ 6 'x^aadTTT}^. 
Hov V 6 'xaadTT'q^ ; 

Ylpdaay yeveta KaX fiovardKia, 

2. (From Vassilika,) 
*HTai/ fiid fiirdfiTTov, irdei '9 t^ Koirpcd, 

^picfcec fitd Kopid. 
Hdei '9 TO T^opfjbTrar^rj' 
" T^opfjiTraT^rj /jl, So /a' €J/a T^opfjuira, 
Na ^pi^o) Trf fcoptd, 
Na SpoaLao) ttj KapBid." 
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1. The Hare. 

(Played between the nurse and the child.) 

Hast thou been shooting? 

I have. 

Hast thou killed a hare? 

I have. 

Hast thou cooked it? 

I have. 

Hast thou eaten ? 

I have. 

Hast thou kept a portion for me? 

I have. 

Where is it ? 

In the cupboard. 
(Here the child is made to hold its fists tightly clenched one over the 
other so as to represent a cupboard, while the nurse tries to open them 
with her forefinger and thumb.) 

Crick, crack — the key's broken. 

Where is the hare? 

The cat has eaten it. 

Where is the cat ? 

On the red tiles. 

Where are the red tiles? 

In the red earth. 

Where is the red earth. 

In the river. 

Where is the river? 

The cow has swallowed it up. 

Where is the cow ? 

The butcher has slaughtered her. 

Where is the butcher? 

He is dead. 

Leeks, beards and moustaches ! 
— and the nurse proceeds to tickle the child under the chin and make it 
laugh. 

2. The Old Woman, 

There was an old woman. She went to a dung-hill, 

She foimd a crumb of bread. 
She goes to the soup-maker: 
"0 Soup-maker, give me some soup. 
That 1 may moisten my crumb. 
That I may refresh my heart." 
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Ylaei '9 TO T^avaKT^rj' 
"Tfai/a/crf^ //.', eva T^avaKi, 
Na Trdco tov r^opfiirar^ri, 
Na fi€ ScixT €va T^opfjurdy 
Na ^pe^eo rrj Kopta, 
Na Bpo(ri<ra} rrj /capBidJ' 

'O T^avaKT^rjf; yvpeyfre Xc5/lmi. 

Tldei '9 T7J 7^9' 

1 779 /A , €pa ;^a)/xa, 
Na Traft) toO T^avaKT^rj, 
Na /CO I/' ei^a r^avd/ct, 
etc." 

*H 7^9 yvpeyfre Spoaov. 

Ildei '9 tA ovpdvta' 
" Ovpdvia fly €va ipoao, 
Na S(B<Tft) T17 7?)9, 
Na /A6 haxT eva XcS/ita, 
etc." 

Ta ovpdvta yvpeyfrai/ du/jLidfia, 

Tldei '9 TO TTpa fiarevrri' 
" Upa fiarevTri /j,\ eva Ovfiid/jua, 
Na OvfiLariaa) rd ovpdvia, 
Na ioxrovv Sp6<To ri) 7^9, 
etc." 

'O irpa fiarevrrj^ yvpe'^e ^iXrifxa, 

Tldei '9 T^ «o/3i;' 
" K6pi7 ^', ei'a <f)l\rffjLay 
Na 8(0(r6D TO irpa^ /jLarevTTjy 
Na //,€ So)(t' ei/a Ovfjitdfiay 
etc." 

'H ^0/317 yvpeylre Kovrovpat^. 

Yldet \ TO KOVTOVprl^rj' 
" KovTOvpr^rj fi\ So fie KOVTovpac<iy 
Na Seuo-o) T^ /copi;, 
Na //.€ Soia eva <f)iXrffiay 
etc." 
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The soup-maker asked for a bowl. 

She goes to the bowl-maker : 
"0 Bowl- maker, give me a bowl, 
That I may take it to the soup-maker. 
That he may give me some soup, 
To moisten my crumb, 
To refresh my heart." 



The bowl-maker asked for earth. 

She goes to the earth : 

"0 Earth, give me some earth. 

That I may take it to the bowl-maker, 

That he may make a bowl, etc." 



The earth asked for dew. 



She goes to the heavens. 

" Heavens, give me some dew. 

That I may take it to the earth. 

That she may give me some earth, etc.'' 



The Heavens asked for frankincense. 

She goes to the merchant: 

"0 merchant, give me some frankincense, 

That I may fumigate the Heavens, 

That they may give some dew to the earth, etc." 



The merchant asked for a kiss. 

She goes to the maid: 

'^0 maid, give me a kiss, 

That I may take it to the merchant. 

That he may give me some frankincense, etc." 



The maid asked for a pair of shoes. 

She goes to the shoe-maker : 
" shoe-maker, give me a pair of shoes. 
That I may take them to the maid. 
That she may give me a kiss, etc." 
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'O Kovrovprl^ris yvpe^jre fieaivi, 

YldcL \ rrjv wyeXdBa' 

Na h(i<T TO KOPTOVpT^TJ, 

etc." 
'H dyeXdSa yvpesjre 'XppTapi; 

Xldei, \ TO fjL7raKT^€^avT^rj* 
" M7ra/CT^€^avT^7J fi\ eva jf^oprapt, 
Na h(i<T TTjv dyeXaSa, 
etc. etc. etc." 

The reciter here broke off out of breath and nothing would 
induce him to proceed. Nor did I insist, as from what he said 
I gathered that the everlasting cow had eaten up the grass and 
was, in her turn, eaten up by the butcher, who in his turn was 
eaten up by Death, and so the song came to a natural end. 

n. 

The following two poems are taken from Gousios* Songs of 
my Fatherland, Nos. 104 and 105. 

1. Ot Sexa dpiOfAoL 
''Eva \6yo ^eX' va irA* 



Avo \6yia OiX' vd ircS' 



Tpia Xoyia diX* vd iroo* 



^ Aw five vfiev, Bo^o\oyovfjL€v, Kvpie. 

" Aevrep elv* rj Tlavar/id, 
€va^ pLOPO^ Kvpto^" 
* AvvpLvovfiev etc. 



" TpcatrrroaraTo^ ©€09, 
Aevrep^ elv rj Havayid, 
Sva^ fjLOVof; Kvpio^.** 
\\vv/jLvov/jL€P etc. 

Teaaapa Xoyia OiX* vd ircS* 

" Teaaape^ HayyeXcarai, 
TpLo-vrroararo^ ©€09, 
etc." 
^ AvvfivovfjLev etc. 
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The shoe-maker asked for leather. 

She goes to the cow : 

"0 cow, give me some leather, 

That I may take it to the shoe-maker, etc." 



The cow asked for grass. 

She goes to the gardener: 

"0 gardener, give me some grass. 

That I may take it to the cow, etc." 



For other sopgs of the type of " the house that Jack built " 
see Passow Nos. 273—275; A. A. Vovaiov, 'Ta Upayovhia rrjs 
HarpiSo^ fjLOv* No. 102. This last and Passow No. 274 are 
very close parallels to the Hebrew Chad gadyd, mentioned by 
Mr Tylor. 



I wish to say one : 
I wish to say two : 

I wish to say three : 
I wish to say fomr: 



1. The Ten Numbers, 



"One only Lord." 
We praise Thee, we glorify Thee, Lord ! 

"Second is the Holy Virgin, 
One only Lord." 
We praise Thee, etc. 

"Three are the persons of the Trinity, 
Second is the Holy Virgin, 
One only Lord." 
We praise Thee, etc. 

"Fom* are the Evangelists, 
Three are the persons of the Trinity, 
etc." 
We praise Thee, etc. 
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TlevTC \6yia ^eV va ttco* 

" Tlivre irapOivayv '^opoiy 

etc." 
^Avvfivovfiev etc. 

'^Efiy \6yia diX^ va ir&' 

" 'ISt^aTTTepvya 0€o5, 
Ilijn-e irap0iv€ov x^P^^* 
et<5." 
^ Avvfivovfiei/ etc. 

'E<^Ta Xoyca 0€)C vd iraj' 

bjfpTa aarepe? t ovpavov, 
'E^aTTTepvya Seov, 
etc." 
^Avvfivovfiev etc. 

'Oj^Tft) \6yia deX^ vd tto)* 

'E<^Ta darepe^ t ovpavov, 
etc." 
*Avvfivovfi€v etc. 

*Ei/j;ea \6yia 6e)C vd ir&' 

"'Ei/j/ea djyeXcov rdrffiara, 

•etc." 
^Avvfivovfiev etc. 

Aixa Xoyia OiX^ vd 7r&, 
Kat i/a croicra) toi; aKowo* 

" Ae/ca Vat 17 ei/To\at9, 
'Ei/i/ea dyyeXcov rdyfiara, 
etc." 
^ Aw fivovfiev, etc. 



2. Ot ScoSe/ca dptOfioL 

"Ei/a, ficopif €va, "A^ to irovfie Iva' 

"''Ei/a TO TTOvXoOSt, TO ^^eXtSoi/oOSi ttou \aX€t to fipdSv, 
AaXeX Kal KvpXaXeV 



I wish to say five : 
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*♦ Five are the choirs of virgins, 
Foiir are the Evangelists, 
etc." 
We praise Thee, etc. 
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I wish to say six : 



"Six- winged are the angels of God, 
Five are the choirs of virgins, 
etc." 
We praise Thee, etc. 



I wish to say seven : 



" Seven are the stars of heaven. 
Six- winged are the angels of God, 
etc." 
We praise Thee, etc. 



I wish to say eight : 



"Eight tunes are sung at church, 
Seven are the stars of heaven, 
etc." 
We praise Thee, etc. 



I wish to say nine : 



" Nine are the legions of the angels. 
Eight tunes are sung at church, 
etc." 
We praise Thee, etc. 



I wish ten to say. 
And conclude my lay : 



"Ten are the Commandments, 
Nine are the legions of the angels, 
etc." 
We praise Thee, etc. 



2. The Twelve Numbers. 

One, friend, one. Let us call it one : 

" One is the little biixi, the little swallow that sings in the evening, 
Sings and warbles." 
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^A? TO irovfie €va, Na irdfie koX *9 Ta*hv6' 
" Auo 7r€pSiK€^ ypa/j,fi€vac^, 
'^Fiva TO TTOuXovSi etc.'* 

''A? TO TToCfte Si;d. Na 7ra/L&€ #cai '9 Ya Tpta* 

"Tp/a TToSta 'XcTpoTToSta, Svo wepBiKe^ ypafifievai^, 
'^Ei/a TO TToi/XoCSt etc." 

^'A? TO rrovfie rpia, Na 7ra/L&€ #cat '9 Ta Teaa-rfpa ' 

**T€o-o'r)pa fiv^ta ^yeXdSa^, rpia irohta '\€Tpo7r6Sia, 
Avb 7r€pSiK€<; ypafifiivai^ etc." 

"A? TO TTOvfie Teaarfpa. Na 7ra/t€ Koi '9 Ta Trivre* 

"n€i/T€ Sa;^TuXa '9 to ^ep^, T€<rarfpa ffv^ia ^yeXaSa^, 
Tpia 7r6Sia'\€Tpo7r6Sca etc." 

*'A9 TO TTOvfie irevre, Na irafJie KaX '9 Ta e^i;* 

""Ef?; /A^i/e9 /t6<ro9 ;^poi/09, Trei^TC Sa^TuXa '9 to X^pi, 
Tiaarfpa fiv^ia 'ycXdSa^; etc." 

*'A9 TO TTOvfie e^. Na 7ra/t6 /cal '9 Ta €<^Ta* 

"'E<^T« e^TaxoiXo to /cX^/ita, 6^17 firjvef; fiiao^ XP^^^^> 
JUvre hdyrvXa '9 t^ ;j^€/>^ etc." 

*'A9 TO TTOvfi i^rd, Na 7ra/L&€ /cai '9 Ta o^Tci* 

"'O^TaTToSt Toi) OaXdaaov, e^rh €<f>Tdfcoi\o to Kkrjfjba, 
'^Efiy firjv€<; fiiao^ 'x^povo^ etc." 

''A9 to TTovfi oxjco, Na 7ra/i€ #cal '9 to ivved' 

**'Ei/j/€a firjv€^ elvai to TraiSif 6j(Ta7r6SL rov daXdaaov, 
'E<^Ta €4>TdKoc\o TO KXijfia etc." 

''A9 TO irovfi evved. Na 7ra/ir€ #cat '9 Ta Si/ca* 

** A€/capL^€L TO x^i^piSc, ivved /j^rji/e^ elvai to traiZi, 
^OxjaTToSi Tov daXdaaov etc." 

*'A9 TO TTOVfie Bexa, Na Tra/ire xal '9 Ta evTexa* 
"''Ei/T€/ca /irT/i/ft) ^opdSi, Sefcapl^ei to ;^otptSt, 
'Ei/i/€a iirjve^ elvai to TraiSL etc." 

*'A9 TO 7rovfjL€ €VT€/ca. Na 7ra/ir6 /cat '9 Ta BoiScKa* 
"AftJSe/ca /iT/i/o) o ;^di/09, evrcKa firfvA <f>opdhi, 
Ae/capi^et to ;^otptSt etc." 
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Let us call it one. Let us go to the two : 

"Two striped partridges, one is the little bird etc." 

Let us call it two. Let us go to the three : 

" Three are the feet of the plough, two striped partridges, 
One is the little bird etc." 

Let us call it three. Let us go to the four : 

" Four are the teats on a cow's udder, three the feet of the plough. 
Two striped partridges etc." 

Let us call it four. Let us go to the five : 

" Five are the fingers of the hand, four the teats on a cow's udder. 
Three the feet of the plough etc." 

Let us call it five. Let us go to the six : 

" Six months make half-a-year, five are the fingers of the hands, 
Four the teats on a cow's udder etc." 

Let us call it six. Let us go to the seven : 

"Seven bushels bears the vine, six months make half-a-year, 
Five are the fingers of the hand etc." 

Let us call it seven. Let us go to the eight : 

"Eight arms has the cuttle-fish, seven bushels bears the vine. 
Six months make half-a-year etc." 

Let us call it eight. Let us go to the nine : 

" Nine months is the child in the womb, eight arms has the cuttle-fish, 
Seven bushels bears the vine etc." 

Let us call it nine. Let us go to the ten : 

" Ten months the young pig,i nine months is the child in the womb. 
Eight arms has the cuttle-fish etc." 

Let us call it ten. Let us go to the eleven : 

"Eleven months the foal, ten months the young pig. 
Nine months is the child in the womb etc." 

Let us call it eleven. Let us go to the twelve : 

"Twelve months has the year, eleven months the foal, 
Ten months the young pig etc." 

^ I am not at all certain of the correctness of my translation of this line. 
Gousios spells x"/'^^*' which means nothing; x^^-P^^^t "the handle of the 
plough," makes no sense. Nor is the meaning of b€Kapi^(a quite clear. It has 
been suggested to me that x^'-P^^'- niight mean *hand' and dcKaplj^ei that the 
hands have ' ten roots (fingers).' The suggestion is certainly ingenious ; but, 
I fear, hardly borne out by the Greek as it stands. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

AeiavoTpdyovBa} 

[The majority of the following couplets were collected at 
Salonica, those that I picked up in other parts of Macedonia 
are specially indicated.] 

1. 

^Aydirrfv eZ;^a k e'x^aaa air tt} KaKoyvcofiid fiov, 
Too pa TTf yXiira) '9 aWoi/e /cal kuUt v) xapSid fiov, 

2. 

^Aydwr) fiov X/ovo"' ovoixay rrj^ yeiToveia^ Kopoova, 
A69 fie TO Saj(Tv\LBc aov vd xdvovfi dppafidova. 

3. 

AydTTTjaaf ri KepBeyfra; ttj^ yrj^ Trjv oyjri irrjpa, 
Tov Kocfiov raU KarafcpurtaU oXai^ iyoi ra^? irrjpa,^ 

4. 

^Aydirrfaay ri KepBeyIra; rfj^ yrj^ ttjv o^^l irrjpa^ 

Tov KoafJLOv rat? Kara^poviahy /cal wdXi Se' ae irrjpa. 



5. 

^Aydirrfaa k iyo) ^p(f>avrj<; eva /cofifMari X^^^^* 
K' eKelvo TO ^ovXiyjrai/e at airovoi yeirovoi, 

1 At Nigrita these distichs are called Galates (FaXdrats), a word of (to me) 
unknown affinities. 

2 Cp. Passow, Disticha Amatoria, No. 8. 
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Love-Couplets, 



1 had a ladylove and lost her through my folly. 

Now I see her in another's arms, and my heart is consumed with grief. 



O my love, name of gold, crown of the neighbourhood ! 
Give me thy ring that we may be betrothed. 



I have fallen in love. What have I gained? I have assumed the hue 

of the earth, 
And the blame of the world is all mine. 

4. 

I have fallen in love. What have I gained? I have earned the hue 

of the earth, 
And the contempt of the world, and yet thee have I earned not. 

5. 

I, poor orphan, am in love with a snow-flake ; 
Even that the cruel neighbours envy me. 
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15. 

{From Zichna.) 

EZaa^ TraTTca, elaai XV^^> ^^^ arf^ekiKO Kopfii, 
TE;^€t9 fiaTLa aav top i^Xto, irpoa-coTro aav yiaaefiL 

16. 

(From Kataphyghi.) 

^EKepBrja-d rrjv rrj X^P^ ^^^ '^^ cuydirT) irovxO'i 
Kal (f>aLV€Tai fie ww <f>op(o rev ^aaiXrjd rd povxo- 

17. 
'Ecru Vat TO o'Ta(f>v\i koI yeo to Tad/j/rrovpo, 
^i\a fjL€ (TV \ T dx€c\c, KoX 70) '9 TO /JLOrfOvXo, 

18. 
'Eo-i5 Vat K€Lvo TO TTOvXl TTOv TO Xijovv Kavdpi, 
Uoiv Ta (f>T€pd Tov KiTpiva Kol fi KapScd tov fiavprj.^ 

19. 
Kapdfii TpioxdTapTO, Tpefiec^ vd Trdprf^ l36\Ta, 
Tpifiec teal rj KaphovXd fiov ovTa<; ae Bi& '9 ttj iropTa. 

20. 
K.irrrapiao'dKt fiov yfrrfXo, \ ti) pl^a €;^et9 X^H^y 
K' 67ft) iMiKpo<i KoX ai) fiiKpri, Kaip6<; fjui^ Se' i/' d/cofia. 

21. 

NTepTt Kal 7roi/09 /tte KpaTct, fcovT€V(o vd TroOdvct), 

'2 TOV irovo Ppi<rK(o yiarpeid, '9 to vTCpTi tl vd Kavco ; 

22. 
'O €p(OTa^ Tbv aOpuiiro ttw tov KaTaa-Tcl3d^€i\ 
l^opfit adv TpiavTd(f)vXX6 to xdvei Kal j^Tt/emfet. 

23. 

"0X09 o Koo-fio^ Krj 6 VTOvvtd^ Ta ^€(f)fcia Kavovv X^^?^» 
Kat f] SiKTj fiov 7] /capStd xXal/yei Krj dvacTevd^ei, 

^ Cp. Passow, No. 361, a slightly difiEerent version given as a dirge (MupoX^yi), 
rather improbably. 
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16. 

You are a duck, you are a goose,^ you have the figure of an angel. 
You have eyes like the sun, a face like jasmine. 



16. 

I have won the joy and the love that I courted. 

And it seems to me that I am now arrayed in a king's robes. 

17. 

Thou art the grape and I am the stalk : 

Kiss me on the lips, and I will kiss thee on the cheek ! 

18. 

Thou art the bird which men call canary. 

Whose feathers are golden, but whose heart is black. 

19. 

three-masted galley, thou art trembling to veer round. 

Even so trembles my poor heart when I behold thee standing at thy door. 

20. 

dear slender cypress, there is still earth about thy roots. 
Both thou and I are too young, our season has not come yet. 

21. 

Love and pain hold me fast, I am at the point of death. 
Against pain I can find a remedy, against love what can I do? 

22. 

Look how love wears out a man ! 

A body that is blooming like a rose, decays and dies ! 

23. 

All the people, the whole world, enjoys feasting ; 
But my own heart can only weep and sigh. 

^ This word is never used in modern Greek as a term of ridicule. Here it 
refers to the bird's beauty and grace, without any allusion to its supposed 
intellectual poverty. 

22—2 
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24. 

" Otto* 09 OeKei v a^airr^Griy 
npCTrei va yaaofieprjari, 
UpcTrei aairpa va ^oSioo-tj 
Kat vd firfv ra Xoyapcdajf. 

25. 

(From Serves,) 

Sai/ irepBixa irepnraTei^, adv yeKihovi rpex^i^j 
Xapcb \ TTjp ifiop<l)dSa aov xal raipi vd fjurjv €Xlf^ ! 

26. 

'Zctv reOoui ridoia Xdj(^ava, <rkv redovac^ TrcKpaXijOpai^ 
^E;^ft) /c iyo) \ top Krjiro fiov aapavra irevTe pl^ai^. 

27. 

{From Kataphyghi.) 

^hv T€Toiai^ TCTOiai^ peiravai^ xal T€Tocai<; peiravihe^i 
*'E^ft) K iyo) '9 TOP Krjiro fiov Si/ca ')^tXid8€^ pi^ai^, 

28. 

{From Nigrita.) 

'2 TOP KoiiirOy '9 TTj pi^a ko^ovp ttjp eKrjd, 

'2 ra fiaTia, '9 Ta <f>pv8ia <f>c\ovp ti) tcoTreWid} 

29. 

Ta fiaTca a ^'xpvp epayra xal jxeaa ylrc)^a\c^ovp, 
K/rj dirdpoi '9 to ylrc^dXtafia ffypeydSe^ dpfiepi^ovv. 

30. 

Ta TraXa^a /jLa<; 0daapa irepdaape koL irdpe, 
Ta T(opLpd yev7]KaP€ (fyeiSca yia pd fia^ (f>dp€, 

31. 

Tt pd aov TTw; Tt pd fiov irfjt; ; iav fcaXd ypcopi^eif;, 
Kal T?) '^I'X^ fi /cal Tr) KapSid fi iav fie ttjp opi^ei^. 

^ The metre is somewhat lame— the:re is one syllable more than should be in 
the second verse — but the peasants are not over-fastidious. 
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24. 



He wha will court a maiden fair, 
Must needs waste much time. 
He must needs spend many piastres too, 
And count them not.^ 



25. 

Thy walk is like the walk of the partridge, thy run is like the flight of the 

swallow. 
Great is thy beauty, and yet thou hast no mate ! 



Oh, of cabbages and radishes of this sort, 
I have forty-five roots in my kitchen-garden. 



27. 

Oh, of radishes and horse-radishes of this sort 
I have ten thousand roots in my kitchen-garden. 



28. 

The olive is plucked at the joint, at the root : 

The maid is kissed in the eyes, between the eye-brows. 

29. 

Thy eyes are brimming with love and are moist with dew. 
And on the bosom of the dew frigates are sailing. 

30. 

Our old troubles are past and gone. 

Our present ones have, grown into serpents and will devour us. 

31. 

What need of words? thou art well aware 

That both my heart and my soul are thine to command. 

^ The young tailor often complained to me, with a comioal sigh, that his 
heart had well-nigh ruined him. 
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32. 

T(o pa Sep atrepva aTifJir} va firjv dvaareva^co. 

33. 

To fiiroi a elvac fitvapi^, rd ^epta aov \afnrd8€<:, 
To aTTJdof; aov TrapdSeiao^, fnra')(Ta'h fi€ iraTivaSe^, 

34. 

To vriprt t&v iraWrjKapt&v rf XVP^^^ '^^ yvoopu^ovv 
Kal rd Bia^oXoKopiraa Kpv<f>d to fiovpfiovpi^ovv, 

35. 

^€vy€Cf; Kal <f>€vy 17 yv(Ofirj fxov. Jlov ird^ waprfyopcd fiov ; 
Tiov ird^ K\ei,Sl rod ^poXoyetov, ir dvoiyei^ ti) xapSid fwv ; 

36. 

^tV ol o^TpoX yevqKave xal oi Sckol fiov ^ivot, 
K' 17 fidva TTOv fi€ yivvae 8€ OeXei vd fi€ ^epy, 

37. 

^vy€ TTO fieva, avXXoyq ! <f>vye iro fiiva, irlxpa! 
Ae' <r€ a'T€<f>ap(odr)Ka vd a e'^o) fiipa vvxra! 



'^Ovra^ Hlvovv. 
38. 

*0 vTTvo^ 0p€<l)€i TO waiBl, 6 ijXio^ TO fioa")^dpc^ 
Kal TO TraXrjo Kpaal Kavei tov yepo TraXXrjKapL. 

39. 

l^apd \ TOV TTOV TO TTLVei, 

Xapd \ TOV TTOV Kepva, 
Xapd \ TTJ KOfiwavla 
Kal \ o\' Ttj a'vvTpo<f>vd, 
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32. 

Time was when I knew not how to cry Ah me ! 

Now hardly a minute passes without my heaving a sigh. 

33. 

Thy hody is a minaret, thy hands a pair of tapers, 
Thy bosom a park : a garden alive with songs of love. 

34. 

The youths' passion is well-known to the widows, 

And the sly maidens whisper of it secretly amongst themselves. 



35. 

Thou departest, and my senses depart with thee. Whither away, my 

comfort ? 
Whither art thou going, key of gold which openest my heart ? 

36. 

My foes have become my friends. Yefc mine own kindred are estranged 

from me. 
The very mother who bore me will no longer know me ! 

37. 

Away from me, Sorrow ! Grief begone ! 

I have not wedded thee, that thou shouldst abide with me day and night. 



Drinking rhymes. 

38. 

Sleep nourishes the child, and the sun the calf. 
And old wine makes the old young. 

39. 

Joy to him who drinks it, 
Joy to him who pours it out, 
Joy to the party. 
And all the good company ! 
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'O 0609 rdv avTpa €ir\aa€ fi€ ScafiavTevca irerpa 
K97 orav €<f>KLav rrj yvvaiKa iirrjpe fii^a irekeKa.^ 

"Oiroio<; ex fcaKV) yvvalfca \ rov vexpo Se' irpitr va Trdfj' 
lov vcKpo TOP e;^ 9 to (nriTi r. 

'H f^vvatKa elv axoWa || xal 'x^aXevec airo o\a, 

'H yvvaiKa fiaxpvd fiaWcd koX yvdfiTj koi/ti]. 

Or 
Tpavd fiaWidj \\ kovtcl fivaXd} 

^ This distich I heard at Series, bat it is not of Macedonian origin. My 
informant was a Cretan Mohammedan — one of those who on the declaration 
of Cretan antonomy preferred exile to peaceful existence with the despised 
Christians. 

^ A. A. TowrloVf ''H Kara, to Hdy^aiov Xd>fM,* p. 89. Cp. fiwd'C rpayb xal 
fivaKd Xlya, ibid. 
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Oreek folk-opinion on the fair sex. 

When God created man, he used a diamond-drill ; 
When he created woman, he used a pickaxe. 

He who has a bad wife need not go to the funeral : 
The fimeral is in his own home. 



Woman is like paste : she sticks to everything. 

Woman : long hair, short wits.^ 

' The same proverb, word for word, is common both among the Bassians 
and the Tartars: see Balaton, Russian Folk-Tales, p. 38. 



APPENDIX I. 

To nApA/WY6i TOY NaTntic.^ 

Mia Po\a K €vav Kaipo ^rav eyas aOpinvoq iroKv vXowrio^, ^^X^ 
(nriria, €iZuriiaTa, apvia, KaroriKia kol ti Skv ct^c; aTro oka ra KaXa tov 
Koafiov, 's TO (tttLti t' ws k ol v€T€Lvoi y€vvova'av avya ttov Xcct ic|J 6 Xdyos. 
Ma Tt ra ^cs; ^rav o-^tp^rds, T^cyKCVCS. Avros 6 aOptairo^ €tv;(€ vapOy crc 
fita ?roXiT€tioi fJL€ydX.rfy aav va X€fJL€ s r^ SaA-ovifo;, Kal yia va /x^v 
^oSctaoT^ 8c' 0€K(T€ va Koviif/ri 's r^ XoKavra, fii^c Trdrfa'€ ac Kaviva 
Tpavov T dpp^ovTiKO, yia va /x^v ^XI/ '^^ 'n-o)(p€0}&ff. Mdvo Kovofft 's eva 
ifyriii^ov rri Kokvfia, Kakrf «Spa o-av r^ ^107 fias. To ottit* ^av fxovdxa 
€vas OKTas rpavos kt) 6 So^aros Kai tov efiaXav va KoifirfO"^ crk /xia ytavid, 
6 Sov\6s T aTTo/xcivc o$ov 's r^v avX^ avrdfia fik ra irpdfiara. Tov 
iftTia^ov 17 yvvaiKa €*;(€ AcuTcpw^ Sto Kal rpcts fxipai^, ykvKTt €va TraiSi 
TTOvrav Tpi<3 /u.€pa> ovras r^pBt. avros 6 ttXovo-ios. "Eto-i ttov Acs, TrXaytao-av 
TO PpdSvf 6 fiova-aKfiLprjs <T€ fita KO^rj k -q ki^ova-a fxk tov dvTpa ts \ ttjv 
akkrj. AvtoC tovs Tr^pc vrrvos dykijyopa Kal KOLfjiovvTov fxia X^P^^) yuar 
oi <l>TOixol yKaiyXcScs Slv €xovv. Ma 6 TrXovo-tos 8c' tov hraipv€ v^rvos, 
yvpvowc diro r^ /utta fi€pid, yvpvowrt tto t^v akkrf Kal <rvkkoyLovvTav Kal 
koydpLa^€ TO )Std tov. 

Kct irov avkkoytovvTav d^a<f>va ykivei Ky dvoly rj iropTa koL (ri^Kav 
fX€<ra Tpcts yvvaLK€s vtv/jl€vcu^ 's t dairpa, *H fxia ^Tav ircio ijrqkrf koI 
TTCio €fJLOp<f>rf v6 Ts oAAais. Htov y Tpcis Moipais vov fioipd^ovv to 
iraiSl rrj Tpvrq fxipa vorcpts a^ov y€vOy^ ^Eto'i ttov Acs, aipKOv fxitra 's 
TOV dvra Kal ardOKOv KCt ttov Kot/xovvrav to pnapOj k -q /xc-yaAciTcpi; iro 
TQS Motpats TO ayytfc /utc to Sa'^TvAd t's Kal Accf **Tt va to fjioipda-ovfjic;" 
Acv y aAAais' " Na to fioipda-ov/xe va yivrf Kkrfpovofios *s avTov tov 
ttAovo-io irov 'vat irAaytao-zuievos kci Trcpa *s t^ '^0)(rf." "Ta/uta/x'" Acv y 
aAAais Kai to fiolpaxrav k vo'Tcpis ycvKav a^avTais. 

*0 ttAovo-ios t' ttKovo-c avra ra Adyta Kal Tp6fJLa$€j Ky aw to f^ofio r 
8c' p.Tropov<T€ va o'<^aAt^ /xaTt. %*KiodK€ Kal o'ovAaT^aptfc ttcivov KaTov 
'9 TOV dvTa ok TO irpun, "Afia €<^c^c 6 ^cos t^v i/ficpa Kal VKiodKe 6 
ifyrw^o^ 'fro to yiaraKi t, TdTcs tov Acci 6 (evos* "'Eyw ^cvyo) o^/xcpts 
yta TO x^P'-^* /"**> 'rat8ta ^'Ka /x' 8€v c^w. *Av OTpiyrfS va fX€ Sioirig^ to 

^ My ra4:onteiue informed me that she heard this tale many years ago from 
a Boumanian friend of hers (Kapa/SXdxa). According to her NaidU is the 
Wallachian for the Greek Eitp€<rriM'i6f "foundling." 
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UKO a- TO /JMpo, yta K rf yvvacKa fj. ua t ava(fp€\l/ovfX€ crav vavai iraiOL 
/xav. Scis cIoTC v€oi, irptora 6 dcos ^a koiktc k^ aAAo." 

ToTcs 6 ^Twxos €Kpa(€ rrj yvvoLKai t va Sty ri Xcci koll k€lvtj. *H 
yvvoLKa r vptora Sev t}0€\€, yiarl volol pxLva hiv€L to fxiKpo t s; fta vorcpis 
ttTT* TCI TToAAa, yia. vet /x^v Koxj/ow T^ 'n;;(^ tov TratSiov, Xcct " KaXa' " k 
€<TTp€$€ vd TO 8(00*' av Kttt T* ayttTTOvo-c o-ttj' iraihi t's Trovrav. Totcs to 
p-vtfli€ KoXa KaXo, (OS ttov xopraci yoAo, Tconruo'c /u.€ Ta ttcio Kokkirepa 
povxa irov)(€y to <f>tXa'€ aTavpwra 's to yXc^apo k^ 6 irXowios to ir^pc 's 
TCI X^pia. T, o'cXXwv' T^ <l}opdSa r ktJ tov (etrpofioSrfa'av koI Tract 's to 
KoXb fiafv /«,€ TO SovXo T, 

"Ovra^ PyrJKav o^ov iro rrj TroXiTcia k Itfyrafrav 's Iva fi^po^ ^PVH-^ 
fi€<Ta s Ta ycwiy/xaTa — ^Tai/ KaXoKaipi — o'Ta/iaTact t^ <f>opd8a t kol Xcct 
TOV SovXo t' ** Ilapc avro to /juopo kol vd to o'KOTUKnys /«,€ fiia Trerpa." *0 
SovAos T* 's T^v apx^ Scv rj()€k€ vd ro Kdvrj, yuarl ^rav dOptairo^ 0€Off>O' 
fiovfievos, /JiOL v<TT€pis dikovras firj O^kovra^ tov okovo-c tov a<^€vny t koll 
ro injp€ TO fxiapo. Ma avTts va xrvTrrfiTri to iraiSi xrwd^i rrj yrj^ /xc t^ 
irirpa koX to ci^cvtiko t* Odppeij/e -jrals ^apeo'c to iraiSL Totcs a$a<l>va 
CKavc o-av vaciSe Kairotov tto fiaKpvdy fxia. koL hvo -n-XoXaci *s t' aXoyaTO, 
o-av vaTav TaxaTCs Tpofxaa-fxevo^, k-q diro 8<3 Trav k* ot aAAoi. "Eto-i vov 
Xcs, TO fuopo dv6fAV€ KoifucT/xivo fJi€<T 's T* diTTaxva. 

Tcopa v' d<l>TJa'ovfjL€ tov ttAovo-io Kal va irida-ov/xt to 7rat8tV Ta 
;(Q)pa^ia Kciva i^av -tto eva ttXowio T^i^Xi/Ka. Avros 6 ttAovctios ^cv 
€!;(€ 7rai8t Oko t Ky okov ir€piKakova'av tov Oeo Ky avros k 17 ywdiKa r 
vd Tovs Sowny Iva iraLhL "H^eXav vavpow Kavcva ilruxoiraCSi fivikKe xat 
Tovs kvirrfOy 6 ^€09. Kciviy t^ jSpaScia Irv^c va <rtpyLavC(,rj avros 6 
TrXovo^M)? 's Ta ;((i)pa<^ia icat aKOvcc to /xcopo TrcoKXaiye. Sto^kc Kat Xcct 
TTO /xco-a T " Ti vavai avro; T^aKaXt Scv Vat, o-fcvAt 8ev Vat. *As waa> va 
St(u." Kat ^raatvovras KaTa ttj <f>u}vr] vo ydkta yoAta ppL<TK€i. to fjuopo icg 
d/xa TQ)€t8€ $€'irdaTLK€. Ma yAcTrovTas avro tckto €fJiop<f>o koX iraoTpuco 
Kat iraxovko to kifxiniTTrjKe Kat to 7rrjp€ 's t-^v ayKaAta t* Kat to wai/o'c 's 
T17 yvvatKtt T . " At€ Tt jBprJKa *s to ;(<upa^t, yvvatKa," t^ Acct, " e/xcts 
TratSt yvpcva/xc kt; 6 ^cos TratSt fia? loretAc." *H yvvatKct t Si* tov 

TTtO-TCl/^C ***AtVT€ ITO Sw, TTOtOS fcpCt (TV ft€ fTOtO. TCOKaVCS aUTO TO ITatS^ 

fta as ctvat 8c* /xc /xcAct, as ro <l>vkd$ovfJL€" 

To <f>vka$av kol Tco^cpav /xta irapafidva yid vd to I3v^d$y Ky dfMAX 
Tpdv&f/€ TO o-irov8a^av. Kat to 7rat8i TrovTav o'cotKO, trpoKOil/i kol t's 
ayaTTOvo'c ttoAv, k|J avToC T dyaTrovaav kol TwAcyav NatvTts, o'dv vd Xc/xc 

^ This is a stock form of transition, as hackneyed in Modern Greek folk- 
tales as it is in similar compositions in other languages. Gp. the Italian 
''Lassama a lu pappa gadda e pigghiamu a lu cavaleri/* Fiahe, novelUt e 
raconti siciliani, by J. Pitr6, Palermo, 1875, vol. i. p. 9. 
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^vp€<rrffjiL6, Tiopa vapOovfX€ 's tov irkova-io. Ilcpaorav )(p6vLa Kafiiroa-a kt) 
6 NalVris y€VK€ Sckci^, ScKacc^ra xP^vw. Tore? fxta fxipa vd crov k 
€p)(€Taj. 's TO x<t)piJo K€lvos o KaKO^ 6 irXovcTiO^, 6 T^cyKcvcs, TTOv TraaKwrc 
va TOV X**^» '^' ^^' rw<t>€p€ ij tv;(17 va KaToXvoTy 's to (tvCti Trovrav 6 
NaiKTt?. Akovo'c irov tov <f><ava^av Natvrt? Kal irapa(€V€VTVjK€ fie r 
ovo/xa, PcoTact t^ yvvatKa' ^^ ^f* p.^ Xcs, Kvpa, ytarC rov <f>Q)vd^T€ ero't;" 
"Toi' Pyakap€ NoiIVti? ytaTi, va o-c ttw t^v ctXi/^cia, 8€v cTvai yvtos /utas, 
tov PpfJK€ 6 avrpas p.ov 's to \iapat\>Lf pier ? Tct yevvrjpxLTa 8(3 Kai 
3cKa€^Ta ^dvia. Mcis aAAa TraiSia Scv €L\ap€ k cto'i tov dvaOpi\f/ap.€ 
Kol rov dyairovpe <rdv iraiSt pas, koL kcivos /utas dyaird€L iroXv." 

*AKOvovTas avrd 6 irkovaios iriKpdOK€ KardKapSa ytarl KordXafit irais 
Tfrav TO iraiSl irov irpooraf € tov SovXo tov va to )(a\d<rrj. Tcopa tl vd 
Kdvy; avkkoyuTai wo 8a> (rvXXoyUTat iro k€l. *S Tct WTcpiva tov rjpOt 
pLid v€v<rrf. Tvpi^d kol Xcct 7r<3? I^ct va a-T€i\y pna ypatfitj *s to xmpLo t 
Kol OiXii €va p7naT€p€vo ddptoiro vd ttjv vdy, 

" MttS, va aT€Lkovp€ TOV NatvTis," TOV Xcv. 

'ETOt/utao-av tov NatvTis ptd trovyaTa'a koX tf^ayid, koX a-iXXiaae r 
dXoyaTo r yta vex irdrj, *0 irXovcrios tov l3a>K€ pid ypa<l>rj yid rrj 
ywaiKd T KaC rrjv cXcyc p€(ra '9 rrj ypa<l>rj avTrj vd rov (TTiiKri dirdvov 
*S Tcx Povvd TTOV ipo(TKav Ttt TTpo/SaTd T KOL vd 'irapayy€CKrj tovs TfTopira.- 
vapiovs vd tov Kopparidaovv koX vd tov yKprjp.vLcrovv peaa *s Iva iniydhu 
O NaivTts injpf. r^ ypatfyrj 8t;(a)S Kapp.ta voif/La, KajSoAAiKei/rc Kat Ktvr}<r€ 
va irdrj, Uplv vd Kivrjcrrj 17 pAva tov tov opp.t]V€\l/€ vd prjv ^d)(rj kol ttv^ 
V€pb diroarapivos, k vaT€pLS tov <\>lXy}<T€ Kai tov cIttc to KaTfvohio. 

2 TOV hpopo irov irdaivt </>Tav€i, o-€ pid fipvayf dvo koitov Trwva h€VTpo 
Kal (€KaPaWiK€\l/€ yia va ^airoa-rdari \ffixa k vcTcpts vd tti^ V€p6, Kard 
ir<3s TOV 6pprjv€il/€ ij /u,ava t*, ytaT i;Tav Suf/aapivos. Ket irov KdOovrav 
S TOV taKLO vd aov Kal wepvdeL evas ytpos ftc paKpvd axnrpa ycvcta Kat 
TOV Xccf "Iloi) (opa icaX>7, yvic pov;^^ ""Qpa KaXy}, TraTnrov, iraaCvdi 's to 
TaSc TO ^copio p,€ /x/.a ypafjn} yta tov tciSc." " Aoo-€ /xov ttj vd ttj 8t<i3 
avr^ T^ ypa</»J, ytaTt Oapp(o 7r<3s tov fcpo avTov toi' aOpoiTro." To TratSt 
tov .8tv€t T^ ypaff>7J, Kij 6 ycpos Trcpao-c to ;(€pt tou tto ttoivov Kat tt; yupto-c 
vCa-ov, K vo-Tcpts -Trd?; 's Tiy SovXcta t*. 

Na p-iyv Ttt 7roXvXoyovp,€, dva^paha dvdppaha c^Tavct 6 NdtvTts '9 to 
avLTL TOV irkovo-LOv. Kct TTOV ^€7r€^eu€ X'''**^*' a-TTctvov *s TO irapaOvpi Kal 
yXcTTCt Iva KopiTO'i €pop<l>o (rav to c^cyyapt. ''Ai^c a/Sva-e rov pTriJKe 
pipaKL *HTav 17 KOpry tov TrXovo-tov, ytaT* ct^c ir^ {j/ipara ttws Scv cT^* 
TTcuStd* cT^c p.ta Kopiy k* cva -TraXXiyKapt. *0 NdtVTts a-i^Ke p€<Ta *? to 
(TirtTi K 17 yvvatKtt tov -TrXovcrtov tov Scxtt/kc KaTa ttoJs CTrpcTre. ** KaXcus 
<opto-€9 " " KaXoJs o-tt? ^pi/Kap-c," r^ Stvct r^ ypO'4>V '^^^ Kctvry t*^ hidpa<T€ 
K lypa<^€ p.€o-a ** Na irdpys avrov to v€to Kat t^ Koprj p.a5 Kat va Kpdijjs 
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ffKO (T TO fidipo, yw K -q yvvaLKoi yH $d t dvaOp€\l/ovfJL€ (rav vSivai iraiSC 
/xav. Sets €la'T€ v€OL, irptora 6 0€6s Oa kciktc k^ aAAo." 

ToT€9 6 <fyr(0)(o^ €Kpa$€ rrj yvvaiKoi t vol Siy rt Xcci kol K€ivrj, H 
ywoLKa T TTptara Scv rfOfXi, ytart Trota pxLva hLv€i to fxiKpo t s; fta vorcpis 
ttTT* TCL TTO AAa, ytot. va /n^v Koij/ow TTj TV)(rf Tov waiZiov, Xcct " KaXa* " k 
€<TTp€$€ vd TO 8(00*' ttv Kttt t' ayaTTOvo-c o-aj' 7rai3i t's irovrav. Totcs to 
Pvtfli€ KoXa KaXo, 019 ttov xopraai yoXo, Tconruo'e /u.€ Ta ttcio xaXAxTcpa 
pov)(a Trov)(€, to <l>CX.a'€ (rravpoiTa 9 to yXc^apo ic^ 6 ttXowios to irijpc 's 
Tot X^P^^ ^> ccXXcov* r^ ff>opdSa r ktJ tov ^cirpo)8o8i/o'av ical Tract 's to 
KoAo fia^v /U.C TO dovAo t . 

^OvTas PyrJKav o^ov iro rrj -roXiTcta k' t^fyraaav 's Iva /xipos ^tw/fio 
/jico'a s Ta yewrffiara — rjrav KoXoKalpL — <rTafjua.ra€i rrj <f>opd8a r* koL Xcct 
TOV 8ov\d T* " Ilapc avro to fJLwpo kol vd to o'lcoruKnys /«,€ fita -jrerpa." *0 
8oi)Ad9 T* 's r^v apx^ Scv iJd^cXc va to fcan;, yuiTt lyTav dOpioiros Otoff^o- 
fiovfievos, /JiOL vo'Tcpt? Oikovras firf OiXovTas tov aKovcc tov dxftivTrj t koC 
TO frfjpe TO fAOipo, Ma dvTts va xrwnjarj to -n-ai8l x'^^**^* '''^ T'V^ f*^ ''^ 
ir€Tpa KOL TO a^cvTiKO T Oappeif/e -jtw? pdp€<T€ to irai.SC. Totcs ai$a<l>va 
€Kav€ aav vaciSc Ka^rotov tto /xaKpva, /xta Kat 8vo TrXaXacc 's t' aXdyaTO, 
<rav vaTav TaxaTc? TpofxaafJiivo^, Kjj dvo 8c3 irav k' oi aAAoi. ''Eto'i -jrov 
Xc?, TO /JMpo ajTOfiv^ KoifiLC/xivo fJL€a 's T da-Tax^o^ 

T(opa V d<l>TJa'oviJL€ tov irkova-io koI va iridcrov/xe to TratSt.* Ta 
\itipa<l>ia K€Lva rjTav iro €va irXovfTio T£i</>Xi/Ka. Avtos 6 TrXoxxrio^ Scv 
u)(€ iraxhl Oko t k'Q o\ov ir^piKokova'av tov Oeo Ky avros k ij ywatKa r 
va Tovs Soxny Iva TraiSt. "H^cXav vavpoi;v Kavcva if/yxovaCSi purikKe kolC 
T0V9 XvirrfOy 6 ^€09. Kctviy t^ ^pa8cia erv;(C va ctpyLav^^rj atrro9 6 
wkovaios 's Ta )(wpd<f>ia Kat aKOvcc to /JLwpb -n-coKXaiyc. Stci^icc Kat Xcct 
TTO fLcVa t' " Ti vavat avrd; TfaxaXt Scv Vat, o-KvAt Scv Vat. *As waoi vet 
Si(i>.'' Kat ^raatvovras KaTa t*^ ifxavrj wo yczXta yoAta Ppi<TK€i. ro fjuopo icg 
dfia TciSctSc ^€7raoTtK€. Ma yXcTrovTa? avTo too-o Ifxopffio Kat iraoTpLKO 
Kat 7ra;(OvXo to \i.iJLVLa'TrfK€ Kat to wrjpe 's t^v ayKaXta t* koX to irdria'€ 's 
ttJ yvvatKtt t*. " Ate Tt pprfKa 's to x^pdif>L^ yvvatica," t^ Xcct, ** cftcts 
TratSt yvp€vafi€ k-j} 6 ^cos -jratSt /uta? co-TctXc." *H yvvatKa t' 8c' tov 

TTtCTTCl/^C **''AtVTC TTO 8(3, TTOtOS ^CpCt OO^ /XC TTOttt TWKaVCS aUTO TO ITatS^ 

fia as ctvat 8c* /u.c /xcXct, as to <l>v\d$ovfi€." 

To ^vXafav Kat Tco^cpav p.ta irapafidva yta va to fivl^d^ Kfj d/JM 
Tpavci/rc TO o'irov8a^av. Kat to 7rat8i TrouTav o'CDtKO, trpoKOil/i Kat t*s 
aya-TTowc ttoXv, k|J avToi t dyairovaav Kat TcUXcyav Na'ivTts, (rav vd Xcfic 

^ This is a stock form of transition, as hackneyed in Modern Greek folk- 
tales as it is in similar compositions in other languages. Gp. the Italian 
**Lassamu a lu pappa gadda e pigghiamu a lu cavaleri/' Fiabe^ novelUy e 
raconti siciliani, by J. Pitr6, Palermo, 1876, vol. i. p. 9. 
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Evp€(n7/u.iO. T<apa vap6oviJL€ 's tov TrXowto. Ile/oaorav )(povi.a Ka/xiroa'a icg 
6 NalVrts ycvKC ScKa^, ScKaec^a xpovcS. Tore? /nia ficpa va crov k' 
^X^^ '5 '''^ X***P^ Kcivos 6 Ktticos 6 -n-Xovo-io?, 6 rf €yK€V€5, "TTOv -TracTKto-c 
va TOV XO-(rji, k er<rt Tm<f>€p€ rj TV)(r] vd KaTaXvarj '9 to o-ttm-i TrovTav 6 
NalvTts. "Akovo-c irov tov (jxava^av Nd'ivTts Kal Trapa^cvcvTi/KC /xc t' 
ovofia. PcDTttct T^ yvvatKa* "Ac'/xc X€9, Kvpa, ytarC rov ^cova^Tc erct;" 
"Tov PyaXafJL€ NatvTis yiaTt, vci o-c ttcS t-^v aXi/^cia, Sev cTvat yvtos /xas, 
TOV PprJK€ 6 avTpas fJiov 's to x(apdff>Li p.i(r *s Tct ycvviy/xaTa 8(3 xat 
ScKac^Ta Xpo^^<^* Met? aAAa ?rai8ia Scv €t)(a/Li€ k' ctci tov dvaOphf/afXi 
Koi TOV ayaTTOv/u-c o^av 7rai8t /uta?, Kal Kctvos /utas ayaTract ttoAv." 

*AicovovTas avra 6 irXova-io^ TriKpddK^ KaTtiKapSa ytaTi KardXa^e irws 
tJtov to 7rai8t •?rov TrpooTaf € tov SovXo tov va to ;(a\aoTy. T<i)pa Tt va 
Kovy; o-vAAoytCTat tto 8a> OT;AAoyt€Tat wo k€i, 'S Tct vcTcpiva tov ^p^c 
/jt«i vcvoTy. Fvpifft Kal Xcci, ttw? I^ci va o-TCtXiy /xta ypa<l>rj 9 to \tiipv6 t 
Kal ^cXct Iva /n-TrioTC/xcvo ddptoiro vd rrjv Tray, 

" MttS, va (tt€l\ovijl€ tov NatvTis," TOV Xev. 

'ETOt/u-ao'ttv TOV NatvTts /nia TrovyaTO'a Kal (^ayia, Kal o'cAAcdo'e t' 
dXoyaTo t' yid vd wdrj, *0 TrXovtrtds tov cSwkc /ntd ypa</>^ ytd t^ 
ywoLKd T Kai rrjv cXcyc /u.eo'a *s t^ ypa<f>rj avrrj va tov (Tt^iXtj dirdvov 
*S Ttt Povvd TTOV <Lpo(TKav Ttt irpo/Sara t koi va irapayy^CKri tov^ Tdopira- 
vapiovs vd tov KOfifiaTtdaovv kol vd tov yKprffivtaovv /xeo'a *s Iva injydSL 
*0 NdtvTts irfjp€ T^ ypo-<l>V ^'X***^ Ka/x/utia voxl/La, Ka^aAAiKci/^e Kal Kivrjae 
vd irdrf, Uplv vd KivT^o-rj -q fxdva tov tov 6pfjLijV€\l/t vd fxrjv A,dx>7 Kal iny 
V€p6 d-TTOora/Acvo?, k' vo"T€pt9 TOV <l>iX.rja'€ Kai tov €L'ir€ to Karcvd^io. 

'S TOV hpofxo TTOV Trdaive </>Tdv6t o-c /xtd Ppv<rq diro kcitov Trcova SevTpo 
KOL $€Ka/3aX\LK€il/€ ytd vd $a7roo-Td(rrj ^(-X^ k vcTepts vd Trt]^ vcpd, KaTd 
•JTCiiS TOV 6pfti]V€\l/€ 7] fidva T, yiaT rJTav St\l/a<rfjL€VOs. Kct irov KdOovTav 
's TOV to-Kio vd o-ov Kal TTcpvdct ci'a? ycpos /xc fJLaKpvd aa-irpa y€V€La Kai 
TOV Xccf " IIov (iSpa KaX>;, yutc fJLOv;^^ " lipa KaXtf, tramroVf iraaivta 's to 
TdSc to x«»P^o fil fiid ypaif^ ytd tov TaSc." " Adac /xov ttj vd ttj Stw 
avT^ T^ ypatfyrjy yiori Oappt^ Trtos tov fcpo avTOV tov d^pcoTro." To -TratSt 
TOV .8tv€t T^ ypa<l>7J, Ky 6 yepos ircpao-c to x^P^ tov iro irdvov Kai ttj yvpure 
wia-ov, K vo-Tcpts trdrj \ ttj 3ov\etd t. 

Nd fji-qv Ta 7roXvXoyov/u,€, dvd^paSa dvdfipaha </>Tdv€t 6 NdtVTts 's to 
o-TTtTt TOV -n-Xovo-tov. Kct TTOV ^€7r€^€V€ x^dfct aTrdvov 's TO vapaOvpi Kal 
yXcTTCt Iva KopiTfTi €fxop<l>o a-av to (f>€yydpL. ^Ai/rc a'Pv<r€ tov /xtt^kc 
fiipdKi. *HTav >y Koprj tov TrXovo-tov, ytaT* €T;(€ irfj i/rcfiaTa ttcos Scv €t;(€ 
7rai8td* €t;(€ /xtd Kopiy k' Iva 7raXX>yKdpt. *0 NdtvTt? (ri^Ke fxeaa *s to 
(TiriTi K tJ yvvatKa tov TrXovo-tov tov S€XTr}K€ KaTa ttcos CTrpcTrc. " KaXcus 
cSpto-c? " " KaXw? o-a? ^p^Kafxe" ttj Stvct tt) ypatfyq koX K^ivrj ttj Std^ao-c 
K iypa<l>€ fjiica ** Nd wdpys avrov to veto Kal t*^ KOprj fia^ Kal va Kpd^s 
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€va irawa koI vd rov^ (rreffiavtotrrjs r dy\rjyop<aT€po. 'Eyw OapOia 's 6)(T(o 
ficpcu? Koi -TrpcTTct va jBpto to irpafia TcXctw/xcvo." 

''Afia Sia^ao-c t^ ypo-^V ^'^^vc K€Lvrf Kara ttw? rrjv irapdyyeXvev a 
avrpa^ t\ Kpd^€i rbv iraira kol fxia kol Svo tovs orc^ai/wvct. *EKavav 
ydfiov^, Xapal^ fjik x^povs koI fxk iraiXPiSia ws ra irjfX€p<afJLaTa, 

Not fjiijv ra TrokvkoyovfJi€, vcrrcpis v* oxrw /xcpais va aov k epxerai 
WKTOV o TrXoixrios, Kal kcI ttov f €7r€^€V€ 's T^ iropra a'K<uv€L rd fidria r 
Kttt Ti va ^tjj / T*^ 6vyaT€pa r irov crr€Kovrav ai/m 's rov Naivris d?ravov 
s Ttt KayiceXXa. Tores tov rjp$€ /xta foXi; o-av rajSkas kol irtijyrei 
\aiJLov. nXaXovv, Kpdl^ovv yiorpovs koX fi€ rd -jroAAa rov <l>€pvow *s tov 
Koyapiaafio, "Tt cTra^cs, dvrpa fx ;" tov piOTd^i. -q yvvatica t. "*As, 
TiVoTcs, airdo-Tao-a 's tov Sp6/xo iq; d ^Xids fie pdp€a'€ 's to Kcc/xiXt," Xc€i 
K€tvo9, "fta ytarl Scv licai/€9 Kara ttws O'c TrapdyyctXa /mccra 's t^ ypa^iy;" 
" n<39 8c* TWKava, va 17 ypa<^ri c* 8i.€ ti /a* €ypa</>€S." 

T*^ -n-atpvci t^ ypo^<l>V '^^•^ "^ Sta^afct. *EOdpp€\l/€ ttws vcipeuovrav, 
TpCficL Ta jLuiTia T* KaXa icaXa Kal Sc* p.Tropovo'e vd KaTakdjBrj -ttcos ycvKC 
avro TO irpdpxL ytarl to ypdxj/tfxo rJTav Oko t, T6t€S Xcct ** KaXa, Sc* 
TTctpa^ct. Avpio TO irpwt, yAvKctai? ;(apaar9 va tov aKtixrys tov Natvrts 
Kal va tov o'TctAiys aTravov 's rd irpo^aTa fil fiid ypa<^ -jtov ^a o'c Scdo'co." 
K €KaT(T€ K lypa\ff€ s tovs Ttrop/iravapiov^ Kara -TroJ? Kat irptara. 

T-^v oAAiy TO Trpwt rayyvqpia (rK(uOK€ 17 yvvaiKa t' Kat Tr^yc vd ^inn^arj 
TOV NdtvTts. Md d/uta (ri^Ki '9 tov ovtS Kai tov ctSc •jrov Koi/towTav 
yXvKa yXvKa /xccr* t^ Kopi; t*s t^v ctyKaXtd, \v7n]0K€ vd tov (vTrmja^ kol 
TOV d<l>K€ vd xopTaay rov virvo aKOfia Kafifiid cSpa. 11 act *s to yuio t's 
Kai TOV Xcct "Kot/xdo-at, TratSi /x*;" "''Ox'> p^yo- /"-'•" "S»;kov vd 
KafiakXiK€\l/rj^ koi vd irds avr^ t^ yp^^V '^ ''"^^^ TO'op.vdvov^ vov ^oo-kow 
rd -Trpd^ara." SVcoi/crat to TratSl KajSaXXiKCVCi Traipvci n) ypa^i; Kat 

KtV^O'C. 

Yo'Tcpis ttTTo KapnTOfrq wpa a- KwvcTat kt; o avTpas r s Kat ny pwrdei 
"Tov lo-TctXcs;" "Tov Xvinj$Ka vd rov (vwrjaoi tov NdivTts," Xcct 
K€tvr}y "jLtd /u,i7 vota^co'ai, avTpa /ut*, 17 ypat\yq irar}(r€ p.€ to yvio /las." 
"Tt lKav€9 I3p€ yvvatKa/" (^(ovd^ct Kctvos Kat p.id koi 8vo trdv vd tov 
7r7Jp€ fttd dvaXaffij, Tp€;(€t ofou ytd vd tov irpo<fyrd(ry. *H yvvatKa t' 
Odpp€\l/€ TTws TOV ^p^€ TToXt dxo-fJ-vd (rdv Kal x^H Kat Tpc^ct KaTaTToSt T*. 

^rdi/ovras '9 to ^ovvd PpyJK€ ttw? ot T<Top.iravoi. tov ctp^av x^^^oT? ^^"^ 
yvtd T* Kat TOV ^tx^^ P^to ft^o"* '« to TnyydSt, k^ aTr' T17 iriKpa t* kyj dir to 
OLXji T irii^TtL K|7 avrds p.i<Ta Kat x^vcTat. H yuvatKa yXcTrovTas tov 
dvTpa t's -ttov 7r€o-€ p.i<T 's to mfyd^i Taxo.o'e koI piyy^Tai koX K€Lvrf p.i<ra 
Kat iriOave Ky avrq. K' cro-t dir6fjLV€ 6 NdtvTts KkqpovopM^, 

AvTO 8ev 'vat irapap.v6i, Etvat wpdpjOL ttov yevKc Kat S€t;(vet ttcUs tt/ 
moLpa T Kavcvas dc p.vop€i va tt) ^€<pvyri. 
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T6 BACiAdnoYAo kaJ 6 ahtoc. 

*Apx^ Tov wapafivOiov. KaX^ (nripa ca?. 

Mia ^oXa K €vav Kcupo rjrav Ivas ^acnXcas k cI^c rpia 7rai3i(£, fjua. 6 
fUKporepo^ ^av 6 ireib avTp€nofX€VOS icg 6 ttcio w/xop<f>(K air ovXvoi. 
*Hp^€ Kaipo9 ktJ appia(mja'€ 6 jSao-iXcag ttoXv )8ap€ta, ^rav Trcta yta 
Odvaro, k cwrav ot yiarpot ttoJ? yta m yAvTWo-' irperr€i va ijxiy (ovyyt air* 
dpcrcviico Xayo. Tores <t>(ova$€ ra ^acrtXoTrovAa Kai ra cr-Trc* 

" nai3ia /«,', tlfiai appoxrros ttoA-v ^apeta, k' ot ytarpol ctTrav ttoJs yta 
va y€vo> KaXa Trpcirct va </>a<i) ^ovyyi air apa'€viKO Xayo. ^as TrcpifcaXo) 
XotTTOv va TTttTC 's TO Kvvrjyi Kol va /x€ <l>€pT€ €v apa-€VLKo Aayo." 

** KoAa, Trarcpa," ctTrav to, TratSta Kat injpav rat? o'atrats tovs Kai t* 
ap/JLard r 9 Kat KLvrjO'av yta va -jrav. Il-^yav dAopya 's ra ovpfidvia yta va 
jBpovv Xayov9. Ot 8v6 ot rpavvrcpoi ot ytot 8c* icarai^cpav va o-kotwo'ovv 
K^v icavcva, /na 6 /xLKpOTepo^ o-kotcoo-c rpcis, fta xdvcvas aTro Savrovs Scv 
^rav dpo-cvtKOS. Ot d8cp(^ot t' ap^iinrfo'av vd rov ^ovXfvovv ytart <f>dvic€ 
TTCto d^i09 d-TT* avrovs. T^v aAAiy t^ /utcpa iavafiyrJKav 's to kvv^i Kat 
TToXt Ttt tSta* ot 8vo ot Tpavot 8c' fXTTopeaav va Kavow ti-ttotcs /uta 6 
IUKp6T€po% (TKOTdya-e 8uo K Ivas dir' tous 8vo Xayovs IXa;(c vav' dpcrevLKos* 
Tores Tov ^ovAci/^av aKOfx -Trcto Trapa Trdvo) k* cln-av 6 Ivas /w-c rov oAAo* 

""As rov a'KOT(aaovfX€ k wrcpts va Trov/utc roC Trarcpa /u,as irws rjpOav 
KXci^rats Kat rov ;(dAao'av." 

Kct Kovra ijrav cva TrqydSi woXv iraXrjo /jl€ fmpfiapa yvpo yvpo Kat to 
V€p6 c^yatvc tto /utcVa Kat ^c;(€tXt^c tto rptyvpo 's ra fjidpfxapa, "Afia rjpOe 
ktJ 6 fiLKp6T€pos rorcs rov cwrav 

" Ac' TTtvov/utc vcpo -TT* avTO TO TH^yaSt, Iro't ttws ci/utaoTC Suf/aafifvoi;*' 

" M7rpa)8o," cTttc kcIvos, " va irtov/utc." 

" Ma Trpcirct vd Trtov/iic ftc r^v dpa8a/' Xcci o TpavvT€po^, " Trpcora o 
Ivas, vo-rcpts d dXXos Kat 's rd wrcpvd d rptros." 
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ToT€S rfwu irfmra 6 rpavurcpos, voTcpis d S€VT€pos k varepvo^ 6 
fjLLKp6T€po^. *E^aA.€ 7-^ TTciXa T* Kttl T^ cratxa T* ctTTo KttT* diT* rrj fjLaaxdXrf 
Koi $air\(a6K€ rot fiirpovfAvra yia va -tti^ air to vcpo ttov lrpt)(€ air ofw V 
T^ fjidpfiapa. ToT€9 d cva? tov -jriav* air* rwva trohapi kq 6 oAAos oltt t 
aXXo KcU Tov pL)(yovv fiica '9 to TnyyaSi. ^Ettco-c to Xot-Trov to /SaatXoirovX.o 
fiiaa K ol d3cp(^oi tov c^vyav Kal yvpaav -n-wro) *s to •jroAaTt. "'A/xa 
iKfyrao'av ckci tov irrjyav tov iraripa rovs rov \ayo koX rovvav 

" Na, iraripcLf Kara<^€pap.€ koX PpnJKafJL€ dpo'cviKO Xayo o^/x€pi9, fia 
eXao'a/u.c tov aSepi^ fwi5," k' cicavav 7rci>9 i7Tav iroXv iriKpafjiivoL, 

" M?rp€, Tt XcTc; -jraJs y€vrjK€ Savro;" payra^i. 6 PaxnXia^ koX 7r€ra)(TrjK€ 
6i(o V* TO fcp€)8^aTi, ytttTt TOV dya7rovo"€ tov /UKporepo tov ytd tov ttcio 
Trepio'a'OT^po v t's dXvoL 

" Ti va o-c TTov/utc, iraripa" Xev, " kci ttov Kvvqyowrap.^ d^a</>va rjpOav 
KX€(^Tai9 K* Tjf^cXav vd /utas KaTaTrovTtVovv, k' ly/xcis ot 8vo ^e^vyd/xc, p.d d 
dS€p<l>6s /WIS xdOK€." 

ToTCs y€vrjK€ /xeyas Oprjvoi *s to TroAaTi, k]) d Paa-ikia^ k r/ PaxrCkuTa-a 
VTvOKoy 's Tot fiavpa k CKXaiyav Kai ^Xt)SovvTav ttoXv. 

Tcopa vd t's d<f}T^a'oviJL€ k€l -ttov ^piyvovo'av kqI vd ird/xc 's to PaxrtX6~ 
TTOvXo. To irrjydoi ttov tov eppi^av /u.eo'a ^rav ttoAv fiaOv, kol rpCa 
ypovia €ir€<t>T€ SC\(o^ vavprj iraro. Yarepa tto Tpia ^pdvia irdrTjo'e y^s 
Kttt PyrJK€ V T* dAAo fxipos. *Avoiy* Ta fxdrua r koX yXcTrct ttw? ^Tav *s 
oAAo Koo-fAO, HTavc o Karct) Koo'/i,o9. Kol K€t fiaKpva /xaKpvd yXeirci 
Iva <^c3s. ncpTTttTOVTas, TrcpTraTOVTas, TrcpTraTovTas <^Tdv€t o^c /uttd Kokv^a, 
'Eic€t /utcca ^Tttv /uttd yp^yd k' eirXaOe ^vfxdpL fxiaa (rk fiia KovTravCra'a yia 
va KdvTj fjLiOL irovyaTO-a, Tores ro ^acLXo-TTovko )(rd^€i ttoJs 17 yPT/d Scv 
cTx^ vepd, /novo cxXatyc Kai ^vp,a)V€ to dXevpi /jt€ Ta SaKpvd rs k €<f>rw€, 
Kat K€L irov cKXatyc k €<^tvv€ icat ^v/xcuvc to ^afiovpi, rpayovSov<r€ 
Xvirrjrepd, XvTnjrtpd, 

To ^aatXoTTOvXo diropea-e ttoXv yXcTrovTas Tiyv vd ^Tdiy Kai va K\aly 
Kat rrjv dXvinjOK€. 

" KaX^ o'TTcpa, Kvpd /xavtw," t^ Xcct. 

" KaXo '9 to TratSi fJ'Ov," Aect K€iv»y Kai Kvrraf € /ut€ airopia ircL ttws 
^av V€09 TTttAAi/Kapa? ki) dvTp€ta)p,€V09 Kat p,€ r^ -TrdXa Kat t^ aatTa Trdvo) 
'9 TOV vcofid TOV. " 'A-TTO TTOV lp\€<r ai^ yt€ p,ov; lav Scv etcrat otTrd TovTa 
Ttt /u.€p7;, /uf^v Ip^co-at V tov^Avo) Koafjio;" 

"MdA.to"Ta, lp\op.ai tto tov "'Avco Kdo-p,o, ftd 7ro)9 t* d7r€tKCMm7K€9, 
fiavid; " 

"*A/>t £^,€19 cSco Scv €)(ovfX€ T€^otov9 dvrp€s crdv Kat o'cvo. ^aivccrai 
7ra)9 cltrat V cKct Trdvco. Kat '7ra)9 KaT€</>K€9 cSw;" 

TdT€9 T-^v d<t>rjYoOK€ to /Sao-tXoTTOvXo " TO Kat TO /Lie ycvT/KC," Kat 7ra>9 
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rov €ppi(av T oScp^ia r /x€<r' 's to irrjydSi, " Ma Sc* fi€ Xc?," Xcci t^ 
ypTJoiy **yiaTl 8c* Trofjpvcis vcpo va ^vfiioarjs to xafiovpi /xc vcpo, fiov to 
(vfuuvcis /Lie Ttt ioKpva <r kol fxk to ifyrviia, koI yiarC icXats kol /xvpo- 
Xoy^s," 

"*A ytc /xov, vepo Scv €)(ovfi€ (rl tovto tov totto. ETv* eva irqyaZiy fui 
TO <f>v\d€i fJLia AaifJiUi, tva O-qpio rerpdiroSo fil rpCa K€<l>d\ia kol (yjraiei tov 
iraxra fjirjva Vo cva Kopiro'i. va c^aiy k Irci v (1^17977 to vcpo va Tpi^y, 
Avrbv TOV fJLTJva Ittco'C d Xa^vo? 's ttj fiovaxoKOprq fxov t^ Mapov8a Kai n^v 
€xow Tiopa hifihrq 's tov irXaTavo fxk t'? aXvo^o-iSats, icg avpio Oa fiyy to 
OrjpLO KOL $d TTj <l>drf, Fia SaOro KXaiyct) kol Opvjvio" 

"Afia t' aicovo-c avTa ra Xdyta to fiaaiXoTrovko €Zir€' 

" Eyo) ^a TO iTKOTdiO'ti) avro to Brjpvo koX Oa yXirroxro) icat to KopiTfTi tr 
K'Q ov\o TOV TOTTO. MoVo Sdo^c fjLov /uo. /xirovKOVcna va ^aa> V* avTr/ r^ 
irovyaro'a a/xa r^ ilnja-ys*" 

"*A yt€ /«,*, •?ru)s ^ct fiTTopiarf^s €(rv vd to (TKorviiTys to Oripuo, ttov kiq o 
PaaiXia^ air avr^ t*^ -TroXtTCia k|) ovXo t dcrK€pL t Tocra xpovia T<ipa to 
TroX.€fxovv Kal rwroTCS Sc' /juiropovv va iccti/ovv;" 

** *Eya) ^a to o-KOTOKrcD," Xcct to fiaaiXovovko, 

" M-^v Tras va /xrj o'c <^aT7 k co'Cvo." 

"'Eyw Sc' <f)o/3ovfJLaL, *H ^a to KaraTrovTwro) avro to Orfpio ^ va 
TTc^avoj." 

'EiccI ttov /xiXovo-c afa^v' aKovci /uta <^(on/, Kpa, Kpa. Fvpcfei icat 
yXcTTci Iva fi€ydko irovXl vovTav o-c ftia yoivea 's t^ KaXvjSa* Ivas otiyTOS 
Xpvo'O? 0"av ayycXo^. PwTact " Tt 'v' avro to ttovXi; " 

" Avro fx€ T d<t>K€ 6 dvrpas p! ovTa? iriOave cSw k €KaTO )(p6vui, k 
cyo) t' dvdOpf.\pa ws ttov TpdvGpe koI ycvKC ero-t ttov to yXcircis." 

**'A/Li€ KCtViy 17 Pov^dXa k€i tl cTvat;" 

" KjJ avnj T17 fiovpdka /xc tt/v a<^K€ d avTpas ft' cSu) k' CKaTO ;(pdvia 
K €y(i) TTjv avaffpeif/af Acci 17 ypyoL, 

"Etci vov Xc/xe TOV eSwicc k c^ae Trta fiirovKOViria V ttJ 7rovyaTO"a, 
afia Tijv Glrq(r€j Kal to jSao-iXdirovXo KLvrjcc /xc ttJ TroXa t' Kal tt} o-atTa t* 
yta va ^77 icci TrovTav 17* MapovSa S€p.€vrf *s tov TrXaTavo Kal Kafyrepovcre 
va Pyg to ^77pio va r»7 <l>dy, "A/xa e^ao-e K€t Kat Tiyv cKc, ttJ Xcci* 

"11(09 ctcrai &!); Tt Kavcts;" 

" Eto"! r/Tav t^s Tii^? /xov, CTrctrc o Xa;(V09 (tc /xeva Kal Kaprfpta va 
PyO '''^ ^^pto Kal va /x€ <^ai7 yta v* d<f)T^<ry to v€p6y 

Totc? to PaaiXoTTOvko jSyafct to arraOi t kox Kofiti Tats oXvo'O't'Sais 
Kat T»7 Xccf 

"M77 <l>ol3a<Tai fyo) ^a o^c yXvruKro)." 

Kctn7 iTo^t wov tov ctSc Iva v€o o-av currpo, tov dkvTnjOK€ Kal Xcci* 
A. P. 23 
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"^€vya fiaKpva *ir C&3, yiart ^a X"^^^ '^* ^^ ottcds \aOKav roaoi 
aXvoL Aic, K€L iripa cTvai ra fjivrjfjLopui irovvai OafJLfJLfvoi ovXoi irov 
aiaOKav cSco kol rotra )(p6vLa yia va ykvnao'ovv tov to-tto." **Mi7 o"€ 
/LieXiy," Xcct TO PacnXoirovkoy Koi yvpcre kol Kvrraf c -ttoO ovAo? o Kdfnros 
^Tttv yc/iaTOS diro fivrffjLopiay fia 8c' <f>oP'qOK€, Kal Kct ttov /uXovcrav 
aicovycrai li^a <f>oP€po rajSarovpi crav jBpovnj, koX Tparrafc ly ^75 crav va 
yo'ovrrav o'eurfio^. 

" To ^i7pio PyaCvei, ^cvyo, c^fvya va /niy crc ^ly kol aiva 1 " ffxavai* rj 
Mapov3a, /jia to fiaaiXowovko rrjy irijpt 's Ta x^P^^ ^^*' '"/^ tPaXi *s cva 
i/r)/Xo /Li€p09 dXopya Kai yvp<r€ va vaXaCil/rj fil Ttf Adfua, 

K* ^Tttv avTO eva fxeydko Oeoparo Orjpio /nc vvxta ay/ca^on-a Kai Svo 
^T€pa vov €<tyravav airb Sta icg w^ Karto *s tov ko/atto to vaxra Ivtu Kal 
PyrJK€ airo /iccr* air' to TnyyaSi icai inAa'TVjK€ fx€ to. vv^va. r air rtf yrjs 
€TOifxo yia va X''H'V^* ^V ^f*^ ^^ '''^ jSao'LKoTrovXo ilTre* 

" KaXa p.* rjX.€y€ tj fidiva pjov tj Aaip.ua * ttoAvoI ^a ^9 p.a OoLpOy puJa 
p.ipa cvas riOoio^s iq} avo K€ivov va ff^ojSrjO^^" 

Tores TO paxnXoTTOvXo pi\TqK€ aTravcd tov pk r^ TraXa icat tcoScokc 
T(S8u)KC Kai irpcoTa Ikoi/^c /xc to <T7raO\ Twva to K€<l>dXi k varepa to aXKo 
cJs irov TO \dXaa'€ iripa iripa koX 8ev airopLve povOovvL irov Xect icy 6 
Xoyos. 

O Koap.0^ ovXos ICQ o vTovvias, pLiKpol p.(yaKoi^ 6 vaxras €vas icg 6 
/Sao-iXeas /xc t^ 8u)SeKaSa /xa^v, ^Tav aTravw 's to KaaTpo kol Ompowrav to 
irdXcLipLO, Ky dpxL a<aOK€ to Orjpuo, OLpxfvrja-e vdpxerai to vcpo /xc Porj 
p^dXrf, KOI yc/Liio-av okaiq y aripvais k y ^ovo-KiVais Kal Ta Ka^avta 
vov\av oi ddp&nroi \a^ipi.Ka, 

Tores injp€ to fiaa-iXajrovXo r^ MapovSa *ir to x«pt y^* va Tiyv irdy 
iTiao) 's T^ /nava t's, Kal kcivi; tov ISwkc to SaxTvXtSi t's Kat tov elirc' 

" Elfiai T<i>pa ^kt; frov,*^ 

Ky dpua rjpOav *s ttj KaXv^a Kat tovs clSc 17 ypiyot, Scv iJ^cXc aKopua va 
irurTolrQ irm to Orfpvo (rtoOKey pk vorcpa iriar^il/t. Acct to PtunXoTrovKo^ 

*' TcoKava avTO to dvTpayd$rfp.a px r^ p.irovKOVo'ia irov p.ovSiOK€^, irov 
rqv €L\€S l^vp<op.€vrf p.€ to. SaKpva o**, avro p^ cSwkc avTpcia Kat to viKrjo'a 
TO Orjpio, TiSpa $d p.€ Stoay^ Trf KOprj <rov yin^aiKa Kal Odpxu irdvra yios 
<rov:' . 

"Etcti <f>Lk')jOKav Kai tov ISwkc 17 MapovSa to SaxrvXiSi t's Kal kcivos 
rrjv e8ct)K€ to ^ko tov Kat yevKC 6 dppajScovas. 

Ma 6 ^ao-tXcas k' 17 ScoScKoSa tovs KaKO<l>dvK€ irm Ivas ^evos KaTd<l>€p€ 
K cKavc Iva tIOoio payaXo dvTpaydOr}p.aj irov avrot Too^a )(p6via iroke- 
pLOvaav Kal Sk* /utTropco-av, k rjOeXav va tov KaTa-TrovTio-ovv. By^Kav p.k 
o-atTttts Kal (TiraOidj iroXv d(TK€piy k Ip^ovvrav Kara r^ KaXvfia yta va tov 
irida-ovv, ^Ap.a t' aKovac avro 17 ypi7a Xccf 
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^*Yj(T€i% oi 8vo T<i>pa irpiirti va <l>vyrjT€ yiot va yXvnoare, *Ey<S/uiai 
ypya ywaiKa, va fx at^iyo-re 8u) kol 8c' /li€ ficXec, a? Trc^avw." 

" Kal TTW? ^a <l>vyovfJL€, fjAva /x*," Xcct to )8a<rtXoirovXo, ** va ycvw 
aiyros va irera^o}; aOpiOiros eifiai, *As ipOovv kiq art ^cX' 6 ^€0S as 

7«77- 

ToTCS Xcci 17 yp2/** * ** A vTos 6 drjros vov fii rov a^KC 6 avrpa? /x* koi 
Tov c^pci/ra Too-a xpovia, avros ^a eras fiyaXg o$<i>" 

Tov pwTiyfav Tov aiyro Kal Xcv "Twpa 7rp€W€L k icrv va pua^ PorfOijaij^, 
vov crc $p€\l/afji€ roa-a ■)(p6vua" 

" Avrrj T^v (Spa KaprcpoOcra Kat 701," Acct 6 drfr6%, " 'Ecrct? 01 Svo 
va KaPaXXK€\l/T€ *s tov Aiyp-o p.* ical va 'iraprr€ Bpof^aisy va irdpre rptaKOO-iats 
OKaScs Kpia^y kol rpiaKOO'iais oicaScs vcpo, Kat va </>vyovp.e.'* 

" Kat •jrov ^a to ppovp.€ to Kpcas, Kat ttoO ^a fipovfie tovXov/u fieydko 
•yia va )(($}p€<ry rocro v€po;^^ tov pwTovv. 

" Na o-c^ctfrc r^ jSovfidXa irov Kal K€Lvrj rr] Op&f/aTe rocra ^ovia, va 
T7J ySdpT€ Kal fA€ TO Kpcas T s ^a Opa<l>ovfJL€j K|) air' to TreraC r's va koivtc 
TovXovp.1 Kat va to yc/iitOTC V€po" 

Trjv €(r<l>a(av rrj Pov^aKa koX ffiopTwa'av to Kpeas aTr* T<tfva to fiipo^ 
Kal TO TovXovp.t ctTT* T* aXXo K|y dve</>Kav to ^act AottovXo /uc to KopiTcri 
airdvii) 's tov Xrjfio, Kal aiyd, <nya avot^c tci (jyrepd t 6 ai/ros k^ dpxtvrja'€ 
VOL irerdrf, 

"*Ilpa o-a? KaXiy / " </>(i)va^€ i; ypj/a k* Ittco-c Kat f ci/rv^o-c. 

*0 ai/Tos ave)9atv€, avc^atve ScoScKa xpoi'^ 'Cttt o-tya, o"iya tnaOKav iq 
Opo<f>a'is, " Kpa, Kpa," ^oSvafc 

"Tt^c?;" 

« nctvw." 

Tores KojSct TO )8ao'iXo7rovXo to p-Trovrt V to fcpjSt row ;(€pi Kat to 
pd^€L *s T^ p-vny V* tov drfro, ** Kpa, Kpoi," ^cdvo^et TraXf 

"Tide's;" 

" Ati/rw." 

ToT€s /Select TO o'TOfia T Kovrd 's r^ /nvny Kat tov Stviy vd irt^J to ^rv/xa t*. 
^TO-t pipa fJL€ TTf p,€pa {irycDvav *s tov ''Avoi 'Koo'fio, Md wctXt ^ava- 
7r€tvao'€ d di/ros Kat to jSao'tXcTrouXo Ikoi/tc to p.vovTi *ir to Scf t tov ^^p* 
KOI TOV lBuiK€ vd <l>drj, "Yorcpts iKoiJ/e to fivovTi V to (cpjSt tov ttoSi k' 

VOTCptS dv TO Scf t TOV WoSt Kat TOV TTOTt^C V TO OTOfJUl T (OS TTOV aVC^KaV 

aTrdvu) k' €?Sav ^<3s Kat KaT€<f}Kav *s cva povvo (n/xa *s r^ iroXtrcta tov 
Trarepa t*. 

ToTCS d aT/Tos cTirc* ""Eyw ^a fJLtivm Sco'dTrdvo) *s avTo to fiowo^ koX 
acts va Trarc s ny TroXtTctd k^ av rvp^ov ttotcs c^ctc r^v dvdyKTj fi vd fjL€ 
SoKTfOrJTe, Na avro to <l>T€p6, vd to Kai/rrc Kat yw ^* dir€iKd(ro} dv Tq 

23—2 
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fJLVpitiSia Kol OapO(o 's ttJ OTLfxij" K* l^yoXc €va fUKpo )(pva'o <ltT€p6 V to 

yXc^apO T Kttt TOVS r<i)8(l)K€. 

^Afui l^aorav 's t^ TroXtrcta to fiaa-iXovovko pwrrj$€* "IIov cTvat d 
Bpofios irov Tract 's to TroXaTt;" icai tov tov ISct^ai^. 

ET;(ai' TTcta Tr^pafrQ €iKO(rv€vr€y Tpidvra '^(povija. air rov Ktupo tov rjrav 
^ciryaros ktJ 6 iraripas r k rj fidva r €t)(av yepdayf icg avros €!;(€ Tpai^c^ 
Koi i^aivovKTav ttcio TrotXAi/Kopas ?ro irp<ora, 

"KpxjL -q pAva r rov cISc toi' yvcopwrc *s T17 OTipLij, At (€)(yd€L iroT€? 17 
fiava TO traihi; ocra )(p6via Ky av ir€paurovv vd ro Siy vdki rb yvwptfct, aav 
p.ia TTpo^arCva dpa xoxtq to p.iKp6 t's to yvpevii iro 8(3 iro k€i icat to fipUrKti 

p.€ TTJ p.VpO)SLd, "ETO-t TTOV Xc/LlC K* 1/ /LUlVa T* a/Xa TOV ctSc <n}KfLBK€ V* TO 

OpavCo K€L TTOV KaOowTav pai,v /xc tov jSao'tXca, avot^c ti}v dyKoXid t*9 Kal 
<lHava$€' "*0 ytos /nas, 6 yto's /xas •?rov tov ct^a/xc \ap.€vo ! Ac* tov 
yviiipil^€Viy avrpa p.ov;^' 

^OvTtts t' ttKovo-cv avTct 6 ^ao-tXcac aT]K<o$K€ koI KCtvo9, fta ol oSXvot, i/ 
SwScicaSay ctTrav " HpcTTCt TrpwTa va tov i^rdirf^ p.rfv €?vai icavcva? 
\l/€VTrjs, yiarl fict? ^€povp.€ ttcSs 6 ytos o-ov 6 pxKpoTipos viOavt Bio Kal 
Tocra -xpovLa." 

ToT€S 6 jSao-tXeas ap\ivria'€ vd rov ierdl^rjy koi KCtvds tov ^ffytfyijOKt to 
Kal TO ovXa OTTfos cTxav ytvy, pa Sev -^^cXav va tov TnaTGl/ow. " IIq)? 
ycvcTttt avrd;" Xcct 6 fiao'ikia^, " auTot -ttov fia5 Xcs yia tov KaTO) Koo-zio 
Kat Aafiiat9 ly/i-ct? iroTcs Sc* t' AKOwra/xc." 

ToT€9 ctTTC 17 jSaxrCXura-a' ^^^ Avrpa p.ov Scv l^? Bucrfo, Avro Vai to 
7rac8t /xa9. 'Eyw to {cp<u, ij KapSia /x* /xc to Xect." 

ToT€9 6 PaxriXiaq irpo(Tra^€ roi% ypap.p.aTLKol va Ppovv *9 tol r€ff>r€pia 
rov Kaipo irov ^a^** to jSaa-iXoTrovXo iq) aXvot ypappxtriKol vd ra ypaAJ/ow 
ovka Kara ttcUs tovs Tairc Tcopa. 'Yorcpt? yvpi^ct '? to paaiXovovXo koi 
ro Xccf " At KoXa, va Ta Trto-Tci/rou/xc avra irov /xa? Acs, tto)? icaTC^fccs 

€K€t KaTCt), fta TTWS yVptO-€S ttTTO ic€t; " 

ToTcs TO ^ao'tA.OTTOvXd tovs d<f>rjyi^$K€ ir<3s 6 otiyTos rovs dvijBaae 's tov 
mvd) KoapLO Kal Odpjo^av aKopua ttcio irtpLO'dOT^po Kat Scv i/^eXav va 
inaT€\l/ow' "Avro irpiirei va /xas to SiapLaprvpijaij^" Xc'ct 6 jSaa-iXw. 
"XIov cTvat avTos o drfros; Tt ycvKc to ttovXi;" 

"KvTTa^TC TCI Kpiard p.* irov roKOij/a yta va tov tfpci/rcj, o^av 8c' 

-TTIOTCVTC," XcCt TO jSoO'tXoTTOvXo K* cSct^C TOL X^^^ '''* 'f*'^^ ''"^ WoSia T* KCt 

TTOv^c Koil/ ro Kpcas, /xa iraXi Svo-KoXcvovrav yta va TrioTCi/row. 

ToTCS 77 MapovSa Soki^Ok€ ro ftyr€pb Kal Xccf *' Tt TcoKa/xcs, avTpa /x*, 
TO ^cpo TTOV /xas cScDKc 6 tti/Tos; Toipa 'vat Kaipbs va ro Kaxfrgs Kal 6ap$Yi 
va Sia/xapTvpiyoTy." 

"KaXa Xcs," Xcct TO )8ao-tXd7rovXo, "tovx^ dcrroxij<rrf" Kal fiyd^ dv 
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nq TcrcTny r to <l>T€p6y kt) aifxa to €?8av oi a\voc Odfia^av yiaTL voris tov? 
Scv €LXO'V 8t]J riOoio \pvao icg ^fjLop<l>o ^€p6, Totcs to jSowrtAdTrovXo 
T^jBake Kovra '9 t^ ffxaTia *? to /nayKoXi TrouTav *s t^ /xco** t^ Kafjuapa Kal 
T ayail/€ Koi yifiKre to ttoXcitc tto /u.ia fJLvpwSia (apaia, 

MaO€VTVjK€ 0^(0 *s T^ TToXiTCcci TToJs OapOtf €va rldoio TTOvXl Kal ovAot ot 
oBp&iroi PyrJKav vd to Slovv koX Ktl irov Kaprepovaav rov drjrov ro <Lp^ifji.o 
yXiirovv koi <l>av€p<uv€TaL €va /xcyaXo <rvyv€<l>o kjj dydX. aydXui KaT€<f>K€ 
p.€ jBorj K €KaT<T€ '? Tov ijXiaKO Tov iroXaTiov. 

TdT€5 ctTTc TO ^aa'tkoTTOvko • ** Bao'tXca /x*, v* av€j9ov/jic ovXoi dvdvto *s 
TOV lyAtttKO ICQ 6 drjTO^ OapOy icct." 

Ky dy€ff>Kav ovkoL k tlSav tov drjTo, Ky 6 drjrb^ irpoqKvva'€ tov 
Pao'ikia k-q 6 jSowriXcas tov payrq^^ • '* lies /xas, fipl di/TC, ttws dv€<l>K€^ 
dir TOV KaTO) JLotr/JLo;" icj 6 drfTOS fJLikrfO'e Kal t d<f>rjyqOK€ ovXa, ktJ 
ovTtts €cr(oo"€ TOV Xoyo Kavce "yXov, ykov** koI {cpvaci Twva KOfjifxari. to 
Kpw ' " AvTo Vai " Xcct, " cxTT* TO li,€ppi <Tov X^Ph ""^^ ''"o cKoi/'cs yitt va 
/Li€ Opiijrri^" Koi TiDJ^aXc 9 tov totto tov, k €<fyru<r€ koI t aKokkr^ae, K' 
vo'Tcpts €pyak€ T akko KOfipuTL Kal T aKokkYjcre s to Scft to X^Ph '^* 
WTcpis Tot -n-d8ia. 

ToTcs ovXoi TTio-TCi/rav K|} d jSaxriXia^ dyKakiaat to iraxBC t Kal r^ 
Mapov8a Kat t's IjSaAc k' cKaTO-av KovTa t koI kUf ""Eto-i Xot-Trov t* 
dS€p<f}ija or* TJO€kav vd ae KaTavovTicrovv;" Kal irp6<rTa$€ vd tovs iridcrow 
Kal vd Tovs a<l>d$ovv, fia to ^ao-iXoVovXo Ittco'c *9 Tot ydvaTa koI tov 
<l>Lkrja-€ T^ ttoSlol Kai tov Tr€piKdk€<T€ vd Tovs avfivaOTjarj * ***H^€Xav va 
fX€ Kdvovv KaKo," Xcci, " fJLO. PyrJK€ Vc KaXd, ytaTt &v 8c* /x* tppixyov *s to 
Trrfydhi 8c* ^ayXcTra Kal Kctvo tov Koafxo Kal 8c* OaKoya Toaa a'r}fJL€ia k-q 
dvTpayaOriiJuaTa Kal 8c* ^a 8ofafov/«,ovv." Kal p.€ to, troXkd tov KaTac^cpc 
TOV PafTikia vd tovs (rvfJiTraOyjayi Kal <f>Lk'qOKav ovkoi k* Hl^rjaav KoXa koI 
/xcts KatAXiTcpa. 

*EKCt *9 T^ Kpiairj Tj/JLOVva k* cyw kj) ctTro Kct Ta Tr^pa Kal o"as t* 
d<l>riyqOKa diroif/^. 



APPENDIX III. 

*UTpOCd(t>ION *n(t>^AlMON. 

a'. "OiroLo^ $i\€L va &Ypvwvrj(rrf koi va firjv Blv vxHrrd^' ttovXIv 
elvai TO 6vo/jM^6fjL€yov wvpy^rrf^, rovrov tovs 6^^aX/xov9 koX rov Kafiovpov 
ra ofifjuira kol ri}^ . . . 6/A0ia>9 cts axnrpov Traviv IvrvkiioVy koX va 

ra Seay^ €i9 rov 6c^tdv rov fipa^Covay xal ov wcrra^^i, 

$\ IIcpl rov Bim^aL Kafiiraq* lirapov Kafima^ y Lvo rov k^ov^ 
hrapov kol airvpiov [?] koI Kairvixrov rov lajirov^ ^ to n€pLl36\Lov, kol 
^cvyoiKTi. 

1)8'. Ets irovov oSovruiv^ Kdfi€ rovro ro arffidBLv, koi crnjo-cu to 
fia)(aipiv ci9 TO KaKOvSi ro ifitrpo^ kclL Xcyc to Ilarcp i^f/Luiv koi iK€ivoi 
oirov TTOvci va Xeytf r\o Kuptc]' iXeqaov kcu vararov l^v[y€i' (?)] diro ro 
oP'^ KavKovSi [^] as jSoXi; €19 ro SevTCpov, ofJLoita^ xai ci9 ro rpCroVy Kal 
\dpiv $€0v iaOrjo'eraL. 

Ets Sia va Xvfrjf^* SivBpa S€fX€vov ^ ywatxa, ypa<^c : — 

i(^'. Ets pt-yov [sic] irvpCTov ypoAJfOv €t9 firjXov rj cts aTrtSii/* ^Aytc 
ayycXc €icA.€T€ [sic] tov Kvpiov i/fKov Iv Xv ottou cttrat Kara ndvov rov 
piyov [sic] Koi rov Trvpcrou Stov, [?]* rpLraCov, rcTapratov, icat Ka$7jfjL€pivov, 
hiAppri^ov ro[v] piyoTrvperov [sic\ diro rov hovXov rov Bv o*' [= Sciva], cts 
TO ovo/ia rov nps^ icat rov Yiov koi rov 'Ayiov np€vft[aTos]. 

irj'. Ets ptyov [sic] Ka$r]p.€pLvov koi Tptratbv icoTravto-ov {o>;^ov 
\\ii}p6v OfJLOv /xcTa dyvdxrpjaro^ t(3v dyUav 0€o^av€ta>v, xat arpwrov 
KaA.a>s Kat Trort^^ov icat ypdij/ov rj a'»' VH'^pq. orav di/arcXXci d i/Xtos 
cts Toi^ Scftdv TOV mfiov^* Xs^ irixOrf, kol cis r^ Scvrcpiyv [«tc] iffiepav 
#cat ypdij/t cts p.rj\ov ro Tpicdyiov kol ro l,rmfi€v KaXcus, icat as ro <l>dyrj'' 

VrfCTLKO^, 

Ky\ Ata va Xvcri/s avSpav [^c] 3c/acvov, tjrapov pxt.\€LLpiv^ oirov €KafjL€ 

^ K&irov. * 68(ivrwv. * a hole in the MS. 

* Btf 8td va \UrXt, * Perhaps for Sevrepalov, • viAtov. 

7 0a7€iv. ® fjLO'X^P"'* 
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xfiOViKOv ^" ical irav wrdyrf va KOL/xTjOy 6 ScSc/xci'os A^ Po.vri to fjLaxalpiv eU 
Ttt aK€krj ToVj KOL Tore i? KOLfirfOy* koL orav €$vjnnj(rQ as €iw^ rovra to. 
Xoyia* cos avTovTO [sic] to fia^^aipiv iSwijOrf va Kafiy c^ovncoi^*, rjyow va 
CKOTmari' avov [= av^pwTrov], ovnas va Svvrf&ff koi to iSiKov fiov a^fia va 
iricin \_9ic\ fJLera rrjs ywaixos fxov, rov o)*"' [= Sciva], Kal irapavra wcvtcl 
fX€ rrjv yuvatKa Tor. 

k8'. ^OTttv apvrjOy Tivas rrfv yuvaiKa tov rrfv cvXoyrjTLicrfv koi wrdyy 
€ts iropvtfv * tirapov Koirpov rrjs ywaiKOS oiov rfjs wopvrjs koX Kawurov ra 
povxa TOV avSpos Kpvifxi* kcu cv^ccds Bikti ttjv fiuniirri' ofiotws koi ccs to 
€^ di/aoTpd<^(i>v'. 

K€. Ei9 SaifiovuiprfVy rrjs ^^cXaviSos toO ml/apiov ro crropua as <fiop€i 
6 SaifJLovidprjs* kol as ra Kairvi^traL xai OiXow <f>vyri air avrov ra 
SaifiovuL, 

icf....8aK^* TLvas airb [illegible] o^i^iW ^ Kal aXXcov SrjpLmv koi va. 
/JLT) ^€v TOV iyyi(rovv aKOfirj koi oi (TkvXoi^ va <f>-6yovv dv* avrov Kowdvi^ 
(TOV TO XairaOov Kal to Kil3\d/i€vov Kal diroa'<f>ovyyH€iv to Kokkd [»icj* ical 
aA.€u/rov TOV l^iofiov^ oXtav Kal OiXcis Savfidaeu 

Krf. Aia va KVvrjyTJ<rrj Ttvas® oif/dpLa Kal va IfiTVXJf, as ^fiopu 6 ^opas 
CTravcD TOV tovs if/vWovs rqs BoXd<T(rqs htfiivovs cts Sep/ian [sic] SeX^ivov 
[sic]y Koi €irLTV)(aiv€i^ TravroTC. 

Kff. Ata VOL elprjvtvcrrj Tivas tovs €)(Opovs tov ypdij/ov tov ^aX/xov* 
rvwo-Tos^" €v Ty 'lovSata, Xvwai to pik V€p6v^^ Kal Bos rov i^Bpov ktov va 
triy Kal ^eA.ci cipiyvcwTy, 

Xa'. Aia va p.rjv KovpafcovTai avrivoi [sic\ oirov ir^piiraTOvv vcvpa 
aTTO Ttt (TkIKti tov y€pavov as ff^opoxxri tis to J^owdpiv tovs, 

\p^, Et9 €$€aK€7raa'p.€vov [sic] Kal xfiofiia'ixivov hrapov y $rfpa 
Kaarava Kal t^6)^ov [=fc3xov] kol y TroTijpia icpao-tv TraXatov ical 09 
TO irtvy Ta)(u Kal apya, ical ypd<fi€ kox to 'Ev apxi5 ^^ ^ Xoyo9, /x€ tov 
Iv Tr)v fioijOeLaVy Kal 09 to )8ao"Ta€t. 

X8'. Et9 piywv [sic] koi/^c KopLfrnTia ij/iofuov y ical ypdif/ov^' to a®»^, 
dydirrf 6 II^'p, €19 to j8, 17 fo)^ d Ytd9, €t9 to y' 17 7rapaKXi;o'i9 to Hvd to 
ayiov, dfirjv. Kal OTav dp^lfy^^ 6 piyos Kal o 7rvp€T6s, a9 Trot^ o ac^cvi- 
/XCV09 [«tc] /A€Tavoiai9 ^ €19 TO ovofia tov dyiov lai®^ tov npoSpd/Lu>v, ical 
a9 ^yxi "TO ff KOfxpArL ical ^cXci iravfrg 6 rrvpcTOs' Kal cav 8^v^* Travcriy C19 
TO TTpdn-ov, KO/A€ TO €t9 TO ScvTcpov 17 aXi;^€ta** TraVTOTC. 

^ (jxaviKhv, ' ffKuyrlffCL. * dvaffTp6<f>ov, 

* d€fi(apidpishere, ^ ...adiaKrj, ' a'l:/^o(. 

' l^ovfjuav, ® icii'i;7ia'6t Tivaa, • cirtrix^i'ei. 

10 -yi^fcHTTWj. ^^ €^Xi(tf0'^ TW fi€vep6v, ^* 7pd^e. 
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ft'. IIcpl /jLVTTjv^ OTTOv Tpcx^i, Xcyc' CIS TO fiipo^ cKctvo* onov rpc^ci, 
i(pv<^ia>s €19 TO avTt * /io^, Tra^, ptV^, icat ^cXct Travayf. 

fm. A to. va fL^ /A€^ o avos* j^aXc TrcKTovtKa [?] ovyytas j3, SiSov 
Tov TOca [8i4:^ raxu va Trivrj koL ov fi€$€L, 

fxa^, Aia va wonjaji ij ywaifca yaka' hrapov dycXaSas* 6vv\(lv^ kojl 
Kavo'ov TO* icaXa, 80s ttJs ywatKos va to ffxiyrj, ^ va to ^t];'^. 

fxp^, Aia va /x^v KJioPao'cu wXerrrrfv koX pofiirapui [sic]' hrapov to 
\6prov TO XcydfLCvov a^rj^oravoVy cts to ovofjua rov Hpi Kal tov Ytov icai 
tov dytov IIFs, Kal fiacrra ro birov OeKeis va TrcpiTraT^s, #cal /xc t^v 
l3oij$€iav rov 6v Scv ffiofiaa'aL^. 

fiy'. Aid vd o-TiyoTys o^tv ipx6fi€vov irpo^ <T€' orav rov tS^ oti 
ip\€raL TTpds o-€ Xeyc Tavra* 

*Av€OrjK€v Moiiio^s* cirl o-TiyXiys dicwv [wc] fftBoponrotmv kvnjpiov icai 
^Xov TVTTOV crravpov tov wpos t^s crvp6fi€vov 6<t>LV irpoai^ea-e cyKapcriov, 
€V tovto) ^pta^/Scvo'as to Tnjp.a, 8to Xw ^o'cuficv t« ^w i^/luov oti ScSo- 
fooTat. 

/jtf'. Aid vd iyyaa-rpdiOy 17 yvvatKa* rpayov )(oX.rjv hrapov Koi As 
dX€iilrg 6 dvSpas to o'a>/Aa tov t^v (Spav ottov Tvxatvct vd wcot; fik rifv 
ywatxa tov. 

ft^. Ets <f>oP€pixTpj6v ypd<l>€ €ts ayyiKTov X^f""^ dyvvT/TOV [?]• *EXa>t 
6 0s • Kal T^v [«tc] xapaKTtjpa ravrrjv Koi fidcrra a^ o-^- 

V, Ets alfioppomkrav ypa<fi€ €ts Pifipivov x^-P''^ 'f**^ Sco-ov cts t^v 
KoiXidv Tiys ftCTd d Kktaarrj^ koX Xcyc Kal to Hip i^/ukuv Kal t^v cvx^v 
Tavnjv • 

*0 ©s' TOV *AI3padfi, 6 ©? TOV 'lo'aoK, o ©? tov *Iaic<ii)3, o ©? o 

CTTlJo-aS TOV TTOTtt^OV MopOoLfl €V T^ f l]ll€p<l.f O-TrjcOV Kal TTJV pOTJV^'^ TOV 

atfiaro^ rrjq SovA-iys 8v' [=8€tva], ical ij o-^payls tov Kv' i7p,aiv Iv Xv. 
Stco/xcv koXcjs, <TTiafi€V fJLtra ^l^ofiov Ov, afiijv. Oi 8c EvayycA.io'Tal 
MaT^atos, Mapicos, AovKas Kal *l(advvrj^ lavavTrvtoa-L [?] appioarov ypd<f>€ 
CIS <^vXXov Sd<t>vTp ila')(&v<f>$: 

vc', [Aid v]d Xixnys dv8pa 8ep,evov hrapov KapvBia irafJi-rraKLOv Kal 
Sco'ov avrd ko^lttovs tp Kal Xeye d?rava> ot'^v Ke<^aXi7V tov* eis to ovofJM 
rov trpi Kal rov viov Kal rov ayCov irviy Kal Xcyc TavTa Td Xoy la • diroXv^iy- 
Toxrav" Td fiiXrj rov o)' [= 8€7va] cus dwcXv^ Aa^apos diro tov rd<f>ov, 

vf. Ets pLyov Kal TTvpCTOv ypa^c cts KOVTrav SL<l>opi<Tfibv \T\ ravra ra 
ovo/jLara: X? iyewrjOrj, X? iaravpwOrjy X? dvco-Ti/, tov Kv );p,ci>v Iv Xv 

' T^. 8 po^aaai. * /Awiyfl-cij. 
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yevvrfOivTO^ cv Bi^^Xcc/x Ttjs 'lovSatas, Trarcrov, SaCfxova KC<^aX€, aTro tok 
SovXov Tov ®v By [= Sctva] , eU ro ovofia rov Upt' kol rov Ylov kol tov 
ayiov nps, vvv kol act kol cts tou9 ai[(i>va9]. 

v^. Ets Xvo-tv ctvov ypa^e ravra €ts ij/iafuv koX 809 tov va to <^ayi7 • 
ttfcoiyA, €i^/3rj\, afiiriXovpd^, Tr€pifxaptdSf Ka/xcvavroiv, cktiA-cv, €KwctA.€V, 
^/9io'/ca3€3€09, ScScouca, to oT<^ao-aToSio9 i;vp€^ t^v Xvo"tv ravnqv, 

ifi'. Et9 TTOvov o'Ti7^ov9' Xcyc ravTrjv r^v €V)(ijv ayL€ Koo'/xa /cat 
Aa/Aiav€, KOpe icai W, NiKoXac xat 'AkivSwc ottov tci 8p€wava* Pao-r^re 

Koi TOV TTOVOV KOTTTCTC, KOlj/aTi KOL TOV TTOVOV TOV SovXoV TOV Bv 8 

[= Sctva]. 

fy'. "Otqv €;j(2; o avo9 Sat/xova, ^ to yXv-..^] tou, rj <^avTa(r/Aa, 
ypd<fi€ €19 dyvvrjTO [1] X^^P''"^ VH'^P^' ^' oXtywo-tv tov ff^eyyapiov kol a9 
fiacTa, Xeye kol €t9 to Se^idv tov avrtv** *Ev ovofiaTi tov Hpi kol tov 
Ylov KOL tov 'AyCov IIP9. Tovro to <^vXaKTiJptov iSoOvf toI MwiJo^ ^'^ 
AtyuTTTO) VTTO TOV * Ap)(ayy€\ov Mt^a^yA., vorcpov Sc i^Orj tw Paa-iX^i^ 
SoXo/xcovTi 07r(i)9 irardirj irdv aKaOapTov 7rv€V/Aa, ^ aor^€V€«i9*, ^ ff^ofiia'p.ov, 
rj <^pt/ctaor/Aov, ^ ptyoTrvpcTov', ^ TpnaCov, rj d<f>rj/i€pLV0Vy rj tov arvvavTTJ" 
/xaT09, V €7rt)8ovA.^9, ^ KttTax^ovtov®, 17 irXaytov, ^ /xc fiayeia^ ireiroir)p.€vov^ 
rj K(t}<li6vf rj ttTTttf, ^ XaXovVy ^ aXaXov, ^ cwtXiyTTTiKOV, ^ wpoo"K€i/i.[€v]ov*, 
rj aj(f>opp.ov, rj irpwrrj^ koi SevTipas (rvvavn^a-eo}^^ rj tov diravTi^tiaTos, ^ tov 
diravTTjfxaTO^. *0 ©? ccttiv fiorjOos ^^ tov Sovkov a-ov By [= Sctva] 8ta 
AiavaijX, *E)Sappa9, 3ia<^vXa^ov cv TravTt xaipcS, ijp-^pO' kol wktV^ kol ^p(}^ 
8ia<^vXafov avTov d ^9^ diro travTos KaKov kol iravTO^ ictvSvvov. 'E)8ao-^- 
Xcvo'c o ^9 €19 T0V9 ai(i)va9, dprjv, Sto)/a€v KaX(i>9, CTmfxev p.€Ta, 
<l>6/3ov 6'v. 

pS'\ Hepl avSpa [sic] owov tov ^cvyci ij ywaika, ypdij/ov to ovojia tov 
dvBpo% Kol T^9 ywatK09 €t9 xapTiv otyc — desunt cetera. 

1 apprjae. ^ ffridLov. ^ dipwava, 

* dTTTi^v. ^ vaffiXei. ** offOcvh. 

^ piyoirijpeTOP . ® KaraxOuvluv, *•' irpdffKCfiov. 

^^ vorjdot, ^^ v{fKTav. 
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APPENDIX IV. 

[From another MS. probably by the same hand.] 

ronrf. Et? iJn.<TOKi<f>aXov k<u Kc^aXoX-ytav : — 

Tpd<l>€ cts ay ivTOV [?] \aprrL' 6 6\ rov *AfipadfjL^, 6 6s rov 'IcroaK, 
o $s Tov *IaK(i>)3, Xvcov' TO Sai/JLOVLOV rov yLUTOK^ffxjiXov airo rrjv K€<fujLX,rp^ 

TOV SovAoV (TOV, OpKL^Ui (TC TO aKoiOapTOV TTVa TO KaO€^6fJL€VOV irdvT<yr€ €19 

rr]v K€<fia\rjv rov dvov, hrapov to <rov wovrjjJLa koL fiL(reva'€ airb rrjs 
K€<l>aXrjs' diro fno-OKCf^aAov [wc], /uttXtyicovs' icat (r<t>ovBv\ov* diro rov 
BovKov TOV Ov By ^ Ji'K X, ^ Jl Jl r ffi ^ Ov dfi : — [orw/xcv KaXa>9, arSficv 
fLcra ffiO^QV $€0V ^Afirjv], 

ToO\ Et9 ?rai8i oTTOv €j(€t KaKov vovv CIS f/Ld$Tj(riv rtiv icpcov ypafx- 
fidruiv: 

TpdiJ/ov TTfv a 13 €ts Slo'kov ottov kotttovv to dvriBiDpovy koL Sos to va 
kiLTovpyrjOy Sa^)3aT(i>Ki;ptaKa y kol (oaav T€k€L(aO(oa-tv to. y Sa)3)3ara>- 
Kv[ptaKa] XvoKTC TO* fil Kpaa\ irakaiov aSoAov" kol TroTtfc to ?rai8i kou diro- 
X[vo'€t] o vovs TOV Kttt oTav TTOTtlfct TO ?rat3t as Xeyct o 3i3ao'KaA.09 t^v 
€v^(riv TavTrjv: — 

Kc o ^s ijpMv 6 vLKTJa-as kol ffKOTia-as tois KapBtas twv [illegible], 
•frpt<TpvT€poi McXx^o-cScK, Naj3a)t, ^ItaxfifJi'rf [there follows a long list of 
Hebrew names], avrot PorjOrjo-aTe^ ttclvtcs Kat dvoL^aTi tov vovv koi rrjv 
KapBCav TOV BovXov tov Ov 8v' €t9 ttjv fxaOrja-iv t<3v lepwv ypafifidT<av, 

[Two more prayers in almost the same terms follow.] 

*As Xcyct KoL rov ij/aXfiov 'Evkoyqa-o)^ tov kv iv TravTt Kaip<^, koi as 
KpaTy TO ttolSI dwo TO K€<l>dXLv 6 SiScio'KaA.os Kai as Aeyct : 

[Here follows another long prayer.] 

ttt'. [illegible] va /cai/oys ttjv (nrkrjvav: — 

Na ypdif/rj^ Tpia ^apTta, va Ta Kail/ys dirdvov cts Tot pov)(a tov pLtaa 

^ aifpadfi. 2 X/(rc. * g.€. /aiJvityos. 

^ fiorjdiflffaraL ^ eCfXoytffU). 
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€is €va ^(ovXiapiv CKct ottov tov 7rov€t "q airXrjva tq vo'TipLvf rov <^€yyapiov 
c rffi€p<jL* Koi cTvai avra ra (rrjfidSui oirov ^cXcis vot ypoJ^Xi^ c^s ra rpiia 
Xapria ravra : — 








M 


^ "^ 


M 


^ "^ 


M 


X ^Y 



^Orav tS^5 dwov ap)^L^€L va 7r€<^)T7;^ ;(aXa^tv t^? «Sp[as] va Ixi?^ 
fiavpOfidviKOv fia^alpiv^ rj ^vXiva y KOKakivLa ra fiavqKUL, vd to irdfyQ^* 
€ts TO x^P^^ ^^^ '^^ Scftdv, vot (TTafJLaTq(rr]S to. v€<l>rj KaOw^ cTvat, yjyovv vd 
Ta (TTpwarjs^ €ts tov oupavdv, ottov piKTOvv [sic] t^v Ppoxrjv kol to 
Xakd^iv^ va eiTrgs €T^rj : 'Ev dpxfj ^v o Adyos, xat d Xdyo? ^v Trpos tov ^v, 
Kttt 0^ ^v 6 Xdyo9, KOL KaOws to elirfj^ irapevOv^ va KapKJxScrrjs to /Jiaxa2pLv 
€ts TCt^Xav* y €15 TTjv yfjvy Ka\ T17S (iSpa? o-T€K€Tat' TO x^^ft''- Et Sc® av 
€l<rai €t9 Kapd/Siv Kal ov^t €ts aXXov tottov: — 

[The scribe here changes the subject abruptly.] 



Translation, 
For megrim and headache : 

Write on a piece of paper: God of Abraham, God of Isaac, 
God of Jacob, loose the demon of the megrim* from the head of 

^ arafiarlffeis. * Tr&^rj. ^ fiax^ptv- 

* irdpis. ** ffTpoaeis. • ravKa. 

' ffTiK€T€, « / «^. 

^ Tb fuffOK4<pa\ov (or 6 fiiffOK^fpaKos)^ half-heckdy is a literal rendering of the 
ancient ijfiiKpavlat a neuralgic pain on one side of the head or facet whence our 
own word megrim (through the French migraine = hemicraine). This pain is 
by the modern folk-physician, consistently enough, attributed to a special 
demon, with whom I personally am not acquainted; but Mr W. H. D. Rouse, 
more fortunate, in his interesting paper on 'Folk-lore from the Southern 
Sporades' (Folk-Lore, June 1899, pp. 171 — 172) was able to quote a charm 
from a ms. similar to mine, in which this * half -head ' demon is described as 
** a youth standing beyond Jordan and crying with a loud voice that he wants 
man's flesh to eat." 
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Thy servant. I charge thee, unclean spirit, which ever sittest in 
the head of man, take thy pain and depart from the head : from 
half-head, membrane, and vertebra, from the servant of Grod 
So-and-So. Stand we fairly, stand we with fear of God. Amen. 

For a child which has a mind unable to learn the sacred 
letters : 

Write the A. B.C. on a platter used for holy bread and give it to 
be blessed in the liturgy on three Saturdays and Sundays, and when 
the three Saturdays and Sundays are complete, dissolve it [?] in 
unadulterated old wine and give the child to drink, and his brain 
will be set free. And while the child is drinking let the school- 
master say the prayer: 

Lord our God, who hast overcome and enlightened the hearts of 
[illegible], presbyters Melchisedeck, Naboi, Jochami, etc. help ye all, 
and open the mind and the heart of the servant of God So-and-So, 
that he may learn the sacred letters. 



Let him also recite the psalm: "I will bless the Lord in all 
time," and let the schoolmaster hold the child by the head and 
say: 



For affections of the spleen : 

Write on three pieces of paper and burn them in a spoon over 
his clothes, in the part where the spleen ails, on the fifth day of the 
moon ; and these are the signs which thou shalt write on these three 
pieces of paper : 

To stay a hail-storm : 

When thou seest that hail begins to fall, at that same time take 
a black-handled knife, the handle being either wood or bone, hold it 
in thy right hand, in order to stay the clouds as they are, namely to 
scatter them over the sky, which pour the rain and the hail, and say 
thus: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God," and as soon as thou hast said this, 
forthwith plant the knife into a table or into the earth, and at once 
the hail- storm ceases. But if thou happenest to be on board ship, 
and not in any other place, 



APPENDIX V. 

Extracts from a Phylactery dated 1774, in the possession of 
M. Demetrius Lascaris of Melenik, Macedonia. Copied Sept. 17, 
1900^ 



riavcuXoyiy/Acny Havayta AiciroLva ©eoroKe, /So^Orfcov tov 8. t. 0, 
: A : [i.e. SovAov rov Otov AovKav] 

4((oirvp€Tov ptyos, Kparaiov^ I^P^X'i^f K-vprfKa^ XipL-qriKOV^j vwrov fiXa/SepSSi 
v6(rov ;(aX€7r^9, voo-wSvvrys, Tr€p,imKr}^ koI irc/ATrTTy/utcny?, Ao^a tw narpl 
icai rep Yl(p xal r<o Ayi(o IlvcvfLari. 

KoX Toivs prfTopas rtav Saifwviov S€fjL€vov% kol ;(aA.iva>/xcvov9, ovrois coroxrav 
o[ €)(Opot TOV Sovkov TOi) ^€o9 : AovKa : At yXiiMra'ai avroiv, rot X^^^V 
avTwv KOL r\ KapSia avrwv, rot v€vpa avrtav koi ol dpfiol avrwv kol to. 
o/xfiara €<us tcXos avrov. Kat a^ rts inrdyg €ts tov 8. t. ^. : A : Sccrc tov9 
7ro8a9 TOV9 TOV p.r) rp€$€iv, Siaov rots \€Lpd^ tov9 to fi^ Sunfo-ovrat iriao'ai 
Tov<f>€Ki 7j awaOl i5 KovTopL VOL pL^ovv dwdvii} £ts TOV 8. T. ^. : A ; To 
fwX.v/3L oirov va pi^ow iirdvui €ts tov 8. t. ^. A. ftc fioTdvi vot ytviy 
PafifiaKL Koi 6 'Ap^ayycXo? Mi;(a^A va to irapap.€pLOiri €(U9 Tpcis opyvia^ 
dwb Kovra tov 8. t. ^. A. Kat 6 8. t. ^. A. va ^^[X]!^-*^!^/ vyct^s xat oi 
t\Bpo\ TOV 8. T. ^. A. {: ^ovKa :} va cTvat 8cfi€voi. ws Si&rjKav tcl orofiaTa 
t(3v Xcdi/Twv €ls Tovs fmpTvpa^ tovs dytov? ovrcus va 8€doi)v Kat to. orofiaTa 
avrwv KaTot tov S, t. 0, : A : ij <^a)Tta tov Tov<^cKtov toiv va ytviy aWipa^ 
Kcu TO a"ira$i Tinv fiafifidKL ^wrov, Kvptc, tov 8. t. ^. : A : xat Buo^ov 

^ The text is given with all its eccentricities of spelling, style, and grammar 
faithfully preserved. 
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rcnt^ 'AvaroXucovs koI Bopctvov^ #cai Aurucov9 Ktu Norucovs Sot/iova? va 
d?r€;(<iK7'i dTTO rov B, r. 6. : A : #cai cv ovofjuiri rov fityaXov Seov "SaPauaO 
opKiifn ra9 efiSofJLrjKovTa 8vo aaOeyeuu^ u? fx^^ o avOpiOTro^' *Ava)(iopi]ahLT€ 
Slito tov SovXo r. ^. : SovKa : #cai ^ aTro ovpavois Kar^\d€v cur^cvcia #cal 17 
aTTO aorpov, ^ d^o i;Aiov ^ dTro crcXi^vi/s ^ clito ioff^ov ^ diro Kpvov dipos ^ 
diro I'cpo ^ diro SmrrpaTrrj^ KarrjXBtv rj dno acurfiov fj airo ktvttov KaTrjXOtVy 
fj diro <f>6vov y dwo Kafiirov y ^rcSiov 17 airo worafiov 17 dypov ^ 7r€piP6Xov 
^ cv Ki7ir<u ^ cv irapoBeia-iD 17 cv 8io8<t» 17 rpto8a» ^ cv curoSo) ^ cv ^^d8<p 
XovTpov, <l>ovpvov, TpO)(a\ov^ ^ cv ^vp^ ^ ^pi8^ ctvwycov, Karoryciov, 
dXcoviov. ........... 

^ aTTO ffidpfuiKOi ^ <l>06vov ^ ^i/Xov icat aTro )3apca>v au7Xp(3v 6<f>6aXfjLiav ^ 
aTTO PacTKoavvrj^ ^ aWrfs crv/A^opas iirypfjianp ^ dy€piKOv rf vcpatSov ^ 
Twv cv ^o<^a» acpOTTCToiftcvwv icat lyX^arc aSifC70'at tov 8. r. ^. : A : Kvptc 
^vXarrc ........... 

V€<^po7rovov, ^cipoTTovov, 8v<rovpta9 . . . . . . 

i^opKi^u} vfms OTi co'rc aSiKov ct9 rov 8. r. ^. : A : 



1 Aground marked oat for the erection of a church,' according to my 
informant. 



APPENDIX VI. 

Qttaedam Anglice nan reddenda. 
1. 

To fiaKpv fiov '9 TO a-KioTO o'ov. (xXciSapta, a lock.) 

2. 
'Ava/xco'a Vc Svo Povva 
BovpPovXaKas KaTpatcvX^ (wopSnjy crepitvs verUris,) 

3. 

To fiaKpv KOLv SovXcta. (iriOapi, a wine-jar.) 

4. 
'Avoty' d /uiaXXiapo9 
MTratV* o* yicdXtap09. (ro-ovpairt, a sock.) 

5. 

XiAtai9, ftvXiat9 KvparaovSaL^ fjLLa V* t^v aAAi; KaTovpiovvrav, 

Or 

XiXiai9, /AvA.i(U9 ia;paTO'Oi)8at9 avao-iccXa Karpovv. 

(<rTp€xtar9, the eaves.) 

6. 
K-OKKLvrj KoX fiaXXiaprf 
Via Tov Kwko O'OV KttXiy. (yidfiTrokrf, a woollen blanket.) 

7. 

KdKKiV09 rtai/iTO'apo9 TO'aicvovSi *9 tov kcuXo tov. 

(Kpdvoj the cornelian-cherry.) 
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8. 

MTraiVcD, PyaCvm *s rov ovra kox KOVToyovartfcu, 
Byo^o) rov Kafiwa ^ovpva Kai cc KotXa^aTi^o). 

{a'€vrovKLf a trunk.) 

9. 

(iraraafipa rov tfiovpvov, the rag with which the oven is swept.) 

10. 

Suirap, Trarap, (re rrj )3oi(a), 

K|} diroKovp^/JLivrj fiyaiv€i. (Tn/rra, a pie.) 

11. 

'2 TO fiovvo y€VVijOKa, *s to fiovvb rpdviij/a^ 

Tiopa avaa-TrjOKa va yXcVo) tov avrpa kol ts^ ywaiKas. 

(Kar<iH^A.t, the door-sill.) 



ADDENDA. 

Page 13. 

Gol. Leake gives a pretty variant of the weather-lore on the Epiphany, from 

Acamania : 

XapA <rra XpiarSyepa ffreyvd, 

Td fiirdpia yiofufffidya. 
** Joy to a dry Christmas, a snowy Epiphany, and a rainy Easter, then the 
barns will be filled." 

He also quotes the Sicilian saying : Gennaro sicca borghese ricco, 

TraveU in Northern Greece, Vol. in. p. 616. 

Page 123. 

Concerning the plant popularly called * The Holy Virgin's Hand,' Searlatos 
D. Byzantios says: X^pt ttjs Uavaylai dpofJLd^ovy i yuyaiKcs cI86s ri <f>vroO, rb 
6TOiov iKdirovffiy els rAj yippa^y (Te^bticvai, Kai fxk airrb jiorrl^ow rb otmifia ri2» 
\€xii>v(av. He identifies it with the peony, Ke^mbp riji KaS* iffxas *'EKKriPucrfs 
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Agathangelus, prophecies of, 116-7 

Alexander the Great, in incantations, 
261; in folk tradition, 279-81; 
legendary history of, 281-9 

ants, omen from, 19 

AprU, 43-6 

Armenos, 124 

arrack, omen from spilling, 102 

arrow-shooting, 27-8 

ass, the, in ancient and modern Mace- 
donia, 299-300 

augury, 104-111 

Ayeriko, 224-5, 240-2 

Baboyeri, 88 

basil, its uses, 93 ; songs about the, 94 
bat, superstition about the, 110 
beardless men, superstitious dread of, 

105 
beasts, benediction of, 223-4 
bells, on New Year's Day, 80 
betrothal, 150-4; songs, 152-3 
Bible, the, in folk-medicine, 227 
"binding" of married people, 171, 

232, 234 
birds, legends about, 290-4 
birth, 123-146 
bite, cure for, 230, 233 
bleeding, cure for, 230, 233 
bones, divination by, 96-7 
bonfires, 27-8, 57, 60 
"Borrowing Days," the, 23-4 
boughs. New Tear's, 81 
bread, superstitions about, 98 ; sacred- 

ness of, 103-4 
"Breeder," popular name for January, 

13 
"Bright," popular name for Easter, 35 
brothers, adopted, 186 
bugs, 18, 36 

candles, Easter, 36 
Carnival, 26 
carols, New Tear's, 82 
cat, omens from, 110-1; leaping over 
corpse, 219-20 



caterpillars, recipe for driving away, 231 
cattle, weather-lore about, 111; cure 

of ailing, 224 
caul, mysterious veneration of the, 139 
charms, 19, 23, 124, 228, 238-40, 

258-366 
Charos, 102, 128; penny of, 193; 

popular conception of, 206-7 
Cheese-Sunday, 26-7, 29 
child-birth, superstitions connected 

with, 124-6, 137-9 
choking, omen from, 111-2 
christening, 134-7 
Christmas, 76-7 
Cleaning Week, 30 
cock, weather-lore about the, 107 
cock's spur, safeguard against the Evil 

Eye, 142 
coffee, divination by, 96 
cornel buds, divination by, 78-9 
cripples, superstition about, 106 
Cronia, 27 
Cross, Feast of the, 60; "Month of 

the," 64 ; Diving for the, 87-8 
cross-bows, 27-8 

crowns, child bom with two, 105 
cuckoo, 16-7 
curse, dread of parent's, 136, 196, 211, 

226 ; Bishop's, 211 foil. 

daisy, divination by plucking a, 46 

Days, unlucky, 189-91 

dead, feasts of the, 207-10 

December, 67-8 

dervishes, as vampire-killers, 221 ; as 
expellers or propitiators of evil 
spirits, 224-6 

dirges, 194-6, 201-2, 205-6 

divination, 96-117 

dog, omen from a howling, 107 ; as a 
guardian spirit, 222 ; as a wood- 
spirit, 262 

Drakos, wells haunted by the, 18, 
260-1; legends about the, 261-3, 
264 ; mythological interpretation of 
the, 265 
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dreams, 79, 209; interpretation of, 

226 
drinking rhymes, 342-3 
drought, ceremonies in time of, 118-20 
drunkenness, recipe against, 233 
Drymiais, 21, 63-4 
Dudule-song, 119 

Eagle, "The Prince and the," 268-77, 
351-7 

ears, premonitions derived from burn- 
ing and ringing, 111 

Easter, weather-lore, 13 ; rhymes, 26 ; 
customs, 25-42 ; iSunday, 35 ; Tues- 
day, 38 ; song, 38 

Elijah, the Prophet, 240 

Epiphany, weather-love, 13, 368 ; 
Feast, 86-8 

Evil Eye, 123-4, 139-46 

exhumation, 210-214 

eyes, premonitions from twitching, 112 

Fates, 126-8; **The Youth and the," 
128 

fatigue, recipe against, 233 

February, 14 

Fetch, 222 

fever, cause of, 224; cures for, 225, 
228, 232-4 

fire, divination by, 98 ; ordeal, 298-9 

first-foot, 84-5 

first-fruit, 122 

fishing, recipe for success in, 233 

"Flayer," popular name for March, 21 

flea, 18, 27 

flowers, divination by, 46 

Fortune, 128-9 

forty days, 14-5; paces, 229 

Forty-day fast, 26 

Friday, 21, 63, 190-1 

fright, recipes against, 225, 233-4 

funeral rites, 192-222; procession, 197; 
service, 200; feast, 203-4; mourn- 
ing, 204-6 

gad-fly, omen from, 110 

games, Easter, 38 ; St Thomas's, 40 

••Gaping," game of, 29-30 

garlic, as a safeguard against the Evil 

Eye, 124, 141 
geese, wild, weather-lore, 62 
Gipsy fortune-tellers, 225-6 
girdle, superstitions about the, 99-100 
Good Friday, 35 
"Good Word," 35 
"gooding," 18, 32, 89 
grasshopper, 59-60 
Great Bear, folk names for the, 70 
"Great Month," popular name for 

January, 13 



gyon, forerunner of spring, 17 ; legend 
of, 290-1 

hair, school superstition about, 301 
half-head, demon of the, 363 n. 
hand, premonitions from itching, 112 
hare, superstition about the, 10N5 
"Harvester," popular name for June, 

50 
hemorrhage, cure for, 234 
hen, omen from a crowing, 106 
hexagram, symbolic significance of the, 

142 
hide and seek, game of, 17 n. 
holy springs, 243-4; water, 75, 258 
Holy Week, 35 
house-spirits, 257-9 

January, 13-4 
"Judas," 37 
July, 59-60 
June, 50-58 

Karkantzari, 73-6, 219 n. 

kid, omen from the sight of a, 16 

kings, in M. Gr. folk-tales, 275 

Kledonas, rite of, 53-7 

knots, magic significance of, 100, 105, 

170, 228, 234 
Koran, the, in folk- medicine, 224 

lamb, omen from the sight of a, 16; 

Easter, 38 
"Lame Month," popular name of 

February, 14 
Lamia, the, 265 foil. 
Lazarus, Feast of, 32-4 
lead, divination by molten, 51-2 
Lent, 26-8 

light, ceremony of receiving, 36 
lightning, recipe against, 229 
"Little Month," 14 
"Long Month," 13 

mad dog, cure for the bite of a, 
230 

magpie, omen from a, 110 

Makarios, prophecies of, 117 

March, 16-24 

marriage, 147-91 

May, 43, 46-9 

Meat-Sunday, 26 

medical treatises, 230-6, 358-64 

medicine, folk-, 227-30 

Mid-Pentecost, 40 

Milky Way, popular names for the, 
and legend, 69 

mirror, divination by, 50-1 

Mohammed the Conqueror and ex- 
communication, 212-3 
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Moharamedan wizards, 225 

Moirais, 126-8 

" Month-days," 62 

moon, new, 71 ; eclipse of the, 72 

morra, game of, 297--8 

** mothering," 29 

mummers, 88 

Naidis, story of, 129-34, 247-50 
nail, a safeguard against evil, 64; 

nailing the Vampire, 221 
nail-cutting, superstition about, 189- 

90 ; nail-parings, preserved, 214-5 
name-day, 122 

Nasreddin Ehodja, story of, 114 
Neraides, 125, 240 foU. 
New Year's Day, 77-83 
"Night of Power," 86 
nightbird, omen from a, 108 
nose, premonition from itching, 113; 

cure for a bleeding, 230, 233 
November, 66-7 
nuskas, use of, 224 

October, 65-6 

offerings, to the dead, 197, 208-9 

oil, omen from spilt, 102 

olive leaves, divination by, 78 

owl, omen from a hooting, 107, 108 

Palm Sunday, 34 

'*pappas," popular name for the daisy, 

46 
Paschal eggs, 35 
Paschalia, 37 

pee-wit, legend of the, 290 
pentagram, symbolic significance of 

the, 142 
pepper, omen from spilt, 102 
Perperuna-song, 119 
Philip, in folk tradition, 279 
phUtres, 226-7 
phylacteries, 238-40, 365-6 
plague, the, 237-8 
plants, magic, 123, 368 
Pleiades, the, 70 
"Plough," "Plough-feet," popular 

names for constellations, 70 
portraiture, superstitious dread of, 

300-1 
possession, by demons, 232, 235, 241 
"Precursor Men," 89 
premonitions, 111-3 
priests, superstition about, 104-5 
Prince and the Eagle, story of the, 

268-77, 351-7 
Princess and the two Dragons, story 

of the, 264 
prophecies, 116-7 
Protomaia, 46 



" Pruner," popular name for January, 

13 
Purification, feast of the, 14-5 ; after 

child-birth, 137; after a funeral, 

203-4 ; for the Evil Eye, 143 ; in 

folk-medicine, 223 

quince-tree, in folk-medicine, 228 

rabbit, omen from the encounter of a, 

106 
rainbow, superstitious belief about 

the, 71 
rats, omen from, 108 
red-haired people, 105 
red yarn, charm of the, 19, 23, 124, 228 
"Remembrance," game of, 98 
rheumatism, cure for, 229 
rhinoceros' horn, safeguard against 

the Evil Eye, 142-3 
riddles, 302 foil., 367 foil, 
right and left, 113, 187-8 
ring-dove, legend of the, 293 
robbers, charm against, 233 
Bousa, feast of the, 40-2 

Sabbatarians, 221-2 

St Andrew, " Month of," 66 

„ Anthony, 241 

„ Barbara, 67 

„ Basil, 77-83 

„ Demetrius, "Month of," 65 

„ Elias, 240 

„ Elmo, fires of, 241 

„ Friday, 243 

„ George, Feast of, 11, 43-6 ; " Month 

of," 43 
„ Gervais, 15 
„ Hilary, 15 
„ Ignatius, 68 
„ John, Feast of, 11, 50, 61-88; 

curer of fevers, 65, 233 
„ John's wort, 123 
„ Kosmas and Damian, 235 
„ M^dard, 15 
„ Modestos, 241 
„ Nicholas, "Month of," 67; patron 

of mariners, 241 
„ PanteleSmon, 241 
„ Paul, 15 
„ Plato, 67 
„ Protais, 15 
„ Solomone, 243 
„ Spyridion, 68 
„ Thomas, Feast of, 39 
„ Vincent, 15 
salt, symbolical use in wishing, 84; 

giving out of the house, 101 ; sacred- 

ness of, 102 
sand-bath, 229 
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Saturnalia, 26 

Scarlatina, 40 

Seasons, rhymes on the, 12 

September, 64-5 

serpent, superstition about, 106; 
charms against, 233-4 

shadow, as a nightmare, 257 

Shepherd and his flock, legend of the, 
229 

Shepherd and the Nymphs, story of 
the, 246 

sieve, saying about the, 96; giving 
out of the house, 101 ; as a safe- 
guard against evil, 219, n. 2 

sleepiness, cure for, 231 

slings, 27-8 

Small-pox, 236-7 

sneezing, 30, 113-6 

snow, children's rhymes about the, 121 

soul, ideas concerning the, 193 

Souls' Sabbaths, 208-9 

** Sower," popular name for November, 
66 

sparrows, omen from, 109, 111 

Spirits of the Air, 224-5 

storks, omen from, 109 

Strigla, 266 

Struma, 2, 224 

Sun, children's rhymes to the, 121 

swallow, 18-21; song, 18 

sweeping, after dark, 101 

symbolism, 118-22 

sympathetic magic, 19 

Testament, New, in folk-medidne, 227 
** Thresher," popular name for July, 59 
tooth superstition, 20 



toothache, cure for, 231 
tortoise, superstition about the, 109 
Triodi, game of, 295-7 
turning back, unlucky, 105 
" turtle-doves," 35 ; the bird, 109 
"Twelve-Days," 73 
"Twins," popular name for Noyember 
and December, 67 

vinegar, giving out of the house, 101 ; 

omen from spilt, 102 
Vintage, "Month of the," 64 
Virgin, Feasts of the, 61, 66 
Vrykolakas, 217-22 

warts, cure for, 230 

water, "speechless," 52, 83; giving 
out of the house, 101; symbolical 
use of, 122; "holy," 124 

Water-Spirits, 246, 249-56; -serpent, 
256, 265 

wax, divination by molten, 62 

weasel, omen from the, 108 ; supersti- 
tion and legend about, 109 

wedding, preparations, 155-67; cere- 
mony, 167-79; banquets, 179-82; 
songs, 157-86; toasts, 179 

Wednesday, 21, 63, 190-1 

whirlwind, incantation, 250-1 

Wild Boar, superstition about the, 
215-6 

wine, rhymes on, 68; omen from 
spilt, 102 

women, popular opinion on, 122; 
rhymes on, 344-5 

wood-pigeons, omen from, 109 

Wood-Spirits, 250 
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